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1.0 PREAMBLE

1.1   Introduction

The Forms 1 to 4 Literature in English syllabus outlines 
areas to be covered in the learning of Literature in 
English. Literature is an ideological tool which is used to 
create self-awareness, inculcate the principle of inclu-
sivity and acceptable attitudes, values and habits. The 
Literature in English syllabus focuses on the literary qual-
ities of imaginative prose, poetry and drama from which 
Unhu/Ubuntu/Vumunhu (societal norms and values), 
identity and the prevailing ideological framework are 
promoted in the learner. It generates interest in literature 
in general and Zimbabwean literature in particular, so as 
to help learners acquire knowledge about themselves 
and their society as well as other societies. 

1.2   Rationale

The syllabus is intended to capture the experiences of 
Zimbabweans, Africans and other peoples of the world. It 
builds on the foundation laid at Infant and Junior Levels 
and also lays a broad foundation for Advanced Level 
Literature and imparts life-long skills of appreciating 
literature and literary works. It provides sound back-
ground knowledge for ‘A’ level literature. The syllabus 
promotes environmental and heritage awareness. 
The learners’ knowledge of literature enables them to 
tackle life situations with a critical eye, at the same time 
handle social relations humanely. The syllabus promotes 
enterprise skills through creative writing and audio-visual 
performances.

1.3   Summary of Content 

The Forms 1 to 4 Literature in English syllabus covers 
literature from Zimbabwe, Africa and the rest of the 
world.  The emphasis is on Zimbabwean literary heritage 
which is traceable in pre-colonial, colonial and 
post-colonial phases. The syllabus will encompass the 
study of drama, prose and poetry 

1.4  Assumption

It is assumed that the learners:
 

•	 are	able	to	read	and	express	themselves	in	
     English

•	 have	basic	exposure	to	the	different	genres	of	
literature , that is, drama, prose and poetry

•	 have	a	culture	to	which	they	can	relate	
•	 have	had	an	awareness	of	contemporary	issues	

such as HIV/AIDS, poverty, gender issues and 
corruption among others

•	 are	aware	of	the	local	literary	writers	and	their	
works

•	 appreciate	the	need	to	study	literature	

1.5  Cross - Cutting Themes

Through the teaching and learning of Literature in 
English in secondary education, the following 
cross-cutting themes should be taken into consideration:

•	 Children’s	rights	and	responsibilities
•	 Communication
•	 Gender	Equity
•	 Human	Rights
•	 Sexuality,	HIV	and	AIDS
•	 Child	Protection
•	 Heritage	
•	 Collaboration
•	 Enterprise	Skills
•	 Environmental	Issues
•	 Guidance	and	Counselling
•	 Life	Skills

2.0  PRESENTATION OF 
SYLLABUS
The Literature in English syllabus is a single document 
covering Forms 1- 4.

3.0 AIMS
The syllabus aims to:

3.1  develop skills of critical thinking in learners 
3.2  cultivate a culture of extensive reading for-

knowedge and enjoyment
3.3  instil in learners Zimbabwean values of Unhu/

Ubuntu/Vumunhu 
3.4  enhance patriotism and appreciation of national 

heritage 
3.5  develop in learners the knowledge and content of 

the different genres of literature
3.6  equip learners with skills necessary for teamwork, 

leadership and enterprise 
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3.7  promote creative writing skills for livelihood and 
economic development

4.0  SYLLABUS OBJECTIVES
It is expected that by the end of the four-year period of 
study, learners will be able to:

4.1       critically analyse different literary texts 
4.2 display an understanding of both literal and 
             metaphorical meanings of literary texts 
4.3 offer solutions to challenges raised in the 
             studied texts 
4.4 synthesise ideas and produce comprehensive 

arguments 
4.5 respond independently to literary works relat-

ing them to their own experiences 
4.6 demonstrate an enjoyment of the different 

genres of literature 
4.7 appreciate the Zimbabwean values of Unhu/

Ubuntu/Vumunhu
4.8 acknowledge and be proud of their identity as 

Zimbabweans 
4.9 create own literary works to make a living and 

create employment 
4.10 use literary skills to manage their own lives

 

