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Four Examples of Figurative LLbanguage

Personiﬁcation

A figure of '

: figure of speech in which
characteristics are given
object.

human
0 an animal or an

Ex : My
ample: My teddy bear gave me a hug
A - B _

Simile

A simile uses the words “like” or “as” to
compare one object or idea with another to

suggest they are alike.
Example: busy as a bee
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Literal VS. Figurative

Students in Mr. Bigley's language artclasses
(working in small, collaborative groups)
sfudied excerpfs from the novel Maniac

Magee by derry Spinelli containing figurafive

language.

By analyzing their assigned quofe within the
confextof The novel, sfudents defermined whal
fype of figuradfive language was being used 1o

evoke emolion.

Working Together, students created a visual
representdfion of their quofe and designed a
stafement To explain The liferal meaning of
Their excerpl.



"“ONI THE WAY BACK HOME,
THEY WERE ON'BOARD: WHEN
THE P'AND W HAD! IT'S
FAMOUS CRASH, WHEN THE
MOTORMAN WAS DRUNK AND
TOOK THE HIGH TRESTILE
OVER THESCHUYEKTEIE RIVER
Al SDXTTY MILES AN HOUR,
ANDI THE WHOLE KABOODLE
TOOK A SWANI DIVE INTIO! THE
WATER'*

PicColLLAGE



Jerry Spinelli uses personification
in chapter | of Maniac Magee by
“On the way back home they
were on board when the P & W
had its famous crash, when the
motorman was drunk and took the
high trestie over the Schuylkill
River at sixty miles an hour, and
the whole kaboodle took a swan
dive into the water.” The literal
meaning of this quote is the
trolley train went head first into
the water.
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Jerry Spinelli uses
simile in chapter 2
of Maniac Magee.
The literal meaning
of this quoteis,
Maniac’s shoes soles
are flapping like a
dog’s tongue when
he jogs because his
shoes are worn out.
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Jerny Spinelli wses metaphor in
chapter 5 of Maniac Magee by
everglady loses their baselall
airplanes and one way
F insterwalds backyard so they
do not want te get their stuff out
o the bachyard







Jerry Spinelli uses simile
in chapter 3 of Maniac
Magee by saying "He and
Amanda and the suitcase
were like a rock in a
stream."” The literal
meaning of this quote is
he and Amanda and the
sultcase were stopping in
the middle of a crowd
causing the crowd to go
around them.




"To am @Hﬂﬁd@ﬂ‘; 1t wouldmn't
sound all that special. But to
th@ ears of a Pickwell kid, it
as magic. Somehow it had
ﬂ]ity to ship through
the s]hulsh of five o'clock

o]

noises to reach its targets

PicColLLAGE



Jerry Spinelli uses
personificationin
chapter 6 of Maniac
Magee hy giving human
gualities to a whistle.
The literal meaning of
this quote is that there
mother's whistie is a

dinner call for the
children to come eat.
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stpuw%m
Maniac Magee by saying
that Jebn McNab was a
170 pounds. The litoral

that the authon s
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Jevwy Spinelli uses
metaphor v chapter 10
of Maniac Magee by
compadng faciab
expuessions of a
fuuman gloe to stone.
this quote is the kid
was very angty.




"THE CHIN
JUTTED OUT
MORE. TELL ME
I'M -BAD.- FLIES
oTOPPED

BUZZING.



Jerry Spinelli uses hyperbole
in chapter 10 of Maniac
Magee by exaggerating that
the all the flies stopped
buzzing when Maniac stood
up to Mars Bars. The literal
meaning of this quote is that
everyone stopped and lootied
at Maniac Magee stand up to
Mars Bars because no-one
would ever dare to do that.



"Amanda took the
tonn page from
Maniac. To her, it
was the broken WH[PQ
of a bird, a p@ﬁ out in
the rain."

PicColLLAGE




Jeviy Spinelli wses
metaphor in chapter 11 of
Maniac Magee by
comparing a birds broken
wing te a vpped page in a
of this quote (s a page
wad vpped out of her
faverite bosk and she was
sad.
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Jerry, Spinelli uses
simile in chapter 16
of’ Mavniac Magee by,
comparing (Maniac
o a squirrel The
{eral meaning of’
this quote is that
(Manic (Magee can
run very, fast






MS' ol uses
simile in chapler 20 of
Maniac N @g,
Kok teon neat of
Bhonall meaning, of this






Jerry Spinelli uses
personification in chapter
20 of Maniac Magee by
giving Cobbles Knot
human like qualities. The
[iteral meaning of this
quote 1s Maniac Magee
was patient and looked on
the bright side when
trying to untie the Rnot.
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Jerry Spinelli uses
personification in
chapter 26 of Maniac
Magee by giving lrees
human like qualities.
The literal meaning of
this quote is the trees are
changing colora and it is
changing seasons.
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"vowels were Something
else. he ddn% like
and didn't likke him.
Hhere were five of
Hhem, but Seemed
1o be everywnere."

PicColLLAGE
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Jerry, Spinelli uses
simile in chapter 29 of
Maniac Magee by
comparing a faucet to
Maniac's and Greyson
S nose with there
oeing nothing to wipe
it. The literal meaning
of’ this quote is that
their noses were
running like crazy, with
no tissues around.
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derry Spinelli uses
personification in
chapter &1 of [Tlaniac
[Magee by qiving
Christmas human like
qualities. The literal
meaning of this quofe
is Christmas was
about to beqin and
gveryone would be

happy.




