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AGENDA 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 

ZOOM MEETING 

March 10, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – February 10, 2021 

 

3. 9-1-1 

 

4. Public comments (comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

 

5. HPD Report 

A. Report on Homeless Concerns in the Kingwood Area 

 

6. Crime Stats 

 

7. HFD Report 

 

8. Fire Stats 

 

9. Council Member Martin’s Office 

 

10. Precinct 4 

 

11. Super Neighborhood Council  

 

12. PIP 

 

13. Financial Report 

 

14. Old Business/New Business 

 

15. Adjournment 

 

Notice:  If you cannot attend the Public Safety Meeting.  Please have another Representative of 

your village attend the meeting. 
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KINGWOOD SERVICE ASSOCIATION
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

February 10, 2020
ZOOM MEETING MINUTES

Call to Order
Marshall Settegast called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. The committee members present were as
listed:

Marshall Settegast Mills Branch Village
Denise Krieger Bear Branch Village
Dee Price Sand Creek
Debbie Blevins Hunters Ridge
Brian Danneman Elm Grove
Ray Rhodes Kings Point
Paul Touchstone Kingwood Place
Rusty Lincoln Reserve at Kings Point
Fred McCarty Royal Shores
Eric Vogl Barrington
Ken Weinrich Woodspring Forest

Others in attendance: Ethel McCormick and Maryalice with Kingwood Association Management-KSA.
David Schnepp, Mills Branch Village, HPD Sgt. Schmidt, HPD Commander Howard, and Bruce Olson
with the Tribune. Other attendees are listed on the sign-in sheet attached to the minutes of record.

Approval of minutes
The meeting minutes of January 13, 2021 were distributed. Eric Vogl moved to approve the minutes. Dee
Price seconded the motion. The motion passed.

911
No report

Public Comments
None

HPD Report
The HPD report was in the committee member’s packet. Sgt. Schmidt gave a detailed report on the Crime
Stats. Marshall Settegast asked about the change on the report from 12 cases of Arson, which was reported
earlier, to one case. By the time of the meeting the stats had changed to one instance.

Crime Stats
The January 2021 crime stats were distributed to the committee for review. In January, there were 6
aggravated assaults, 1 arson incident, 21 auto thefts, 15 BMV’s, 16 burglaries, 14 criminal mischiefs, 2
fraud, 0 murder/manslaughters, 3 robberies, 1 sex offense, 2 sexual assaults, 20 thefts, and 12 TMV’s. All
present were again reminded of the importance of reporting crime, regardless of the severity.

HFD Report
Assistant Houston Fire Chief Michael Mire was not in attendance but had provided the current fire stats
that were made available to the committee in their packets.



2

Mayor Pro Tem Dave Martin’s Office
There were no updates from Council Member Martin’s office.

As always, please make sure to report any complaints to 3-1-1 by calling 713-837-0311 and following up
with Dave Martin’s office at 832-393-3008 or by emailing District E at districte@houstontx.gov.

Precinct 4
Kennedy Purser provided the following report.

Harris County Precinct 4 Commissioner R. Jack Cagle is committed to providing older adults with
special services through the Precinct 4 Encore.

Upon hearing that many of our constituents are having difficulty signing up their local, elderly, and
eligible parents for vaccinations, Commissioner Cagle has assigned our HCP4 Encore Department to
field calls and assist seniors or their loved ones through the process.

The HCP4 Encore staff is available as a resource that aims to offer more information on the vaccination
registration process. They are available by phone from 8am to 5pm, Monday through Friday at 713-274-
4050.

The Encore staff CAN:
 Help older adults get on the waitlist to receive a vaccine
 Assist loved ones and caregivers on the registration process
 Provide one on one assistance on vaccine resources and options

The Encore staff CANNOT:
 Offer medical advice
 Circumvent the registration process established by Harris County
 Tell people where they are on the waitlist or when they will be contacted

Super Neighborhood Council
Dee Price reported that the Lake Houston Redevelopment Authority (LHRA) is moving forward on the
North Park Drive Overpass Project. The 90% plans have been received by LHRA and are under review.
KSA has received and is reviewing the 90% landscape plans. LHRA anticipates going out for bids by
mid-year. The plans for the improvements for two intersections in Kingwood are 75% to 80% complete.
LHRA is waiting on City approval of the Certificate of Necessity. The City of Houston is installing a
sidewalk along Mills Branch Drive. Spring semester at Lone Star College is underway.

The next SNC meeting will be on February 17, 2021 via zoom.

PIP
The PIP Meetings are available through Zoom and are held on the third Tuesday of the month at 7 P.M.

