
LESSON PLAN 1 
 
Name: Linda Mathew         Grade: 2 
Topic: Contributions of Benjamin Franklin and his character traits 
 
MISSOURI GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
H.3.C.2  Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the 

nation (e.g., Eli Whitney, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright 
brothers, Marie Curie, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, 
Amelia Earhart, Rosa Parks, Sacajawea, etc.).  

 
PC.1.E.2  Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who 

influenced progress in the nation.  
TS.7.D.2 Share research about a topic.  
 
LESSON OUTCOMES 
Each student will identify the character traits of Benjamin Franklin and research about his contributions.  
 
LESSON SUMMARY 
After reading ‘A Picture Book of Benjamin Franklin’ by David Adler students will fill up an organizer to list the 
contributions of Benjamin Franklin.  
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 
A Picture Book of Benjamin Franklin, document camera, Guess what Benjamin Franklin did organizer 
 
PROCEDURES 
Readiness (10 minutes): 
1. Teach the song “ Six simple words” and teach the meaning of character trait. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2IiVMl6keE 
2. Get the students attention by showing the picture of Benjamin Franklin on the board and giving them 

clues on whose picture is on the board.  
3. Listen to student’s ideas and decide on who that is. 
4. Bring the students attention to the board and start reading the book through the document camera.  

a. Ask question during the 2nd page, “How did the swim paddles help people to swim better?” 
b. Ask students to talk to a partner why Benjamin Franklin wrote under a different name? 
c. “How did his newspaper help the community?” 

5. Dismiss the students to their places.  
6. Explain to students that they are now going to talk about the contributions of Benjamin Franklin 

Focus (29 minutes): 
7. Pass the ‘Guess what Benjamin Franklin did’ organizer to the students. Ask them to do it by 

themselves.  
8. Inform the students they will talk about the organizer in their table. Give them 5 minutes to talk about 

it. 
9. Call each table to discuss how they figured out which contribution was matched.  
10. Ask students, “If Benjamin Franklin didn’t invent any of these how would our lives be different?” 
11. Listen to discussion and then ask, “What was the character traits needed for Franklin to invent all these 

things?”  
12. Make 3 stations with books and iPads and Laptops. There will be 2 iPads at the iPad station. Divide the 

class into 4 groups. Each group has to research more on the contributions of Benjamin Franklin in each 
station.   

13. Give the students a worksheet to write at least 3 inventions of Benjamin Franklin and which character 
trait helped him to do that. In that worksheet students must fill up how they can model that character 
trait in classroom or home 



 
 
Closure (10 minutes): 
14. Ask students to return the worksheets and look at the board. Show the pictures of the inventors they are 

going to learn in the next classes.  
15. Inform the students that the essential question we are going to think about is “What does it mean to act 

as a responsible citizen in our community and nation?” 
 16.        Sing the “ Six simple words” song and dismiss. 
ASSESSMENT: 
Check organizer to see how the character trait was matched to the contribution that helped the progress of the 
nation. Assess how they applied it to real life.  
 
 
DIFFERENTIATION: 
I will call the students who are lower level readers to my table and read both the organizers for them. I will also 
assign them with grade level readers to help at the books station.  
I will also pair up students who are good at technology with the students who are not familiar with technology 
while they are moving to the stations with iPads and computers.  
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
Document Camera 
 
 
SOURCE: Linda Mathew 
 
Reference:  
The Benjamin Franklin Tercentenary. (n.d.). Retrieved December 9, 2015, from http://www.benfranklin300.org/ 
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LESSON PLAN 2 
 
Name: Linda Mathew        Grade: 2 

Topic: Research the contributions of Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony, Marie Curie and Amelia Earhart.  

 
MISSOURI GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
H.3.C.2  Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the 

nation (e.g., Eli Whitney, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright 
brothers, Marie Curie, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, 
Amelia Earhart, Rosa Parks, Sacajawea, etc.).  

 
PC.1.E.2  Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who 

influenced progress in the nation.  
TS.7.D.2 Share research about a topic.  
 
LESSON OUTCOMES 
Students will be divided into groups and research about the character traits and contributions of Rosa Parks, 
Susan B. Anthony, Marie Curie and Amelia Earhart.   
 
LESSON SUMMARY 
Students will understand the time period when women didn’t have equal rights and they will see a power point 
with the newspaper articles of Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony, Marie Curie and Amelia Earhart. They will 
research about them and present it to class.  
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 
Powerpoint, History detective template, iPad 
 
PROCEDURES 
Readiness (10 minutes): 
 
1. Start the class by a discussion on the essential question “What does it mean to act as a responsible citizen in 

our community and nation?” 
2. I would also ask, “Who is a citizen?” and talk about women’s rights. Show the class the brain pop video on 

women’s rights: https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/womenssuffrage/ 
3. Have a discussion on the new information they learned from the video.  
4. Inform the students the purpose for today’s lesson is to learn about important women in history.  
 
