
KidsQuest Children’s Museum
2015 Annual Report



 

A Letter from the President

KidsQuest’s mission is to create learning through the 
power of play and exploration that connects children 
to their communities and the world. But how does an 
organization create learning? By creating opportunities. 
By investing in new programs like Low Sensory Evenings, 
which gives kids with sensory sensitivities the opportunity 
to explore the museum at their own pace. By building 
new exhibits like the Back to the Drawing Board Gallery 
which allows children to experiment with open-ended 
art. By increasing free public outreach so that families 
can experience the magic of KidsQuest at their local 
park, even if they can’t visit the museum.

Learning is a path, not a destination. As we continue 
to dream up new opportunities in our current Factoria 
home, we are also designing and building our new 
permanent home. What exhibit components will help 
our families learn best? How can we design a space 
that works with our current programs and future 
programs? We are infinitely grateful for all of our donors, 
members, and friends that support us along this path, 
and we look forward to creating learning opportunities 
for many years to come.

3,751 
KidsQuest Members

180,393 Total Served
Museum Visitors | Outreach Participants

5,079 Free or discounted admissions and memberships
$1 Third Thursday Night | King County Library Systems | Bellevue Lifespring 
Sound Mental Health | Museums for All (EBT card holders) | KidsQuest Scholarships

712 Free or discounted military admissions
Blue Star Museums | Gold Star Museums | Veteran’s Day Discount | Military Discount



New Exhibits in 2015
KidsQuest relocated its Book Nook this year in order to make room for a brand new 
exhibit, the Back to the Drawing Board Gallery. Children of all ages become 
artists and art aficionados in this introductory art gallery. On the wet art wall kids can 
explore paint on a vertical surface, finger paint with shaving cream, use spray bottles 
to experiment with color mixing, and more. Chalk drawings come to life on the Kinetic 
Chalk Wall with a hand crank interface that makes drawings move. And in the Chalk 
Frames kids can fill the gallery wall with their creations, then put on an art opening for 
their friends, parents, and fellow artists! This is an open-ended activity area where kids 
become both artists and art patrons. 

KidsQuest also introduced the popular Colorful Car Collection Case this year. In 
this collection, kids are the curators. Kids are invited to arrange, sort and the display 
the cars as they see fit. Through this process they will exercise their sorting skills, learn 
basic math, and experiment with color and light. Then they can take the cars for a 
spin down the racetrack - the perfect introduction to physics!

Programming 
In 2015, KidsQuest focused on serving and supporting the whole family. We introduced 
several new programs this year to help support local families in different ways:

Low Sensory Evenings are a free monthly opportunity for kids with sensory sensitivities 
to visit the museum without the crowds. KidsQuest limits attendance for this event, and 
turns down the ambient noise and light. These evenings are especially appropriate for 
children with autism and/or Sensory Processing Disorder, but Low Sensory Evenings are 
open to children with any type of special need and their families.

Parents’ Night Out offers parents a drop-off opportunity so they can have a night to 
themselves to run errands, reconnect with their partner, or just have some much 
needed downtime. These monthly events offer a themed science or art activity in line 
with KidsQuest’s other educational programs. Kids are fed, get a chance to tackle a 
project with KidsQuest’s staff, and have the opportunity for free play. 

KidsQuest also formed several new partnerships with local organizations this year. 
Partnerships allow us to expand our current offerings with the help of outside experts. 
New partnerships include:

• LEGO® Engineering with Bricks 4 Kidz
• Brain Science Basics and Living Laboratory with I-LABS (The Institute for Learning & 
Brain Sciences at the University of Washington)
• Ceramics workshops with Studio2You
• Dinner & Dancing with 3rd Shift Dance
• Dental Screenings with the University of Washington Center for Pediatric Dentistry        
• Play and Learn Evening with Chinese Information and Service Center

Finally, KidsQuest addressed a whole new audience with Recess on the Rocks. 
Recess is an adults-only event designed to engage Eastside grown-ups and 
showcase KidsQuest as a community resource (and not just for kids!). Recent college 
grads, empty nesters, and parents looking for a fun date night enjoyed after-hours 
access to KidsQuest’s hands-on exhibits at this fun event, plus cocktails, food trucks, and 
themed activities designed with grown-ups in mind.

