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the data., 2Product moment correlatlons were computaed fo
determl the degree of relatlionshlp betwesn each of the
experimental varlables.

»

Hegative correlations, signiflcant at the .01 Jevel,

i
g

wexgmqgﬁﬁigggwbatwaenhperggppiona of p ”LDES as neglecting

and r@jec?lng and the subjects? p“VChO] ad justment
and_self-concepb. Ferceptions .of.the.mother.as. demanding
and the father asg casual were algo negatlively relabted at

the ,05 level to psychological adjustment and selfnconuept.

S

Fogitive correlations (p <« .01) were obtained bebtween percep-

tions of parents as loving and the subjects' psychological

z2djustment and gelif-concept. Perceptions of the father as

enploying reward-symbolic loving techniques were also posi-

clated (p <« .05) to psychological adjustment and

Gecause of the different number of males and females
in tha sample, subjects ware divided into groups on the
haslis of sex and The correlations among percelved parental

attitudes and sociometric status computed gseparately for

the two sexes Trne ivnbtercorrelations among psychological
ad justment, self-concept, and soclometric status were also

conmpuved separately for male and fewmale subjects.
Perceotiong of the mother as rejecting and neglectlng

were negatively related, beyond the .01 level, to the

Fal

sociomebric status of females. Positive relationships

)

exceading the .05 level were obtalued beiween perceptions



of both parents as lovitg and tue socliomebric gbtatus of
females; soclometric status of males, however, was pusi-
tively related only to pcrceptions of the fabher as loving.
Ferccptlons of the mothers' child~rearing altitudes wevre

] o

not gignificantly assoclated with scciomeiric sbabug of
&

males. Negative correlatlons bebween soclometrlic ghasus of

males and perceptions of the father as e

Cte
D

ecting were also
obtained.

)

¢ correlablong among psychological adjustment, self-

,
2
)

conicept, and socionatric status were comvuted bv sex for
I ? s

w
4]

P

rales and females, IPor femal

)

I

3, DOsitive correlations

o}

significant beyond the .01 level were obtained for all three
variables. However, for males only psychological adjust-
ment and self-concent were positively related; neither
paychological adjustment nor self-concept was relatad to
scclometric shtatbus.

Decommendatlons for further research include the use
of the matched group design and obtaining (a) peer rat-
ings from menbers of the opposite sex and (b) the specific

veasons wny an individual 1s chogen or rejected,
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CHAPYeR I
INPRODUCTICH

bersonal family experlerces, especlially these
Trom the carent-ciilld reia*i nship, exert prolfound
and nervasive influences on bthe peychological development

of the echild (5, &, 9, 19, 21, 22, 27). In fact, Mussen,

Conger, and Xagen (32, p. 325) refer to the family as "the

rrincival and wriwmary determinant--or set of determinants
of perscerality structuce . . . " Through the processes of
enrning, itwitatlcu, snd identiflicatlon, the child acgquires
roaclblon patterns, feurs, attitudes toward selfl and others,
and varlious coclal sxills similar to those held by the sig-
nificarnt others with whom he inibially interacts (25).
arental attltudes and hbehaviors have been shown to bs
sigrificantly related to (a) the psychological adjustment
or walsdjusbment of the child (7, 9, 13, 14, 17, 23, 28,
33, 24, b1, L£3)3 (D) the formation of the child's self-
concent (7, 9, 11, 13, 17, 21, 27, 36, 40); and (c) the

2, 18, 24, 35, 39).

Particularly iasportant Tto the formation of the child'g

et T8 s o
calld¥s ancionzirlc sta

tuas (3, 4, 1

1

gelT. concept and psychological adjust

i
=
O
'5

are nls parceptions

£L

AT PR RN ~ e o enn - PN s e ~ ey e
of nis parents as loving sand accspiing or neglecsting and re-
jecting (2, 13, 20). Several writers heve alluded to tha



importance of the acceptance-rcejeetion dimencion in person-
ality development. According tc Mugsen, Conger, and Kagan,'
(32) the two dimensions which consistently appear in theo-
retlcal models designed Lo explaln the effects of parenital
behavior on the development of bthe chlild are "love-hostillity
(or warmth~hostility) and control-anatbonomy™ (n, 484),
Schaefer (37) and Siegelman (42) have done exbtensive
factor-analytic work on the relatlonghip of such parental
behaviors as rejecting, loving, punishing and have developed
systems of three crithogonal tectors., The three factors
described by 3chaefer (37) are Accepbance versus Rejecthion
(A-R), Psychological Autonomy (PA} verszus Psychological

3 D

Control (C) and Firm Control (7C) versus Lax Control (LC),.

Siepelman (42) identified thres orthogonal factors: Loving
(L), Demarding (D), and Punishment (P). The similarity of

the two gystems is concldevable and prpvides coumparable
descriptions of vercelved parernital benavior. Nevartheless,
Goldin (16, ». 229) writes that in spite of there being
little difference between the two nmodels, Siegelman's
"systew belbter exrclalins earlier, intercorrelational studies
of ohildrents rauorbts of parent behavior.™

The literacure iz replets with studlieg concerning the

results of the complex and dynamic interactions bhetvtween

pavent and child, owsver, Gollin (168) indicates that much
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of this research atbempts to rcelate the parvent-cbild rela-
Lionship, as described by the parents, to the chilc
behavior rather than examining the aforemeutlouned relatlon-

ship in terms of the child's phenomenolegleal frame of

ST s ot I s T A 4 A AR W11

reference. Several recenb studies scem to suggest, nowever,

S

that it is. ception of his parents' attitudes

toward him rather then their acbtusl behavior which is sig-

N

nificant_in hig pergovaliily develcvument (14, 2%, 37, h2).

According to Ausbsl (1, p. 173) parental behavior and atti-
tudes affect the child’s pcrsonality developument "only to

the extent and in the form in which he perceives it . . .
and perceived parent behavior is in reallty a more direct,

relevant, and proximate deberminant of the personality

development that the actvael stimulus context to which 1%
relers.® Additional supnort was smassed for the importance

of the enild's verception of the parent-child relationship

in his adjustment by 3erot and Teevan (41), vho found that

[¢]

while parental inpressions of the parent-child relationship

gre not related to the childis psychological adjustment,

tha zhild's pervception of the parent-child relationship was
Gireclly related to his psyechologlcal adjustmer

In additioa to his percepbion of nils parcnts' attitudes,
tlhie child's pevception of his status awmong veers is impor-
tant i the developoent of his s:2lf-concept sud psychologlical

adjuebtment. While Tho ehild's svaluation of nimselfl is



substantially Gttarm 21wy poscsived parental attitudes
toward him,  there caun s 'ictle doubt Chat he algso forms an

J"l

image of himself on the basis cf his necers' reacuions to

r

him. The way in which an individual percelves othars and 1s

perceived by them will e of exbreme lwportance in the way

he evaluates his worth as a person, LU the significant
others with whom the child irteracts, rejecht him orvr treaﬁ him
in a derogatory way, then it will be extremely difficul’. for
him to see himself in a positive way. The c¢hild anticlipat-
ing further rejection snd fearing that he will not be held

in esteem, may develop such characteristics as hostility,
aggression, insecurity, anxiety, and defensiveness. Such
personall aracteristics lower the pogitive stimulus
value of the child and are likely to lead to greater rejec-
tion and a consequent lowering of self-concept (13).
Furthermore, other invastigators (31, 35) have found that
individuals with high self-concepts enjoy greater acceptance
by others than do individuals w1+a low self-concepts. Nega-
Blvz correlations have been obtained among the variables of

anglety, scociometiric statue, and self-concept (11, 15, 24,

Peer relationsghips play an important part in the social-
lzatlon and adjustment of the individual. Relationships
with peers previde the cnild with an ovvortunity to inter-
act with others, to develop age-relevant skills, to share

nis problems snd Teellings, and to develop appropriabte sex
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skills. Such peer relatlonships also gerve as probtotypes
Tor later adult interactions and help the adolescent fornm
a sense of identity. BRejected individuals are denied
cpportunities fo learn appropriate scex skills, to develop
a sense of ldeatity, and to acqulire feelings of belonging
or worth. Lacking the skills necessary for effectlive social
functioning usually results 1n a viclous cycle of reduced
stimulus value to others, lowered self-concept, and impaired
psychological adjustment. As in the case of parsental attiw“f
tudes, 1t is the child's perception of his sociometric
status rather than his actual socicmebtric status which in-
fluences his behavior (38),

Tne examination of the child's subjective view of
(a) parental attitudes, especially those connoting love,
acceptance, neglect, or rejection; (b) his social relations;
and {¢) his self-image, appears to be essential for accurate
predicticon and descriptloa of hilg behavior. Therefore, a
phenomenclogical approach was ewmphasized in the present

study.

