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Happy New Year!
Having just returned from the AO annual international 
convention in New Orleans, I am excited to move 
forward and begin my tenure as International 
President. Alpha Omega, an organization made up of 
individual chapters throughout the world, is brought 
together by one international body whose members 
are connected by a complex, deep-rooted belief in 
doing good through Judaic values, brought together 
by dentistry and oral health, and a passion towards 
healing the world together.   

This year, you honor me with the opportunity to lead 
this organization. As the New Year is a time to reflect 
and to recommit ourselves to our goals, my AO goal for 
this year is to ask, discuss, and communicate with as 
many individual members as possible, why you, chose 
to be a member of the oldest and most significant 
international dental organization.

Steve Anderson, of Total Patient Services, Inc. during 
his CE program at the convention, spoke about a 
cluster of Aspen trees, in Utah, known as the Pando 
Clone: the largest living organism on Earth. In his 
book, Never Stand Alone, Steve describes how an 
intricate, massive single root system makes one tree 
many, allowing thousands of trees to thrive as they 
work together as one giant organism. This concept 
made an impression on me and the visual aspect of 
that ‘web’ that flourishes and thrives, unseen yet 
substantial, is Alpha Omega.

Alpha Omega is connected through a unique network 
of dentists throughout the world, doing good locally 
and internationally, supporting each other, and 
sharing the growth in every aspect of the dental 
field. As it stands, every AO chapter is involved in a 
charitable program and, although unique to their local 
area, and all are connected worldwide. This connection 
we share is what I would like to focus on: 

Standing together, or Omdim b’Yachad.

Standing together, we make a difference in the world, 
on each continent we reside. In repairing the world, as 
an organization, many of our fraters have taken part in 
a tremendous program, the Alpha Omega Henry Schein 
Cares Holocaust Survivors Oral Health Program. This 
program has, to date, treated over 1,300 Holocaust 
survivors across North America, with the donated 
treatment of over two million dollars. As a very 
vulnerable population, the Holocaust survivors living 
below the poverty line is rising, although the number 
of survivors is dwindling. I’d like to personally invite 
you to make a difference with those who genuinely 
need it and contact us at AO.org for information.

Additional programs making an incredible difference 
in the world, the Ziv Hospital Oral Surgery Center, 
located in Israel on the Syrian border treating Syrian 
refugees in need of care; Special Olympics Special 
Smiles is a USA program supporting children with 
special needs with mouthguards and oral care 
instruction; The Tooth Fairy Program in Israel helps the 
at-risk populations such as the handicapped and those 
recovering from substance abuse; and our French 
chapters  worked hard to raise funds and purchased a 
much-needed ambulance, in Israel. Moreover, there 
are so many more. Over the next year, with your help, 
I hope to communicate the successes of every chapter, 
event, and program taking place, to showcase what 
we are doing as a whole and, maybe, where you can 
add your expertise to another chapter.

Locally, there are many programs in which our 
individual chapters are involved: Toothday at Fenway 
is a chance to educate baseball fans on oral health and 
provide oral cancer screenings, the dental students at 
NOVA University raised $12,500 for a child who was 
going through oral cancer therapy, and in Louisville, 
Kentucky, the students and professors have been 
making plaster molds of hands to raise money for 
charitable projects for years. Together, Alpha Omega 
members are continuously looking to heal the world.

So, what does AO do for its members? With AO, 
membership has its benefits: we have strategic 
alliances with Henry Schein and our members receive 
special pricing - Ask your Schein rep for your AO 
discount. For the last year, and, hopefully, for years 
to come, we have partnered with The Compendium, 
where AO members have published and where you, 
as AO members, can find important professional 
articles. With your subscription, you have access 
to their website, webinars, and more. Brunswick 
Insurance company has put together a fantastic 
package specifically for AO members. During their 
talk at the convention, they enlightened us on serious 
protection issues that many of us may not have been 
aware: keep an eye out for their upcoming webinar. 
Gradifi Loan Consolidation and Repayment Program 
allows our recent graduates and parents to make 
affordable payments on their student loans, and GoJo, 
the creator of Purell, has also been a great partner, 
working with our members, to put easily accessible 
hand sanitizer in your office.

