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The	Sons	of	the	American	Legion	

American	Legion		
Children	&	Youth	Conference		

September	15-17,	2017	
Indianapolis,	IN	



	
The	2017-2018	membership	year	

began	in	Reno,	NV	with	
The	Sons	of	the	American	Legion	
NaJonal	Commander	Danny	Smith	

&		
	

	Following	Their	Footsteps…
Making	History		



The	Sons	of	The	American	Legion’s	
tag	line	for	the	AdministraJve	year	is:	

Following	Their	Footsteps…	
Making	History!!!	

	
	
	

	



       Courage 
                       Faith 
																																			Teamwork 
																																																							Perseverance 

The	Sons	of	The	American	Legion’s	
Membership	Theme	is		
“Pioneering	Spirit”	

	



	
50,000	New	Members	

The	Endowment	Fund-	.50	per	member=	180,000+	
N.E.F-	.50	per	member=	180,000+	

C.W.F-	conJnue	$1.00	per	member=	$360,000	
	

The	Sons	of	The	American	Legion’s	Message		
	

These	4	words	will	take	us	on	a	Historic	Journey	
In	Membership	a	Goal	of	400,000	

In	Renewals	95%	

	
	



To the Entire American Legion 
Family 

•  We	must	possess	the	“Courage”	to	step	
outside	our	comfort	zone	and	have	“Faith”	in	
ourselves	and	all	members	to	help	achieve	our	
goals.	Just	like	the	pioneers	it	will	take	
“Teamwork”	from	all	to	reach	our	goals.	
Turning	Back	will	not	be	an	opJon,	we	will	
conJnue	to	push	forward	with	that	sJck	with	
it	agtude	and	through	“Perseverance”	we	will	
reach	our	objecJves	



“The	mission	of	the	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	Committee	on	
Children	&	Youth	is	to	formulate,	recommend	and	implement	plans,	
programs,	and	activities	of	The	American	Legion.		
	
The	Committee’s	responsibility	is	to	promote	the	care	and	protection	

of	the	children	of	veterans;	improve	conditions	for	all	children	and	youth	
with	due	concern	for	maintaining	the	integrity	of	the	family	home;	
prevent	social	and	physical	ills	of	children	and	youth	where	possible,	
utilizing	services	and	cooperating	with	sound	organizations	and	
agencies	for	children	and	youth;	maintain	a	balanced	program	that	
provides	for	their	physical	emotional,	intellectual	and	spiritual	needs;	
and	such	other	purposes	as	maybe	assigned	to	it	by	The	American	Legion	
and	the	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	National	Executive	Committee;	
and	to	assist	The	American	Legion	Children	and	Youth	Program	in	
carrying	on	for	God	and	Country.”		

C	&	Y	Mission	Statement	



The	2017-2018	membership	year	will	see	the		
Children	and	Youth	Commiiee	and	CWF	sub-
commiiee	in	their	3rd	year	aligned	under	the	
Americanism	Commission.	This	organizaJonal	change	
is	paierned	to	that	of	The	American	Legion,	with	all	
Youth	orientated	programs	collected	under	one	
umbrella.		

	
With	a	smooth	transiJon	of	commiiee	members	

ajer	the	convenJon	in	Reno,	the	Children	&	Youth	
Commiiee	look	forward	to	an	exciJng	year	working	
with	each	Detachment	for	the	beierment	of	our	
children	across	this	country.	
	
	
	
	



2017-2018	Americanism	Commission	
	

•  Chm-Gerald	Hammerschmidt	(KS)					ghammers@eaglecom.net	

•  Vice	Chm	-	James	Borgman	(IL)										jaborgman9@gmail.com	

•  Scoi	Merrill	(NH)	 	 																		merrillscoi33@gmail.com	

•  Ernest	Laberge	(MA)																												elaberge@octobercompany.com	

•  Gary	Lang	(OH)																																						glang3263@roadrunner.com	

•  Don	Allisot	(ME)																																				dallisot@Comcast.net	

	



2017-18 C & Y Committee Members 

	

•  Chm	-	John	Waite	(VT)															waitejohn@comcast.net	

•  John	Mejia	(CA) 																										rinatso.mejia@yahoo.com	

•  Greg	Price	(MI)																												grinnerman@msn.com	

•  John	Lawrence	(LA) 															1964m20e@gmail.com		

•  Joe	Korba	(NJ)																														joemargate@aol.com	

	

	

	



C	&	Y	Commiiee’s	2017-18	Goals	
	
	
	 		
	

The	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	projects	
American	Legion	Endowment	Fund:	
					We	are	looking	for	.50	per	member	or	

$182,500.	We	also	need	to	make	sure	
Detachments	and	Squadrons	
understand	this	program.	

	
			Child	Welfare	FoundaJon:		
	to	Con&nue	to	Raise	$1	per	member		

					or	$365,000	and	again	lead	The	
American	Legion	Family	in	dona&ons	

	

(ConJnued)	

																



•  Family	Emphasis-	Family	Support	Network,	
Temporary	Financial	Assistance.	

