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Heartfelt thanks to everyone - staff, volunteers and donors - for having made 2018 a
wonderful year for Yiddish language and Jewish cultural programs and projects.

In 2018 we received grants from:

Krystal Fund
Erdi Charitable Foundation
Pratt Foundation
Goldman and Lazarus Families
Gandel Philanthropy
Besen Family Foundation
City of Glen Eira
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
Gary Peer & Associates
Office of the Premier and Cabinet - Multicultural Affairs and Social Cohesion
MARD Foundation
Jacob Frankel Charitable Trust
Leo and Mina Fink Foundation
Justin Foundation

For your generous support of Yiddish, Yiddishkayt and Jewish culture,
a sheynem un hartziken dank to:

Lili Recht
Ralph Renard
Judith Reuben
Doodie Ringelblum

Helen Greenberg
Jack and Diane Gringlas
Ernie Gruner
Annette Hayman

Martin Altenstein
Shelley Blankfield
Felicity and Sid Bloch

Michael Bloch
Myer Bloom Rachel Heinrichs Ros Rogers
Shifra Blustein Janet Hiller Tom Romanowski
Paula Boltman Mark Hoenig Ruth Rosen
David Burstin Mary Hoenig Benny Rosenzweig
Judi Burstyner Mark Holkner Eva Rutman
Danielle Charak 0AM Helena Jacobs Lily Shwarz
Mark Cherney Leon Jacobs Leon Silverstrom
Alex Coppersmith Marcia Jacobs Leslie Segal
Alex Dafner June Kamenetky Diane Shonberg
Zev Degan Mandi Katz Renata Singer
Jacob Dessauer Jeff Kaufman Alex and Ruth Skovron
Kathryn Earp and John Rosenbloom Ann Kelman Onella Stagoll
Roslyn Eldar Samantha Kirszner Rosemary Starr
Anna Epstein B & H Korman Pearl Stock
HN Erlich Z.Lewin Leon Swider
Miriam Faine and Greg Shalit Hunny & lla Lipson Joe Tigel
Eddie Tsyrlin

Rosalind Loff

Andrew Firestone
Jack and Rachel Unikowski

For the Boys Marila Lustig
Stacey Ford Ben Mand Lynda Walters
Goldie Freeman Simone Marcus Helen White
Harry Zable

Hanna Memahemi

Michael Gawenda
Morris and Chana Mrocki

Isaac Gotlib

During the recent updating of our system some donor information may have been lost so please accept our apologies,
and let us know if your name is missing so that we can thank you properly.



President’s Report

How do you measure the success of an
organisation? The Kadimah could bask in the
congratulatory emails we receive, the rave
comments from people coming out of our shows,
positive media reviews and other attention.

Andyesitisajoyto kveland shep nakhes from the
mazltovs and zeyer gut gemakhts, and such praise
inspires us to do more and better.

But the anecdotal is not enough. An Annual
Reportisthe perfect place to share some metrics
- assessing what we've achieved, and can achieve
in the future.

Programs

In this core area of the Kadimah's work let’s take
a snapshot of 2015 and 2018: three years being
a good range, and 20715 being the beginning of
a new era, with the revival of the In One Voice
festival which draws together our community’s
contributors and talents as well as thousands of
visitors.

2015 2018
No. of Shows 3 7
No. of Performances 3 12
(in 2015 - all were 1night only)
Audience Attendance 480 1960
Speakers/Launches 1 4
Workshops 0 4
Beginner’'s Yiddish Classes 0 3
Reach

We don't have figures for our email newsletter
in 2015 - another sign of how far we've come
in these three years is in our commitment to

metrics. What we can say is that since August
2017, the Kadimah monthly e-news has improved
its reach, from 525 recipients to 985 - almost
double. Obviously there is still plenty of room for
growth - a KPI for 2019.

Ournew-lookwebsitelaunchedin September 2017
coupled with a new logo and refreshing branding.
The first quarter of 2018 saw 421 visitors and the
first quarter for 2019 saw 10,030 visitors. From
37,366 hits we went to 388,646. A remarkable
level of growth!

The Future

The Kadimah is a productive and dynamic
organisation - growing fast. This growth and
dynamism is supported by a belief in our mission
from the philanthropic sector, government,
individual donors, our staff, and volunteers. It
also attests to the thirst for Yiddish language and
Jewish culture in our community. We believe that
in Melbourne, Victoria and Australia there are
hundreds of thousands of people whose lives can
be enriched by what we have to offer.

