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t i
s 

go
od

 fo
r 

R
om

e,
 s

o 
I 

m
us

t c
on

vi
nc

e 
hi

m
 th

at
 a

ll 
of

 R
om

e 
w

an
ts

 C
ae

sa
r 

de
ad

.  
I 

w
ill

 
w

ri
te

 m
an

y 
an

on
ym

ou
s 

le
tt

er
s 

ex
pr

es
si

ng
 th

es
e 

se
nt

im
en

ts
 a

nd
 g

iv
e 

th
em

 to
 B

ru
tu

s. 
 H

e 
w

ill
 

su
re

ly
 b

e 
fo

ol
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

le
tt

er
s 

an
d 

jo
in

 m
y 

ca
us

e.
 

A
ct

 I,
 S

ce
ne

 II
I

T
he

 h
om

e 
of

 B
ru

tu
s 

an
d 

Po
rt

ia

P
or

ti
a:

 
W

ha
t i

s 
w

ro
ng

 w
ith

 y
ou

, m
y 

hu
sb

an
d?

  Y
ou

 s
ee

m
 

si
ck

 w
ith

 w
or

ry
. 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
I 

am
 u

ps
et

 o
ve

r 
a 

co
nv

er
sa

tio
n 

I 
ha

d 
w

ith
 C

as
si

us
.  

B
ut

 it
 is

 n
ot

 im
po

rt
an

t, 
m

y 
de

ar
.

P
or

ti
a:

 
If

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 c

on
ce

rn
s 

yo
u,

 B
ru

tu
s, 

th
en

 it
 is

 
of

 g
re

at
 s

ig
ni

fic
an

ce
 to

 m
e.

  B
ut

 w
ai

t, 
I 

he
ar

 
so

m
eo

ne
 a

t t
he

 d
oo

r. 
 I

 w
ill

 r
et

ur
n 

in
 a

 m
om

en
t.

B
ru

tu
s:

 
W

ho
 w

as
 a

t t
he

 d
oo

r, 
Po

rt
ia

?

P
or

ti
a:

 
It

 w
as

 a
 s

er
va

nt
 w

ho
m

 I
 h

av
e 

no
t s

ee
n 

be
fo

re
.  

H
e 

br
ou

gh
t l

et
te

rs
 fo

r 
yo

u.
  H

e 
to

ld
 m

e 
to

 h
av

e 
yo

u 
re

ad
 th

em
 im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
.  

C
an

 y
ou

 te
ll 

m
e 

w
ha

t 
th

ey
 s

ay
? 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
N

o,
 P

or
tia

, I
 c

an
no

t. 
 B

ut
 d

o 
no

t b
e 

al
ar

m
ed

; i
t 

do
es

 n
ot

 c
on

ce
rn

 y
ou

.  
W

ou
ld

 y
ou

 m
in

d 
le

av
in

g 
m

e 
al

on
e 

fo
r 

a 
w

hi
le

? 
 I

 th
in

k 
I 

ha
d 

be
tt

er
 r

ea
d 

th
es

e 
le

tt
er

s 
by

 m
ys

el
f. 

P
or

ti
a:

 
Y

ou
 w

or
ry

 m
e,

 B
ru

tu
s. 

 I
t i

s 
no

t l
ik

e 
yo

u 
to

 b
e 

so
 

se
cr

et
iv

e,
 b

ut
 s

in
ce

 y
ou

 a
sk

, I
 w

ill
 g

o.
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B
ru

tu
s:

 
O

h,
 m

y!
  A

ll 
of

 th
es

e 
le

tt
er

s 
ca

ll 
fo

r 
C

ae
sa

r’
s 

de
at

h.
  P

er
ha

ps
, C

as
si

us
 is

 te
lli

ng
 th

e 
tr

ut
h,

 a
nd

 
th

is
 is

 w
ha

t t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

of
 R

om
e 

w
an

t. 
 I

 m
us

t b
e 

re
so

lu
te

 a
nd

 a
ct

 n
ow

 to
 m

ak
e 

su
re

 th
at

 C
ae

sa
r 

do
es

 n
ot

 d
es

tr
oy

 o
ur

 b
el

ov
ed

 R
om

e.
  I

 s
hu

dd
er

 
to

 th
in

k 
of

 th
e 

ac
tio

ns
 th

at
 I

 m
us

t t
ak

e,
 b

ut
 I

 w
ill

 
ta

ke
 th

em
 fo

r 
th

e 
go

od
 o

f R
om

e!
  

