
#IsItGenocide?
Cindy Blackstock’s Twitter Learning Series

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1140251333540438016


Introduction
In June of 2019, Dr. Cindy Blackstock, Professor of Social Work at McGill University, 

tweeted 30 consecutive learning resources regarding the National Inquiry into Missing 

and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls’ determination that the term genocide, 

“encompasses the past and current actions and omissions of Canada towards Indigenous 

Peoples” (National Inquiry into MMIWG, 2019, p. 7). 

This powerpoint organizes Dr. Blackstock’s learning resources and the primary evidence 

they include according to Dr. Gregory H. Stanton’s Ten Stages of Genocide (2016). The 

resources included in this learning series are not intended to present an exhaustive review. 

Instead, the series is intended to inspire people to continue learning about Canada’s 

historic and contemporary relationship with First Nations, Inuit and Métis peoples as they 

consider the question, “Is it genocide?”

http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca
http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca
https://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Supplementary-Report_Genocide.pdf
http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


1. CLASSIFICATION
The targeted group is defined as separate from the dominant group (Stanton, 2016, n.p.). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


Read here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1136211404413964288
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/21-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-indian-act-1.3533613
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/21-things-you-may-not-know-about-the-indian-act-1.3533613


Read here. 

http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1142027082496716800
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf


2. SYMBOLIZATION
Symbols are used to stereotype and dehumanize the targeted group (Stanton, 2016, 

n.p.). Cultural practices belonging to the targeted group may be outlawed. 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/
http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


Read the article here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1139127022062592002
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/exploring-the-past-present-and-future-of-life-in-indigenous-canada-1.3336594/the-pass-system-another-dark-secret-in-canadian-history-1.3338520
http://thepasssystem.ca
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/exploring-the-past-present-and-future-of-life-in-indigenous-canada-1.3336594/the-pass-system-another-dark-secret-in-canadian-history-1.3338520


Read more here. 

https://ualbertalaw.typepad.com/faculty/2018/11/colonialism-and-the-potlatch-ban.html
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1139872873873641473
https://ualbertalaw.typepad.com/faculty/2018/11/colonialism-and-the-potlatch-ban.html


3. DISCRIMINATION
“The dominant group uses law, custom, and political power to deny the rights 

of other groups” (Stanton, 2016, n.p.). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


Watch the film here. 

https://www.nfb.ca/film/forgotten_warriors/
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1139490644861186048
https://www.nfb.ca/film/forgotten_warriors/


Read the document here. 

http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/aanc-inac/R5-632-1967-eng.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/aanc-inac/R5-632-1967-eng.pdf
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1142276532619993088
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/aanc-inac/R5-632-1967-eng.pdf


Read the document here. 

https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED062039.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED062039.pdf
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1143017313492332544
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED062039.pdf


Read the decision here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1146387692709654528
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/2016_chrt_2_access_0.pdf
https://fncaringsociety.com/sites/default/files/2016_chrt_2_access_0.pdf
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED062039.pdf


4. DEHUMANIZATION
The dominant group denies the humanity of the targeted group. Media and 

government publications may vilify the targeted group, portraying them as less 

than human, and threatening to their vision of society (Stanton, 2016). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1140219367873032192


Learn more here.

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1138776403212509184
https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rec/part/APRC/vot_rights&document=p4&lang=e
https://www.elections.ca/content.aspx?section=res&dir=rec/part/APRC/vot_rights&document=p4&lang=e


Read the document here. 

http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1141656580473196545
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2017/aanc-inac/R32-312-1960-eng.pdf


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1146043134930853888


5. ORGANIZATION
States directly or indirectly organize the persecution of a targeted group. They enable 

various institutions such as the military, police, religious institutions, child welfare 

services, educational institutions, etc. to carry out violence against the targeted group 

(Stanton, 2016).

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144339430628478976
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEKFbB-v86c


Read the paper here. 

https://www.nativevillage.org/Messages%20from%20the%20People/46.91.mosby.pdf
https://www.nativevillage.org/Messages%20from%20the%20People/46.91.mosby.pdf
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1138022829872635904
https://www.nativevillage.org/Messages%20from%20the%20People/46.91.mosby.pdf


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1136583896794128384


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1140584827844005889


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1143776282208919552
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TgYtF32ml5Q


6. POLARIZATION 
The targeted group is segregated from the dominant group. Whistleblowers in the dominant group are 

silenced. Mechanisms by which the targeted group might protect themselves from discrimination are 

outlawed, while the dominant group passes laws that give them total control over the targeted group 

(Stanton, 2016).

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


Read the full report here. 

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/bibliography/3024.html
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1136951800144257024
http://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2018/aanc-inac/R5-681-1907-eng.pdf


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1140949053418741760


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144711306089394176
https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/15-canadian-stories-helen-betty-osborne-a-murder-that-resonates-50-years-later


7. PREPARATION 
The dominant group isolates and marginalizes the targeted group. The targeted group may be forcibly moved, 

and deprived of essential resources, causing starvation. The dominant group characterizes these actions as 

necessary, and may use euphemisms to mask their intentions of destroying the targeted group (Stanton, 2016). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1138382219385409536
https://www.canadashistory.ca/awards/governor-general-s-history-awards/award-recipients/2014/james-daschuk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJ3zOUSUeVA


Read the article here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1141286758895804422
https://news.vice.com/en_ca/article/3kpj9k/more-than-half-of-first-nations-communities-in-canada-are-affected-by-industrial-pollution
https://news.vice.com/en_ca/article/3kpj9k/more-than-half-of-first-nations-communities-in-canada-are-affected-by-industrial-pollution


8. PERSECUTION
Members of the targeted group are segregated, forcibly relocated, and deliberately deprived of 

resources. The dominant group systematically ignores and abuses the targeted group’s 

fundamental human rights. Programs to prevent reproduction in the targeted group may be 

put in place, and children may be forcibly removed from their parents. Murders may take place 

(Stanton, 2016). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


The above speech is not available in Canada. 
Click here for a shorter clip, and here for the full text. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144389286889848832
https://www.history.com/speeches/the-clinton-apology
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_6CFNwJ9ww
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/text-of-clintons-rwanda-speech/


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1142686617372545024


Still seeking justice:

Read the article here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1137674699964604416
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/st-anne-residential-school-opp-documents
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/federal-legal-battle-costs-stannes-residential-school-1.4831887
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/st-anne-residential-school-opp-documents


9. EXTERMINATION
Mass killings take place. Sexual assaults may be perpetrated against members of the targeted 

group. Items of cultural or religious significance may be destroyed (Stanton, 2016). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


Read here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1135653999032635393
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277379118307261
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0277379118307261


Watch the episode here. 

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1135884365525848066
https://www.pbs.org/video/moyers-company-american-indians-confront-savage-anxieties/
https://newsinteractives.cbc.ca/longform/st-anne-residential-school-opp-documents


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1137295035039457280


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1145075441788567552


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_tcCpKtoU0
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1143420712918507521
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v_tcCpKtoU0


10. DENIAL
Perpetrators and complicit parties deny that genocide occured, deny their own 

culpability, and resist investigation (Stanton, 2016). 

http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/


https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144129130083934208
https://books.google.ca/books?id=TSGmglyxgzkC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=shXKTTKsZt0
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1145687448531419136


Learn more here.  

https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144821690624434176
https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle
https://twitter.com/cblackst/status/1144821995227377665
https://fncaringsociety.com/jordans-principle


What does genocide in Canada look like in 2019?
Pam Palmater explains

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1mPTEXbxccHBfXaZmgS08oo0ukSC9rf3z/preview