Statement of the Problem
The problem of this study was to determine thé réla«
tionship among parental attitudeé toward the child, as
rarcgived by the enild and the child's peychological adjust-
mant,; sclf-concept, and sociomebric sgtatus, In addition,

]

the extent to which thepe labter two varisbles would de



related to each other and Lo scclometbric status was exemined.
It was hypothesized thatbs

1. DPsychological adjustment is pogltively relaved to
warm, rewarding, loving velationships with paerents but is
negatively related to cold, hostile, and tension-filled
parent-child relationships.

2. The concephb an individual has of himself is posi—
tively related to the child's perception of the parent-
child relationghip as loving, accepting, and rewarding,
while the self-concept is negatively related to the child's
perception of the parent-child relationship as harsh, cold,
and rejecting.

3. Sociomelbric status is pesitively related to per-

C a2

-

Llon of the parents as loving, accepting, and rewarding

end negatively related to perceovtions of them as harsh,
critical, and nsgzlecting.

¥

4, There is a positive relationship among vsychologi-
cal sdiustment, gself-concept, and soclometric status so that
nsycrnological adjustment 1ls associated with high self~

conceots and hign soclometric status.

Belated Literature
In his gtudy of elghth and ninch grade students,
Helver (17} found a small, but significant correlation
heltween the parvents? evaluvavions of thelr children and

Y.
ri

4N

Ir ehildrents gelf-evnluacions. Pesreeptions of parental
L

I



acceptance and Tavorablilllby were significantly velabted to

slf--favorabllity and self-accepltance in the child., How-

[V
}

ever, since there was some guestion as bto the validity and
accuracy of the sgelf-evaluatlive weasures and the measures
for parental acceptance, 1t was concluded that hypothesized
effects were slight and shceculd be discounted pending addi-
tional evidence.

The relationship between children's self-cvaluations
and their acceptability to peers was also sbtudled, It was
found that popular voys revéaled g significantly higher
degree of self-acceptance than did uvnvopular boys. lDor

girls, no significant relationship emerged betweecn self-

{

acceptance and popularity.
Pedersen and Stanford (33) examined the correlations

among each subscale of the California Test of Personality

(CTP) level of parental 1ldentification and gsglf-esteem for
both females and males. The results indicate that not many
of the CTP subscales are related to identification of males
with thelr fathers. [Feeling of belonging was the only sub-
scale which yielded a significant correlation. On the other
hand, the male with high self-esteem was found %o be self-
reliant, relatively free from withdrawing tendencies,
pergonally and soclally adjusted, and to have feelings of

rsonal worth, feelings of belonging and goced family rela-

4
U
W

[
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O

ng., Self-esteem in males, however, wasg not gignificantly

6]

related te having a sense of persoral frecdom, high scclal

2

vandards, good social skill, or good community relations.
o) 9 D

0
T
Q

Also, males who experienced a shtrong ldectifization



with thelr fathers tended to have strong feelings of be-
longing. With respcct to females, 1t was found that only
self-reliance was significantly related tc self-esteen.
Self-esteem was independent of the rewsining levels of
ad justment as measured by the CTP, while gtrong identifica-
tion with the mother'tended to be accompanied by self-
rellance, high sense of personal worth, absence of withdraw-
ing tendencles and nervous symptoms, good family, school,
and community relationship, and good personal, social, and
total adjustﬁent. In the words of Pedersen and Stanford
(33, p. 42), "the self-esteem of males, but not of females,
tended to be related to their personalities, whereas, the
level of identification of females, but not of males,
tended to be related to their personalitvies.®

Serot and Teevan (41) designed a study to determine

whether it was the child's percéeption or the parents'! per-

ception of the parent-child relationship which was more
significantly related to the psychological adjustment of

nine and bten-year-old children. The California Test of

Personality defined the child's lavel of adjustment, end the

owanson-Child Parent Relationshiv Scale (CPRS) was used to

evaluate the subjects' perceptions of the parent-child rela-
tionship. A Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient
of =.77 was obtained beitween the children's CPRS znd their

scores on the Personal Adjustment section of the CTP. For

the Sccial Adjustment Scale of the CIP and the CPRS, a



Pearson product-moment correlation of -~.84% was obtained;

he correlaéion of the CPRS with the Total 4djustment scors
minus the Family Belatlonships component was -.80. The
three correlations were slignificant beyond~the .01 level,
Negative correlations were obtalined because a low score on
the CTP, which is indicative of poor adjustment, was asso-
ciated with a high score on the CPES. A high score on the
CPHS indicates that the c¢hild perceives the parentmchild‘
relationship as far from ideal. The first hypothesis that
well-adjusted children perceived parent-child relations as
close to a theoretical 1ldeal was supported. The correlation
between the parents' perception and the children's percep-
tions of the parent-child relatlionships was not significant
and, thus, supported the nypothesis that there was 1little
agreement between the parents' perception and the child's
perception of their mutual relationship. The third hypo-
thesis that there was no significant rélationship between
parental perceptions of the parent-child relationship and
the child?s psychological adjustment was also supported.

It was concluded that the child's perception of the parent-
child relationship is "directly related to his adjustment,
while the actual parent-child relationship is only indirectly
related to the child's aajustment" (41, ». 377).

The relationships among perceived parental attltudes,

self-attlitudes, and secutiry 1in college étudents were

examined by Jourard and Remy (23). Compariscns were made



between the attitudes a cerson had toward his body and self
and his beliefs concerning parente2l cvaluatlon of his body
and self. It was hypothesized thet & perscn who felt that
his parents evaluated him in a positive way would cvaluate
himself in a similar fashion and slso have & sense of
personal security. The variables were wmeasured by a forty-
item body cathexes (BC) scale and a forty item self-cathexes
(SC) scale. The scales consisted of lists of various physi-

cal characteristics of the body, height or weight, and

psychological traits such asg bLemper or ability to accept

criticism. Scores on the Maslow Test of Psychological

Security-Insecurity (MAS) were used to measure sense of

personal securlty.

Correlations were computed to determine the degree of
relationship among the subdbject's body«oathexes and self-
cathexes scales and MAS scores. For women , the BC scoresg
correlated .68; for men, a .84 correlation was obtained
between the two scales. The BC scores for both sexes cor-
related significaently with perceived parental cathexes of
the subjects' bodies. The correlations between body cathexes
gcores and vercelved abtitudes of the mother toward the éub—
ject's body reached .56 for females and .68 for males. All

correiationsg were significant at the .01 level of signifi-

3]

cance, & result which supports tire hypothesis thalt ones cvalu-

0

atlion of his body and personality covary with his nercepbion

[#2]

of parental evaluations of his bedy and perscnality. Scores
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on the MAS were sigriflcaritly correlabed, beyond the .01
level, With'perceived narvental cathexes (parental attitudes
toward the child) and supported the hypothesis that those
individuals who evaluated themselves negatively and who
belleved thelir parents evaluated them in a siwllar way
would be insecure.