P
or

ti
a:

 
(c

al
lin

g)
 B

ru
tu

s, 
I 

he
ar

 k
no

ck
in

g 
ag

ai
n.

  S
ho

ul
d 

I 
se

e 
w

ho
 it

 is
?

B
ru

tu
s:

 
N

o,
 d

o 
no

t b
ot

he
r, 

Po
rt

ia
.  

I 
w

ill
 g

et
 it

.  
A

h,
 

C
as

si
us

, i
t i

s 
yo

u.

C
as

si
us

: 
Y

es
, B

ru
tu

s. 
 I

 h
av

e 
ur

ge
nt

 m
at

te
rs

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 w

ith
 

yo
u.

  I
s 

Po
rt

ia
 h

er
e?

  I
 d

o 
no

t w
an

t h
er

 in
vo

lv
ed

.

P
or

ti
a:

 
(c

al
lin

g)
 I

s 
th

at
 y

ou
 I

 h
ea

r, 
C

as
si

us
? 

 

C
as

si
us

: 
It

 is
, P

or
tia

, b
ut

 I
 m

us
t s

pe
ak

 to
 B

ru
tu

s 
al

on
e,

 if
 

yo
u 

do
 n

ot
 m

in
d.

P
or

ti
a:

 
I 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
, C

as
si

us
.  

I 
ho

pe
 th

at
 y

ou
 c

an
 h

el
p 

B
ru

tu
s 

w
ith

 w
ha

te
ve

r 
is

 tr
ou

bl
in

g 
hi

m
.  

I 
w

ill
 

le
av

e 
yo

u 
bo

th
 a

lo
ne

 n
ow

.  

B
ru

tu
s:

 
I 

ha
ve

 m
ad

e 
a 

de
ci

si
on

, C
as

si
us

.  
A

lth
ou

gh
 it

 
m

ak
es

 m
e 

si
ck

 to
 h

ar
m

 C
ae

sa
r, 

I 
w

ill
 jo

in
 y

ou
.

I 
w

ill
 d

o 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

it 
ta

ke
s 

to
 k

ee
p 

R
om

e 
fr

om
 

be
co

m
in

g 
a 

di
ct

at
or

sh
ip

.  
I 

do
 n

ot
 w

an
t t

he
 

pe
op

le
 o

f R
om

e 
to

 lo
se

 th
ei

r 
vo

ic
e.

 

C
as

si
us

: 
I 

am
 g

re
at

ly
 r

el
ie

ve
d 

to
 h

ea
r 

th
is,

 B
ru

tu
s, 

fo
r 

th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 th

e 
ni

gh
t, 

I 
ha

ve
 g

at
he

re
d 

to
ge

th
er

 
m

an
y 

ot
he

rs
 w

ho
 th

in
k 

as
 w

e 
do

.  
T

he
y 

ar
e 

w
ai

tin
g 

in
 y

ou
r 

ga
rd

en
 n

ow
, a

nd
 w

e 
m

us
t g

o 
ri

gh
t 

aw
ay

 a
nd

 p
la

n 
ou

r 
co

ur
se

 o
f a

ct
io

n 
w

ith
 th

em
.  

B
ru

tu
s:

 
A

ll 
ri

gh
t, 

le
t u

s 
go

.  
W

ha
t h

av
e 

yo
ur

 m
en

 p
la

nn
ed

 
th

us
 fa

r?

C
as

si
us

: 
W

e 
m

us
t l

ur
e 

C
ae

sa
r 

fr
om

 h
is

 h
ou

se
 a

nd
 k

ill
 h

im
, 

bu
t I

 th
in

k 
w

e 
ha

ve
 a

no
th

er
 p

ro
bl

em
 to

 fa
ce

 a
s 

w
el

l. 
 W

e 
m

us
t r

id
 o

ur
se

lv
es

 o
f M

ar
c 

A
nt

on
y, 

to
o,

 
fo

r 
he

 is
 fa

ith
fu

l t
o 

C
ae

sa
r 

an
d 

w
ill

 tr
y 

to
 s

to
p 

us
.  

