
Just the Way I Am
Author: Bindu Gupta
Illustrator: Kanak Shashi
Translator: Alisha Berger



A herd of sheep was coming back home 
in the evening, happy as usual. 

Except for Matko. She was too wide to fit through
the new farm gate.
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She had been sleeping outside for over a week. 
And now she would have to sleep outside again.
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That darn gate! 

It wasn't fair.
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The yogi sheep said, 
“Do yoga! Yoga will make you 
thinner. Then you will fit through
the gate.”
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The next day, Matko
started doing yoga.
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Many days passed…
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But Matko was still too wide to fit through the gate.
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The jogger sheep
suggested, “Start
jogging! Jogging will
make you thinner.
Then you will fit
through the gate.”
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So Matko went for a
jog every day.

Days passed, but she
was still too wide for
the gate.  
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The swimmer sheep advised, 
“Start swimming! Swimming will make you thinner. 

Then you will fit through the gate.”
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So Matko began
swimming...
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But she was still too
wide to fit through the
gate!

13/21



Bunni came by
showing off her
bicycle. 

“Start cycling, Matko.
Cycling will make you
thinner. If cycling
doesn't help you fit
through the gate, I'll
eat my hat!”
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Matko was upset.

“Enough now! I just
want to go home."

So she thought.
And she thought, 
and she thought some
more.

And then she set off.
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A few days later,
Matko returned. 

Now she had a plan.
She had...
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                                                 ...TOOLS!
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The next morning, Matko woke up in her favorite place.
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All the other sheep were astonished. 
“But you're still so wide!" they brayed. "How did you get inside the yard?"
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“I simply made the
gate a little wider,"
Matko replied with a
grin. "I am fit, and I
am fine...just the way

I am!”
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This is a Level 3 book for children who are ready to read on their own.

(English)

Just the Way I Am Matko is too wide to fit through the yard-gate. Her friends suggest
different exercises to help her slim down, but nothing works.
Finally, Matko comes up with her own way to fit in.

Pratham Books goes digital to weave a whole new chapter in the realm of multilingual children's stories. Knitting together children, authors, illustrators

and publishers. Folding in teachers, and translators. To create a rich fabric of openly licensed multilingual stories for the children of India ​​ and the

world. Our unique online platform, StoryWeaver, is a playground where children, parents, teachers and librarians can get creative. Come, start weaving

today, and help us get a book in every child's hand!



https://www.freekidsbooks.org
Simply great free books - 

Preschool, early grades, picture books, learning to read, 
early chapter books, middle grade, young adult,

Pratham, Book Dash, Mustardseed, Open Equal Free, and many more!  

Always Free – Always will be!

YAY!

Totally

This book is shared online by Free Kids Books at https://www.freekidsbooks.org  
in terms of the creative commons license provided by the publisher or author. 

Want to find more books like this? 

Legal Note: 
This book is in CREATIVE COMMONS - Awesome!! That means you can share, reuse it, and in some cases republish it, 
but  only in accordance with the terms of the applicable license (not all CCs are equal!), attribution must be provided, and 

any resulting work must be released in the same manner.  
 Please  reach out and contact us if you want more information: https://www.freekidsbooks.org/about   

Image Attribution:  Annika Brandow, from You! Yes You!  CC-BY-SA.
 This page is added for identification.

https://www.freekidsbooks.org/
https://www.freekidsbooks.org/
https://www.freekidsbooks.org/about