Focus (30 minutes): 
5. Pass out a History detective template to every student. 
6. Show the Power point with newspaper articles on Rosa Parks, Susan B. Anthony, Marie Curie and Amelia 

Earhart and tell the students to note down the questions silently on the template.  
7. If any students say they didn’t have any questions ask them ‘What did you feel when you read the 

newspaper articles?’  (DIFFERENTIATION) 
8. Have a discussion on the questions they had without giving away much information. 
9. Talk about the character trait that made them important.  
10. Divide the class into 4 groups and assign each group each person to research. 
11. Give books and each iPad for each group to research about of each of figure. Each group will assign a 

speaker. The speaker will present the research and how each group member contributed to the research.  
12. Ask students to note down the questions they had and add more if needed.  
13. Inform the essential question with what you will assess while they present. When they present they will 

answer what was the character trait they had for their contribution?  
14. Pass out the check-list to each group. Inform they will be assessed on answering these questions.  
 

https://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/womenssuffrage/


Closure (10 minutes) 
15. While researching informally assess if all group members are involved in research and staying on task.  
16. Ask the groups to stay together and present the character.  

 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
While presenting assess if they answered all items in the checklist. Assess if they used their resources and 
individual templates. 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
Active board, iPad 
 
SOURCE: Linda Mathew 
 
 
Reference: 

• History Detective Report. (2013). Retrieved from http://whattheteacherwants.blogspot.com/2011/06/history-
detective-report.html 

 
Resources: 
CHECK LIST 

• ANSWER ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What was the character trait they had for their 
contribution?  

• What was the main contribution?  
• How did that help us now?  
• How did your teammates do?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LESSON PLAN 3 
 
Name: Linda Mathew        Grade: 2 
Topic: Research the contributions of Charles Drew, 
Alexander Graham Bell, Eli Whitney and Henry Ford.  
 
MISSOURI GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
H.3.C.2  Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the 

nation (e.g., Eli Whitney, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright 
brothers, Marie Curie, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, 
Amelia Earhart, Rosa Parks, Sacajawea, etc.).  

 
PC.1.E.2  Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who 

influenced progress in the nation.  
TS.7.D.2 Share research about a topic.  
 
LESSON OUTCOMES. 
Each student will research about major pioneers and present it to the class with emphasizing their character.  
LESSON SUMMARY 
Students learn about Thomas Alva Edison and as a group they research about a pioneer.  
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 
Newspaper template, iPad, A Picture Book of Thomas Alva Edison,  
PROCEDURES 
Readiness (10 minutes):  

1. Ask the students to come to the rug and sit quietly. Plug in one light in the middle of the class and 
inform the students the other lights are going to be turned off. Ask a student to turn off the other lights 
in the room. 

2. Ask the students to think about time when light bulbs weren’t invented. Introduce Thomas Alva Edison.  
Focus (30 minutes) 

3. Ask the students to listen and put everything away and read the book ‘A Picture Book of Thomas Alva 
Edison’ by David Adler.  

4. Model on how to fill up the Newspaper on Thomas Alva Edison. From the book discuss what were the 
important points and write down the important information of Thomas Edison.  

5. Remind students the group work they did the day before and get the students into their groups. Show the 
pictures of Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, Eli Whitney and Henry Ford. Introduce them in 2 
sentences.  

6. Each group has to assign a different speaker and they will make a Newspaper template about each of the 
figures.  

7. Inform the student they need to follow the checklist of items in their Newsletter. Introduce the checklist. 
Give books and iPad to every group.  

8. Ask students to research and make the template. Informally assess as they are researching.  
Closure (10 minutes) 

9. Remind the essential question. “What does it mean to act as a responsible citizen in our community and 
nation?”  

10. Students will present their research.  
11. Collect the Newspapers and inform the students the final assessment for the unit will be to make a hall 

of fame where other grades will come and hear about each character.  
12. Inform the groups for the final day hall of fame and assign each pair a pioneer/inventor. The hall of 

fame will have Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright brothers, Marie Curie, Helen 
Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, Amelia Earhart, Sacajawea. 

 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
While presenting assess if they answered all items in the checklist. Assess if they used their resources and 



individual templates.  
 

 
TECHNOLOGY: 
 Active board, iPad 
 
Source: Linda Mathew 
 
Reference: 

• Read all about me. (2014). Retrieved from http://printables.scholastic.com/shop/prcontent/Read-All-
About-Me-Fill-in-Poster/9780439152914-001 

 
CHECK LIST 

• What was the main invention/contribution?  
• How did that help us now?  
• ANSWER ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What was the character trait they had for their 

contribution?  
• How did your teammates do?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

LESSON PLAN 4 
 
 
Name: Linda Mathew        Grade: 2 

Topic: Research the contributions of the 
important figures the students have decided.  
 
MISSOURI GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
H.3.C.2  Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the 

nation (e.g., Eli Whitney, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright 
brothers, Marie Curie, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, 
Amelia Earhart, Rosa Parks, Sacajawea, etc.).  