I 
am

 c
er

ta
in

 th
at

 h
e 

is
 a

 g
re

at
 d

an
ge

r 
to

 o
ur

 c
au

se
. 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
N

o,
 C

as
si

us
, I

 d
is

ag
re

e.
  W

e 
ca

nn
ot

 d
ro

w
n 

ou
rs

el
ve

s 
in

 th
e 

bl
oo

d 
of

 o
th

er
s. 

 M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y 
ha

s 
do

ne
 n

o 
ha

rm
 to

 u
s 

or
 R

om
e.
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C
as

si
us

: 
B

ut
, B

ru
tu

s, 
I 

am
 a

fr
ai

d 
th

at
 y

ou
 a

re
 n

ot
 th

in
ki

ng
 

cl
ea

rl
y. 

 M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y 
is

 a
 lo

ya
l f

ol
lo

w
er

 o
f 

C
ae

sa
r, 

an
d 

if 
w

e 
do

 n
ot

 g
et

 r
id

 o
f h

im
, w

e 
m

ay
 

no
t b

e 
ab

le
 to

 c
ar

ry
 o

ut
 o

ur
 p

la
ns

. 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
N

o,
 C

as
si

us
, I

 w
ill

 n
ev

er
 a

gr
ee

 to
 th

is
!  

W
e 

ar
e 

he
re

 o
nl

y 
to

 p
ur

ge
 C

ae
sa

r 
fr

om
 o

ur
 c

ity
, a

nd
 

no
bo

dy
 e

ls
e.

  W
e 

ca
nn

ot
 s

im
pl

y 
m

ur
de

r 
pe

op
le

 
w

e 
do

 n
ot

 li
ke

.  
W

e 
ar

e 
ac

tin
g 

fo
r 

th
e 

go
od

 o
f 

R
om

e 
an

d 
no

t m
er

el
y 

fo
r 

ou
rs

el
ve

s. 
 

C
as

si
us

: 
H

av
e 

yo
u 

no
t n

ot
ic

ed
 th

e 
vi

ol
en

t w
ea

th
er

 
th

is
 e

ve
ni

ng
? 

 T
he

se
 w

in
ds

!  
T

he
 th

un
de

r 
an

d 
lig

ht
ni

ng
!  

T
he

se
 a

re
 s

ig
ns

 th
at

 C
ae

sa
r 

is
 g

ai
ni

ng
 

to
o 

m
uc

h 
po

w
er

 a
nd

 m
us

t b
e 

st
op

pe
d!

B
ru

tu
s:

 
L

oo
k,

 P
or

tia
 is

 a
pp

ro
ac

hi
ng

 n
ow

.  
Y

ou
 m

us
t l

ea
ve

 
im

m
ed

ia
te

ly
, f

or
 I

 d
o 

no
t w

an
t h

er
 to

 w
or

ry
. 

P
or

ti
a:

 
It

 is
 s

o 
la

te
, m

y 
hu

sb
an

d.
  W

hy
 a

re
 y

ou
 s

ta
nd

in
g 

he
re

 in
 th

e 
ga

rd
en

, c
ol

d 
an

d 
al

on
e?

  T
he

re
 is

 a
 

te
rr

ib
le

 s
to

rm
 b

re
w

in
g.

  P
le

as
e 

co
m

e 
in

si
de

.

B
ru

tu
s:

 
In

 a
 m

om
en

t, 
de

ar
.  

Y
ou

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t b

e 
ou

t i
n 

th
is

 
ch

ill
y 

ai
r 

w
ith

 y
ou

r 
fa

ili
ng

 h
ea

lth
.  

Pl
ea

se
 g

o 
in

si
de

 
an

d 
re

st
 n

ow
.  

P
or

ti
a:

 
W

ha
t h

as
 c

om
e 

ov
er

 y
ou

, m
y 

lo
ve

? 
 W

e 
ha

ve
 

ne
ve

r 
be

en
 s

ec
re

tiv
e 

w
ith

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r 

be
fo

re
.  