“Thank you for the low sensory evening! 
Our autistic son had a blast + we noticed a 
whole different level of focus compared to 

our usual visits. Please do again!”



Outreach 
Every year KidsQuest continues to grow beyond the borders of Factoria. In 2015 we 
increased our Field Trip to Go programs by 17%, serving 14% more students. This was in 
part due to a partnership with the Bellevue School District Summer School Program, which 
brought KidsQuest Educators to Bellevue schools four afternoons a week for a month.

KidsQuest’s growing Field Trip to Go program did not put a damper on our on-site field 
trips either. In 2015 we saw 83 school groups (2,447 students), a 9% increase in visits over 
2014, and a 13% increase in kids.

We also partnered with the Downtown Seattle Association and Bellevue’s Parks & 
Community Services Department to offer Science in the Park, a free outreach program 
at local parks around Seattle and Bellevue. This new program allows us to reach a more 
diverse audience that may not have the opportunity to visit the museum or experience a 
Field Trip to Go at their school. Science in the Park increased our public outreach offerings 
by 138% and grew our audience by nearly 1,000 people.

5,039 people in 2013 6,212 people in 2014 7,084 people in 2015

Field Trip to Go Program

3,613 
people in 

2013

4,190
people in 

2014

5,155
people in 

2015
Public Outreach



New Museum Update:
In 2015 we focused on planning and designing the new museum in preparation for 
construction to start in 2016. The aesthetic direction of each of the exhibits galleries 
was finalized, as were the exhibit activities (ie: what visitors will be interacting and 
experimenting with in each exhibit). We chose the building finishes (counters, floors, 
walls, etc), and redesigned the climber in the atrium. 

$10,482,018 million 
raised so far

$12.7 million 
goal

We’re 83% of the way there!

2015 Annual Operating Budget
Revenue
Contributions	     	 212,429
Fundraising events	 187,572
In-kind		        	   45,576
Admissions	     	 297,965
Membership	    	 353,593
Programs		    	 251,508
ExploreStore		    22,499
Total:			        1,365,058

Expenses
Programs		        1,018,115
Management	     	 242,066
Fundraising		  190,807
Total:			        1,450,988

Change in net		    85,930

 

Admissions 
22% 

Membership 
26% 

Program Tuition 
18% 

ExploreStore 
2% 

Contributions 
15% 

Fundraising Events 
14% 

In-Kind 
3% 

 

Programs 
70% 

Management 
17% 

Fundraising 
13% 

BizQuest
With more and more families and businesses moving to downtown Bellevue – 
including the Museum – KidsQuest introduced a new annual event designed 
to bring community members together for a valuable discussion. On June 4th 
KidsQuest hosted its inaugural BizQuest breakfast at the Bellevue Club. BizQuest 
offers the chance to hear from and engage with local leaders as they share their 
expertise and perspective on issues challenging families in today’s workforce via a 
dynamic panel discussion. Our inaugural panel featured executives from 
Expedia, Tetra Tech and Taco Time NW and the event raised over $30,000 in 
support of KidsQuest Children’s Museum.  



Connie and Leslie Pesterfield
Jeff and Jody Peterson
Michelle and Scott Peyree
Glenda Philio
Stephanie Philio
Makiko Pierce
Hilary and Scott Pike
Laura Powell and Gary Guenther
Keri Pravitz and Nicole Lukaris
Kerry Price and Mike Duffy
Tracey Queen
Amber Quintal
Justin and Anne Rabe
Ron and Jacquie Rauch
Fraser Reach
Michelle and Todd Reeves
Timothy Reinertson and Tami  

Reinertsen
Nicole Ricca and John Hopson
Vincent and Carole Ricca
Jill and Dave Rittenhouse
Leslie and Will Robbins
Jennifer and Scott Robertson
Lynne Robinson and Daniel 

Watson
Joan Romano and Jim Moore
Cassie and Mark Ronish
Kate Roosevelt
Aubrey Ross
Alissa Rupp and Tom Baker
Jennifer and Bob Samer
Liz and Steve Santamaria
Shelley Saunders and Andrew 

Benjamin
Michael Schrepfer and Suni Elgar
Jennifer and Peter Schumacher
Jennifer and John Schwartz
Meenakshi Sharma and Amit 