 
PC.1.E.2  Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who 

influenced progress in the nation.  
TS.7.D.2 Share research about a topic.  
 
LESSON OUTCOMES. 
Students will learn what qualifies to be in a hall of fame. They will research more about the inventor/pioneer 
they present.  
 
LESSON SUMMARY 
After having a mini lesson on hall of fame students will present the reasons the inventor/pioneer they present 
deserve to be in the hall of fame.  
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 
iPad, books, It’s showtime Organizer,  
 
PROCEDURES 
Readiness (10 minutes):  

1. Bring the students to the rug. Sing the Six simple words song. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2IiVMl6keE 

2. Start the class by showing the picture of the baseball Hall of fame. Ask students to predict what this is.  
3. Introduce students to the video ‘This is the Hall of Fame’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCfFe5_kqig  
4. Have a discussion on the traits they needed to be on the hall of fame. 

Focus 
5. Inform for the students they are going to create their own hall of fame for the 1st grade class to show 

them who where the people we learned about and why we should learn about them. 
6. Establish criteria for their Hall of Fame. To stimulate discussion, suggest that they frame questions such 

as the following that can be asked about each candidate:  
• Did he/she affect other people's lives in a positive way? 
• Which character trait did he/she possess?  
• Did his accomplishments change how people lived?  

7. Remind students of the group they had. Ask students to get together with their partner and give the final 
day organizer. 

8. Inform that students will take turns with presenting their historical figure. While one student will 
pretend to be the inventor the partner will explain about the inventor.  

9. Inform the students that will be their final assessment for this unit. Have a discussion on how to grade 
the final hall of fame. 

10. Present the rubric and explain each section with example. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zCfFe5_kqig


11. Give students time to work together. Walk around to give guidance.   
12. Give each group iPad along with the sites they can visit. Also give the students books.  
13. Give each group a ‘Take Home’ bag, which has books about their inventor/pioneer, ideas on how to 

make easy costumes and websites to learn more.  
Closure 

14. Ask students to come back to the rug and each group need to share how much they have planned and 
researched.  

15. Give each group a rubric to plan and research.   
 
 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
Gather the organizer and check their preparations and informally assess the preparations. 

 
Differentiation: 
For students who can’t use iPad provide books. Pair up lower level readers with a grade level reader.  
 
 
TECHNOLOGY: 

Active board, iPad 
 

SOURCE: Linda Mathew 
 
Reference: 

• Create a New Rubric. (n.d.). Retrieved December 9, 2015, from 
http://rubistar.4teachers.org/index.php?screen=NewRubric 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LESSON 5 

 

Name: Linda Mathew        Grade: 2 

Topic: Research the contributions of the  
important figures the students have decided.  
 
MISSOURI GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 
H.3.C.2  Describe the contributions of inventors or pioneers in their field who influenced progress in the 

nation (e.g., Eli Whitney, Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Ben Franklin, Albert Einstein, the Wright 
brothers, Marie Curie, Helen Keller, Susan B. Anthony, Charles Drew, Alexander Graham Bell, 
Amelia Earhart, Rosa Parks, Sacajawea, etc.).  

 
PC.1.E.2  Describe the character traits and civic attitudes of inventors or pioneers in their field who 

influenced progress in the nation.  
TS.7.D.2 Share research about a topic.  
 
LESSON OUTCOMES. 
Students will present the research about the inventor/pioneer in a hall of fame. 
 
LESSON SUMMARY 
After a brief meeting to talk about the rubric, expectations and questions students will present their hall of fame 
in class.  
 
MATERIALS/RESOURCES 
Organizer, Rubric 
 
PROCEDURES 
Readiness (10 minutes):  

1. Call the students to the rug and inform the time and which classes will arrive to see the hall of fame.  
2. Go through a list of behaviors students need to show the other classes. 
3. Go through the rubric again. Listen to students concerns and questions. Remind the class while they 

present they have to remember the essential question, “What does it mean to act as a responsible citizen 
in our community and nation?” 

 
Focus (30 minutes) 

4. Ask the students to take their places and start practicing with their organizers.  
5. Provide each group with a stop - watch and they need to present in 5 minutes to each group.  
6. Inform the students that the teacher will be walking around to assess.  
7. When classes start to come provide the helpful hints for the presenters.  
8. After the students seem to be at ease start assessing their presentation.  
9. Check how students are answering any doubts and provide accurate information 

 
Closure (5 minutes) 

10. After the last class is done ask the students to put their things away. 
11. Call the students to the rug and ask them “Why did we want others to know about all these people?” 

Conclude the class with a short discussion on good character traits. 
 
ASSESSMENT: 
While presenting listen to each student to see if they are giving accurate information. If unable to listen to 
each student get a teacher’s assistant to help assessing.  
 
 



 
 
Differentiation: 
For struggling students give the option of reading from their notes.  
 
TECHNOLOGY: 
 Active board, iPad 

 
SOURCE: Linda Mathew 
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