Pl
ea

se
 te

ll 
m

e 
w

ha
t i

s 
bo

th
er

in
g 

yo
u.

 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
I 

am
 fe

el
in

g 
so

m
ew

ha
t p

oo
rl

y, 
m

y 
de

ar
 P

or
tia

.  
B

ut
, t

ha
t i

s 
ac

tu
al

ly
 o

f l
itt

le
 c

on
ce

rn
, e

ve
n 

to
 m

e.
   

P
or

ti
a:

 
B

ru
tu

s, 
I 

ca
nn

ot
 s

to
p 

th
in

ki
ng

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
tu

rm
oi

l 
th

at
 s

ee
m

s 
to

 b
e 

co
ns

um
in

g 
yo

u 
ri

gh
t i

n 
fr

on
t o

f 
m

y 
ey

es
.  

I 
be

g 
yo

u,
 p

le
as

e 
te

ll 
m

e 
w

ha
t i

s 
w

ro
ng

. 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
Po

rt
ia

, p
le

as
e,

 g
o 

to
 b

ed
. 

P
or

ti
a:

 
I 

am
 y

ou
r 

w
ife

.  
I 

ha
ve

 s
to

od
 b

y 
yo

u 
in

 a
ll 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 d
on

e.
  P

le
as

e 
do

 n
ot

 le
av

e 
m

e 
in

 th
e 

da
rk

.

B
ru

tu
s:

 
Y

ou
 a

re
 a

 g
oo

d 
w

ife
, P

or
tia

.  
B

ut
 y

ou
 m

us
t g

o 
in

si
de

 a
nd

 r
es

t n
ow

.  
I 

ne
ed

 ti
m

e 
to

 th
in

k 
al

on
e.

  I
 

pr
om

is
e 

th
at

 I
 w

ill
 r

ev
ea

l a
ll 

to
 y

ou
 la

te
r. 
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A
ct

 II
, S

ce
ne

 I
A

 fe
w

 d
ay

s 
la

te
r 

at
 t

he
 h

om
e 

of
 C

ae
sa

r

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

C
ae

sa
r, 

I 
ha

ve
 n

ot
 s

ee
n 

yo
u 

th
es

e 
la

st
 fe

w
 d

ay
s, 

so
 

I 
ha

ve
 c

om
e 

to
 v

is
it 

yo
u 

at
 y

ou
r 

ho
m

e.
  H

av
e 

yo
u 

th
ou

gh
t o

ve
r 

m
y 

of
fe

r?
  I

t w
ill

 b
e 

th
e 

fif
te

en
th

 o
f 

M
ar

ch
 to

m
or

ro
w

, a
nd

 a
ll 

of
 R

om
e 

ea
ge

rl
y 

aw
ai

ts
 

yo
ur

 d
ec

is
io

n.
  W

e 
al

l w
an

t t
o 

ce
le

br
at

e 
yo

ur
 

co
ro

na
tio

n 
to

m
or

ro
w

.  

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

Y
es

, M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y. 
 I

 h
av

e 
de

ci
de

d 
to

 ta
ke

 y
ou

 u
p 

on
 y

ou
r 

of
fe

r 
to

 b
e 

ki
ng

.  

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

T
ha

t i
s 

w
on

de
rf

ul
 n

ew
s!

  I
 a

m
 g

la
d 

to
 h

ea
r 

it!

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

B
ut

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 h

er
e 

at
 m

y 
ho

m
e 

is
 g

re
at

ly
 

di
st

ur
bi

ng
 m

e.
  

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

W
ha

t i
s 

it,
 C

ae
sa

r?

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

W
he

n 
I 

to
ld

 m
y 

w
ife

, C
al

pu
rn

ia
, a

bo
ut

 g
oi

ng
 

to
m

or
ro

w
, s

he
 b

eg
ge

d 
m

e 
no

t t
o.

  S
he

 w
as

 
sh

ri
ek

in
g 

w
he

n 
sh

e 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

he
r 

re
ce

nt
 

ni
gh

tm
ar

es
.  

