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Mountaineers started gathering 
at the Mountain Park 
Campground a little past noon on 
a cloudy Friday afternoon. The 
weather prognosticators were 
predicting rain most of the 
weekend. When most came up on 
Friday, it was raining and hailing 
in town but was sunny up the 
canyon.  Fires were built and 
camp was set up by dinner time.  

A good 
time was 
had around the campfires that 
night.

Saturday morning came too 
early for some.  Those that did 
not camp started to arrive from 
town. We drove up to the Kelly 
Flats Trailhead where we met 
Forest Ranger Steve who was our 
adult supervision for the day. 

Mountain - Ears
Special Note

Saturday, June 18th --- 
This will be our make 
up work detail that we 
missed last month.  The 
Seven Mile trail is 
closed because of water 
issues which is what we 
will be working on 
t o g e t t h e t r a i l 
opened. Bring gloves 
and boots if you can.  
We wil l leave 
from the trail 
h e a d ( a b o v e 
R u s t i c ) 
promptly at 
10:00 am.

May Campout and Cleanup
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Shovels, polaskis and trash 
bags were passed out and we 
were on our way.  The first stop 
was for Ranger Steve to give a 
water bar 101 training class to 
the first timers.  Jake and his 
hand picked crew broke off to 
check out Heart Attack Hill 
while the rest of us played leap 
frog up the bypass picking up 
trash and cleaning the silted 
water bars.

Not too far into the trail, 
Darwin had to pull off the road 
to fix a broken u-joint.  By the 
time Darwin had gotten the tools 
out, three Mountaineers were 
already under the Jeep removing 
the drive shaft.  It didn’t take 
long to replace the shaft and 
Darwin was back on the trail.  
On up the trail we met up with 
Jakes crew and continued 
through the private land just in 
time to have lunch at the 
“chutes”. 

With a large cheering section, 
Mike C. (with Ranger Steve 
riding shotgun) was the first one 
to christen the chutes this year. 

Hmmm, Lenora has never ridden 
through the chutes, maybe 
because she always rode with 
Craig.  Mikes tires were to slick 
to make the conventional route 
so he tried the tall rocks on his 
right.  With much finesse he 
made it only to be high centered 
on a big rock.  Jake tried the 
same (more difficult) route with 
the same results but still got hung 
up on the same rock that Mike 
did.  About four others came up 
the more conventional route and 
the big rock gave them trouble 
also.  We saved the best for last.  
Newer club member, Scott Riley, 
got to bouncing around on the 
rocks and took out the big side 
glass and a tail light on his 
Blazer.  When Scott got to the 
Squeeze section he broke the 
other tail light.

On up the trail we got to last 
falls repair.  For the most part it 
held up well except for the last 
uphill section.  It was slick and 
after a few vehicles went over it, 
you could see water coming 
down our tracks.  Just a little 
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further and we came across a 
downed tree that would have 
shredded the top of any vehicle.  
Jeff M. made short work of the 
tree with his chain saw.  We also 
saw a big widow maker hanging 
over the trail which we couldn’t 
get to and thought the better part 
of valor was to let the Forest 
Service take care of it.  At the 
end of the trail, Steve told us 
that he couldn’t open it because 
of the widow maker and the 
muddy hill.  It will probably be 
opened when things dry out.

Back at camp preparations 
were being made for the 
evenings “end of the world 
party” around the campfire.  
Darwin was looking for his lost 
hearing aid which he thought he 
lost while changing the drive 
shaft.  We had a hard day on the 
trail and it was time to mix a 
toddy and burn some meat.

Sunday morning we awoke to 
a sunny day but had high winds.  
When Lenora showed up, she 
told us that they had to cancel 
the Seven Mile trail work 

because of Forest Service rules.  
The winds were over 20 mph, 
gusting to 40 mph (Remember 
our beetle kill training at the last 
meeting).  Lenora let 10 of us go 
back up Kelly to look for 
Darwin’s lost hearing aid.  After 
about 20 minutes of crawling 
through the high grass and going 
cross-eyed, guest Daniel N. 
found it.  We had to break camp 
early and head to town, the fun 
was over, but the Mountaineer 
f a m i l y m a d e m a n y g o o d 
memories of this weekend.

El Guapo

32

Dan attacked it several
times with no luck. Finally
someone on the CB asked if
Dan had lockers as only one
tire on each end was
spinning. He stopped,
opened the hood and fixed
the problem. Even with the
lockers working, he had to
still hit it hard several more
times before topping the
obstacle. We all made
valiant attempts and then
had to accept a strap from
Dan to make the climb. Of
the ten in our group, only
two made it without
assistance, both vehicles
were built by Mr. Venrick
(the second one was driven
by Dan's brother, Josh).
There was a lot of hoot'n &
hollern'g as each one of us
took our turn. None was
more exciting than Bob &
Michelle Opdyke in their
Toy truck.

Bob got it bouncing so hard
that it jumped sideways into
a tree which shattered
Michelle's passenger
window. After he was
strapped up, Bob hit the
skinny peddle and nailed a
big tree, the only problem
was that he kept the peddle
to the metal and climbed
that tree six or seven feet
before he let off the gas. He
got so far up the tree
vertically that most of us
thought he would go over
backwards. Luckily, the
only damage to his truck
besides the window was
dirty seat covers. It just
wasn't your day if your
name was Bob and you
drove a Toyota on this trip.
Bob Paul was doing his best
on the obstacle when his FJ-
40 (Pull Toy) lurched
sideways and wound up in a
precarious

position in the middle of
the challenge. Dan had to
strap him to safety.
We encountered a few
more rock shelves on up
the trail, but they were all
doable, A few had to back
up and take another line to
get through in a couple of
spots. On Fireman's Hill
we got into the clouds and
at the top we stopped for
lunch. This spot normally
has a great view but we had
to take Dan's word for it
because of the cloud cover.
The trip down the hill was
slow because of three
vehicles in front of us had
to stop and look everything
over before proceeding.
We did encounter two or
three steep sidlings that had
a definite pucker factor
along the way. Our trip
planners had gotten us on a

fun trail that the Mountaineer
family really enjoyed.

