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Law IS...

...d Series of rules- rules that govern the
relationships between: individuals, rules
that govern the state (country), and rules
that govern the relationships ofi BUSINESSES
and other associations that exist in

SOCIety.
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As Law Students

You will learn that the
study of law Is

complex. @
Students must learn .J
/.

not only about the 7S : P

law, but also about

the society that binds %
all people together.
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As an individual, you are free to do as you
want — except for those things which the
law prohibits.

Some people readily accept the rules
while others have more difficulty.

[t Is for this reason that enforcement of
rules is often necessary.



Every couriiry as its
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What is the Rule of Law?

&

This means that eveg/
dispute will be settied by,
a peaceful means,
namely by “dUe Process:
In the courts, Before
appointed judges:
A principle ofi JUStice
stating that the Iawis
necessar% Lo regulate
SOCIELY, thatit applIESIte
evenyone egually andithat
Beople are net geverned
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LAWS FROM THE PAT
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This is one of tne arlizst xnoyr)
collections of codifiad lzws.
rlarnmuradl was tne iKing of
Bzylon around 1700 B.C,
rle nad about 300 laws codified
arid inscrinad o stone pillars
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Basic premise, “an eye for an eye,

2 (oot for @ tootn”

Retribution — jusiice based or)
vernigearnce arnd ounisnrrnerit,
Restitution — oayment made by
thiz offender to the victirn of 2
crime,

rlarnrnure
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The Trials

Trial by ordeal’— used only: when the sentence for guilt
Was the death penalty, It reguired a person to Undergo
torture terdetermine guilt or INNeCEnce. SUrvive =
Innocent, die = guilty.

Trial by oath helping — friends of: the accused would
swear on the Bible that he or'she was iInnocent. From
this came the use of juries to decide Cases.

Trial by combat — determining guilt or INNGCENCE by
Naving the parties fight a duel. Erom: this came the
adversarial system, the judicial process Whereby:
evidence Is presented by two opposing parties to an
Impartial judge or jury.



Common Law

In 1066, William the Conqueror defeated King Harola
at the battle off Hastings, and ' was in control off England.
His grandson, Henry 11, tried to' bring consistencyand
falrness to the law.

Judges (called circuit judges) traveled to villages to hear
cases and began to record the cases and thelr deciSIons:
(these travelingrcourts were called assizes)lihis helped
to establish a common method of: dealing withrsimilar
legal cases, Which became known as “"common law",
’Ichat)is, that it was'common te' everyone. (aka. Case
aw

AS these written reports became available, judges would
follow the precedent or examplein decidinga case
before them. This practice led to a principle known' as
“stare decisis” Which means to “stand by the decision.*

This led to the “rule of precedent”, applying a previous
decision to a case that has similar circumstances.




The Magna Carta

Tihe son oft Henry 1T, King John, wWas; forced to sign a
document called the “Magna Carta™ in June off 1215.

Also called the great charter, it established political ana
civil rights for the people of England, based on the rule
offlaws Nerone, not even' the king, was above the law.

Also from the Magna Carta came Habeas Corpus, from
the Latin " you must have the body", a court erder
designed to prevent unlawful arrest by ensuring that
dnyone detained IS charged before a court within a
reasonable amount of: time. This was to determine the
validity, ofi the arrest.

Tihe idea was to release people who were unlawfully:
placed in prison.

Now a part of the Canadian Charter off Rights and
Freedoms.



Laws in Canada Today.

« The English Law is the foundation of: the
Canadian: legal system, with the exception: ofi the
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Common Law and Statute law

« Common law was judged in the courts with
judges trying cases. Common law IS frequently.
feferred to)as "Case law:.

BWas combined withrthe: llaw el EqUIty, Where
Each CaSEMUSIHEUCTEC ONNLSIMENILS
REVEntially many eitiESE UECISIONSAVENE
GOUITIEU NG NEEIEU ORSESTAULEN WSS
3 T, tne Z kel ezltgdariSs of L ifor )il of
Selljccly \excej')c QUENECAIENCOIITIONRNAWA{ WY
OIREG UG NGRS LULEN IV