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

A
nd

 w
ha

t e
xa

ct
ly

 w
er

e 
th

es
e 

ni
gh

tm
ar

es
 a

bo
ut

?

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

In
 th

em
, s

he
 h

ad
 a

 v
is

io
n 

of
 m

y 
st

at
ue

 s
tr

ea
m

in
g 

w
ith

 b
lo

od
.  

T
he

n 
sh

e 
de

sc
ri

be
d 

m
en

 s
m

ili
ng

 a
nd

 
ba

th
in

g 
th

ei
r 

ha
nd

s 
in

 it
.  

Sh
e 

cr
ie

d 
an

d 
as

ke
d 

m
e 

to
 s

ta
y 

ho
m

e 
w

ith
 h

er
.  

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

C
ae

sa
r, 

it 
w

as
 n

ot
hi

ng
 m

or
e 

th
an

 a
 fr

ig
ht

en
in

g 
dr

ea
m

.  
D

o 
no

t l
et

 th
is

 tr
ou

bl
e 

yo
u.

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

If
 B

ru
tu

s 
ha

d 
no

t c
om

e 
to

 m
y 

ho
m

e 
to

 c
on

vi
nc

e 
m

e 
th

at
 C

al
pu

rn
ia

 w
as

 m
is

in
te

rp
re

tin
g 

he
r 

dr
ea

m
s, 

I 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 g
o 

to
m

or
ro

w
.  

B
ut

 h
e 

sa
id

 
th

e 
dr

ea
m

 w
as

 a
 g

oo
d 

om
en

.  
H

e 
be

lie
ve

s 
th

e 
dr

ea
m

 m
ea

nt
 th

at
 m

y 
bl

oo
d 

w
ill

 r
ev

iv
e 

R
om

e.
  

M
ar

c 
A

nt
on

y:
 

I 
ag

re
e!

  S
o,

 w
e 

sh
al

l s
ee

 y
ou

 to
m

or
ro

w
 th

en
.

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

Y
es

, I
 w

ill
 b

e 
at

 th
e 

Se
na

te
 to

m
or

ro
w

.  

A
ct

 II
, S

ce
ne

 II
T

he
 n

ex
t 

da
y 

in
 C

ae
sa

r’
s 

ho
m

e 
an

d 
on

 t
he

 w
ay

 t
o 

th
e 

Se
na

te

Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

I 
st

ill
 h

av
e 

an
 u

ne
as

y 
fe

el
in

g 
ab

ou
t t

hi
s 

da
y. 

 W
ha

t 
if 

C
al

pu
rn

ia
 is

 r
ig

ht
 a

nd
 s

om
et

hi
ng

 h
ap

pe
ns

? 
 A

h,
 

I 
he

ar
 k

no
ck

in
g.

 

B
ru

tu
s:

 
C

ae
sa

r, 
m

y 
fr

ie
nd

.  
I 

am
 h

er
e 

to
 a

cc
om

pa
ny

 y
ou

 
to

 th
e 

Se
na

te
.  
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Ju
liu

s 
C

ae
sa

r:
 

B
ru

tu
s, 

I 
am

 s
til

l n
ot

 s
ur
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Glossary
archrivals—the main people competing for the same object or goal as 

another 

array—regular order or arrangement

brewing—forming

conspirators—people who agree to act together to do an unlawful act

coronation—the act or ceremony of crowning a king or queen

dictatorship—a government or country in which total power is held by a 
one person, a dictator 

dross—waste or foreign matter

Ides—the fifteenth of March, May, July, or October or the thirteenth day 
of any other month in the ancient Roman calendar

inheritors—people who come in to or receive property, powers, or duties 
as an heir

purge—to make clean

reluctant—unwilling; struggling in opposition

republic—a government having a chief of state who is not a monarch 

soothsayer—a person who claims to foretell events

spoils—stolen goods

thwart—to stand in the way of
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Marc Antony: a friend of Caesar’s

Julius Caesar: a Roman general and senator

Cassius: a Roman general

Brutus: a noble Roman

Portia: the wife of Brutus

Octavius: the adopted son of Julius Caesar
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