El Guapo

Don has a few videos on his
YouTube channel:
http://youtu.be/Q0Hh5uMrCNY
http://youtu.be/8OIaTY5BASU

Pictures from Moab 2011
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June Trip
Sunday, June 19th --- We will be cleaning up the trash on our 

adopt-a-trail, Moody Hill.  Normally we have lunch and play at the 
quartz quarry and then go up Crystal Mountain.  This may be the last 
chance to go up Crystal unless a compromise can be reached with the 

State Land Trust Board.  We will leave from the North College 
Albertsons parking lot promptly at 9:00 am and pick up the 

Masonville contingent at approximately 9:30 am.

Please See the Special Note on the first page about our make-up 
clean-up trip on Saturday, June 18th.
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Hot Wheels or Match Box Racing
It is time to dust off and service your Match Box or Hot Wheels 4 X 
4 racers.  Dan and Tara Venrick built a true 4WD course that includes 
snow, water crossings, rocks and trees. Some of the racers will not 
complete the course because of a roll over or crashing into a tree.  
You will get to choose your own starting point at the top of the 
course and gravity will do the rest.  There will be two racers at a time 
down the course and which ever one makes it to the bottom or the 
farthest on the course will be declared the winner and move on to the 
next bracket.

Rules 

Stock Class:  Racers must be 1/64th scale or smaller
                       Racers must be a recognizable replica of a 4WD 
vehicle.
                       Racers may not be altered except for axle lubricant
 
Modified Class:  Weight is no object.
                            Racers must originally have been 1/64th scale.
                            Racers must be a recognizable 4WD vehicle.
                            The only means of propulsion is gravity.
                            The top of the tire cannot be higher than the 
       vehicles roof.

Dan Venrick is the official Judge and his word is final 
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Jun. 6

May 18

7:30pm
Jul. 11 7:30pm

Jun. 15 7:30pm
7:30pm

May 21&22 9:00am

Board Meeting:

Membership Meeting:

Club Trip:

Dan Venrick

Kelly Flats Campground

Lory Golly
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins

May Newsletter

T he fol low ing businesses give Mountaineer M embers special discounts on parts
or specific services. In other words, they save us money... and we are grateful.

4X4 Used P arts / 4X4 O ff Road
938 W est W illox La ne, F t. C ollin s

970-224-1133 www.4x4usedpar ts.com

N APA Auto Parts Ft. Coll ins
316 S. Link Ln .

F t. C ollins, C olora do

CarQ uest Auto Parts
2716 South C olle ge Avenue

Ft. C ollins, C olorado 970-226-5050

Bullhide Liner 4X4 & Auto Ac cessorie s

5817 South C ollege Ave.
Ft. C ollins, C olorado 970-224-2288

Always A Deal Inc.

C om puter S ervice s
John stown, C olorado 970-310-7 547

w ww.A lwa ysaDe al. in fo

Moab 4x4 Outpost
1831 S Hwy 191

M oab, Uta h 435-259 -0911

Hors epower Auto Brokers
14 09 E. Olive Ct. Unit E , Ft. Collins

970-482-2579 ww w.h or sepowerauto.com

CDR Communications, LLC

Cabling Done Right
C all Don M aresh @ 970-556-7276

don-c dr@live.com
www.ca blingdone right.com

RockStomper
P .O. Box 724

F irestone, Colora do 303-833-1431

Fry’s Auto Care
210 C om m erce Dr.

Ft. C ollins 970-310-7195

Well ington Toy Storage
400 0 W ashin gton Ave. W ellin gton,

C olora do 970-498-2111
www .we llin gtontoystorage .c om

May 2011
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Karlen Mueller Att ie Burch Jeff Mueller

M&L Golly

8 9 BOARD MEETING
Dave Piller Moab

10 11 12 13 14

Bill Marquardt

15 16 17 18 CLUB MEETING 19 20 21 CLUB TRIP

Corinne Surface

22 CLUB TRIP 23 24 25 26 27 28

C&A DeWitt
B&H Crue L&S Vlcek

Shane Payton Tonya Mercer

G&A Kinnison
29 30 31

Ben Crue

June 2011
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

J&L Paben

5 6 BOARD MEETING
Dan Venrick

7 8 9 10 11

Dave Surface Nicole Riley

S&S Payton D&C Surface

Linda Castell

12 13 14 15 CL UB MEETING 16 17 18

Jake Schrader

G&S Kapperman D&B Klein

Aaron Paben Dan Venrick

19 CLUB TRIP 20 21 22 23 24 25

Chris topher McCurry
Heidi Kemp
Ryan Castell

Brianna Opdyke

B&J Paul

Amy Kemp

26 27 28 29 30

Candice Paben Garrett Mercer
Laurie Paben

Hannah Eddy

Board Meeting:

Membership Meeting:

Club Trip:     Make-up

Lory Golly 
Darren Finger 
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins 
Knights of Columbus, 121 N. Meldrum, Ft. Collins 
Seven Mile Trail Head
North Albertsonʼs & Willox

Jul."   11"    7:30pm 
Aug."   8"    7:30pm 
Jun."   15      7:30pm 
Jul."   20"    7:30pm 
Jun.   18    10:00am 
Jun.   19      9:00am

CLUB TRIP
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