In short, it was found that self-rated cathexes for
the body and the self were significantly related to per-
celved parental cathexes, Signiflcant correlations between
perceilved cathexes of both parents and the MAS were glso
obtained. The results also indicated that negative self-
appraisal and perceived negaiive pavrental appraisals of the
self were correlates of psychological insecurity.

Medinnus (30), using two measures of self-acceptance
and a parent-chlld relationshin questionnalre, examined the
interrelations between extent of self-acceptance of adoles-
cents and thelr perceptions of sveclific aspects of their
parents' child-rearing procedures and attitudes. The hypoth-
esls that adolescents who were high in self-acceptance would
identify more closely with thelir parents and percelve them as
more accepting than adolescents who were low in self-accept-
ancse, was supporbed. Adolescents who were high in self-
acceptance and adjustment perceived their parents as loving,
but not as neglecting or rejecting. It was found that scores

ot the subtests of the Farent-Child Relationshivp Question-

naire for both the father and mother were significantly

related to self-acceptance in both males and females. The

results indicated, however, that psrceplions of the mother's



child~rearing attitudes were more closely related to gelf-

acceptance than uwere perceptions of the fatherts child-
rearing practlces,
Piety (34) administered a parent-perception guestion-

naire to school age children in order to determine if

erceptlions of thelr parents were related to their behavior

o]

at school as observed and rated by peers and teachers. It
was hypothesized that chlldren showing inappropriaste identi~
fication with parents as defined by high scores on the Plety

Parent-Perception Questiomnaire would be more frequeutly

rated by thelr peers as withdrawn or aggressive., The Chi

.

square design wag usged to determine if any significant rela-

]
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ted cen the students'! parent-perception

ot
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scoreg and thelr social adjustment categories, which were

o’
0
6]
(¥}

d on thelr soclometric status and ratings by teachers
The results strongly suggested that the subjects! perception)

of thelr parents was related to thelr behavior at school, /

<L
o'

here influencing their ratings by teachers and oveers.
£ >

J
Students who were more often rated as withdrswn or aggres-

sive obbtained high scores on the parent-perception question-

naire which indicate ine 1tal identification.
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Those students wno reported appropriate parent identifica-
tion were rated more fregquently as soclally integrative
rather than withdrawn or aggressive. The results also sug-

sted that aggresslive individuals with faulty parental

ge I
identiflication were the most maladjusted bhoys 1n the sanple,



Cox {14) used sixth, seventh, and eighth graders to
determine if measures bessed on independent observations of

the child's behavior were mole sirongly oorrelateﬁ with
parents! own reports of their arfectioral behavior toward
the child than was the child's perception of the parent-
child relationship. He also studied the influence of the
father's and wother's affectional behavior based on (a) the
parents' reports of their respective behavior and (b) the
child's perception of ?Lspectlve parental behaviors

The Pacent-Child Zelations questlonnalre was us ed to

measure the child's perceptions of loving-rejecting varental
b echaviors., Scores on the PCR scales were then correlated
with (a) socilal level of the family; (b) the self~concept
of the child; (c) the child's problems as measured by the

SBA Junior Iaventorys; {(d) bthe child's health problems; and

(e) & sociomebric measurs of p@er acceptance-rejection,.

J
The data guggested that the child's verception of the
parents' affectional behavior was more ciosely correlated
with the child's behavior than was the parents' report of
thelir affecticnal behavior. Mothers' reports of their bew-
havior was more closely related to the child's behavier
than were tTabhers' reports of their oh1ld rearing behaviors,
However, the father's affectional behavior, as perceived by
the child, was found to be more. iufluential than the mother's

affectiocnal pehavior on the behavior of tihe child as long

<D

ag the parents’ behavior was baged on the child's



perception of the parental child-rearing attitudes. Self-
concept, IQ; and pecr ascephbance-rejection were positively
related to the child's perceptions of both parents as lov-
ing, but negatively related to perceptions of i
as neglecting and rejecting.
The relationships among anxlisty, self-concept, and

sociometric status have been investigated by Horwitz (18).
Fourth, fifth, and sixth grade subjects were administered

the Children's Manifest Anxiety Scale (CiMa), the Children's

Self-Concept Scale (SC), and tests by a ranking sociometric

technique. Lower scores represented higher sociometric sta-
tus, while higher scores represented lower soclometric status.
Consistent negative correlations were found between anxieby
and self-concept indicating that the high anxiety was asso-
ciated with low self-concept; correlations were -.54, -.25,

and ~.59 for the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, respectively.
Anxiety and sociomebric status were negatively related, indi-
cating that high anxiety was associated with low sociometric

- i3

status. Th

D

correlations between the CMA and SC scores, all
significant at the .01 level, were ~.44, -.18, and -.UL for
the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades respectively. That high
soclomebtric status was associated with high self-concept was
revealed by the positivé correlations (.55, .18, .18) ve-
tween soclometric sbtatus and self~ccuncent for each of the
three grade levels. .The results suggested that the anxious

child is usually less porular and has a poorer self~concent
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than does the legs anxious child.

'r_J

A review of the literature has revealed the importance

J

of the child's subjective evaluation of hils parents' and
peers' attit ' des toward him. Especially relevant to the
personality deve1op“ant of the child are those parental
practices which convey the attitudes of love, acceptance,.
warmth or rejectlon, hostility, and indifference. Previous
studies have indicated that warm parent-chlld relationshivs,
as perceiﬁed by the child, are usually assoclated with posi-
tive self~images, self-confidence, and acceptance by peers.
On the other hand, children who perceived their parents as
harsh, critical, or recjecting suffered poor self-concept,
rejectlion by peers, and impalired psychological functioning
in the form of anxiety, lack of security, and defensiveness.
The results of the previous studies suggest that it
would be fruitful to study separately (a) the relationships
among parental attitudes as perceived by the child and the
child's psychclogical adjustment, self-concept, and socio-
meltric status; and (b) the relat lonships among the variables
of paychological adjuétment, self-concept, and sociometric
status. Therefore, the ecxamination of these specific rela-
Tlonships constlituted the problems and purposes of the

present study.
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CHAPYER IX

Subjects
Studentg from the twelfth grade of a south Texas
Public System served as subjects for the present situdy.
The entire senior class was administered the tests, but only
those students wio melh certalin criteria were included in the

mple. To he included as subjacts, the students must have
EN N +

been living wilth both natural parents and have been enrolled

-
A

\‘.)

in the school system for at ast the previous semester.
Those students whose test records did not meebt the estab-
lighed criteria were excluded from the sample prior to
gtatistical analysis of the data. Twelve of the students
did not meet the specification of living with both natural
parents, and five were absent during one or more testiing
days. The final sample consisted of forty-eight subjects;
twenty-elght boys and twenty girls. The mean age of the

suhjects was eighteen years, two nmonths.

Insbruments

Pour measuring ilnstruments were employed in the study.

o
=

They were: (a) the California Test Personalitby (CTP),

J¢

rel

which provided an index of psychological adjustment (10);
(L) a measure of the child's self-.concept entitled How I

20
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Feel About lyself (B); (&) a sociomebric technique desigred

to provide a relabive index of the child's social status in

the classroon (2)3; and (4) the Parent-Child Zelationship

Questlonnaire (ﬁ R); which measured the child's perceptlons

of parental attitudes (5).

0]
L"

The total scores on the Californiag Test of Personality

1

(CcT?) Secondary Series AA were used as an index of psycho-
logical adjustment. A high score on the CTP is considered
to be indicative of relatively good adjustment, The CTP,
which is "organized around the concevi of adjustment as a
balance between personal and soclal adjustment® (10, p. 3),
is composed of flve yes-no guestlonnalires with different
forms which are appropriate for developmental levels rang-
ing from kindergarten through adulthood. Two major scoring
categories, personal and soclal adjustment, are provided
for in each questionnaire. Zach of these categories is
further divided into six scoring subcategories with pro-
visions made for a summary of the entire test score.

