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"A classic is something 
everybody wants to have read, 

but no one wants to read."
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Cliff Notes

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS
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Great Illustrated Classics

GREAT EXPECTATIONS
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Classics Illustrated

CRIME & PUNISHMENT
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“Classics cut to fit fifteen-minute radio shows, then cut again to fill a two-minute book column,
winding up at last as a ten- or twelve-line dictionary resume … [N]ow at least you can read all the
classics; keep up with your neighbours.“

“Give the people contests they win by remembering the words to more popular songs or the names
of state capitals or how much corn Iowa grew last year. Cram them full of non-combustible data,
chock them so damned full of ‘facts’ they feel stuffed, but absolutely ‘brilliant’ with information.“

Ray Bradbury

FAHRENHEIT 451
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A Long Novel A Short Poem

My Difficulty in 
Reading Does 

Not Discriminate 
Based on 
Quantity
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00:00 THE ROAD NOT TAKEN
ROBERT FROST

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference.
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00:00 THE ROAD NOT TAKEN
ROBERT FROST

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Thentooktheother,asjustasfair, 
Andhavingperhapsthebetterclaim, 
Becauseitwasgrassyandwantedwear; 
Thoughasforthatthepassingthere
Hadwornthemreallyaboutthesame, 

Andboththatmorningequallylay
Inleavesnostephadtroddenblack. 
Oh,Ikeptthefirstforanotherday! 
Yetknowinghowwayleadsontoway, 
IdoubtedifIshouldevercomeback. 

Ishallbetellingthiswithasigh
Somewhereagesandageshence: 
Tworoadsdivergedinawood,andI—
Itooktheonelesstraveled by, 
Andthathasmadeallthedifference.
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By Dana Dusbiber (6/13/2015)
I am a high school English teacher. I am not supposed to

dislike Shakespeare. But I do. And not only do I dislike
Shakespeare because of my own personal disinterest in reading
stories written in an early form of the English language that I
cannot always easily navigate, but also because there is a WORLD
of really exciting literature out there that better speaks to the
needs of my very ethnically-diverse and wonderfully curious
modern-day students.

I do not believe that I am “cheating” my students because we
do not read Shakespeare. I do not believe that a long-dead,
British guy is the only writer who can teach my students about
the human condition. I do not believe that not viewing “Romeo
and Juliet” or any other modern adaptation of a Shakespeare play
will make my students less able to go out into the world and
understand language or human behavior. Mostly, I do not believe
I should do something in the classroom just because it has
“always been done that way.”

I am sad that so many of my colleagues teach a canon that
some white people decided upon so long ago and do it without
question. I am sad that we don’t believe enough in ourselves as
professionals to challenge the way that it has “always been
done.” I am sad that we don’t reach beyond our own often
narrow beliefs about how young people become literate to
incorporate new research on how teenagers learn, and a belief
that our students should be excited about what they read — and
that may often mean that we need to find the time to let them
choose their own literature.

I was an English major. I am a voracious reader. I have enjoyed
reading some of the classics. And while I appreciate that many
people enjoy re-reading texts that they have read multiple times,
I enjoy reading a wide range of literature written by a wide range
of ethnically-diverse writers who tell stories about the human
experience as it is experienced today. Shakespeare lived in a
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pretty small world. It might now be appropriate for us to
acknowledge him as chronicler of life as he saw it 450 years ago
and leave it at that.

What I worry about is that as long as we continue to cling to
ONE (white) MAN’S view of life as he lived it so long ago, we
(perhaps unwittingly) promote the notion that other cultural
perspectives are less important. In the 25 years that I have been a
secondary teacher, I have heard countless times, from respected
teachers (mostly white), that they will ALWAYS teach
Shakespeare, because our students need Shakespeare and his
teachings on the human condition.

So I ask, why not teach the oral tradition out of Africa, which
includes an equally relevant commentary on human behavior?
Why not teach translations of early writings or oral storytelling
from Latin America or Southeast Asia other parts of the world?
Many, many of our students come from these languages and
traditions. Why do our students not deserve to study these
“other” literatures with equal time and value? And if time is the
issue in our classrooms, perhaps we no longer have the time to
study the Western canon that so many of us know and hold dear.