After nine months, Fiddler on the Roof in Yiddish
is still playing to rave reviews and sold out crowds
in New York. These audiences go way beyond the
Jewish community. We believe that the culture
we are creating at the Kadimah can emulate this
success. Thatweareonthispathisdemonstrated
by survey results of those who attended Yiddish
Divas in November 2018. For twenty per cent this
was their first time at the Kadimah.

Thanks to our Vice Presidents, Lilly Kochen and
Joe Tigel as well as my fellow board members.
A huge thank you to Dr.Jake Dessauer for his

Packed crowds at
In One Night 2018




decades of commitment. Although Jake is leaving
the Board he remains deeply involved, leading the
Wednesday leyenkrayz and the monthly Sunday
Yiddish shpatsir. And in 2018 we welcomed Leon
Jacobs to our Board.

Heartbreakingly in 2018, we lost one of our most
beloved, devoted and knowledgeable Kadimah
members and activists - Chana Mrocki, who has
been a personal mentor to me and everyone who
knew her.

October 2018 brought the exciting announcement
of the Victorian Government's financial
commitment to the creation of a Jewish Cultural

and Arts Precinct in Selwyn Street. Premier
Andrews said, “We have to celebrate where we are
all from, our values and our optimistic view of the
future - and that's exactly what this precinct is
about.”

For the Kadimah our optimistic future involves
creating and sharing Yiddish culture for new
generations and new audiences, as ajoy initself, a
path to connectivity and wellbeing and a force for
good and hope in a sometimes frightening world.

Renata Singer
President

Library

There has been an increase in donations of
Yiddish and English books during 2018. The work
of digitisation of Yiddish, Hebrew, English, Polish
and Russian is progressing extremely well under
difficult conditions. We desperately need another
librarian of Anne Iron's expertise to help with this
cataloguing. Thanks to Danny Shafir the DVDs
have been fully catalogued, however there is a
need for help with barcoding the collection. We
are in the process of sorting and labelling LP
records in Yiddish. Helen Light is preparing a
photographic exhibition of Kadimah's history,
from the earliest pictures taken to the present
day. For future projects for the library, we need
special indexing of drama and music.

| wish to personally thank all the volunteers for
their dedication to the work which enables the
librarytofunctionaswellasitdoes. Thevolunteers
bring a wealth of specialisations, humour and
give this library a Yidishn ta'am. Strength to

h

Library volunteers receiving their volunteer
recognition awards from the City of Glen Eira

their arms! Anne Irons, Helen Burstin and Kurt
Langfelder must receive special recognition for
the hours and dedication that they put into the
library. As always, we are in need of more hands,
so that we can continue with our projects. All
volunteers are most welcome. The list of this
year's Honorary Library workers is: Leon Glezer
(Archival Translation); Kurt Langfelder (poetry
digitization & IT); Yankl Bookman (cataloguing);
Janice Buttner (shelving); Dina Webb (spine
labels); Danny Shafir (digital media); Anne Irons
(specialisation of indices); Helen Light (Special
projects); Manny Kingsley (Hebrew consultant
and we welcomed Manny Kingsley to our library
working group); Moshe Mrocki (head of Yiddish
proformas); Ben Bursin(translations); and Rachel
Kalman OAM (curator and head librarian).

Rachel Kalman OAM
Library Coordinator



Cultural Producer’s Report

New and established audiences alike enjoyed
some of the world's boldest and most exuberant
examples of Yiddish music, theatre and literature
in 2018 presented by the Kadimah.

In three sold-out shows in November, Yiddish
Divas showcased ten female singers, aged 10-
70, in a uniquely Melbourne show that stunned
audiences and won over new fans of Yiddish
songs, both traditional and contemporary.
Directed by Evelyn Krape and with musical
direction from Adam Starr, Yiddish Divas featured
stage legends Tomi Kalinski, Galit Klas, Karen
Feldman, Evie Gawenda, Freydi Mrocki and Elisa
Gray and tomorrow’s stars Rachel Tigel, Noa
Coates, Ines Gotmaker and Anouchka Starr.

Earlier in February, Evelyn Krape and Galit Klas
co-created Shikered: A Purim Cabaret, with
three hilarious sold-out shows of political satire
and Yiddish drinking songs. In March, Kadimah
co-presented the In One Voice and In One Night
double-bill, with joyous concerts featuring the
brilliant 22-piece Yiddish folk/funk/dance band
YID!, Yiddish folk darlings The Bashevis Singers,
newcomers Ghetto Cabaret Orchestra as well
as Jewish acts including Alma Zygier, Japanese
Wallpaper and Approachable Members Of Your
Local Community. In August we proudly presented
renowned European Yiddish Diva Bente Kahan
in a sold-out tear-jerking concert of beautifully
rendered classics and in October YID! and their
horns, quitars, percussionists and electronic
wizards blew us all away with a phenomenal
performance for the launch of their debut album
Space Klezmer at Memo Music Hall in St Kilda.

