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 CSWE Minority Fellows Program (MFP) Fellow 

Boston College GSSW Pinderhughes Fellow 
              

 

 

Education  

2016   Master of Arts in Urban Ministry Leadership 

   Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary, Boston 

 

2010   PhD in Social Work Degree 

Boston College Graduate School of Social Work 

   Domestic Violence, faith-based issues 

 

1991    Master’s in Social Work Degree 

Boston College Graduate School of Social Work 

Community organization, planning and administration 

 

1986   Bachelor of Arts Degree 

Wellesley College 

Psychology 

 

 

Church Affiliation & Ordination Status  

Peoples Baptist Church    Wesley A. Roberts, PhD, D.D., MDiv, ThM 

830 Tremont Street, Boston, MA  02118  Pastor  

 

TABCOM Pre-Ordination License:  May 11, 2016 

The American Baptist Churches of MA 

 

 

Academic Appointments  

Present   Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary; Center for Urban Ministerial Education  

   — Aug 2013  (CUME), Boston, MA:   

Director of Counseling and Academic Support Initiatives 

Assistant Professor of Counseling 

Oversight of the Master of Arts in Counseling, Advising, Coordinate 

Instructional Support & Adjunct Vetting via Dean’s office, Community 

Affiliates Outreach, Coordinate Pastoral Care Committee, GCTS Academic 

Excellence Committee member  
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Courses:  Introduction to Counseling in Urban/Multicultural Context, Cross-

Cultural Counseling, Professional Standards, Group Process, Qualitative 

Research Methods & Design, Lifespan Development, Family Systems Theory 

 

July 2013  Eastern Nazarene College, Assistant Professor, Field Coordinator, Quincy, MA 

   — Jan 2011  Advisor for Phi Alpha—Social Work Student Honor Society 

Multicultural Committee, Policy Committee, Updated IRB Policy & Procedures. 

Courses:  Organizations and Communities, Groups, Marriage &  

Family, Human Behavior and the Social Environment I 

 

Summer 2011  Simmons College School of Social Work, Adjunct Faculty, Boston, MA 

   — Sept 2007 Advisor and MSW Field Liaison (2007-2011) 

   Courses:  Human Behavior and the Social Environment I & II 

 

Fall 2008  Salem State College School of Social Work, Adjunct Faculty, Boston, MA 

   Courses:  Human Behavior and the Social Environment, Diversity 

Summer 2008  Undoing Racism: Summer Institute 

 

May 2008  Wheelock College School of Social Work & Family Studies, Adjunct Faculty, 

   — Sept 2005 MSW Field Liaison, Boston, MA  

   Courses:  Social Work Field Practicum I & II,  

Multicultural Social Work Assessment (co-Instructor) 

 

Research Experience  

Principal Investigator, original research 

2014-2016  Clergy Compassion Fatigue  

 

2009-2010  Dyadic Religious-Spiritual Process in Christian Couples 

   Qualitative Research, Phenomenology 

 

2006-2007  Partner violence in religious African Americans: Clergy perspectives  

   Qualitative Research, Template Analysis 

 

Research Position 

2010-2011  Dorchester Youth Collaborative; Quantum Opportunities Project 

   Local Program Evaluator, Funder: Eisenhower Foundation 

  

Research Assistant 

Fall 2006  Research project regarding the best interest of the child policy 

Focus Group Interviews and Transcriptions.  PI:  Quingwen Xu, PhD 

Spring 2006  Educational Psychology Department Race and Ethnicity Project 

   Focus Group Transcriptions.  PI:  David Blustein, PhD & Sidney Holloway 
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Publications  

Articles: 

Dyer, J. (2016).  Just social work?  Collaborating with African American clergy to address intimate 

partner violence in churches.  Christianity & Social Work, 43(4), 32-54.  Peer Reviewed 

 

Dyer, J.  (2015).  Open Season.  NACSW Catalyst, 58:4. 

 

Dyer, J.  (2014).  Teaching diverse students as Social Work ministry.  NACSW Catalyst, 57:4. 

