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Overview 



 
MSU = large research university 

Cataloging - 23 FTE (mix of 
support staff & librarians) 

Catalog c. 40,000 titles (68% copy) 

Variety of formats & languages 

Mainly use SkyRiver for 
cataloging 

 But share catalog with 2 other 
libraries who use OCLC 

Who We Are 



 

RDA & ILS 



 
Surprise! There are RDA records already in 

y(our) catalog! 

At first, our loader stripped out the new 3XX 
fields in bib & authority records 

Some catalogers were editing out 3XX fields 

Realize we need policy/procedure for copy 
cataloging – How to evaluate RDA records? 

Realize we need to examine catalog display 
issues 

 

 

 

RDA & ILS 



 

440 RDA records now in our catalog 

 425 print books; 9 electronic resources (6 e-books, 
3 e-serials); 2 print maps; 2 music CDs; 1 video; 1 
music score 

 

92 hybrid records (labeled RDA, but lack 3XX 
fields OR have 3XX fields, but lack RDA 
label) 

RDA Records in our Catalog 



 
 Free service commitment from III incorporates all 

changes from MARC Updates #9-12 into our ILS 

Updates load tables to not exclude new fields 

Updates MARC validity tables and special field 
tables to validate the new fields  

 Includes MARC changes not related to RDA, too! 
 

 RDA FAQ on CSDirect 
http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/rda.shtml  

RDA & ILS 
System Configuration 

http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/rda.shtml
http://csdirect.iii.com/documentation/rda.shtml


 

RDA & ILS 
MSU Public Display 



 

Workflow Decisions 



 
 Should we accept records as-is or edit RDA records 

(or hybrid A2/RDA records) in copy cataloging or 
vendor-supplied workflows? 

 Should RDA records be a special workflow? 

How much training is needed before January 2013? 

When do we take the plunge into doing original 
RDA cataloging? 

Who will be the point person for RDA questions? 

 
Workflow Decisions 

 



 

Recognizing RDA 



 
 Based on Functional Requirements for Bibliographic 

Records (FRBR), a conceptual model developed by IFLA 

Focused on guidelines on how to record data that 
reflects attributes and relationships defined by FRBR 
& FRAD 

User focused on helping users to find, identify, select, 
and obtain  

MARC21 is just one schema that could be used to 
record RDA records 

RDA documentation is comprised of 10 sections not 
divided by formats 

 

Recognizing RDA 
RDA is: 



 
 „a‟ indicated AACR2 was used 
 „i‟ indicates ISBD punctuation included 
 „#‟ can also be used if library chooses not to use ISBD 
 „c‟ indicates ISBD used except at the ends of subfields 

 
 

Recognizing RDA 
Leader/18 – Descriptive Cataloging Form 



 

 Publication date and copyright date & presence of © in the 
260 |c - (RDA 2.11) 

 

Recognizing RDA 
008/07-10 Date 1 & 008/11-14 Date 2 



 

 
Recognizing RDA  

040 $e Cataloging Source - Description Conventions  

 



 

 
Recognizing RDA  

Direct Transcription  

 
 Capitalization & 

Inaccuracies 

 No more [sic] 

 Direct transcription 
of SOR  

 Transcription of 
marks of 
punctuation (RDA 
1.7.3) 

 

RDA embodies principle of accuracy in representation -  
(RDA 1.7.1 ) 



 

 
Recognizing RDA  

Statement of Responsibility & the Death of the Rule of Three 

  RDA does not have an equivalent to AACR2‟s rule of three 
 However, RDA has an optional omission (RDA 2.4.1.5) 
 Noun phrase in conjunction with SOR is transcribed (RDA 

2.4.1.8) 
 International scope of RDA = no longer record 260|a as nearest 

geographically to cataloging library. Cataloger‟s judgment - can 
record first listed or all present (RDA 2.7.2.4) 
 



 

Recognizing RDA 
New fields replace GMDs 

GMD replaced by media, carrier, content type 
Three new MARC fields  



 

 
Recognizing RDA  

Bracketing 

 
 Bracketing is primarily used when taken from 

outside the source (RDA 2.2.4). 

 Each element is individually bracketed 

 

 

 

 Fewer uses of bracketing in RDA 
 For symbols not otherwise able to be represented 

 Cartographic resources & moving images resources 
(RDA2.3.4.5/6) 

 

 

 



 

 
Recognizing RDA  

Abbreviation 

 
 No abbreviations in transcribed fields unless it is found on the source of 

information 
 250 – 1st. ed.  
 260 – N.Y., N.Y. (500 |i Published in New York, New York - optional) 
 260 – University, LLC, Ltd., Inc. 

 No abbreviations in 300 |b extent field 
 Pages, illustrations, volumes, portraits, color. 
 21 Unnumbered pages instead of [21] 
 ca. 300 p. = approximately 300 pages 
 EXCEPTION: symbols such as: cm, in, hr 

 Latin terms are done away with 
 [S. l.] = Place of publication not identified 
 [s. n.] = Publisher not identified 
 Date of publication not identified 
 [ca. 2000] = [2000?] 
 [195-] = [between 1950 and 1959] 
 i.e. = that is 

 Not an exhaustive list!  





 

 LC resuming RDA record creation this November 

 “Hybrid” A2/RDA records 

Master record approach vs. multiple version 
approach 

Authority control – A2 vs. RDA rules for form of 
name can differ 

 RDA still evolving 

Issues Remaining 



 

RDA Resources 



 

 Library of Congress „Information and Resources in Preparation 
for RDA‟ - http://www.loc.gov/aba/rda/ 

 Joint Steering Committee for the Development of RDA website 
- http://www.rda-jsc.org/rda.html 

MARC21 Changes for RDA - 
http://www.loc.gov/marc/RDAinMARC29.html 

 LC Bibliographic Transition Listserv - 
http://listserv.loc.gov/listarch/bibframe.html  

 RDA Listserv - http://www.rda-jsc.org/rdadiscuss.html 
 RDA Café group on Facebook 

 
 
 

 
RDA Resources 
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 

 SkyRiver Statement on RDA Support - 
http://theskyriver.com/2010/11/skyriverrdasupport 

 OCLC Policy Statement on RDA - 
http://www.oclc.org/rda/policy.htm 

 OCLC Technical Bulletin 260 - 
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/worldcat/tb/26
0/  

 PCC Task Group on AACR2 & RDA Acceptable Headings report 
-http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/RDA-Acceptable-TG.html  

 PCC Task Group on Hybrid Bibliographic Records report - 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/Hybrid-Report-Sept-2011.pdf  
 

More RDA Resources 
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