2

Personal adjustment is composed of categories related to

w
o

gelf-reliance, sense of personzsl worth, sense of freedom,
feeliﬁg of belonging, withdrawing tendencies, and nerﬁous
gymptous. Soclal adjustment is concerned with areas of
s2clal gtanderds, soclal skills, anti-social tendenciss,
2mily relations. school or occupabtional relaﬁions, and
conmunity celations.

The HManual for the California Test of Personality




(10, p. 3) lists and defines the various subtests and the
interpretations which should be placed upon them:
Personal Adjustment

1A, SBELF-RELIANCE .- - An individual may be
said to be self-reliant when his overt acltions
indicate that he can do things independently of .
others, depend upon himself in various sltuatlons,
and direct his own activities. The self-reliant
person 1is also characteristically stable emotion-
ally, and responsible in his behavior,

1B. SENSE OF PERSONAIL WORTH - - An indi-
vidual possesses a sense of being worthy when he
feels he is well regarded by others, when he feels
that others have faith in his future success, and
when he velieves.that he has average or better
than average ability. To feel worthy means to feel
capable and reasonably attractive. ,

1C, SENSE OF PEZRSONAL FREEDOM - - An indi-
vidual enjoys a sense of freedom when he ig per-
mitted to have a rceasonable share in the determ-
ination of his conduct and in setting the general
policlies that shall govern his life. Desirable
freedom includes permission to choose one's own
friends and to have at least a little spending
money.

1D. FPFEELING OF BELONGING -~ - An individual
feels that he belongs when he enjoys the love of
his family, the well-wishes of good friends, and
a cordial relationship with people in general.
Such a person will as a rule get along well with
his teachers or employers and usually feels proud
of his school or place of business.

1B. WITHDBAWING TENDENCIES -~ - The individual
who is sald bo withdraw is the one who substitutes
the joys of a fantasy world for actual successes
in real 1life. OSuch a person is characteristically
sensitive, lonely, and given to self-concern.
Normal adjustment is characterized by reasonable
freedom from these tendencies.

1F., NERVOUS SYMPTOMS ~ - The individual who
1s classified as having nervous symptoms is the
one who suffers from one or more of a variety of-
physical symptoms such as loss of appetite, fre- -
quent eye strain, inability to sleep, or a tend-
ency to be chronically tired. People of this kind
may be exhiblting physical expressions of emotional
conflicts,



sotial adlustinent

24, SOCIAL STANDARDS - - The individual
who receognlzes Cesliravnls zoclizl standards is
the one who has come to understand the rights
of others and who zovrreciates the necessity of
subordinating certain desires to the needs of
the group. Such an individual understands what
is regarded as being right or wroung.

2B, SOCHAL SKILLS - - An individual nmay
be gald to be socially skillful or effective
when he shows a liking for people, when he in-
convenicnces himself ©o bz of assistance to
them, and when he is diplomatic in his dealings
with both friends and sitrangers. The socially
skillful person subordinates his or her egoistic
tendencles in favor of interest in the problems
and activities of his associates.

2C, ANTI-SOCTAL TENDENCIES - - An indi-
vidual would normally be regarded as anti-soclal
when he is given to bullying, frequent quarrel-
ing, disobedience, and destructiveness to property.
The anti-social person is the one who endeavors
to get his satisfactions in ways that are damaging
ana unfair to others. Normal adjustment is char-
acterized by reasonable freedom from these tend-
encles.

2D, FAMILY BELATIONS ~« - The individual who
exhibits desirable family relationships is the
one who feels that he is loved and well-treated at
home, and who has sense of security and self-
respect in comnection with the various members of
his family. Superior family relations also in-
clude parental control that is neither too strict
nor too lenlent.

2, SCHOOL RELATIONS - ~ The student who is
satisfactorily adjusted to his school is the one
who feels that his teachers like him, who enjoys
bzing with other students, and who finds the
school work adapted to his level of interest and
maturity. Good schocl relations involve the feel-
ing on the part of the student that he counts for
somsthing in the 1life of the institution.

2F. COMMUNITY RELATIONS - - The individual
who may be said to be meking geod adjustments in
his communitlty 1is the one who mingles happily with
his neighbors, who takes pride in community im-
provements, and who 1s tolerant in dealing with
both strangers and foreigners. Satisfactory com-
punily relations include as well the disposition
to be respectful of laws asud regulations pertain-
ing to the general welfare,

23
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eliability coef{iuzicnts cn the CIP range from .97 to
.51 with a treund toward the higher correlations. Corrcla~
tions between the personal and soclal sectlons range from
.63 to .77, wﬁile correlation ceoefficients ranging from

.35 to .50 have Leen obtainecd for the subcategories (3).

It appears, then,'that there is a falr degree of reliabllity
between the total score and the two major categories,
personal and social adjustment, With respect to the valid-
1ty of the CTP, Sims (7, p. 39) writes "that as a measure of
self-concept in the, as of now vaguely defined area called
adjustment, this test is gs valid as wmost instruments.®

Tne measure entitled How I Feel About Myself was used

to assssz the gelf-concept of each student. The total score
on the instrument provides a measure of self-concept with
higher scores considered indicative of a more positive self-
concept. The questionnaire, composed of eighty yes or no
-statements is divided into six subscales, which measgsure the
sell-concept variables of intelligence, behavior, anxiety,
popularity, appearance, and feelings of happiness.
Sociometric ratings are extremely useful technigues
for studying natterns of interpersonal reclationships énd
have been erndorsed by several writers (1, 6, 9). Socio-
metric techniques congist of a defined procedure for asking
individuals to make choices from among group members and in-
volve a specified criterion by which these cholces are made.

In spite of the veriations of the s=oclilometric ftechniane.
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The subjects! cholces were restricted

to those students of the same sex since Gronlund (2) found
evidence of a sex cleavage or consistent tendency to choose
embers of the sawe sex, a btrend which often extends to the

2o0llege level,

Instructions

writte
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each subject to select (vom the list of the same-sexed

a

&1}

S‘

pomd

classmatbtes the three studsesnts he liked best in the ¢
The subjects were not allowed Lo vote for themaselves. The

y

subjects were also limited bto tnree choices for the liked-
most subjects because Grenlund (2) has written that three
choices are usually sufficient to obhtain a wvalid soccio-
metric evaluation,

In order to compute cociometric status, the number of
cholces the student actually received was divided by the
number of cholces he could have received had he been chosen
by everyone. Subjects were divided into two groups on the
bagis of sex, and the number of cholces actually received
was divided by the number of subjects in his group, minus
one. rFor the male subjects, the number of choices received
was divided by thirty-nine; for female subjects the number
of choices received was divided by twenty-three. The pur-
pose of this procedure was to account for (a) the different
nuaber of male and female subjeéts employed in the present
study and (b) the fact that students were not allowed to
vote for therxselves.

The PCR is an instrument designed to measure characF

taerl

U

tic parental behavior btoward the child as perceived by

the child. It consgists of ten subtests, independently

5}

Py

scored, which describe the benavior characteristic of toth

¢

the father snd the mother. 31z ol the sublests contain

Fifteen fTtema eari ond mewa Amems asee A2 =03 e oo e
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racterized as Loving, Irotecting, Demanding, Rejecting,

(9]
oy
oY)
s

and Casuval.  The remalning sublests congist of ben iteus

each for Symbolic-Lovs Beuwsrd, Direct-Object Reward, and

Direct-Object Punishment. The deserivtions of the subtests

2
Lt
Cl,

.

[

szegted by Boe and Siege n (5).

o

which follow are those vy

.