 

Dyer, J.  (2010).  Challenging assumptions:  Clergy perspectives and practices regarding intimate 

partner violence.  Journal of Religion and Spirituality in Social Work, 29(1), 33-48.  DOI: 

10.1080/15426430903479254.  Peer Reviewed 

 

Book chapter: 

Dyer, J.  (2011).  Calling Couples to Accountability—It’s in the House.  In Nancy Nason-Clark, 

Catherine Clark Kroeger, & Barbara Fisher-Townsend (Eds.), Responding to Abuse in 

Christian Homes:  A challenge to churches and their leaders (pp. 87-97).  Eugene, OR:  

Wipf & Stock.  ISBN:  978-1-61097-178-2. 

 

Book Review: 

Dyer, J.  (2016).  Review of Iconic:  Decoding Images of the Revolutionary Black Woman by 

Lakesia D. Johnson (Waco, TX:  Baylor University Press, 2012).  Africanus Journal 8(2), 

41-42. 

 

Dissertation: 

Dyer, J. (2010).  Dyadic religious-spiritual process in Christian couples   

 

 

Other media: 

Online Publication of 3 Essays (2009):  under FAQs, theRAVEproject “Religion and Violence 

eLearning” website (www.theraveproject.org); choose the question then choose “Ask a 

Researcher” 

 What is abuse? (http://www.theraveproject.com/index.php/faqs/what_is_abuse/C11/) 

 Why don’t women leave men who abuse them?  
(http://www.theraveproject.com/index.php/faqs/men_who_abuse/C31/) 

 What can the church do?  
(http://www.theraveproject.com/index.php/faqs/what_can_the_church_do/C49/) 

 

Unpublished Report:   

Dyer, J.  (2008).  The Pastors’ Words:  Research Report  
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Professional and Community Presentations  

2016 

NACSW Workshop:  The Intersection of Faith and Racial Justice, Darrell, L., Dyer, J. et al. (Nov. 

2016).  NACSW Annual Conference, Cincinnati, OH. 

 

Theories of change, termination & self-care, Dyer, J. (June 2016) Community Training, Children’s 

Services of Roxbury, Boston, MA 

 

Transferability of skills & Contextualizing interventions, Dyer, J. (Apr 2016) Community Training, 

Children’s Services of Roxbury, Boston, MA 

 

2015 

The role of women in society; & Dependence vs. Commitment in marriage, Dyer, J (July 2015), 

Community Trainings, Jesus Center of Good News Church, Saugus, MA 

 

The Ferguson machine has a broken spin cycle, Dyer, J. (Nov, 2015), NACSW 2015 Conference 

Presenter, Grand Rapids, MI 

 

2014 

The Pastor’s Words: Addressing domestic violence in the church, Dyer, J. (Mar, 2014), Community 

Training, Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary-Boston (CUME), Boston, MA 

 

It’s In the House: Couples’ faith and stronger marriages, Dyer, J., (Mar & Sept, 2014), Community 

Presentation, Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary-Boston (CUME), Boston, MA 

 

2013 

Dynamic Faith, Stress & Conflict & African American Couples, Dyer, J., (Oct, 2013), NACSW 2012 

Conference Presenter, Atlanta, GA 

 

2012 

Lessons for Training Black Clergy in Mental Health: What Do We Know? Dyer, J. & Payne, J. (Oct 

2012), NACSW 2012 Conference Presenter, St. Louis, MO 

 

Self-care for Caretakers: Body, Mind and Spirit, Dyer, J. (Sept 2012), Community Training, First 

Baptist Church, Scituate, MA 

 

2011 

Christian counseling and research, Dyer, J. (Dec 2011), Guest Speaker, Springfield College Masters 

of Mental Health, Ethics course, Boston, MA 

 

QPR (Question, Persuade & Refer) Suicide Prevention -2 Trainings, Dyer, J.  (Nov 2011)   

ENC Student Trainings, Quincy, MA 

 

DV and Faith issues:  Dyer, J., Chorley S., et al., for Partners in Faith, at DVP monthly networking 

meeting (June 2011), Community Training, Boston, MA 
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The Pastors’ Words:  Perspectives and approaches to domestic violence in the church:  Dyer, J. 

(March 2011), ENC Community Presentation, Quincy, MA 

 

Restorative Justice:  A Whole Community’s Response to Violence Conference, Panelist, (March 25, 

2011), Boston, MA 

 

Facilitating Groups:  Dyer, J. (January 2011).  In-service Training for Hagar’s Sisters DV group 

leaders, Community Training, Lexington, MA 

 

2010 

There’s No Discrimination in Abuse:  Dyer, J, Holt, J., Casas, B., (April 2010), A City Without Walls 

Conference, Community Presentation, Boston, MA. 