Financial
The Public Safety financials were available to the committee in their packets. Ethel McCormick stated
that there were no expenditures and that Public Safety is under budget by $1,671.

Old Business/New Business
None
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Adjournment
After all business was conducted, Brian Danneman made a motion to adjourn at 7:26 P.M. Dee Price
seconded the motion. The motion passed.

The minutes were taken by:
Maryalice, Kingwood Association Management-KSA



Type of Crime Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Totals

2021 - Total

Aggravated Assault 6 7 13

Aggravated Sexual Assault 0

Arson 1 1

Auto Theft 21 9 30

BMV 15 13 28

Burglary 16 10 26

Criminal Mischief 14 10 24

Embezzlement 0

Fraud 2 1 3

Murder/Manslaughter 0

Prostitution & Commercialized Vice 1 1

Rape 0

Robbery 3 4 7

Sex Offenses 2 2

Sexual Assault 2 1 3

Theft 20 20 40

TMV 12 15 27

Totals 114 91 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 205

2020 - Total

Aggravated Assault 8 10 10 8 4 5 10 11 8 8 9 11 102

Aggravated Sexual Assault 0

Arson 1 1

Auto Theft 12 11 11 18 16 17 19 14 12 20 13 16 179

BMV 35 29 22 29 34 39 20 41 41 38 37 22 387

Burglary 19 15 19 17 15 14 13 15 15 10 18 17 187

Criminal Mischief 12 20 11 19 12 10 25 8 21 15 21 17 191

Embezzlement 0

Fraud 3 4 3 1 1 4 2 3 4 25

Murder/Manslaughter 1 1 2

Prostitution & Commercialized Vice 1 1

Rape 0

Robbery 3 5 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 8 29

Sex Offenses 1 2 2 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 1 16

Sexual Assault 1 1 2 1 1 6

Theft 23 25 30 31 27 26 28 35 29 48 36 38 376

TMV 3 2 3 1 5 6 9 32 12 8 9 15 105

Totals 119 124 108 131 119 122 126 161 147 151 150 149 1607

2019 - Total

Aggravated Assault 5 12 4 10 14 7 6 3 6 9 1 3 80

Aggravated Sexual Assault 0

Arson 1 1 1 1 4

Auto Theft 12 7 11 10 19 10 10 15 10 15 17 13 149

BMV 33 21 31 33 44 34 44 20 23 21 29 31 364

Burglary 23 17 29 23 16 16 27 16 25 15 14 13 234

Criminal Mischief 19 27 12 11 20 19 15 15 12 16 15 11 192

Embezzlement 1 1

Fraud 3 1 2 1 3 5 1 2 2 5 1 1 27

Murder/Manslaughter 1 1

Prostitution & Commercialized Vice 1 1

Rape 0

Robbery 3 2 2 1 1 3 1 6 2 2 3 3 29

Sex Offenses 1 2 1 1 4 3 3 1 16

Sexual Assault 1 2 1 1 1 1 7

Theft 37 31 18 32 32 31 24 21 29 30 25 25 335

TMV 0 1 1 3 2 5 4 0 5 2 3 2 28

Totals 136 122 112 126 154 131 138 98 119 117 111 104 1468

Kingwood Crime Statistics - Number of Incidents



Homeless Concerns in the Kingwood Area

It is understood that there are questions and concerns relating to homelessness. There is a
misunderstanding relating to the homeless population and the community. This is the
reason why the Kingwood Division scheduled Sergeant Espinoza from the Homeless
Outreach Team (HOT) as the January 2021 guest speaker. During that meeting Sergeant
Espinoza spoke for approximately 1.5 hours on everything related to HPD’s interaction
and response to the homeless community.

As you are aware, there is a plethora of information that was covered during that meeting.
There is not enough time in the meeting to restate what Sergeant Espinoza covered in the
meeting. I will provide some highlights of the meeting.

 Being homeless is not a crime. Many citizens have been adversely affected by
COVID-19

 Treatment and assistance to the homeless is available. This is completely voluntary
and cannot be forced on anyone

 There is mental health and substance abuse nexus associated with the homeless
population

It is difficult to gauge the amount of individuals suffering from mental health issues. This
is due to the amount of individuals that either do not seek treatment or are unable to seek
treatment. The National Institute of Health conducted a study. The findings of the study,
“found that approximately 6% of Americans are severely mentally ill, compared to the 20-
25% of the homeless population that suffers from severe mental illness. Furthermore, 45%
of the homeless population shows history of mental illness diagnoses.” (Kim, 2017).