Parents whose behavior is characterized as protective
give first priority to thelr children's interests. These
varents are sxbtremely affectionate and indulgent, and seek
to protect their children from any expecriences wnich may
cause Them dlisappointment, discomfort; or injury. Farents
in this category reward dependency, are highly intrusive,
and expect to be completely informed about the thoughts and
cxperiences of their children.

Demanding parents impose strict regulations, require
vrguestioning obedience to these regulations, and are highly

cunitive., High standards of accomplishment are established
[} L

and all behavior is resiricted and judged accor ingly.
Lemanding parents do not encourage independent thinking and

.mpoge thelr own attitudes and thoughts on their children.
RejJecting parents often follow child-rearing practices
simllar to those used by dsmanding parents but are more ex-
treme. The crucial difference is that they rejsct the child~
nlld or reject nim as an individual. Reject-
lng parents are cold, hostile, and often make fun of the fears
and provlems of their children. There is no regard for the

children's point of view, and they are often left alone,
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Restrictions which are eatablished are not for the benefit
of the children but to prcevent their interference with
parental aGuLVJLIGS.

Parents whose behavior is characterized as neglecting
pay little attention to thelr children, give them no affec-
tion, and provide a wminimum of physical care. Promises and.
favors are guickly forgotten. Neglecting varents are coid,
but they are not derogatory or hostile toward their chil-
dren. Nhilé neglecting parents may leave thelr children
alone, they do not make it a point to avoid them.

Casual parents are mildly affectionate and responsive
to thelr children as long as the children do not interfere
with thelir interests. The children are considered as nart
of the general situation, but no definite plans to train
them or provide for them arc made. The few restrictions
which exlis?t are lenient and often not enforced.

438 the name implies, loving parents are warm, affection-~
ate, and helpful. Loving parents are interested in their
children's actiﬁities and feelings, but they are not intru-
slve; praise 1is given frequently, but not indiscriminately
given. “avents who are described as loving, give assistance
and direction which are in the best interests of their chil-
dren, but encourage independence and autonomy and are will-
ing to lel their children iake chances in ordér to develop
these charascteristics. While loving parents zre more

Likely to reason with their childrer than to sunish,
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iec factor which differepn--

s
n

they will punish them. The hLas
tlates loving parents from casual parenits is the amount of-
thought given to the child's problems. Loving varsnts are
conicerned with their children's oroblcus while casusl
parents are not,

The four remaining subtests deal with symboliic-reward
and punishment as opposed to direct-object-reward and
punishment. Parents who use Symbolic-Love Reward tech-
nigues give praise, attention, and affection for approved
behavior. Dircct- Obgect—? ward involves rewards in the
Torm of money, toys, special tirips, or relief from chores.
Tarents who use Symbolic-Love Punishment punish the child
by shaming him before others, isolating him, and withdrawing
love. In Direct-Object Punishaent parents employ physical
punishment or withhold tangible objects such as toys or

money .

Procedure

Permission was obtained from the suﬁerintendemt to
utilize school files and to adminisher the measures. re-~
quired by the study. Cooperatiocn wag then elicited from
the teachers and students reprhﬂenuwn@ the classzes to be
used.  Cn the first.day of tes sting, the examiner intro-
duced himgelf and explained the nature of the study.  The
students were told that the examiner was interested in

studying the relatlonships among parental agttitudes as
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perceived by the individual, aud the individual's psychow-

.

logical adjustwment, self-concept, and soclomebtric slatus.

It was stressed that the examiner was aot trying to pry

into the personal lives of individual students and that

all the information obtained would be strictly confidential.
In order to instill confidence and to maximize the possi-
bility of truthful responses, the coding system which had
been devised to guarantee anonymity was explained. The
system congisted simply of arbitrarily assigned numbers to
each student which he later affixed to his test records. -

In this way, no names were placed on the test records. The
gstudents were told that there were no right or wrong an-
swers and that only their true feelings were being sought.
An especial appeal was made to the students to be completely
honest in thelir responses,and theilr full cooperation was
elicited. All questlons regarding procedure were answered

before the actual testing began.
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The means
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each of the measures used in the jpresent study.

descriptive stacistics
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TARLE
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S50CI0MSTR
AND PCR SCORE

in Table I.

FOR CTP SCORES
LG STANYS

and standard deviations were computed for

These

i

YMeasuring Instruments Means ‘Standard Deviabions
California Test of ;

Personality 116,47 ? 25.76
Self-Concept 51.13 11.95
Sociometric Status

(Males) .07 .06
Socicunetric Status

(Fewales) ) .05 .05
ffg;?é Si;éﬁig;éggig““ Hother [Father | Hother |Father

Pon-b-1 30.7% 27.10 Bl 6.32
Protective 47,92 27.2 i 6.86 7.55
Re jecting 34,88 34,19 11.22 9.22
Casual 2.85 . | L4,85 7.62 8.89
Rew-S~L 34,69 33.27 6.40 6.71
Deranding 48.92 L7.65 8.37 10,00
Punishment D-0 30.27 27.56 | 7.81 7.2
Loving 54,60 sh.71 ¢ 10,95 10.86
Neglecting . 28.94 1 31,10 ; 9.68 10.00
Rew-D-0 g 29.69 q 29,67 t 7.75 8.25

Pearson were calculated to

assess the degree of relations

nip B

product moment correlations

-

etveegn each

of the



experimental variables.

Tuble

I1 contains
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the correlations

ameng perceptions of parents' child-rearing attibudes, self-

concept,and psychological =zdjustment.

TABLZ

INTERCORRELATIONS AMONG
SELF-CONCEPT, AND PERCEIVED

Ir

YCHOLOGICAL ADJUSTMENT,

PARENTAL ATTITUDES

Percep- { Psychologi- {|Self- Percep~ |Pgychologi~- |Self-
tlon of {cal Adjust- |[Concept |[tion of {cal Adjust- {Concept
Mother ment Father ment
Hew=-D-0 W22 20 Rew-D-0 .03 .20
Neglect - b2%E - %% Hileglect - 0% ~ g
Loving L] e .31 Loving . 5oE% ~-.36%
Pun-D-0 .04 13 Pun-D-0 .02 -.01
Demand - ; Demand -

ing - 29%% - 24 - ing .11 12
Rew-S-~L .25 .22 Rew-S~L Lo . 33%
Casual .12 .22 Casual AT - Ll
Reject- Reject-~

ing -, 4% - J7RE ing - 53%% -.36%
Pun-S-L .25 -, 273 Pun~S-L .09 .10
Proteg- Protec~

tiva ! .10 .03 tive .27 .16

*p <« .05
v:m"p & . O'L

The PCR subscales of Symbolic-Love

Reward, Direct-

Cbject Reward, Symbolic-Love Punishment, Direct-Object

Punishment, and Protecting were not significantly related

to psychological adjustuent or self-concept.

This

is not

surprising in view of the fact the pervading emotional

climate

O

o
X

the home 1s considered to be more significant



3
to the child's opfSndaulﬁy develonpmant then the specific
methods of discipline {(14). Several studiles have consist-
ently indicated the extreme lmporbance of the various
dimensions of perceived narental bebhavior in the child's
psychological development. Thaose dimensions include
(a) love-hostility and control-autonomy (23); (b) Loving,
Demanding, and Punishment (30); and (c¢) Acceptance versus
Rejection, Pgychological Control, Firm Control versus Lax
Control (28). It is probable that varental behavior con-
noting love, neglect, or rejection, exerts a more profound
effect on the child's personality development than doss the
gpecilfic method of benavioral control. If a child per-
ceives his parents as loving and accepbing, then it is
unlikely that the use of direct-object punishment such as
spanking, ratner than symbolic--punishment technigues, such
ag shaming the child before others, would be extremely

significant to the child's personality development. Like-
wise, uhe child's perceptions of the parents as neglecting
would probably have more effect on the child's personality
development than would the varents' use of specific sym-
bolic-love reward techniques, for exawmple, the use of
pralse for approved behavior, or reward-direct object tech-
niques such as giving money or toys for approved behavior.
Parental behavior is multidimensional and the child
responds to many aspects of the parents' behavior and

pergonalitby rathcr than to one characteristic of parental



behavior or personaliiy {23).