 

The Pastor’s Words Presentation: Dyer, J. (March 2010), Guest Speaker Gordon-CUME, Boston, 

MA. 

 

2009 

Bridging the gaps: Clergy approaches & interventions to domestic violence & depression 

Dyer, J. and Payne, J. (June 2009), Paper presentation, 4th Spirituality and Social Work Conference, 

"Diverse Faces of Spirituality: Oasis of Empowerment and Tranquility, Crucible of Discrimination and 

Conflict," Los Angeles, CA. 

 

Just social work? Collaborating with clergy to address partner violence in Churches:  Dyer, J. 

(October 2008), Paper presentation, Council on Social Work Education APM, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Compatibility of social work with clergy perspectives & practices regarding partner violence:   

Dyer, J. (January 2008), Poster presentation, Society for Social Work & Research (SSWR) 

Conference: Research that Matters, Washington DC 

  

Development & Impact of Cambridge Public Schools Mental Health & Family Services Program:    

Dyer, J. (January 2004), Federal Grant Program Community Presentation, Cambridge Health 

Alliance, Cambridge, MA 

 

Community-School Mental Health Strategies in Cambridge:   

Dyer, J. and Hacker, K, (November 2003), Federal Grant Program Community Presentation, Judge 

Baker Children’s Center, Boston, MA  

 

Presentations —Other Media  
Sept 2014 NACSW Audio Presentation 

 It’s in the House:  Couples’ faith & stronger marriages 

 

July 2013 NACSW Trainings for Online CEU Program 

The Pastor's Words: Perspectives and Approaches to Domestic Violence in the Church; 

Video-based training:   

http://www.nacsw.org/cgi-bin/ceu_present.cgi?REQUEST=Course&ID=49988747   
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Social Work Experience  
2013—Present  Private practice; EMDR and GTEP Trained   Boston, MA 

 

7/2010—2015  Family Intervention Team       Boston, MA 

Clinical Consultant Supervisor:  Providing clinical supervision to 

consultant clinicians providing intensive in-home family therapy 

 

11/2010—2014 Abundant Life Counseling Center     Boston, MA 

Clinical Consultant Supervisor; Clinician:  Providing clinical supervision 

to consultant clinicians; develop and facilitate community workshops; Also 

providing proactive treatment planning and therapeutic interventions for 

individuals & couples 

 

9/2004—6/09  Roxbury Preparatory & Edward Brooke Charter Schools, Boston, MA 

Clinical Consultant:  Provide clinical consultation to school counselor 

addressing issues at both schools, & towards counselor’s licensing preparation 

9/2004—6/2005; Roxbury Preparatory Charter School (only) 

 

Cambridge Public Schools       Cambridge, MA 

1/2002—7/2005 Elementary Schools MH & Family Support (Federal DOE Grant) 

Director (part-time in year 9/2004-7/2005):  Successfully implemented and 

managed 1.2 million dollar multi-year Federal Grant program; created and 

applied infrastructure to manage program; hired, supervised and coordinated 

staff providing direct service to district schools; coordinated mental health 

and social services to increase district-wide collaboration with and 

professional support for school staff; facilitated use of MH resources in the 

CPS schools that positively impact school climate; created innovative 

approaches to assist students and families. 

 

   6/2004—6/2005 Elementary Foster Care Program (Federal DOE Grant) 

Director (concurrent, quarter-time):  Successfully developed and 

implemented vision for integrating into CPS a previously outsourced service 

in order to expand and support behavioral services in district; identified sub-

contractors and managed contract; developed job description for, hired and 

supervised project coordinator; managed CPS relationship with grant 

oversight agency—DSS, Facilitate leadership/administrative meetings 

between CPS internal and community services.       

 

  9/2003—-5/2004 Supervisor of MSW Intern (concurrent, voluntary)  

   Provided oversight and structure for second year MSW student 

 

3/1998—12/2001 Massachusetts Behavioral Health Partnership   Boston, MA 

Intensive Clinical Manager:  Systems analysis and intervention; managed 

client interagency networks; contracted with and informally supervised 

Community Service Program workers providing outreach services; treatment 

coordination to shift clients’ service use patterns for MH & substance abuse    
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5/1996—3/1998 Choate Health Mgmt Family & Home Consultation Service Woburn, MA 

Family Clinician:  Assessed needs, provided short-term intensive family 

intervention; case management and systems interventions statewide. 