“We can talk about making a difference, or we can make 
a difference.” Anonymous

Let’s make this a year of making a difference and 
positive impacts. Let’s go forward into a great year, 
one with positive communication and good deeds. 
Let’s stand together and make a difference in our 
world.

Smile Always, 

Steven Spitz
International President

Steven Spitz
International President

http://ao.org
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AO NEW ORLEANS CONVENTION

THANK YOU to our generous SPONSORS

BEDFORD HEALTHCARE SOLUTIONS, INC.

AO TORONTO ALUMNI AND  
STUDENT CHAPTERS

AO BOSTON ALUMNI AND  
STUDENT CHAPTERS

AO BOSTON ALUMNI AND  
STUDENT CHAPTERS

– GOLD SPONSORS –

– SILVER SPONSORS –

– BRONZE SPONSORS –

– HOSPITALITY SPONSORS –
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Thank You to Our Attendees for Making  
the Convention Successful.  

You are the Krewe of AO!
Abitbol 
Adelpour
Alter
Apple 
Avrahami
Benzaquen
Berkman
Blum
Blumenthal
Boss
Bottner
Braford
Bram
Braunstein
Brenner
Brody 
Bustard
Cervantes
Cohen 
Dab
Dayan
Downes
Drayer
Druian
Edelstein

Epstein
Evenhaim 
Evans
Ezekowitz
Feldman
Finkelstein
Friedman
Frye
Gerstein 
Gertsen
Gitlin
Goldman
Goldstein
Gordon-Shaw
Grauman
Greenberg
Greenspoon 
Gross
Groyeski 
Helft
Hughes 
Jackson
Kahn
Kaitcer
Katchky

Katz
Kess 
Kessler
Koczerginski 
Krause
Lann
Lasker
Lasky
Levy
Litvak 
Luria
Maltz
Marsh 
Meyer
Miller
Moltz
Naziri 
Nebenzahl
Ortiz
Palmon
Patel
Pearlstein
Perlmutter
Plushnick
Prabhu
Pranikoff

Quinton
Ratiner
Ressler
Richman 
Rifkin
Rose
Rosenblat
Roth
Rothman
Salzer
Schlossberg
Schupak 
Schwartzman 
Seetner 
Shaw
Shaw
Shea
Siegal 
Silverstein
Simon
Sleutelberg
Solanki
Sonne
Spektor
Spier

Spitz
Stabholz
Stein 
Steinman 
Stern
Suppo
Sussman 
Szikman
Taranto 
Tenenbaum 
Tenser
Tetra
Uditsky
Veltri 
Vinegar
Weber
Weinstock 
Weisbard
Weiss
White
Winocur
Wolffe
Wurman 
Zimmerman
Zini 
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INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

STEVE SPITZ
BOSTON

INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

MARV SONNE
DETROIT 

CANADIAN REGIONAL
 DIRECTOR

BLANCA ZIMMERMAN
TORONTO

U.S. REGIONAL DIRECTOR 

LEE WEISBARD
DENVER 

CONVENTION MARSHAL

BOB SIMON
LOS ANGELES

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT-ELECT

ALAN MOLTZ
ILLINOIS

IMMEDIATE PAST 
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

STEVE MARSH 
CLEVELAND

INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR

ELDAD HELFT
TEL AVIV 

YOUNG ALUMNI DIRECTOR 

MICHAEL FRIEDMAN
ATLANTA 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

KEITH DRAYER
HENRY SCHEIN 

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY

GAIL SCHUPAK
NEW YORK

PIP ADVISOR 

AVI  WURMAN
TORONTO

INTERNATIONAL REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR

PHILIPPE LEVY
STRASBOURG

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

MARIANA CERVANTES
MONTERREY 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE

