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Four Examples of Figurative Language



Students in Mr. Bigley’s language art classes 

(working in small, collaborative groups) 

studied excerpts from the novel Maniac 

Magee by Jerry Spinelli containing figurative 

language.  

By analyzing their assigned quote within the 

context of the novel, students determined what 

type of figurative language was being used to 

evoke emotion.

Working together, students created a visual 

representation of their quote and designed a 

statement to explain the literal meaning of 

their excerpt.

Literal VS. Figurative





Jerry Spinelli uses personification 
in chapter 1 of Maniac Magee by 

“On the way back home they 
were on board when the P & W 
had its famous crash, when the 

motorman was drunk and took the 
high trestle over the Schuylkill 
River at sixty miles an hour, and 
the whole kaboodle took a swan 
dive into the water.” The literal 

meaning of this quote is the 
trolley train went head first into 

the water. 





Jerry Spinelli uses 

simile in chapter 2 

of Maniac Magee.  

The literal meaning 

of this quote is, 

Maniac’s shoes soles 

are flapping like a 

dog’s tongue when 

he jogs because his 

shoes are worn out.





Jerry Spinelli uses metaphor in 
chapter 5 of Maniac Magee by 

turning the  Finsterwalds 
backyard into a graveyard.  The 
literal meaning of this quote is 
everybody loses their baseballs 
footballs, tennis balls, model 

airplanes and one way 
boomerangs in his backyard.  

They all are afraid of 
Finsterwalds backyard so they 

do not want to get their stuff out 
of the backyard.





Jerry Spinelli uses simile 
in chapter 3 of Maniac 

Magee by saying "He and 
Amanda and the suitcase 

were like a rock in a 
stream." The literal 

meaning of this quote is 
he and Amanda and the 

suitcase were stopping in 
the middle of a crowd 

causing the crowd to go 
around them.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
personification in 

chapter 6 of Maniac 
Magee by giving human 

qualities to a whistle.  
The literal meaning of 
this quote is that there 

mother’s whistle is a 
dinner call for the 

children to come eat.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
metaphor in chapter 7 of 
Maniac Magee by saying 
that John McNab was a 
giant and weighed over 
170 pounds.  The literal 
meaning of this quote is 

that the author is 
explaining how McNab is 

really big, tall, and 
overweight.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
metaphor in chapter 10 
of Maniac Magee by 

comparing facial 
expressions of a 

human glare to stone.  
The literal meaning of 
this quote is the kid 
was very angry.





Jerry Spinelli uses hyperbole 
in chapter 10 of Maniac 

Magee by exaggerating that 
the all the flies stopped 

buzzing when Maniac stood 
up to Mars Bars.  The literal 
meaning of this quote is that 
everyone stopped and looked 
at Maniac Magee stand up to 

Mars Bars because no one 
would ever dare to do that.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
metaphor in chapter  11 of 

Maniac Magee by 
comparing a birds broken 
wing to a ripped page in a 
book.  The literal meaning 

of this quote is a page 
was ripped out of her 

favorite book and she was 
sad.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
simile in chapter 15 

of Maniac Magee by 
comparing Maniac 
to a squirrel.  The 
literal meaning of 
this quote is that 
Manic Magee can 

run very fast.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
simile in chapter 20 of 

Maniac Magee by 
comparing Cobbles 
Knot to a nest of 

yellowjackets.  The 
literal meaning of this 
quote is Cobbles Knot 
is very hard to untie.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
personification in chapter 
20 of Maniac Magee by 

giving Cobbles Knot 
human like qualities.  The 

literal meaning of this 
quote is Maniac Magee 

was patient and looked on 
the bright side when 

trying to untie the knot.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
personification in 

chapter 26 of Maniac 
Magee by giving trees 
human like qualities.  
The literal meaning of 

this quote is the trees are 
changing colors and it is 

changing seasons. 





Jerry Spinelli uses 
personification in chapter 
27 of Maniac Magee by 

saying that vowels do not 
like him.  The literal 

meaning of this quote is  
that Grayson is having 
trouble reading because 
vowels make different 

sounds.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
simile in chapter 29 of 

Maniac Magee by 
comparing a faucet to 
Maniac’s and Greyson’

s nose with there 
being nothing to wipe 
it.  The literal meaning 
of this quote is that 
their noses were 

running like crazy with 
no tissues around.





Jerry Spinelli uses 
personification in 

chapter 31 of Maniac 
Magee by giving 

Christmas human like 
qualities.  The literal 
meaning of this quote 

is Christmas was 
about to begin and 
everyone would be 

happy.