Negati&e correlatlicrs were Tound among percepibiong of
both parents as negleceting and rvejecting and psychological
ad justment. Psychological adjustment was alsoc negatively
related to perceptions of the father as casual and percep-

tions of the mother as demanding. The negative corvelations

indicate that low scoreg on tne California Test of Person-

et w0}

ality, which are indicative of poor psychological adjustment,

are assoclated with high sceres on the Parent-Child Hela-

tionship Guesltionnaire subscales cf neglecting, rejecting,
casual, and demanding. Ferceplbions of bvoth parents as lov-
ing were positively related to psychologlcal adjustment.
Use of reward symbollc-loving technigues by the father, but
not of the mother, was positively related to psychological
ad justment. The previously mentioned correlations were
significant beyond the .05 level, with correlations among

psychological adjustment and the subscales of loving, re-

Vi
[t

Jecting, and neglecting, reaching significance beyond the
.01 level. Thus, there is support for the first hypothesis
that psychological adjustment is positively related to warm,
rewarding, loving relatlonshlps with parents but is nega-
tively related to cold, hostile, and Tension-filled parent-
cnild relationships. |

Correlations among self-concept and percelved parental
attlitudes were computed, and the results are in the pre-

dicted direction. nz subscales of Reward-Direct-Object,
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Punisnment-Direzt-0bject, Punishment Symbolic-Loving, and
Protective were nolt significantly related to self-concept.
As in the case of psycncloglcal adjustment, 1t is probable
that perceptions of .the parents as neglecting, loving, re-
jecting,or casual are more influential than specific parental
disciplinary techﬁiquesa

Perceptions of the father, but not of the mother, as
employing reward symbolic~loving techniques were positively
related to self-concept {p€£.05). Since reward symbolic-
loving techniques involve the giving of praise, attention,
and alffection for approved hehavior, 1t is not difficult to
visualize 1its positive relationship to self-concept. Per-
ceptions of the mother as using reward symbolic-loving
techniques did not correlate significantly with self-
concept or psychological adjustment. These correlations
were, however, near the required magnitude for significance,
and the slight sex imbalance in favor of male subjects may
account for the fact that they did not reach significance.

Negative correlations were obtained among self-concept
and percepticng of both parents as rejecting and neglecting;
negative correlations were also obtained for psyohological
ad justment and perceptions of the father as casual. Posi-
tive correlations were also obtained between self-concept
and pe?ceptisns of the father as using reward symbolic
loving techniquss. The aforementioned correlations were

slgnificent teyond the .05 level, with the correlation



coefficients for loving, negiechting, and rejecting exceed-
ing the .01 level of significance. The second hypothaesis
that self-concept is positively related o the child's per-
ception of the parenft-child relationship as loving, accept-
ing, and rewarding bubt negatively related to the child's
perception of the parent-chlld relationship as harsh, cold,
and rejecting was su@ported.

Table III contains the correlations among zociometric
status and perceived parental attitudes by sex of subjects,
Perceptions of the mother as loving, neglecting, and reject-
ing were significantly related to scclometric status in
females, but perceptions of the wmother's child-rearing
attitudes were not significantly related to soclometric
status of males. The only subscale significantly assocciated
with soclometric status of females was perceptions of the
Tather as loving. Perceptions of the féther as loving
were significantly and positively related to the sgocio-
metric males, while perceptions of the father as neglecting
were negatively related to sociometric status of males.

The remaining subscales of protective, punishment symbolic«
loving, casual, reward, symbolic~loving, demanding, and
reward direct object were not significantly related to the
soclometric status of either sex. There is partial sup~
rort for the third hypobthesis that soclometric status is
positively related to wacrm, vewarding parent-child rela-

tionships and 1ls negativoly related to cold, indifferent,
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and hostile parent-cnild relationships. Suvport for the
hypothesis should be considered partial since (a) none of
the mother's child-tearing attitudes as perceived by the
child were significantly related to the soclometric status
of males, and (b) perception of the father as loving was
the only subscale significantly related to sociomebric

gstatus in females.,

TABLE IITX

CORRZLATIONS AMONG SCCIOMETRIC STATUS AND

PERCEZIVED PARENTAL ATTITUDLES BY

S

=X OF SUBJECTS

PN

PCR Subscales Sex father Fother
Protective F - S;ZL %i
Pun-5-L ; 08 o
Rejecting g ":%5 _'22*
Casual g ::gg n:gg
Rew~3-L % :ig :%i
Demanding % m:%g -:gg‘
 Pun-D-0 g ::gg _:%i
Loving % :gé: :82%
Neglecting % ::gg%* ::g%%
Rew-D-0 . - gwé '35

*p
;
-
sean T

£
I\p < .

[

5
1
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The correlations smong psychological adjustment, sclf.-
concept, and gociometric status were computed to asssss the
degree of relationship betwzen sach of these three variables,

Table IV contains Lhesgse correlations.

TABLZ IV

INTERCORRALATIONS ANONG PSYCHOLOGICAL ADJUSTMENT,
D&QP“CONFEET,AHD SOCILONETRIC STATUS
DY Su¥ OF SUBJACTS

LJ

Experimental Variables Sex T
Psychological Self-Concepnt M L72%
Ad justment F .62
Self-Concevt Sociometric it .23
~ Status F 7l
Sociometric Psychological 11 .30
Status Ad Jjustment ¥ L7TE

p £ .01

Pogsitive correlations, significant beyond the .01
level, were obtained among the variables of psychological

djustment, self-concept and soclometric status for girls.

0

b

Tfowever, this was not true for male subjects. While the

O

correlations among psychological adjustment, self-concept

and socilomebtric status were in fthe predicted direction, they
failed to reach the .05 level of significance. Correlations
between nsychological adjustment and self~concept were posi-~

tive and exceeded the .01 level of gigrnificance. The fourth



hypothesils that psychological odjustunent, selif-concent, and
gsoclometric staltus are positively related was suppourted Tor
girls. Dowever, the hypothesis was only partially supported
for male subjects in that the significant and positive cor-

relation between self-concept and ovsychological adjustment

was the only hypothesized relationship which was obtained.

Discussion

Statistical analysis revealed significant relationships
between psychological’adjustment, self-conceptions, and
perceptions of both parents as rejecting, loving, and neg-
lecting. Perceptions of the father as employing réward~
symbolic loving techniques were positively related to the
subjects? psychological adjustment and self-concept, while
perceptions of the father as casual were negatively related
té psychological adjustment and self-concept. Negative
correlations were also cobtained among perception of mother
as dewanding and the subject's psychological adjustment and
gseli-concept.

These findings are expected both in bterms of general
theory and in the light of various research studies. It
is generally held that an individual's self-concept is
substentially derived from descriptions made of him by his
parents (13, 30), and Cox (6) has written that an indi-~
vidual's self-concept has its roots in his perceptions of

parents as neglecting, rejecting, casual and denanding.
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It scems reascnable Lo acsume that parental attitudes
and practices, which Innly rejectlion, hestility, or lack
of worth, will ftend to prcduce children with negative self-

3

images. On the other hand, it is likely that parental

atblitudes which convey love, warmth, and acceptance will
T sult'in children with positive self-images.

In short, the results of the present study support the
widely~held notion that the perceived parental attitudes‘
are lmportant in the personality development of the child.
The results also support the view that a positive self-

“

concepe is essential to adequate vpsychological adjJustment.