Bahree
Alison and Barry Shaw
Tia Shaw and Jeremy Taylor
Charlie Sheffler
JJ Shephard and Lisa Allisom
Lawrence Shih and Ingrid Chiang
Yoko Shimomura
Andrea and Tyler Simpson
Nichole Simpson
Rick and Sally Simpson
Matt and Cherrie Skager
Toby and Dee Skey
Moya and Don Skillman
Ben Slusser and Erica Melief
Kevin and Amy Smith
Nancy Smith and Mike Sterling
Sherry and Matt Smith
Kathryn Smoot and Rafael Zayas
Adam and Janna Snyder
Heather Speight and Audrey 

Chisholm
Sarah and Brent Spencer
Deborah Stafford
Heather and Scott Staples
Susan and Liz Stead
Deborah Still
Bettina and John Stokes
Brandon Stone
Maida Suljevic
Alayne Sulkin
Eileen and Nick Sun
Matthew and Sara Sutorius
Nahoko Suzue
Jenna and Daniel Sytman
Olga and Greg Szwed
David Tan
Anthony and Katie Terribilini
Sara and Jay Terry

Maria Teruel and James Yarrow
Ivor and Jan Thomas
Jonathan and Brook Thompson
Mounica Thuparani
Faye Till
Adrea and Adam Tillotson
Robby Tonkin
Belinda Towns Jackson and  

Douglas Jackson
Mark Tranter
Heather and Nicolas Trescases
Maggie Tai Tucker and James  

Gwertzman
Mande Turner
Li-Ming Ueng and Michael  

Komarnitsky
Davicia and David Van De Venter
Rita and Matt Van Der Peet
Gregory and Amiee Vaughan
Elizabeth and Kristian Vielbig
Steve Vincent
Quynh Vuong and Cary Falk
Wende and Craig Wadsworth
Tawni Wagner and Amanda 

Whiting
Lindsey and Chad Walimaki
Kaikai Wang and Jia Pan
Katie and Jeff Weaver
Kristen Webb and David Schooler
Marisa and Richard Webb
Angie and Chad Weiser
David and Sharon West
Joe and Sherry White
Lauren and Craig Wiley
Sheryl Willert
Randy Williams Gurian
Stuart and Lucy Williams
Tiffany L. Williams
Peggy Willingham
Jason and Sarah Wine
Kelly and Alan Wittman
Nicole and Eric Wong
Dave and Sherine Woodey
Sharon Woo-Tzeng and Tony Tzeng
Kim and John Wyman
Sherry Zeiler and Joe White
Michiko and Todd Ziegler
Kristina and David Zimmer
Robi and Eric Zocher

Corporate, Gov’t & Foundation
Expedia, Inc.
4Culture
Alaska Airlines
Amazon Smile Foundation
Avalon Bay
Bader Martin
Bellevue Rotary Foundation
BNSF Foundation
Boeing Company
Bungie, Inc.
Capstone Partners
City of Bellevue
City of Kent
Clark Nuber, PS
Coughlin Porter Lundeen
Dupar Foundation
Eide Construction
Express Construction
Factoria Pediatric Dentistry
Foster Realty
Foushee & Associates Co., Inc.
Gates Foundation
GLY Construction, Inc.
Google Matching Gifts Program

Hasbro, Inc.
Heritage Bank
Jones Lang LaSalle
JTM Construction
Kaye Smith
Kemper Development
Key Bank
Lincoln Property Company
Microsoft
National Living Laboratory
Ogden Murphy Wallace, P.L.L.C.
Parker Smith Feek
Precor
Prime Electric
Puget Sound Energy
Republic Services
Seattle Foundation
Sterling Realty Organization
Suttell, Hammer & White
Symetra Financial
The Commerce Bank of  

Washington
The Estate of Fred W. Aberle
The Portico Group
Uber Entertainment, Inc.
Umpqua Bank
Walmart
Williams Kastner
Wockner Foundation