Homeless Actions

The homeless population in Kingwood is no more dangerous than any other person. At
the end of the day a homeless person is a person. They do not attribute additional violent
crimes that another person might. The homeless community is approachable but often
keep to themselves. A vast majority of the homeless have gone through significant
attempts to remain separated in the woods/forest. Will a homeless person randomly attack
someone unprovoked? It is possible, but it is possible for a regular citizen to do the same
thing. Are there any reports of a homeless person attacking anyone? The simple answer is
no. There are no reported incidents of this occurring. The same thing regarding robbery
or any other violent crime.

Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) and Enforcement.

The Houston Police Department Homeless Outreach Team (HOT) is a unit inside the
Mental Health Division. The HOT is currently staffed with one sergeant, six HPD officers,
and Harris Center for Mental Health case managers. In addition to HOT, the HPD
Differential Response Team (DRT) enforces municipal ordinances. The enforcement of
municipal ordinances facilitates cleaning up a homeless encampment. There are multiple



moving parts regarding cleaning up a homeless encampment. Officers need the assistance
of business/property owners to remove/clean-up an encampment.

How does a business/property owner assist HPD? They assist by maintaining up-to-date
Trespass Affidavits. Why does HPD need an up-to-date Trespass Affidavit? The Harris
County District Attorney’s office wants this on-file to prosecute for Criminal Trespass.
This document also gives the officer’s authority to act on their behalf. Without the effective
consent of the business/property owner Officers are unable to remove the individual.

Rumors

There have been multiple complaints to the Kingwood DRT office regarding homelessness
in the Kingwood area. I strongly encourage citizens to contact HPD when an issue occurs.
We have experienced, on numerous occasions, where citizens do not inform HPD about an
issue. The citizens have conversations amongst themselves and rarely include HPD. This
causes several issues. The first issue is that there may not be an issue but merely the
perception of an issue. This occurs due to gossiping about a situation and not knowing all
the facts.

As an example of something inflating is during this past winter storm. I received a text
message that was circulating throughout the Kingwood communities. Fear sets in and
people begin spreading false information. People were circulating a picture message. The
message stated, “I just got this text from a friend – Just got word from Police Sargent in
Kingwood – water plant by East End park just blew and they are shutting off the water. Fill
your bathtubs now!”

I personally looked into this rumor. I drove to the East End water plant. Council Member
Dave Martin had just arrived at the location to investigate the same issue. We arrived and
found the plant was working as designed. Here is what happened for that incident. Earlier
in the day, around noon, a valve was leaking. Maintenance was performed on the valve and
relieved the pressure. The valve was fixed and placed back in working condition. There
was no information spread by any HPD Sergeants or supervisors. Approximately six hours
later that picture message began circulating like wildfire. The Kingwood Station began
experiencing numerous phone calls about the issue.

Council member Dave Martin and I published accurate information in an attempt to stop
the rumors. If HPD had been initially approached about the concern, the rumor would have
been put to rest and not spread to cause fear. With that being stated, it appears we are
experiencing the same issue pertaining to the homeless population. In the January PIP
meeting, Sergeant Espinoza explained how Houston receives new homeless people. There
are several cities that find it is easier and cost effective to bus homeless population from
their city to another.



Busing

Houston has received several homeless people by means of the bus. People arrive
downtown by a bus. They have nowhere to go and remain homeless downtown. The city
of Houston does not have a policy of busing people out of the city. There is no busing
system that transports homeless people into the Kingwood area. Metro has one Park-and-
Ride location off of W Lake Houston Pkwy. It should be noted that the Metro facility is
enforced by the Metro Police Department.

Metrics

The Metro Police Department and Houston Police Department do not share incident reports
or statistics. As you know the Kingwood DRT unit provides monthly crime statistics. We
obtain the statistics from our reporting database. We read through every reported Part I
incidents. We have not found any reports within the last nine months involving a homeless
suspect. There is no known data that we have that shows if a homeless person is responsible
for a specific crime. Since there is no way to track this information, I do not know what
percentage of the crime they may/may not be responsible.

It is not possible to track the percentage of crime in correlation to the homeless population.
Although I am unable to provide a specific number I can emphatically state that this number
is extremely low. Based on the reports, it appears they would be responsible for less than
0.01% of the Part I Crimes. I have checked with the Kingwood Division Priority
Investigative Unit. They conduct follow-up investigations on crimes committed in the
Kingwood area. The PIU does not have any current cases involving a homeless person.
They are also unaware of any previous cases involving a homeless person.

Homeless Population

Another question that may be asked is the amount of homeless population. The actual
number of homeless population is unknown. There are several variables that affect the
population. This includes people coming and leaving the Kingwood area. Another reason
is there is no census done for the homeless population. We have encountered several
individuals within the homeless community. As mentioned earlier, people have
encountered hard times since COVID-19. We investigated a homeless complaint. Our
investigation led to the discovery of a couple. The couple both worked as a waiter and
waitress. They fell on hard times and could no longer afford their rent/mortgage. They were
still employed and saving money to improve their housing situation.