NINATETRA
LONDON 

INTERNATIONAL TREASURER

GLEN  MEYER
CINCINNATI

CANADIAN REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR

JACK BOTTNER
LONDON, ONTARIO 

U.S. REGIONAL DIRECTOR

MICHAEL GERTSEN
SOUTH  FLORIDA

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVE 

ELYSSA SCHLOSSBERG
USC

U.S. FOUNDATION CHAIR

ALLEN RESSLER
SOUTH FLORIDA

ALPHA OMEGA INTERNATIONAL DENTAL FRATERNITY 

2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS



UPCOMING 
AO INTERNATIONAL 

EVENTS 

2019 AO CCHICAGO  
MIDWINTER DINNER

THURSDAY
FEBRUARY 21, 2019

2019 AO CONVENTION  
LOS ANGELES, CA

DECEMBER 26, 2019  
THROUGH 

JANUARY 1, 2020

AO EUROPEAN CONVENTION  
PORTO, PORTUGAL

JUNE 26, 2019
 THROUGH 

JUNE 30, 2019

MORE INFO CLICK HERE

MORE INFO CLICK HERE MORE INFO CLICK HERE
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https://www.ao.org/pdf/2018/2019_AO_Porto_Convention_Presentation.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ao-chicago-midwinter-dinner-tickets-53885647422
https://www.ao.org/pdf/2019/2019_AO_Los_Angeles_Convention_Form.pdf
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D. WALTER COHEN  
AMBASSADORSHIP TO ISRAEL  

APPLICATION AVAILABLE
We are pleased to announce that the application for the D. Walter Cohen Ambassadorship to Israel 
is now available. This award assists selected dental students with travel to Israel and “to discover the 
impact of the Foundation contributions to the development of dental education, and gain exposure 
to several dental health care centers supported by the donations and generosity of this organization.”

Read more about the first D. Walter Cohen ambassadors:  
www.ao.org/latest-news/d-walter-cohen-ambassadorship-to-israel-2018-report

Philadelphia frater Marc Rothman initiated the ambassadorship in 2018 and 
AO hopes this wonderful program will help the ambassadors learn more  
about Israel, AO, and a dental legend, D. Walter Cohen. Applications are  
due on February 28, 2019.

2 0 1 8  AO  AWA R D  R E C I P I E N T S 
Achievement Medal Award	 Robert S. Langer, ScDc	 MIT 
Certificate of Merit	 Elliot Goldenberg, DDS	 Montreal Chapter
Certificate of Merit	 Fred Simon, DDS	 Washington, D.C. Chapter 
Honorary Membership	 Lloyd Grauman	 New York, NY
Presidential Citation	 Samuel Blum, DDS	 Washington, D.C. Chapter 
Presidential Citation	 Philippe Levy, DDS	 Strasbourg Chapter

Student Awards:		
	 Advisor	 Sam Malkinson, DDS	 McGill 
	 Advisor	 Elliot Goldenberg, DDS	 McGill 
	 Chapter Co-Presidents 	 Elyssa Schlossberg and  
		  Lana Bubulo	 USC
	 Dental Project	 Midwestern University 	 Midwestern University 
	 Non-Dental Project	 USC - Meal Prep Project 	 USC 
	 Non-Dental Project	 Tooth Fairy Project	 Tel Aviv University 
	 Most Improved Chapter	 Western Ontario	 Western Ontario

Student Award Honorable Mentions:		
	 Chapter President	 Deborah Sedaghatzan 	 NYU
	 Chapter President	 Tomer Madar	 Columbia
	 Chapter President	 Jake Laxer	 UNC
	 Chapter President	 Benjamin Statman	 UCLA

D. Walter Cohen Alpha Omega Ambassadorship to Israel 

 

In honor of D. Walter Cohen 

* Proud AO member 

 
Description: 
 
A yearly award given to 2 (3rd or 4th year) students with the intent of having them visit Israel, 

discover the impact of the Foundation contributions to the development of dental education, 

and gain exposure to several dental health care centers supported by the donations and 

generosity of this organization. Students will visit multiple cities and different types of locations 

ranging from dental schools, to private offices and public clinics. This unique experience offers 

dental students an opportunity to travel to another country, meet and form lifelong 

relationships with highly respected dental practitioners and to see how a life long membership 

in Alpha Omega can make an impact on the lives of others. 