In-Kind
425 Magazine
ACT Theatre
Alaska Airlines
All Covered Painting
Alpine Specialty Cleaning
American Dance Institute
ArtsWest Playhouse & Gallery
Barefoot Wine & Bubbly
Bellevue Arts Museum
Bellevue Botanical Garden Society
Big 5 Sporting Goods
Burgermaster
Caffe Ladro
Carmilia’s Boutique
Caspar BabyPants LLC
Chihuly Garden and Glass
Chinoise Cafe
Costco Wholesale
Dacels Jewelers & Gallery
El Gaucho Hospitality
EMP Museum
Expedia, Inc.
Ezell’s Famous Chicken
Fatburger
Frye Art Museum
Garage
Geaux Brewing
Gregg’s Cycles
Hale’s Ales Brewery & Pub
Hard Rock Cafe Seattle
Heavy Restaurant Group
Hilton Whistler Resort & Spa
Hothouse Spa & Sauna
Hyatt Regency Bellevue
Jill Im
iPic Entertainment
Ivar’s and Kid Valley Restuarants
Jet City Improv
Jubilee Farms
Julia’s Restaurants
Karate West
Kemper Development
King County Council
Kirkland Performance Center

L’Ecole No. 41
Todd Lozier
Lucky Strike Lanes & Power Play
Lunchbox Labratory
Macrina Bakery & Cafe
Matthews Winery
Mercer Island Martial Arts
Merrill Images
Pete Miller
Don Morgan
Museum of Flight
Nintendo of America Inc.
Nordic Heritage Museum
Northwest African American  

Museum
Northwest Outdoor Center
Northwest Railway Museum
Tim O’Hara
Oola Distillery
Pacific Science Center
Paint Away
Paint the Town
Paolo’s Italian Restaurant
Patterson Cellars
Peddler Brewing
Penelope & The Beauty Bar
Rain City Fencing Center
Red Lion Hotels
Redhook Ale Brewery
Remlinger Farms
RyanWenzel Events
Sail Sand Point
Seattle Children’s Theatre
Seattle Holiday Lights
Seattle Mariners
Seattle Met
Seattle Musical Theatre
Seattle Seahawks
Seattle Shakespeare Company
Seattle Sounders FC
Silver Reef Hotel Casino Spa
Sound Experience
South Point Hotel, Casino & Spa
Space Needle
Sponge School
Stottle Winery
Studio East
Sugar Mountain
Tacoma Rainiers Professional  

Baseball
Tamarack Cellars
Ten Mercer
The 5th Avenue Theatre
The Better State Crew - State Farm
The Cheesecake Factory
The Comedy Underground
The Fairmont Olympic Hotel
The Pacific Jazz Institute
The Woodhouse Wine Estates
Triplehorn Brewing Co.
Truce Spa
Tutta Bella Neapolitan Pizzeria
Veraci Pizza
Village Theatre
Wabi-Sabi Sushi Bar & Restaurant
Wild Waves Theme Park
Wing Luke Museum
Wizards of the Coast
Woodland Park Zoo
Zippy’s Giant Burgers

Thank You 2015 Annual Fund Supporters!

Individual Donors
Anonymous Donor
Alicia and Adam Abdelhamed
Trevor and Kendra Abernethy
Jason and Heather Ackermann
Erika Adams and Jim Baer
Bouchra Agour
Brian and Christine Albrecht
Gillian Allen and Nick Barratt
David and Cheri Anderson
Lars and Michal Anderson
Traci and Brooke Anderson
Carly Andrew
Rebecca and Kenneth Andrew
Tanya Andrews
Andy Augustin and Cathy  

Ettienne-Augustin
Mike and Robyn Austin
Candi Avery and Warren Hull
Brian and Shannon Bailey
Claudia Balducci and Jim Harja
Patrick and Sunni Bannon
Andy and Jean Barlass
Gaeia Bartles
Eric and Natalie Bartlett
Cassandra Bass
Kamlesh and Shiv Batra
Suzanne and Bruce Baugh
Nick and Amy Baxter
Christopher Bean
Ted and Megan Bearor
Becky Beers
Nathan Benjamin
Gloria and Eric Bensussen
Donna and David Berger
Melissa Berger and Jamie Bonnett
Bob and Keiko Berry
Putter and Paul Bert
Justin Bird
Jill and Chris Birkeland
Kristen Bishop and Chris Deugau
Christopher Bixby
Ben Blankenship
Gary and Susan Blattenbauer
Jennifer Blevins
Anna and Josh Bock
Zuzana and Peter Bodik
Katie and Matt Boehm
Ann and Rodney Boehm
Jennifer Boesenberg
Jeff and Jill Borgida
Galina Borodyansky
Blaise and Rachele Bouchand
Brenda Bown
Alicia Brillantes
Kersten and Andrew Brinkworth
Mike and Cathy Broberg
Tim and Beth Brockway
Emi and Michael Brown
Kathy Brown
Kimberly and Stuart Brown
Matt and Michele Brown-Ruegg
Bryan and Natasha Burgin
Doug and Kay Burke
Catherine Burns
Victoria Burwell and Carl Zytowski
Steve Bush and Christine Chang
Therese and Nate Bushnell
Colin and Malisa Cagney
Devon Campbell
Gentry and Joshua Campbell
Bruce and Sherry Carbary
Eric and Susan Carlson
Clyde and Maralaina Carpenter
Steve and Yukie Carrigan
Margaret and Boris Castellanos