HPD offered to provide shelter and assistance to the couple. The couple declined assistance
because it meant they would be separated at the shelter and likely unable to find each other
again. It should be noted that being homeless is not a crime and assistance is only voluntary.
There have been other instances where a citizen reported a homeless person. HPD
investigated the report and found the homeless person was a few miles into the woods. It
was extremely difficult in locating the individual.



We have identified homeless individuals but they are not placed into or tracked into any
database. There is a database for when someone is given a warning for trespassing. The
database is for personal identifiers such as name, date of birth, or Texas Driver License
number, but not for being homeless.

Lawsuits

There have been past lawsuits over enforcement towards the homeless population. In
Tammy Kohr Et Al v. City of Houston, “The ACLU of Texas filed a lawsuit on behalf of
three homeless Houstonian plaintiffs adversely affected by the city’s camping and
panhandling ordinances. Taken together, these ordinances illegally deprive homeless
Houstonians of shelter, infringe on their right to free speech and ultimately constitute a
criminalization of homelessness itself. Shortly after this lawsuit was filed, the court entered
a temporary restraining order to stop the city from ticketing or arresting unsheltered
homeless people for using tents. Even after the court lifted the order, the city has
maintained an internal order instructing police officers not to enforce the camping ban”
(Tammy Kohr et al v. City of Houston, 2017).

In August 2019 the ACLU withdrew participation from the case. For this reason there is a
procedure and process that HPD Officers follow. This is the reason why the Kingwood
DRT officers work with business owners in maintaining up to date Trespass Affidavits on
file. We strive to be transparent with incidents involving the community and public safety.
We ask that we are included in future conversations from community members if there is
uncertainty.

Conclusion

In conclusion the Kingwood DRT/Community Service unit is available to assist the
community. We strive to provide open communication and are available to schedule further
discussion if needed. Although this document contains several key points for homelessness
it will not cover everything. If there is additional question or concern, please contact our
office to schedule a meeting. I will discuss highlights of this document and January 2021
PIP meeting at the upcoming Public Safety Meeting.

Sincerely,

Jesse Morales
Kingwood Division DRT/Community Service Officer
Houston Police Department
Office: 832-395-1819
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• Mobility Improvements 
➢ North Park Drive – Phase 1:  LHRA is continuing to review the 90% complete plans. These plans have also 

been sent to the City of Houston, TxDOT, and Union Pacific Railroad for their review. A zoom meeting is 
being scheduled to discuss the 90% complete landscape plans. 

• TIRZ boundaries have been expanded to add the Taylor Gully easement and the Perry Homes properties in 
Montgomery County. 

• Harris County and City of Houston have purchased the Perry Homes Woodridge Village development.   
Current plans are for the City of Houston to build a wastewater treatment plant on the northern portion. 
Harris County Flood Control District will use the southern portion to build a regional floodwater detention 
center. The latter should alleviate flooding problems adjacent to the development as well as other areas 
farther downstream on Taylor Gully.  Information taken from Reduceflooding.com. See website for additional 
information. 

• The City of Houston has completed the dredging approved for the East Fork of the San Jacinto River. The City 
is continuing its current dredging project and working to establish long-term dredging maintenance. 

• The City of Houston is continuing its project to remove dangerous trees from the median of the major 
Kingwood roadways.  It has finished its work on West Lake Houston Parkway between Kingwood Drive and 
North Park Drive.  The next area for the project is Kingwood Drive between Woodland Hills and West Lake 
Houston Parkway. 

• SNC did not meet in January.  The next SNC meeting will be on February 17, 2021 via Zoom. 



Annual

Current Fiscal Fiscal Fiscal YTD Budget

Period YTD YTD Budget Annual Remaining /

Actual Actual Budget Variance Budget (Overspent)

Public Safety Expenditures:

Public Safety Information 0$ 0$ 136$ (136)$ 817$ 817$

Meeting Security 0 0 538 (538) 3,228 3,228

Equipment Maint & Repairs 0 0 1,000 (1,000) 6,000 6,000

Shattered Dreams Program 0 0 833 (833) 5,000 5,000

Misc Programs 0 0 833 (833) 5,000 5,000

Total Public Safety 0 0 3,340 (3,340) 20,045 20,045

Kingwood Service Association, Inc.

Income Statement Detail:  Public Safety

For the 2 Months Ended 02/28/21

These statements are not compiled, reviewed or audited by a CPA.

Printed by BH on 03/05/21 at 6:45 PM 1
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