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RIT has partnered with edX to build upon our reputation for 
excellent teaching and for using technology in innovative 

ways to create new materials and opportunities for learning.
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How we learned about edX
  
  
2012: RIT approached edX about a mutually beneficial partnership.

2015: The 2015 AITU meeting was dedicated to online learning for 
technical universities.

  Speakers included experts from this field, including 
  Anant Agarwal, CEO, edX

  Academic Affairs and Finance & Administration became
  intrigued with the edX platform and network

•

•
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EdX Overview
  
  
Founded by Harvard and MIT in May 2012, edX is an open 
source, nonprofit online learning destination and MOOC provider.

EdX offers high-quality online courses from the world’s best 
universities and institutions to learners everywhere. 

EdX strives to democratize and re-imagine 
education by increasing worldwide 
educational access and creating a 
culture of continuous, lifelong learning.
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EdX Overview
  
  
EdX differs from other providers, such as Coursera and Udacity, 
in that it is a nonprofit organization and runs on open-source 
software. RIT is not getting into the “MOOC” business. Partnering 
with edX allows us to stay focused on data collection, research, 
and experimentation to further teaching and learning vs. profit.

The edX mission:

  Increase access to high-quality education for everyone

  Enhance teaching and learning on campus and online

  Advance teaching and learning through research

•

•

•
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EdX Learners
  
  
EdX’s reach extends around the world (5+ million users), with 
representation from every country on every continent. 

Approximately 70% of edX students come from outside of the U.S..

Student body is comprised of:

  Continuing learners (69%)

  University age students (27%)

  High school students (4%)

•

•

•

Top 5 
countries 
with 
student 
population
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EdX Partners
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Strategic reasons for joining edX
  
  
  Visibility (DM III.10)

  A new network of universities and colleges (DM V.1)

  A complementary platform for the entire campus (DM IV.2)
  Finance & Administration, Alumni Relations, Student Affairs

  Access to millions of students (DM I.1.6) – 5+ million

  New teaching and learning tools and resources (DM IV.2)
  Learning analytics

  Data for RIT’s emerging strength in discipline-based
  pedagogical research (DM II.1)

  A greater online presence for RIT (DM IV.2.2)
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Additional reasons for joining edX
  
  
  Explore ways of keeping college affordable by allowing
  students to graduate earlier

  Experiment with new teaching technologies that may
  enhance teaching across all modalities

  Enhance on-campus education by applying knowledge 
  gained through exploration with the edX platforms

  Improve development and delivery of online education   

  Assist in our global education efforts
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•

•

•

•

•
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EdX Platforms
  
  
 

EdX Studio is the edX tool educators use to build the courses on these two platforms. 

Edge.edx.org is the exploratory domain 
where educators can create courses and 
experiment in a low-visibility environment.

Edx.org is the online learning platform 
which hosts all open courses with 
discoverability and resource support.
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EdX Learning Options
  
  
  EdX offers a variety of ways to take courses, including the
  option to audit a course (no cost) or to work toward an
  edX Verified Certificate (cost varies by course)

  EdX offers certificates of successful completion, but does
  not offer course credit

  Whether or not a college or university offers credit for an
  online course is within the sole discretion of the school
 
  EdX also offers XSeries Certificates, bundled sets of two
  to seven verified courses in a single subject (cost varies)

•

•

•

•
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EdX Learning Experience
  
  
  EdX courses consist of weekly learning sequences

  Each learning sequence is composed of short videos
  interspersed with interactive learning exercises, where
  students can practice the concepts from the videos

  EdX courses often include tutorial videos, quizzes,
  interactive assessments, and online discussion forums

  EdX courses have also included online laboratories

  Students have access to edx.org support 24/7

•

•

•

•

•
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EdX Research
  
  
  EdX is utilized for research into learning and distance
  education by collecting learners’ clicks and analyzing data

  EdX member schools and organizations also conduct their
  own research using data collected from their courses

  EdX research focuses on improving retention, course
  completion, and learning outcomes in traditional campus
  courses and online

  EdX partners have access to major universities around the
  world to collaborate with and further innovation

•

•

•

•
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EdX Analytics
  
  
Educators can use the data from the edX Insights Tool to monitor 
activity, validate choices, reveal unexpected patterns, form 
hypotheses, and inform plans for their course(s).

For example, 
this chart 
displays the 
number of 
students who
engaged 
in different 
activities 
over time.
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EdX Analytics 
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EdX Partner Portal
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EdX Blog
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Next Steps for RIT
  
  
RIT will establish an edX Advisory Council (EAC) that will help guide 
the Innovative Learning Institute. The EAC will form two working 
groups and a wider think tank to include members from the EAC 
and additional partners from other areas across the university.

Working group areas of focus:

  Accessibility, academic quality, and learning outcomes

  Global visibility and awareness for RIT

  Alternative uses of edX platforms at RIT

•

•

•
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Next Steps for RIT & edX

  RIT will hold sessions in the spring to dive into more
  detail on edX resources, opportunities, and seek input

  The EAC will share their progress at one of the sessions 

  RIT will invite key staff from edX and partner universities to
  share experiences, new ideas, and answer questions

  RIT faculty will share updates on initial edX course offerings

  As part of the contract, RIT must offer two learning modules by
  September (2016) and announce two more offerings upon launch. 

  EdX has identified two areas of demand, Game Design and UI/UX
  Design. RIT will be creating offerings in both areas to start.  

•

•

•

•
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Breakout Session
  
  
As a group (your table), please answer the following two 
questions. You should find a handout on your table describing the 
two edX platforms referenced in the questions.

  How might your department or unit use the edX 
  platforms to achieve strategic goals for RIT?

  What barriers might your department or unit face when
  creating high-quality content on the edX platforms?
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Thank You!
  
  
Thank you for spending time with us this morning and sharing 
your thoughts. You can download today’s presentation at:
http://bit.ly/ILIPresentations