Tony Chalfant
Darren and Michelle Challey
Michael and Amanda Chan
Ellen Chang and David Cho
Jennifer and Raymond Chen
Lydia Chen and Heung Chai
Katherine Cheng
Teddy and Katie Choi
Shuing-Jeh and Melissa Chow
Pai-Ling Chu
Grace Chu
Charles Clegern
Benjamin Cline
Juli and Geoff Coburn
Ben and Mia Coffman
Greg Collins
Judy and William Courshon
Karen Coval
Allison CraigSundine
Mark and Debbie Crisler
Eric Cumley
Amy Curren
Nick and Cassie Curry
Michelle and Kevin Damour
Sarah Daniels and Rod Fleck
Carolee Danz
Yurina and Mark Debenport
Kathy and Don DeCaprio
Gail and Pat DeGiulio
Dean and Deb Deshetler
Erika Dowd and Douglas Lanman
Margot DuBey-Keany and Travis 

Keany
Darlene and Chris Ducey
Bonnie Duncan
Kara and Brett Durbin
Manda and John Ederer
Denise and Frank Edgar
Alyssa and Michael Edwards
Lee Ann Edwards
Ben Eggertsen
Jonathan Eisler and Jessica 

Ferranti
Dennis and Katisha Eng
Christine and John Enslein
John Evans
Emily and Dominic Ferrari
Toni Fields
Jennifer and Kurt Fischer
Kent Fisher and Barbra Richardson
Krystyna and Luke Fisher
Krystyna Fisher
Matt and Melissa Fitch
Lisa and Damon Ford
Alan Forney
Barbara and George Forsman
Andrea Fraga and Santos  

Cardenas
Drea Fraga
Scott Freeborn
Joshua Frendendall
Tom and Shannon Froslan
Nicole Frymier
Elizabeth and Tod Fukutomi
Alan Fulp
Rupa and Rudy Gadre
Daniel and Anna Garcia
Brian and Aubrey Gardner
Daniela Garvue
Cindy and Chris Gayte
Melissa Giddens
Tom and Nancy Gilchrist
Catherine Godfrey and Martin 

Taillefer
Joe Gowan and Stephanie Roupe
Kristin Graham and Michael Dolgin

Tim and Patty Gramley
Stacy Graven and Ken Johnsen
Sari Graven and John Jex
Ron Gregush and Erica  

Brandling-Bennett
Sherry Grindeland
Jennifer Groves
Brent and Genevieve Guinn
Cathy and David Habib
Cyrus Habib
Kathy Haggart
Chris and Jodi Hallum
Jul Ham
Karen and Isaac Hammer
Shuqing Han and Jiping Wang
Michael and Christine Harder
Brad Hardwood
Laura  Harlos
Chris and Crystal Harrison
Melissa and Eric Harwood
Lisa and Todd Haugen
Rena Haveson
Andrea Hawkins-Daarud and 

Justin Daarud
Sandy and Pat Hayes
Amy Hedin
Josh and Alexis Hedrick
Jenn and Robert Heintz
Jessie Heneghan
Greg and Olivia Hermann
Kerry and Brad Hill
Stephanie and Mack Hinson
Jack Hodgson
Richard E. Holloway
Sarah and Dave Holmes
Natalie and John Hovanec
Ashley Howard and Brian Neville
Elizabeth and Felix Huang
Mike and Rachel Hubbard
Fergus and Lindsay Hudson
Jabeen Hussain and Kalaikko 