	
•  Child	Safety-	Say	No	To	Drugs,	Gateway	to	drugs,	

Warning	Signs,	Halloween	Safety,	Missing	children.	
	
•  American	Legion	Endowment	Fund-	not	only	Fund	

Raising,	but	making	sure	Detachments	and	
Squadrons	understand	this	program.	

	
•  PromoJng	Children	&	Youth	Month	(April)	starJng	

NOW.			Because	“They	are	The	Future”	



C.O.T.A	(Children’s	Organ	Transplant	Associa&on)	
					 	Did	You	Know?	

The	Children's	Organ	Transplant	Associa&on	does	not	charge	for	
its	services.	100%	of	funds	raised	in	honor	of	pa&ents	are	
available	for	transplant-related	expenses.	
COTA	funds	are	available	for	a	pa&ent's	life&me	for	almost	any	
transplant-related	expense.	

Special	Olympics	
		

Promote	recent	CWF	grant	recipients:	
		

Support	,	Volunteer,	Organize,	Promote	and	ParJcipate	

Angels	&	Doves	
...				Our	Military	Kids	
											The	American	Legion	NaJonal	Headquarters-	Oratorical	Contest		
And	Many	More…..		



2017-2018	CWF	Commiiee	Members		
	
Chm	-	Chris	Carlton	(IN) 	rdavr@aol.com	
	
Lyle	Chapman	(GA) 													LChapman65@gmail.com	
	
Jon	Coakley	(OH) 	 	bigbuckeyejc@aol.com	
	
Larry	Ford	(MD) 	 	lafltd@comcast.net	
	
George	Fleming	(PA)		 	gflemingjr@gmail.com	
	
	





2017-2018	CWF	Commiiee	Goals	

ü  To	again	lead	the	American	Legion	Family	in	donaJons!	
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2017-2018	CWF	Commiiee	Goals	

ü  To	again	lead	the	American	Legion	Family	in	donaJons!	

ü  Average	approximately	$1.00+	per	member	naJonally!	

ü  Finish	the	CWF	fiscal	year	with	$365,00	in	S.A.L	donaJons!	

ü  Increase	CAT	(Children’s	AcJon	Team)	membership	

ü  “Make	NO	Debate,	We	Will	Exceed	Eight!”	



	
The	American	Legion	Child	Welfare	FoundaJon,	in	its	
62nd	year,	has	awarded	$618,606	to	20	nonprofit	
organizaJons.		These	grants,	determined	during	the	
annual	meeJng	of	the	board	of	directors,	held	at	the	
Sheraton	Hotel	City	Centre	in	Indianapolis,	Indiana,	on	
Sunday,	October	9,	2016,	have	been	awarded	to	support	
youth-serving	projects	that	seek	to	enhance	the	lives	of	
children	by	addressing	the	physical,	mental,	emoJonal	
and	spiritual	needs	of	children.	The	following	is	a	brief	
summary	of	the	grants	awarded	for	2017.	
	
	
	

The	American	Legion	Child	Welfare	
FoundaFon	2017	Grants	at	a	Glance	

	



Angels	&	Doves	of	Indianapolis,	IN																																		$19,900	
	
Angel	Flight	West	of	Santa	Monica,	CA																											$10,000	
	
Bethany	ChrisJan	Services	of	Grand	Rapids,	MI												$25,000	
	
Books	Aloud	of	San	Jose,	CA																																														$10,000	
	
Building	Beier	Days	of	Edgewater,	MD																											$11,230	
	
Child	Find	of	America,	Inc.	of	New	Paltz,	NY																		$ 	

	 	 		

2016-2017	CWF	Grant	Recipients	
	
	

1	

	

		



Childhood	DomesJc	Violence	AssociaJon	of	NYC																			$20,750	
	
Childhood	Leukemia	FoundaJon	of	Brick,	NJ																											$60,000	
	
Children’s	Brain	Tumor	FoundaJon	of	NYC																															$20,000	
	
Children’s	Hospital	of	the	King’s	Daughter’s,	Inc																					$31,000	
																			of	Norfolk,	VA	
CureSearch	for	Children’s	Cancer	of	Bethesda,	MD																$22,250	
	
Depression	&	Bipolar	Support	Alliance	of	Chicago,	IL													$25,000	

2016-2017	CWF	Grant	Recipients	

2	



Keys	of	Sherrill,	NY																																																																							$5,362	
	
Mercy	Medical	Angels	of	Virginia	Beach,	VA																										$45,000	
	
Minnesota	OrganizaJon	on	Fetal	Alcohol	Syndrome												
$54,735	
									of	St.	Paul,	MN	
NaJonal	AuJsm	AssociaJon	of	Portsmouth,	RI																					$59,375	
	
NaJonal	MeningiJs	AssociaJon,	Inc	of	Fort	Myers,	FL									
$29,000	
	
Our	Military	Kids	of	McLean,	VA																																															$56,055	

2016-2017	CWF	Grant	Recipients	

3	



Shwachman-Diamond	Syndrome	FoundaJon																							$4,449		
														of	Avon,	NY	
	
The	American	Legion	NaJonal	Headquarters																							$69,000	
																of	Indianapolis,	IN	
	
	

Please	Visit	The	American	Legion	Child	
Welfare	Founda&on	site	for	a	complete	
explana&on	of	all	of	these	Grant	Recipients,	
so	we	can	con&nue	to	support	them.	
	