In a fresh move, the Kadimah ran several drama
workshops and masterclasses in 2018, presented
by Tal Hever-Chybowski, the director of Paris’
Yiddishhub Bibliotheque Medemin April, Norway's
Yiddish songstress Bente Kahan in August and

Yiddish Divas - a sell-out success

famous Sydney director Ros
Horin in December. Two
moved readings, one of an
original work by Galit Klas
and another contemporary
Yiddish play were performed :
by Yiddish-speaking and non-
Jewish actors to selected
audiences.

Yiddish literature was well represented on our
2018 cultural menu too, with Beautiful As The
Moon, Radiant As The Stars, an evening of literary
portraits of women by Yiddish writers, curated by
Anna Epstein, Danielle Charak and Renata Singer
and performed by a cast of stars in June as part
of the annual Glen Eira Storytelling Festival. The
Kadimah also co-presented the launch of The
Storyteller, an anthology of stories by the late
Serge Liberman in April.

Talks delivered in 2018 included an offering from
US Yiddish academic and food blogger Dr Eve
Jochnowitz in June and a Q&A following a film
screening to celebrate the 30™ anniversary of
the Kadimah's 1988 theatrical spectacle Nign,
which brought together many of the show’s cast
and crew in an evening of song, discussion and
reminiscence.

Finally, we presented the second instalment in
the Kadimah's Goldene Kayt series honouring
leading Melbourne Yiddishists, this time featuring
the memory of writer, community worker and
Bundist Yosef Orbach with a short documentary
by Rebecca Albeck in July. The Kadimah's 2018
cultural program was a resounding success, with
huge thanks to President Renata Singer and the
other inspiring members of the Kultur Komitet.

Fay Burstin
Cultural Producer




Activities

Monday Reading and Shmues Circle:

The Monday group led by Alex Dafner meets in
the Kadimah Library reading room from 10AM to
12PM and consists of up to sixteen reqgular, post-
VCE Yiddish or equivalent standard participants.
The group discussed a great variety of Jewish
and non-Jewish current affairs, own experiences
and cultural topics and issues, read articles from
the Yiddish Forward-Forverts Web edition and
other publications and watched Yiddish videos
and YouTubes. This group is made up of an
even number of men and women who represent
a diverse cross-section of Melbourne's Jewish
community and the diversity of the participants
makes for a lively exchange of opinions,
discussions and debates. These exchanges are
often punctuated by Yiddish wit and humour
and the sheer joy of exploring the language, its
culture and riches. Whilst there is a waiting list of
people who have asked to join the group, sixteen
is the maximum for a reasonably comfortable
accommodation and involvement in the group’s
activities.

Alex Dafner

Monday Shmues Circle:

This Yiddish Shmues Group, which began in July
2017, meets in the Kadimah library on Monday
afternoons between 1:30 and 3PM. There are 30
people enrolled, although not everyone attends
every week. We have a group of 12 reqgular
attendees and the remainder come whenever
they can. The group is very keen and they are
disappointed when there is no meeting due
to public holidays, Yom Toyvim, or when | am
unavailable. It has also been a very exciting
undertaking for me. | set topics every week and
ask every person attending to say at least a few

words in Yiddish. My own Yiddish has improved,
as has that of the people attending. We have
many dialects being spoken, which is a joy. |
never correct a person’s dialect, otherwise, these

dialects will be lost. What has been thrilling
for me is hearing people’s stories. Some have
come to speak Yiddish at the Kadimah, because
they no longer have anyone to converse with.
Some have not spoken Yiddish in many years
and are finding that the language comes back
to them automatically, as it was after all their
“mameloshn”. Some participants are
reconnecting with people they haven't seen in
many years. Some understand Yiddish, but are
not fluent. By attending the group, they have
improved their spoken Yiddish, and are gaining
confidence. If you are interested in joining the
group, please contact the Kadimah office. May
we continue to grow.