1

Significant positive relationships were found among
soclometric status of males and females and perceptions of
both parents as loving. Soclicmetric status of females was
negatively related to perceptions of the mother as neg-
lecting and rejecting. Ifor males, socliometric status was
negatively related to perceptious of the father as neg-
1ecting; no significant relatlonships wevre found to exist
among perceived maternal attitudes and soclometric status
of males. These findings are consistent with the results
of F. N. Cox (5}, Feinberg (10) and Piety (25), which sug-
gested that warm, rewarding relationships with parents,
especially those of the same sex, were clogsely related to
the child's later peer relationships.

The fact that seclometric status was more élosely

related to bhe perceived child-resring attitudes of the



came--gcaxed parent 1s loglcel, 5ince boys were allowed to
vote only for boys and gilrls were allowed to vote only for
sivls, soclial effectiveness and self-confidence sround
smenmbers of the opposite sex would net be an important

factor in determining socliometric status. Secondly, as
lussen, Conger, and Kavan (23) iudicate, the adolescent peer

Zroup serves as a prototype for labter adult interaction,

I3

gnd 1T is probable that positive interpersonal relations
withh an adult of the same sex are important in the adoles-~
cent's becoming sccially acceptbted. Presumably an adult will
know the social demands made upon both sexes, and if there’
ig a warm relatlonship between the parent and the sane-
sexed child, 1t 1s likely that some type of instruction as
to wnat is required of a specific sex will take place.
Parents who are perceived as loving by their children
orovide faveorable models from which the child can acquire
self-confildence and appropriate sex skills which are con-
ducive to accepbance by peers. Neglecting or rejecting
narents do not provide favorable models, and the child is
not likely to enter the wider social world of peers with
self-conflidence or adequate social skills. Having been
rejected once, the child may now anticipate further rejec-~
tlon and euploy various compensatory mechanisms such as

ag

rrq

cgressiveness, defensiveness or withdrawal fron others,
actions which result in still greater rejection and feelings

of Joneliness.
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Perceptions of the nctherv

¥}

teohild-rearing attitudes

were significantly related to socicmetric status of females,
but not of males. However, percepticns of fathers as lov-
ing were positlvely related to seocliometric status in females.
This finding 1s indirectly velated to the study of lussen and
Rutherford's (24) which found that only the boy's perceptions
of the father as nurturant and powerful vere related to his

15N £,

acquisition of masculinity; the nature of the mother-son

>e

relationship did not appear to be significant. In fact,
Johnson (15) indicates that dependence upon the mother may
be negatively associated with acceptance by peers in boys.
This was not the case for girls, in that perceptions of the
father, as well as perceptlions of the mother, as loving
were necessary for the development of femininity.

It may be that society places a grea%er value on mas-
culine traits and offers a more distinet set of cues and
rewards for the soclalization of the male child than it
Joes for socislization of the female child (26). 1If this
iz the caze, then once the male child is motivated to ac-
guire appropriane sex skills, presumably from having
gxperienced a warm,rewarding relationship with the fathef,
soclety will facilitate the sgocilalization process. If
soclety 4id pot provide such a distinct set of cues and
rewards for the girls, wmobtivatlng the fewmale child to ac~

quire and continue to manifest aporopriabte sex skills
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would be largely relegated te the Tanlly, specifically the
mother and the fTather.

While masculine or feminine behavior does not rneceg-
sarily guarantee peer acceptance, 1t should be remembered
that (a) there is a posibive relationship hetween popular-
ity and the cultural stereotype relevant to one's sex; and
that (b) the acquisiiions of appropriate sex skills are con-
sequences of rewarding relationshlps with parents of the
same sex (23).

The studies oited above have implications for the
present study in that they suggest that socilal demands
and sex differences may be Tactors which account for the
fact thét goclometric status of sons was not related to per-
ceilved child-rearing practices of the mother., At any rate,
the resuits of this study, with respect'to the relationship

Fal

of perceived parental attltudes to the child's soclometric
svatus, are relatively consistent with the general findings
that warm, rewarding parent-child relationships, as per-
celved by the child, are positively related to the child's
gsociometric status, -
Significant correlations were found to exist among
paychological adjustment, self-concept, and sociometric
status for girls, bﬁt not for boys. Waile the finding

that boy's gelf-concept and soclometric stalus were not

significantly relaeted is unsxpected, several reasons can
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sectbed correlations

bhe advanced to explain why the ex
were not obtained.

In the Tirst place, the boys may have “faked” fThe
self-concept measure. Taylor and Coombs (32) found that
maladjusted individuals werc less able than adjusted indi-
vidualé to accept threatening or derogatory statements
about themselves. BSoclety stresses that men should be
strong, and the increased preassure “to be a man” may havé
tempted the boys to respond in the socially acceptable way.

Sex differences in the formation of friendships might
algo explain why psycholegical adjustuent, sélfmcomoept, and
sociometric stabtus were significantly related to each other
for girls, but not for voys. For girls, friendships may be
more intimate and more concerned with nuriturance needs than
are friendship patterns in boys (8). Friendship relations
in boys are frequently not so intimate, and boys more often
may be concerned with heving a companibn who is friendly
and who_shares a common interest in various achtivities (23).
Thus, it is possible that acceptance by peers is more es-
sentlal %o a girl's feelings of worth or securify than it
is to a boy's self-concept or self-esteem.

The fact that psychological adjustment in the present
study was more closely related to the subjscts' perception
of fathers',.%han To nmothers' child-rearing attitudes, 1s
consistent wich the findings of saveral studies (1, 6, 15,

A

31). It is, however, inconsistent with the findings of
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Helper {12) and Medinnus (22) which supvert the view thatb
the mother--child relabtlioaship is the more significant.
Difference in mcthodology could partially account for
the discrepaﬂf regults obtained in the previously described
studies, The samples of those studies which favored the
role of the father in the child's development contained a
disproportionate number of male subjects to female sub-
jects, while the studies whose findings stressed the impor-
tance of the mother employed samples with a larger number
of female subjects., Furthermore, ths data from both sexes
were combined and the statistical analyses based on com-
posite scores rather than on the specific data for males
and females. If the sgme-sexed varent were more instru-
mental in the psychological adjustment of the child, then
the results wight be slanted toward higher, but spurious
correlations with respect to the importance of the father's
or mother's role in the child's development. Theoretically
ﬁhe child will identify more strongly with the same-sexed
parent because of perceived similarity and social pressure
to do so (15, 23, 24). If this is true, then it would
follow that a dispropcertionate number of males or feméles
would result in a biased estimate of the importance of a
particular parent in the child's psychological developument.
Age differences in the subjects could also account for

the disparity in results. The subjects in the previously

6

3
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discussed studles ranged Trom sixth grade students to
college freshmen. Several investigaters (9, 11, 19) have
reported that the child's percepblons ol his parents'® attl-
tudes Coward him vary with age level. Generally, young
children perceive'parents as more loving and accepting,
while adolescents have more negative attitudes toward their
parents and perceive them as more critical, demanding, and
rejecting. If children's perceptions of thelr parents' be-
havior fluofuate with age or chronological development,
then 1t is pogsible that using subjects of different ages
would be one cause of contradictory results.

A wide assortment of measuring. instruments was used to
cperationally define the experimental variables, What is
deseribed by one measuring instrument does not always have
the same meaning in terms of another instrument. For
example, psychopathology as defined by the MMPL may not be

analagous to maladjustment as defined by the Bills Index

of Adjustment and Values; identification as described by a

semantic differential may be something different from
idenﬁifiuation as measﬁred by similarity of parents' and
child's MMPI protfTiles.