	

2016-2017	CWF	Grant	Recipients	

4	



2016-17	S.A.L.	Accomplishments	
•  Single	largest	contributor	to	the	Child	Welfare	Founda&on	
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•  Surpassed	$7,886,000	Cumula&ve	CWF	Dona&ons	

•  CWF	Dona&ons	$594,414	With	71,565	Hours	Of	Service	

•  Special	Olympics	-	$279,504	Donated	With	29,992	Hours	Of	
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2016-17	S.A.L.	Accomplishments	
•  Single	largest	contributor	to	the	Child	Welfare	Founda&on	

•  Surpassed	$7,000,000	Cumula&ve	CWF	Dona&ons	

•  $25,000+	The	American	Legion	Endowment	Fund	

•  CWF	Dona&ons	$360,299	With	66,542	Hours	Of	Service	

•  Special	Olympics	-	$200,602	Donated	With	24,246	Hours	Of	
	Service	

•  Children's	Miracle	Network	-	$67,754	In	Dona&ons	With	7,149	
	Service	Hours	

•  $808,883	in	Dona&ons	and	161,097	Hours	In	Support	Of	Other	
Children	&	 	Youth	Programs	

•  The	Total	Yearly	Dona&ons	For	All	C	&	Y	Programs	To	
	$2,120,995	With	269,475	Service	Hours	



2016-2017	S.A.L.	Accomplishments	
•  Some	other	Accomplishments	outside	our	Commieee	but	certainly	

note	worthy.	

•  VA&R	hours	recorded	–	433,978	
•  VA&R	Dona&ons/Gihs	-	$1,835,970	
•  Americanism	hours	recorded	–	1,145,266	

•  Americanism	Dona&ons	–	3,408,183	

•  Membership	365,167	

•  6,148	Squadrons	throughout	54	Detachments	

•  Only	1,780		Squadrons	repor&ng	or	29%	



PublicaJons	available	to	the	enJre	American	
Legion	Family	



Look	for	us	on	Facebook	@	SonsofTheAmericanLegion	
ChildrenandYouthCommieee	



The	Sons	of	The	American	Legion	

	
And	
Having	Fun!	

	
DonaFng	
And	Having	Fun!!	

	
Fundraising	
And	Having	Fun!!!	

We call it “Fun in the Sons” 



Fund	Raising	Ideas	can	be	wide	and	varied…	what	works	in	
one	Department	or	Detachment	may	or	may	not	work	in	
another.	

		
Here	are	a	few	that	I	know	and	have	heard	of:	
	

Polar	Plunges	(if	you	can	handle	the	cold)	
Duck	Races	
Poker	Runs	
Craj	Fairs	
Bowling	Tournaments	
Golf	Tournaments	
Corn	Hole	Tournaments	
Gun	Raffles		
Pig	or	Bull	Roasts	
5k’s	or	walk-a-thons	



Paint	&	Sips	
Car	Shows	
Meat	Raffles	
Texas	Hold’em	Tournaments	
Motorcycle	Rides	
Casino	Nights	
USO	Shows	(family	fun)	
Chicken	BBQ	
Pool	Tournaments	
Car	Shows	
Meat	Raffles	

	

The	List	could	conJnue	on	and	on	and	on…..		
The	main	objecJve	of	all	of	these	efforts	is	to	be	successful	
and	have	fun	while	you	are	doing	them.		
	



	

We	have	all	had	Great	Success	in	the	Past,	But	
our	Future	will	not	be	about	Past	Success.	It	
will	be	about	what	we	are	willing	to	change	to	

Drive	Our	future	

	

Remember	Success	does	not	come	through	
Magic!!!	

Success,	comes	through	Hard	Work	and	
DeterminaJon!!!	



Join	the	365,000	members	of	the		
Sons	of	the	American	Legion	as	we	

If	we	do	these	individually	we	do	good…	

…If	we	do	these	“Together	as	a	Team”	…	

...The	American	Legion	Family	is	unstoppable!	



Join	the	365,000	members	of	the		
Sons	of	the	American	Legion	as	we	

	
Work	toward	the	Beierment	of	our	

Children	&	Youth		

If	we	do	these	individually	we	do	good…	

…If	we	do	these	“Together	as	a	Team”	…	

...The	American	Legion	Family	is	unstoppable!	



ConJnue	To	Make	History		

As	“We	Follow	in	Their	Footsteps”	

Courage-Faith-Teamwork-
Perseverance		





On	Behalf	of	NaJonal	Commander	Danny	Smith	
And	the	NaJonal	OrganizaJon	

	

Thank	You!	
	



John	Waite	–	SAL	Children	&	Youth	Chairman,	2017-2018	