 
Goal: 
The aim of this scholarship program is to connect students with Alpha Omega, Education, and 

Israel. In honor of Walter D. Cohen, selected students will be introduced to a variety of 

practices and organizations and see first-hand how AO has impacted the dental community. 

Promotes teamwork, innovation, peace and education. 

 
Requirements: 

• Must be current member with fully paid membership 

• Agree to continue on as alumni for minimum 10 years* 

• Daily blog with photos and videos to share publicly (easier to keep Foundation informed 

and makes it easier to complete formal report upon return). 

 
Submit article summary of experiences for AO Now newsletter. 

 
Yearly Ambassador Report to be made at Convention/Regency meeting.* 

 
Program components/site visits 

 
1) SACH – Heritage Home & Wolfson Medical Center (Holon) 

2) Beit Issie Shapiro (R’anana) 

3) TAU School of Dental Medicine (Tel Aviv) 

4) AKIM *options: dental clinic location; TAU dental assisting program; AKIM home sites 

(depends on time of year and current location etc) 

5) RamBam Health Care Center – Graduate School of Dental Medicine (Haifa) 

6) Ziv Medical Center – Department of Dentistry (Tsfat) 

7) DVI (Jerusalem) 

8) HUJI – Hadassah University Campus, School of Dentistry (Jerusalem) 

9) Yad Sarah – Clinic (depends on time of year) 

10) Shalva (Jerusalem) 

DOWNLOAD APPLICATION

https://www.ao.org/pdf/2018/Application_for_D._Walter_Ambassadorship_to_Israel.pdf
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AO MEMBER BENEFITS

Todd Stein, President and CEO 
of Brunswick Companies, was a 
recent sponsor at the AO New 
Orleans Convention. This was 
Brunswick Companies’ first year 
supporting and presenting at the 
convention.  Over the last several 

months, Todd has been working 
diligently with the board to bring 
an all-inclusive business and 
malpractice insurance program 
together for all North American 
AO members.  The program 
includes increased coverage 

and limits available for areas of 
growing risk – Cyber, Crime, and 
Employment Practices Liability.

Brunswick Companies is an 
independent insurance agency 
providing risk management, 
business, professional, and 
personal insurance to clients 
nationwide. 

Regardless of your expiration 
date, take advantage of a 
comprehensive insurance review 
and comparison today.

Alpha Omega has partnered with 
Gradifi to offer our members a 
student loan refinancing benefit 
that can help lighten the load.

Student loan refinancing is one 
way to alleviate some of the stress 
of student debt — so you focus 
on what matters most to you. 

Gradifi Refi offers our members 
access to some of the lowest 
student loan refinancing rates 
in the industry (with exclusive 
offers from Earnest, First Republic 
and LendKey), best-in-class 
service and a $300 bonus 
when refinancing to help you 
get started. Plus, you also get 
access to confidential financial 
counseling at no cost with 
American Student Assistance, a 
nonprofit organization that can 
help demystify your student debt.

Brunswick Companies
330-865-4215 or aoprogram@brunswickcompanies.com 

Or visit the web site:
www.brunswickcompanies.com/professional-liability-insurance/alpha-omega-dental-program/

CONTACT INFORMATION

CONTACT INFORMATION

Visit gradifi.com/access/alphaomega and use access code alphaomega  
to learn more about how to refinance your student loans to potentially  

shave thousands off your debt.

mailto:aoprogram%40brunswickcompanies.com%20?subject=
http://www.brunswickcompanies.com/professional-liability-insurance/alpha-omega-dental-program/
http://gradifi.com/access/alphaomega
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TO ACCESS 
REGISTRATION
CLICK HERE

http://alphaomegauk.co.uk/the-annenberg-charity-lecture/