 

3/1995—3/1998 Abundant Life Counseling Center     Boston, MA 

Clinician (part-time):  Developed and facilitated community workshops; 

proactive treatment planning and therapeutic interventions for individuals, 

couples, families and groups at Christian counseling center. 

 

8/1995—5/1996 Tri-City Mental Health      Malden, MA 

Shelter Specialist:  Provided intensive outreach, clinical assessment, crisis 

intervention, advocacy and resource development for homeless mentally ill 

people. 

 

5/1993—7/1995 I Have A Dream-Boston      Boston, MA 

Project Coordinator: Program development and activities planning; 

coordinated recruitment, training and supervision of volunteer staff 

 

5/1992—4/1993 Mary E. Sargent House of MA Half-way Houses   Boston, MA 

Community Organizer:  Resource development for female ex-offenders; 

planned and coordinated program activities; developed and implemented 

staff orientation training; recruited and supervised volunteers 

 

5/1991—5/1992 One Church One Child      Boston, MA 

Program Director:  Community adoption recruitment program for Black 

families with governing Advisory Board of statewide church pastors; 

successfully wrote proposal and managed final extension year of 

$100,000.00 Federal grant; managed services and supervision of support 

staff; program analysis and development; negotiated interagency 

collaboration; recruited at churches and community organizations statewide 

to build adoptive-parent population for waiting children. 

 

 

Honors, Awards and Funding  
2007 to 2010  BCGSSW Pinderhughes Fellow 

2006 to 2009  Council for Social Work Education:  Minority Fellow 

2004 to 2007  BCGSSW Doctoral Student Scholarship 
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Professional Associations  

National Association for Christians in Social Work 

Society for Spirituality and Social Work—USA 

National Association for Social Workers 

Council on Social Work Education 

 

 

Professional Service  

2016-present NACSW 2018 Convention Planning committee 

2016  NACSW 2016 Pre-conference Institute Planning Committee 

2013  Reviewer, Social Work & Christianity 

2012, 2011 Reviewer, Violence Against Women 

2009  Guest Reviewer, Social Work & Christianity  

 

 

Community Service  

2017   Church Healing Retreat:  Addressing the chronic stresses of ministry, includes  

GTEP—EMDR Group Protocol 

 Greater Framingham Community Church:  (June) 

 CrossTown Church, Boston:  (Jan-Feb) 

2015 — Present Spiritual Direction Facilitator; Peoples Baptist Church 

2015 — Present Vision Leadership Team member; Clergy Women United 

2013 — Present  Community Outreach:  Clergy Women United, Black Ministerial Alliance  

Fall 2010 to 2012 Volunteer Group Facilitator, Eval support:  Hagar’s Sisters; IPV/DV support 

Fall 2011 to 2012 Volunteer grant & program dev work with Amirah (trafficking safe house) 

Spring 2011  Evaluation for community domestic violence collaborative 

2010    Interim President, Class Action 

2009 to 2010  Board Member, Class Action, Hadley, MA 

2008—2009   Anti-racism Leadership Group, Adjunct Faculty for Student Advising,  

Simmons College, Boston, MA 

2005 to 2010  Church ministry volunteer, East Coast International Church, Lynn, MA 

Spring 2007  Student Facilitator, BC Graduate Student Association, Intersections Retreat 

   Boston College (BC), Chestnut Hill, MA 

2005—2008  Facilitator, weekly bible study, Lynn, MA 

2004—2006  Co-facilitator for group at Women’s Resource Center, Boston College, MA 

Spring 2006 Co-creator/facilitator; How to Help a Friend with Sexual Assault, at BC, MA  

Winter 2006  Chaired Church Evaluation Team, developed report, Lynn, MA 

Fall 2005  Goal Achievement Workshop, Dorchester, MA 

Spring 2005  Grief and Loss group facilitator, Lynn, MA 

Fall 2001  Organizational Development: Vision & Mission, Boston, MA 

1994-1999  Advisor, Ministry to Black Women, Wellesley College 

1992-1996  Young Adults Ministry, New Covenant Christian Center 

 


