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TOP TIPS FOR IELTS

Introduction

Top Tips for IELTS is an essential part of your revision for the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS) test.

Each of the four main sections (Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking)
follows the same structure and is based on a series of pieces of advice
(the “tips”) which IELTS’ materials writers have collected from many y

3’

starts with a tip at the top of the page. The tip is followed by a
taken from IELTS material and a clear explanation to help y
exactly what it means. Each section ends with some mo

for that component.

There is also a handy section at the beginning of how to
revise for IELTS and a very important section a ck on' what you
should do on the day of the test.

There is a companion publication to
Training. Please note that the Listefiing and Speaking sections are
common to both books.

few min

Iso includes all the recordings for the Listening and a
andidate doing an example IELTS Speaking test, to show you
ly what you will have to do when you take the test. Practise with
e classmates using the Speaking test material on the CD-ROM and

mpare your performance with the student on the video.

Top Tips for IELTS is flexible. You can look at a different tip from a different
section every day, oryou can start at the beginning with the tips for the
Listening test and work through until you get to the end of the tips for the
Speaking test. Whichever method you prefer, read the example and the
explanation carefully to make sure that you understand each tip. When you
have understood all the tips for each section, try the test on the CD-ROM.
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TOP TIPS FOR IELTS

Guide to symbols

-~

This symbol introduces the ‘tip’ which is at the
top of the page. Each tip is some useful advice
to help you find the right answer for Listening
and Reading. For Writing, the tips show you
how to write a better answer to the questi

and for Speaking, they explain how yougea
give good answers which show your,

of English to the examiner.

N /

\‘ ,/ This is an extra piece of advi chis
important for thi amMpart of the test.

This,symbo ou to go to the CD-ROM, where
will find an IELTS practice test to try.
We hope t Tips
for taki L t.

S

IELTS will help you with your preparation

Cambridge ESOL
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The IELTS Listening test

What’s in the Listening test?

Section1 @ aconversation in an everyda i
context between two peo

socfal context

(Section 2 @ amonologuein an eve

Section 3 @ a conversatj 3 ational or training
context bet or more people

Section4 @ alec

re or talk on a topic of general
ifterest

C 1 fo€ach correct answer
yximately 40 minutes

(including 10 minutes to copy your answers onto
the answer sheet)

ANV ANIVANY,

AN

ch'section has 10 questions.

e following question types are used in the Listening test:

e multiple choice e table completion

e matching e sentence completion

e plan, map, diagram labelling e short-answer questions

® note completion e summary completion

e form completion e flow-chart completion

Any of these question types may appear in any section. Not all

Question types will appear in an individual Listening test. /

Top Tips for [ELTS Academic 15



TOP TIPS FOR IELTS

Listening: multiple choice

TIP: Don’t choose an option just because you hear a word
from it. Think about the whole meaning of what is said.

Example
Here is a question from a task about a field trip.

What did the students see on their walk in the moupf@ins?
a group of unusual animals

[E] some rare plants v/

an interesting geological feature

TUTOR: How did you enjoy the field

STUDENT: Well, we had some fan
walked along an amazj

i TAPESCRIPT g

TUTOR:

STUDENT:

ping®o find some rare ferns that are supposed
to grow there and nowhere else in Scotland. We'd
st about given up hope when we found some at
the bottom of a rocky slope. They have a number of
very interesting features, for example ...

2/

lanation: The correct answer is [E], but the mention of an
nusual animal (a seal, although only one) might lead you to believe
that JAN is correct. Similarly, the phrase ‘interesting features’ might
tempt you to the answer [8. In other words, you need to understand
the recording as a whole rather than jump to a conclusion simply
because you hear words from one of the options.
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