5.0 METHODOLOGY AND TIME 
ALLOCATION
Interactive, multi-sensory and holistic approaches are 
recommended in the teaching of Literature in English.  
The use of the following suggested methods should meet 
the diverse needs of all learners:

•	 Research	
•	 Presentations	by	students	and	resource	persons	
•	 Discussion
•	 Debate
•	 Performance	and	Display
•	 Use	of	ICT	tools
•	 Drama	
•	 Role	play
•	 Song	and	dance
•	 Educational	tours
•	 Interviews	

5.1   Time Allocation

The learning area should be allocated 4 periods of 
at least 35 minutes per week. At least 1 educational 
tour and one performance and display per year are 
recommended.

6.0 TOPICS
•	 Introduction	to	literature
•	 Rationale	for	the	study	of	literature
•	 Genres	of	literature	
•	 Literary	elements
•	 Background	to	set	texts
•	 Setting
•	 Plots	and	sub-plots
•	 Themes
•	 Characterisation
•	 Literary	techniques
•	 Critical	appreciation
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9.0 ASSESSMENT

The	syllabus	scheme	of	assessment	is	based	on	the	principle	of	inclusivity.		Modifications	of	assessment	instruments	
must be visible in both continuous and summative forms to make them accessible to candidates with diverse needs.

Literature in English will be assessed using continuous and summative methods of assessment. Continuous assess-
ment will constitute 30% while summative assessment will constitute 70% of the total mark.

9.1 ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

Learners will be assessed on their ability to:

•	 demonstrate	knowledge	of	the	content	of	literary	texts
•	 display	an	understanding	of	both	the	surface	and	underlying	meaning	of	set	texts	
•	 assess	the	effectiveness	of	the	language	used	to	express	meaning	in	set	texts
•	 synthesise	ideas	and	produce	comprehensive	arguments
•	 produce	informed	critical	interpretations	of	literary	texts	showing	independent	opinions	and	judgement
•	 apply	skills	and	knowledge	acquired	in	their	study	to	create	their	own	literary	works

9.2 SCHEME OF ASSESSMENT

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

Level Assessment Tasks Frequency Weighting
Form 1 Written assignments 

Public Performance 
1 per term
Once per year

5%

Form 2 Written assignments 
Public Performance 
Project

1 per term
Once per year
1 per course

5%

Form 3 Written assignments 
Public Performance 

1 per term
Once per term

10%

Form 4 Written assignments 
Project

1 per term 
(term 1 and 2) 
1 per course

10%

Total 30%
The project can be any form of creative work such as poetry, drama, songs or prose
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT

PAPER MARK WEIGHTING DURATION
Paper 1 50 35% 1 hour 30 mins
Paper 2 50 35% 1 hour 30 mins
Total 100 70%
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Paper Description

Paper 1: Zimbabwean Literature 

This paper consists of:
•	 Poetry
•	 Drama
•	 Prose	
Six questions will be set from three texts. Candidates must answer two questions from at least two texts; one context 
based and one essay. 

Paper 2: World literature

The paper will be set on World Literature covering:
•	 African
•	 Caribbean
•	 African	American
•	 Russian
•	 Chinese
•	 French
•	 English	

The paper consists of eight questions set from four texts. Each text consists of one context based and an essay 
question. The paper consists of 2 sections:

•	 Section	A	:	African,	African	American,	Caribbean
•	 Section	B:	Russian,	Chinese,	French,	English

Candidates	must	answer	two	questions	one	from	each	section.	One	question	must	be	context	based	and	the	other	a	
structured essay.

9.3 SPECIFICATION GRID FOR PAPER 1 AND 2

Skill Weighting
Knowledge/Recall 20%
Comprehension and Application 60%
Analysis/Synthesis/Evaluation 20%
Total 100%
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ASSESSMENT MODEL

Assessment of learner performance in forms 1 -4 Literature in English
100%

Continuous Assessment
30%

Continuous Assessment
Mark = 30%

FINAL MARK
LITERATURE IN ENGLISH

100%

Examination
Mark = 70%

Writing Assignment
12 1/2%

Project
12 1/2%

Paper 1 35 % Paper 2 35 %Public Performance
5%

Summative Assessment
70%

Profile

Exit 
Profile