Here then, is my argument: If we only teach students of
color, as I have been fortunate to do my entire career, then it is
far past the time for us to dispense with our Eurocentric
presentation of the literary world. Conversely, if we only teach
white students, it is our imperative duty to open them up to a
world of diversity through literature that they may never
encounter anywhere else in their lives. I admit that this
proposal, that we leave Shakespeare out of the English
curriculum entirely, will offend many.

But if now isn’t the time to break some school rules and think
about how to bring literature of color to our student’s lives, when
will that time be?

Let’s let Shakespeare rest in peace, and start a new
discussion about middle and high school right-of-passage
reading and literature study.
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Robert Frost was a 
farmer and teacher 

while trying to make a 
literary career.

His literary career in 
America was stalled.

Frost needed "a fresh 
environment".

His choice was move 
to Vancouver or 

England, based on the 
flip of a coin.

"Heads" sent Frost and 
his wife across the 
Atlantic Ocean to 

England!

To pursuit his literary career, Frost gave up his farm and 
teaching position and moved to England.

ROBERT FROST: A BACKGROUND
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His poetic writings 
met with little interest 

from critics.

Edward Thomas was a 
noted critic who loved 

Frost's work.

Frost's work took off -
including "North of 
Boston" (Mending 
Wall), and the two 

became friends.

WWI was closing in, 
and Thomas was torn 
between "Join / Don't 
Join" the war effort.

Thomas was bothered 
Frost could choose 

"based on a coin flip" 
while he couldn't 

choose at all about 
WWI.

Frost met Edward Thomas, a critic who loved his work, and 
Frost's work took off.

A FORTUNATE REVIEW
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Thomas would invite 
Frost on walks to see 

"the wonder of 
nature".

Not all paths include 
"wonderous things".

Some walks resulted in 
"awe", while others 
not so much "awe".

Thomas wanted to see 
"awe" on every path.

Though paths were 
equal and results 
random, Thomas 

would regret his path 
when it yielded no 

results.

Thomas and Frost would take walks, but Thomas would regret 
the route chosen when it was unproductive.

REGRET
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Thomas was bothered 
Frost could choose 

"based on a coin flip" 
while he couldn't 

choose at all about 
WWI.

Though paths were 
equal and results 
random, Thomas 

would regret his path 
when it yielded no 

results.

Thomas' life was filled 
with indecision and 

regret.

Frost's life was filled 
with "Just Choose".

Frost wrote "THE 
ROAD NOT TAKEN" to 
mock Thomas' sense 

of "regret" and 
indecision.

Frost wrote "THE ROAD NOT TAKEN" to mock Thomas' sense 
of "regret" and indecision.

LITERARY MOCKING THE ROAD NOT TAKEN
ROBERT FROST

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 
And sorry I could not travel both 
And be one traveler, long I stood 
And looked down one as far as I could 
To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 
And having perhaps the better claim, 
Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 
Though as for that the passing there 
Had worn them really about the same, 

And both that morning equally lay 
In leaves no step had trodden black. 
Oh, I kept the first for another day! 
Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 
I doubted if I should ever come back. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
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LITTLE LOGIC BOOK
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What amount of information is 

“GOOD ENOUGH”?

The Logical QuickStart Book!
The goal: An incredible understanding of the book in 30 minutes. How? By creating a
logical flow to a story with enough detail a reader would:

- be able to put three of the books in their back pocket.
- get through the book in 20-30 minutes. Tops.
- have a great grasp of the story.
- want to run to the store and buy the actual book.
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TOO FEW
I don't understand 

anything.

TOO MUCH
I don't read 

anything

GOOD ENOUGH
I get "the Forest 
and the Trees".



This is a great start – but they’re still separate books here.  What are 
the general ideas permeating many books.  We’re now in a position to 

answer that question!
29
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Claudius needs a 
“GET ELECTED"

Strategy to become the 
next King.

The King of Denmark 
has died from a 

poisonous snake bite.

The likely successor to 
the Crown is HAMLET 

(the King's son).

CLAUDIUS (the King's 
younger brother) 

wants to be the next 
King of Denmark.