Diane Shonberg

Tuesday Reading Circle:

It is misleading to just list the activities of the
Yiddish groups. Each one has a distinctive
approach and there is good reason for an overlap
of membership. A number of people attend
two groups each week and value the different
experiences of text and pedagogy. The Tuesday
Group reads literary texts cribbed with English
equivalents inscribed over difficult vocabulary,
so that each person can read at a level somewhat
higher than their normal reading aptitude without
leaving the textual flow. Over the past year we
have read Dzigan's autobiography, Molodowski's
“Fun Lublin BizNew York”, shorter texts by Sholem
Aleichim, Manger, Nadir, Tzanin, Bergelson, Chava
Rosenfarb, Stutchkoff, and various magazine
articles. At present we are half way through



Shloyme Ben-Yisroel's novel “Der Tzaykhn Fun
Nikume”, an absorbing, swashbuckling detective
murder mystery; perhaps the only one of this sort
in the language. Because of the cribbed texts, a
basic Yiddish literacy and a little “zitsfleisch” are
sufficient to allow any new participants to come
and join us.

Beni Gothajner

Wednesday Reading Circle:

We meet from 8 till 9.30 pm most weeks from
February to December, except on Jewish holidays
or when on vacation. We like to read, discuss,
drink tea and eat chocolate biscuits.

All in Yiddish. Last year we read Kadya
Molodowsky’s memoir “From Lublin to New
York”, Lamed Shapiro’s short story collection
“New Yorkish” and finished the year with Sholem
Aleichem's beloved story “Chanukah Gelt”. We
welcome all those who would like to experience
Yiddish literature in the original. Attendance is
free for Kadimah members.

Come along and give us a try. You'll be glad you
did. If you have any queries please write to me at:
j-h.dessauer@gmail.com

Jake Dessauer

Radio

The Kadimah Yiddish Radio Show presented
by Alex Dafner on the Jewish community radio
station J-Air, continued to air most Thursdays
at 4.00PM during 2018. The hour-long program
is predominantly in Yiddish, with English links
and announcements in between, to keep non-
Yiddish speaking listeners in the loop. The
program’s format consists of reports about
Jewish related current events from Australia
and elsewhere, Yiddish songs, cultural, literary
and comedy segments and Jewish calendar
related commemorative and celebratory items.
Occasionally the program features interviews
with local and overseas Yiddishists and of course

Beginners’ Classes:

In 2018 the Kadimah took over responsibility for
the beginner’s class which had begun meeting in
Brunswick in 2017 and added two new classes in
Elsternwick. The beginners’ classes have met a
real need in Melbourne, providing an entry point
to the world of Yiddish for those who have not
had the opportunity to learn at home or school,
as well as for those who might have heard a little
Yiddish but feel too rusty to enter a shmues or
leyen krayz.

Beginners' classes emphasise communication
and fun while building the foundations students
need to continue learning. We enjoy learning
Yiddish songs, reading excerpts from traditional
stories and catching up on contemporary Yiddish
culture through YouTube. Students come from
all across Melbourne and range from university
to retirement age. In 2018 over 25 new students
participated in classes, forming a wonderful new
community of learners.

Esther Singer

announcements of Kadimah and Yiddish related
events. The Kadimah Yiddish Show can be heard
via conventional radio on 87.8FM in and around
the area of Caulfield and via the internet at
www.j-air.com.au , where one can also find
podcasts of current and past programs. Please
let other lovers of Yiddish
know about the Kadimah
Yiddish Radio Show and
happy listening!

Alex Dafner
Presenter




Board of Management 2018-2019

President: Renata Singer
Vice Presidents: Lilly Kochen, Joe Tigel
Hon. Secretary: Alex Dafner
Hon. Treasurer: Dor Yacobovich
Asst. Hon. Treasurer: David Burstin
Co-ord Strategic Planning: Helen Greenberg
Co-ord Culture & Liaison: Danielle Charak OAM

Diane Shonberg
Judith Reuben
Leon Jacobs

The Kadimah wishes to thank our Honorary Solicitor Harry Szmerling,
our Auditor Michael Zylberman OAM, SAC/Kadimah office staff and especially all our volunteers.

In conformity with Section 228 (7) of the Australian Corporations Law, notice is herewith given that
the following persons who have attained 72 years, are candidates for election as Directors of the
Board of Management: Danielle Charak, David Burstin, Renata Singer & Judith Reuben.

In 2010 reforms to the Corporations Act were implemented. This section of the Act applies to the

Kadimah as a Company Limited by Guarantee. The Kadimah Financial Report will be made available at
the AGM, however members of the Kadimah can request a full Financial Report to be mailed to them.

Deceased Members: Chana Mrocki, Tobcia Blicblau, Issy Charak, Malka Orbach, Reene Zufi

Design: Crayon Creative
Yiddish Font: Yedidya Kosman
Photos: Jon Moss, James McPherson, Helen Chambers, Daniel Goldberg, Benjamin Sztypel

38 Translation: Alex Dafner
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Bente Kahan -
A European Jew
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