Furthermore, each of the gstudies stressed somewhat
different aspects of the parent-child interaction and their
relationships to various behavioral_oorrelates'in the child.
Cox (7) placed emphasis on the association among percep-

ticng of the parents® child-rearing attitudes and the
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child's peer acceptance, intecllligence quobtient, emotlional

problems and health preblems. Sopchak (21) related greater
tendency toward HMPI nsychopathology and fallure of children
to identify with the fathcr rsther than fallure to identify
with the mother. PRecker, et al. (1) stressed the high cor-
relation between adjustment of the father, as opposed to’
psychological adjustment of the mother, in the development
of personality problems in children. Helper (12) concluded
that the mother v»layed the more significant role in the
child's personality developmen?® hecause dependency upon the
father was related to perceived reward by the mother for
guch dependency and because there was no relationship be-
tween dependency upon elther parent and perceived reward by
the father for such dependency. For Medinnus (22), the

fact that perceptions of the mothexr's ohiid~rearing atti-
tudes were more closely related to self-acceptance than

were perceptiong of the father's child-rearing attitudes was
sufficlent evidence to conolude.that wothers exert a greater
influence in the child's personality development than do

the fathers.

It is obviougs that somewhat different aspecits of the

[

[\

t

i

parent-child interaction and thelv re onsiilps to the

[53]
w

child's behavior were emphasized and assesgssed in each of
the different studies. The behavioral correlates of self-
concept, self-acceptance, and psychological adjustment may

be similar and overlap, hubt they are not synonymous.
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Therefore, This vuee of diflerent measuring instruments and
the differentlial asssgsgsment of parent-child behaviors could
cause discrepant vlte.

Various 11m1t tions 1in the present study may restrict
the extent to whvoa the results may be generalized. The
first limitation deals with formation of the sample. Sub-
jects were selected entirely from ore high school and the
random nature of the sample may be somewhat suspect Sex

imbalance in favor of

contamination causing

ale

spu

subjects may be a source of

riously high correlations among

perceptlions of the father and psychologlcal adjustment or
gself~concept. The inherent Limitations of all measuring
instruments such as validity and reliablility should also be
congidered., oSubjects may not have understood the questions
or may nave given soclally acceptable responses. However,
in spite of the limitations, the results of the study are
consistent with previocus studies which suggest that the

varents? alffectlonal behavior as percelved by the child is
important in the child's psychological adjustment, self-
conecet fornation, and éooiometric status.

Further researcn is also needed Lo further clarify
tne rature of the relationships investigated in this study.
The interaciion of several variables such as gocliosconomic,
nunber of siblings, birth order, and husband«wife relation.
shipg could protitably be investigated.
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CHAPTER 1V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSTONS, AND RACOMMENDATIONS

?he problem of the present study was to determine the
degree of relatlionship among parental attlitudes as per-
ceived by the child and the child's psychological adjust-
ment, self-concept, and sociometric status. In addition,
thie extent to which these variables were related to each

ther was examined., Forly-eight high school students,
twenity-elight boys and twenty gilrls, with a2 mean age of
eighteen years and two nonths, served as subjects.

Four measuring instruments were employed in the pres-
ent study and were adunlnistered to act classes after the
nature of the study had been explained, répport established,
and questions answered. The measuring instruments and the
varizbles they purported to measure were (a) the Cali-

fornia Test of Fersonality, which yilelded a measure of

psychological adjustment (10); (b) a measure of the child's

self-concept entitled How I Feel About MNyself (7); (c) a
gsoclometric tecnnligue designed to provide a relative index
of the child's sccial sbtabus in the classroom (3); and (4)

cugstionnaire, which described

The Parent-Child Relationship
the child's perceniions of parental attitudes toward him (8).

The records of those students whose best records did

53



s (R R

not meet the previously estiavilshed criteria of living
with bhoth natufal parents and stiasadence in the gchocl
system for at least the wrevidus semester were excluded
from the sample prior to statistlcal snalysis. Product-
moment correlations were coupubted To defermine the degree

of relationship between each of the experimental variables.

Negative correlations were found between percepbions of

w

ot
e

both parents asg neglecting and rzlecting and psychological

“

ad justment. Psychological adjustuent was also negatively
related to perceptlons of the wother as demanding and the
father as casual. DPsrceptlions of both parents as loving

were poslitively related to psychiclogical adjustment, with

D

=y

u

0
n

the use of reward symbolic~loving techni by the father,

le!

but not of the mother, being positively related to psycho-

logleal adjustment. The remaining PCR subscales of

e

reward-
dircect object, reward symbolic-loving (f0f mothar), punish-
went symbolic-loving, and protective did not correlate
gignificantly with psyohologioalladjustment. The subscales
of loving, neglecting, and rejecting were significant be-
yond the ,0L level cof oonfidencé.

Similar vresulls were obibalaed with the oorrelations.
among self-coacept and vperceived parental attitudes. Nega-

, .

perceptlons of Doth parents as vejecting and neglecting;

negative corrvelatlicns werc also obbtalned between self-

b,

concept and pervcepbions of the mother ag demanding and the



father as casual. Fosliive corvelations were found betwezn

. LX
cx

self-concept and perccptlions botn parcnts as loving;
poslitlve corrvelations were also obbtaluned between self-
concept and perception of the father as using reward sym-
bolic loving techniques. As in the case of psychological
adjustment, the remaining PCR subscales were nobt signifi-
cantly related to self-concept. The correlations obtained
for the subscales of loving, neglecting, and rejecting and
self-concept were again signifilcant beyond the .01 level of
gignificance.

Perceptions of the wmothcr as rejecting and neglecting
were negatively related beyond the .05 level to the soclo-
metric status of females. Sociometric status of females
was positively related at the .05 level of significance,
to perceptlions df both parents as loving. for males,
sociometric sbatus was positively related to perceptions
of the father as loving (p & .05) and negatively rclated
(p <« .01) %o percentions of the.father as neglecting. Per-
ceptions of the mother's child-rearing ati{itudes were not
gigniflcantly assoclated with sociometric status of males.
The remalning PCR subscales of protective, punishment- |
symbollic loving, demanding and reward-direct object were
not found to be significantly related to the sociomebric
status of either =sex.

The corrclations between psychological adjustment,

self-concept, and sociometric gtatus were computed by sex



n
ON

Tor males and femalss., Zor femnles, poslitive correlations,
significant beyond the .21 Llevel were obtained among all
three variables., However, for wmales, only psychological
ad justment and self~concept were positively relateds
sociometric status was not related to elther self-concept
or psyéhological ad justment,

The findings of this study are in agreement with
general theory and previous research which suggest that
varental attitudes as perceived by the individual are sig-
nificantly related to the individualts psychoclogical adjust-
ment, self-concept, and sociometric status.

In order better to urderstand the effects of the
child's perceptions of parental attitudcs on hig develop-
ment, research concerned with differences in the nature of

the above relationusnips as related to socloeconomic level,

=

Tamily size, and mother-father relationships would be help-

ful. The matched-group design in which the groups were

”D

ssentlally equal in every respéct except sex would most
likely accomplish these cbjectives.

In agddition, it might be frultful to obtain an index
of the individual's sociometric status based on nominations
and rejections from op bO&]t exzd pcers as well as same-
sexed peers. This index of sociometbric status, based on
the differenée between rejections and nominations, could
then be related to the other variables cf psychological

self-concept and »verceived narenbal atbitudes.



The basgis on whilch an individual was accepted or
rejected could also he determiaed, One student may be re-
ted becauge of ineffective soclal skills, another be-
cause ne 1s concelted; and still ancther hecause he refuses
to folleow the dictates cf the grcup. Lack of good personal

hyziene, limited oprortunity for inberaction with peers, or

lack of physical energy may also result in low sociometric
status. Knowledge of the specific reascns for acceptance
or rejection would perhaps make 1t vossible to study more

’

accurately the relaticonships awmong psychologilcal adjustment,

v

9}

?

glf-concent, soclometiric status, and perceived parental

attitudes.
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