Elango
Winifred and Peter Hussey
James and Laura Hutchinson
Troy Hyatt
Rogelio Ibave
Jill and Edward Im
Kathleen Isdith and Richard  

Anderson
Shauna and Matt Iseri
John and Madoka Ito
Jeff and Lisa Iwata
Nicole and Sean Jackson
Ross Jacobson
Amanda and Simon Jaeger
Kurt Jensen
M. John Way
Naoka Jones
Mohammad Kaddoura
Michael Kang
Maria and Rob Kaplan
CoreyAnn and Muhammad Khan
Andy Kim
Stacey Kinch and Chris Tanaka
Dale and Nancy King
Shelbe and Chauntae Kukowski
Roshin Lal Ramesan
Molly and Eric Lambright
Karen and Jonathan Langman
Sarah and Todd Langton
Michael Larson
Jane Lauckner and Sean  

Lyndersay
Ellen and Geoff Lawson
Ashley and Lance Leasure
Juhee Lee and Dongil Kim

Stephen Leff and Becca Fraser
Janet Levinger and Will Poole
Meghan and Jeffers Lewison
Andy and Chelsea Lientz
Erik and Sachi Lindquist
Stuart Linscott
Allie Longenecker
Corey and Brad Lovering
Todd and Judy Lunde
Ann Lundquist
Kristen and Sean Lundquist
Paul and Spouse Lwali
Celeste and Jon Lykken
Justin Lyon
Sarah and Chance Lyon
Sarah Mader-Dohmke and  

Thomas Dohmke
Barbara and Chuck Maduell
Djordje and Jovanka Mandaric
Rachel and Aric Manion
Tim and Jessica Manthey
Claire Marks and Benno Rice
Marcie Maxwell
Charles and Jan Mayes
Miyoko McConnell
Monica McCool
Bill and Diane McDonald
Kristy and Redmond McDonough
Marisa McKelvey and Matt Skirvin
Laura Medleau
Beth and Kevin Meidinger
Lisa and John Merrill
Pete and Kelli Miller
Todd and Megan Miller
Josh and Lori Miskar
Brad Miyake
Nido and Justin Monwai
Joan Morse
Amy and Keith Mukhar
Tracy and Marc Munson
David and Sandy Murphy
Bryan Myrick
Connie and Jason Nap
Nicole and Paul Nash
Jens and Stephanie Nedrud
Robert and Julie Neiley
Robin and David Nelson
Wendy New and Chip Malin
Robert Nicklos
Judy and Jim Nielsen
Michiko Niwa
Mari and Yusuke Noda
Denise and Steve Novosel
Sarah and Eric Oeltjen
Tim and Karyn O’Hara
Laura O’Hara and Rick Gustafson
Peter and Celia Okane
Martin O’Leary and Naomi Ebira
Melody Olson
Crystal Ondo and Edward Wenger
Vicki Orrico
Sara and Kevin Oshikawa-Clay
Casey and Christy Otley
Tim and Amy Owens
Jesse and Colleen Pacem
Hwa and Michael Park
Stephanie Parry and Warren 

Johnson
Cindy and Jasmin Patry
Will and Raeann Patton
Erik and Teresa Paulson
Lucy and Jarrett Payne
Melissa Pearce and Howard Behr
Garo and Jen Pehlivanian
Amy and Cameron Pelly
Kevin and Tiffany Perry



Andy Barlass 
Bob Berry 
Christopher Bixby 
Gary Blattenbauer 
Alyssa Edwards 
Tom Gilchrist 
Kristin Graham 
Stacy Graven 
Mike Hubbard 
Jim Hutchinson 
Jill Im 
Ross Jacobson 
Janet Kelly 
Dale King 
Sarah Langton 
Lisa Merrill 
*Pete Miller 
Todd Miller 
Tim O’Hara 
Casey Otley 
*Moya Skillman 
Adam Snyder 
Greg Vaughan

*Co-chairs

Board of Trustees

KidsQuest Marketing & Development Staff

Shelley Saunders, Director of Advancement 
Katie Boehm, Annual Fund & Events Manager 
Cassie Ronish, Marketing Manager 
Madeline Read, Marketing & Development Coordinator 
Christopher Bean, Grants Coordinator