The King's successor is 
traditionally 

hereditary, though 
officially by election 

(of nobles).

The unexpected death of the King of Denmark 
leaves a void to be filled.

The Death of a Danish King
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The likely heir is my 
nephew Hamlet, who 
is in Germany at the 

University of 
Wittenburg.

I position myself to be 
elected King.

I befriend many of the 
nobles who will elect 

the next King.

I marry Gertrude, my 
brother's widow.

I'm elected the next 
King of Denmark.

MY GOAL

My 1st Tactic My 2nd Tactic

Claudius devises a strategy to become the next 
King of Denmark.

THE CLAUDIUS STRATEGY
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conflictKill Claudius Don't kill Claudius.

Be a good son. Be a good citizen.

Live a good life.

The Hamlet Dilemma

To Kill Or Not To Kill





1
What to Change?

2
What to Change

to?

3
How to Cause the 

Change?

TOC - CHANGE 
PARADIGM

My Understanding of the 
TOC-CHANGE PARADIGM



2
What to Change?

3
What to Change

to?

4
How to Cause the 

Change?

1
Why Change?

5
How to Create 

POOGI?

TOC - CHANGE 
PARADIGM

In Alan Barnard’s PhD Thesis
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In 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, man-ape's 

behavior is unchanged 
despite being able to 
kill near-by animals.

2001: A Space Odyssey

Montag answers "No" 
to Clarisse's question, 

"Are you happy?"

Fahrenheit-451



In 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, man-ape is 
content being thin, 

despite being shown 
how to hunt for good 

food.

Man-ape has a new 
future.

2001: A Space Odyssey



In 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, man-ape is 
content being thin, 

despite being shown 
how to hunt for good 

food.

Watching well fed and 
happy apes on the 
screen, man-ape 

becomes dissatisfied.

Man-ape has a new 
future.

2001: A Space Odyssey

“Moon-Watcher felt the first faint twinges of a

new and potent emotion. It was a vague and

diffuse sense of envy – of dissatisfaction with

his life.”

2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY
Arthur C. Clarke



In Fahrenheit, Montag 
is content being a 

fireman and burning 
books.

Montag becomes a 
“freedom fighter”.

Fahrenheit-451



In Fahrenheit, Montag 
is content being a 

fireman and burning 
books.

Clarisse asks Montag:
"Are you happy?"

Montag becomes a 
“freedom fighter”.

Fahrenheit-451

“He was not happy. He was not happy. He said

the words to himself. He recognized this as

the true state of affairs. He wore his happiness

like a mask and the girl had run off across the

lawn with the mask and there was no way

of going to knock on her door and ask for it

back.”

FAHRENHEIT-451
Ray Bradbury



In 2001: A Space 
Odyssey, man-ape's 

behavior is unchanged 
despite being able to 
kill near-by animals.

Man-ape has a new 
future.

2001: A Space Odyssey

In Fahrenheit, Montag 
is content being a 

fireman and burning 
books.

Montag answers "No" 
to Clarisse's question, 

"Are you happy?"

Montag becomes a 
“freedom fighter”.

Fahrenheit-451

“WHY CHANGE” 
becomes infinitely 

more important than 
“WHAT TO CHANGE”?

Watching well fed and 
happy apes on the 
screen, man-ape 

becomes dissatisfied.



SOME CLOSING THOUGHTS

WHAT ABOUT THE BOOK?
Having done all of this, I’m now in a position to read the book if I want to.  Sometimes I 
do, sometimes not.  When I do, I can – WITHOUT EXCEPTION – open the book anywhere 
and know immediately what is going on, and follow along.

INTERDISCIPLINARY …
Every idea in every story has the seeds of every discipline within it.  With the “Lay of the 

Land”, now they have a chance to grow.  But it’s up to you to do the farming!

STRUCTURE AND FREEDOM
Are not opposites – THEY FEED OFF ONE ANOTHER – IF GIVEN A CHANCE!
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The “Little Logic Book” Process
The World in the Palm of Your Hands

Michael Round
Center for autoSOCRATIC EXCELLENCE

www.autosocratic.com

www.littlelogicbooks.com
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