
 

Living with Dementia is  
Still Very Much about Living
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For more than fifty years, The  
Village of St. Edward has provided 
faith-based care for seniors as 
they progress through the latter 
stages of life. Dedicated to  
maintaining privacy, dignity and 
independence, The Village creates  
a true sense of belonging for  
each resident and provides  
compassionate support  
for families. 

Recognizing the special needs  
of residents with cognitive  
impairment, The Village of  
St. Edward Foundation is  
pleased to provide support for  
the new twenty-eight specialized  
Memory Care units on the Fairlawn 
campus. The addition, scheduled to 
open December 2016, was designed  
to provide a dedicated residential, 
therapeutic environment supporting 
residents with dementia. 

The living area has an open  
theme, promoting safe movement  
for residents. Generous natural 
lighting, pleasant music and limited 
background noise provide a  
positive environmental setting. 

Some residents come to The  
Village’s Memory Care from their 

homes, while others, like “Anne,”  
have transitioned from Assisted Living. 
“Anne” will benefit from a specialized 
care plan designed to help her continue 
to feel at home while providing her 
family with the assurance she is safe. 

Caring for residents with cognitive 
impairment requires specialized  
programming and staff training. The 
Village’s Memory Care service offering 
provides ongoing and intensive training 
for staff specifically to help residents 
meet their highest level of functioning. 

In keeping with Catholic values  
and commitment to the residents  
in The Village community, your support 
of The Village of St. Edward Foundation 
ensures no resident will ever be asked 
to leave or expected to find residence 
elsewhere if they outlive their funds. 
Interior spaces and several outdoor 
gardens are available for private naming 
opportunities. For a detailed description, 
please feel welcome to contact Vondea 
Sheaffer, Vice President of Development  
at (234) 466-0556.



Alzheimer’s disease is the most  

common form of dementia. The disease 

impacts daily living through memory  

loss and cognitive changes. And while  

not all memory loss is an indication of  

the disease, one in ten people over 

sixty-five and more than half of those 

over eighty-five have Alzheimer’s.

As dementia symptoms increase, fear, 

agitation and wandering often worsen 

late in the day and over time. While there 

is not yet a cure for Alzheimer’s, certain 

non-drug therapies can slow progression 

and reduce the impact of the disease.

Evidence has shown that Snoezelen 

(pronounced SNOO-zeh-lehn) multi-

sensory therapy, using light, sound, scents, 

and music to initiate sensual sensations, 

has a lasting, calming effect in reducing 

otherwise challenging behaviors. 

Indicative of The Village’s commitment to 

care and treatment, the Memory Care 

unit includes two Snoezelen rooms, one 

on each of the two floors. Each room 

contains a bubble tube, a panel of colorful 

lights and a variety of sensory items in a 

comfortable setting. Residents may have 

a short session with a staff member or 

may visit the room as they wish. 

I’m Still Here…Come Find Me

New Memory Care Provides  
High-Tech Sensory Therapy

In October, The Village of St. Edward 

welcomed Diana Waugh, RN, BSN, 

nationally-known speaker, consultant and 

author, to provide a day of professional 

development for nursing and memory 

care staff and evening seminar for 

community members. “I’m Still Here…

Come Find Me!” was sponsored in  

part by the Frank P. Kaufmann Fund for 

Memory Care Education and Advocacy.

In speaking to The Village staff,  

Ms. Waugh emphasized teachers don’t 

teach. Rather they create an environment 

where learners want to learn. She 

commended and encouraged care 

providers to continue to learn the unique 

needs of each resident. 

In her straightforward, yet humorous 

approach, Waugh encouraged families, 

friends and professionals to find ways to 

make life meaningful for the memory 

care resident. She acknowledged the 

frustration and sense of loss felt by all 

people confronting memory loss and 

provided better ways to communicate 

with suffering loved ones. “I was feeling 

lost in dealing with my father,” shared a 

daughter in attendance. “This gives me 

hope and better ways to communicate 

with him.” 

Waugh reiterated that, while it’s  

not always possible for us to “make 

everything better,” care givers hold the 

power to “make everything human.”

“this gives me hope”

Diana Waugh, RN, BSN

Comprehensive  
assessments are completed  
with families and residents  
prior to admission. These 
assessments enable us to  

create engaging and  
therapeutic activities to  
maintain and improve  
existing strengths and  

abilities of each resident.  
The directors, medical staff  

and designers have  
worked together to  

create a facility utilizing  
the best practices 
in dementia care.

Michelle Emerson, RN,  
Director of the Memory Care Unit



Here to Serve
New Staff Members Bring Strategic Skills

Michelle Emerson, RN, Director of the Memory Care Unit, has served in various roles  
including Charge Nurse and MDS nurse with The Village. With seventeen years of nursing 
experience, Michelle brings a personal passion and extensive previous experience of 
Alzheimer’s and dementia care. 

Michelle remembers visiting her grandmother in a beautiful facility but one that lacked 
interaction with residents and their families. She is committed to creating a highly 
interactive environment where residents feel at safe, happy and most of all, loved. 

Shawn McMahon, RN and Director of Quality Assurance, has extensive experience in  
post-acute and skilled nursing care.

Shawn uses and applies his experiences to quality service and performance improvement 
initiatives. As a collaborative and visionary leader, he and his team regularly confer with staff, 
families and physicians to ensure residents experience their optimal level of wellness. 

Vondea Sheaffer, Vice President of Development, works with individuals, corporations  
and foundations to provide philanthropic support for the people and programs of  
The Village of St. Edward.

She has worked as a development 
professional in the region serving 
at the Northeast Ohio Medical 
University (NEOMED), Akron 
Children’s Hospital and the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame. She earned a 
Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Akron, her Masters of Public 
Administration from Kent State 
University and serves on the board 
of the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals, Northeast Ohio chapter.

Each day, passionate and experienced leadership ensures residents can and will live their best life 
in an environment that fosters a true sense of belonging.

“ Community is first of all a quality of the heart. It 
grows from the spiritual knowledge that we are 
alive not for ourselves but for one another. ”

 – Henri J.M. Nouwen

Shawn McMahon, RN 

Michelle Emerson, RN

Vondea Sheaffer, VP



RING OF LOVE 
(GIFTS OF $10,000 AND GREATER)

Anonymous

RING OF FAITHFULNESS 
(GIFTS OF $5,000 - $9.999) 

Carolyn R. Hart

RING OF GENEROSITY 
(GIFTS OF $1,000 - $4,999) 

Mary Jo Chionchio

Elizabeth A. Bender, M.D. 
In honor of Donna Bender

Tim Bever 
In memory of Barbara S. Phillips

Sara Beis 
In memory of Buena M. Beis

Mr. and Mrs. John P. Stoner

RING OF KINDNESS 
(GIFTS OF $500 - $999) 

Carol Harpster Family 
In memory of Robert Detweiler

Mr. and Mrs. Byron L. Olson 
In memory of Ann Bezpiaty

Mr. and Mrs. Jack H. Shirey

RING OF PEACE 
(GIFTS OF $100 - $499) 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin N. Ackermann 
In memory of Anne Frambes

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas W. Armstrong 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Atlanta Police Department 
In memory of Melba Jackson

Mr. and Mrs. Victor A. Bochicchio 
In memory of Ann Bezpiaty

Margaret Anne Brosnan

Mr. and Mrs. Fredric P. Chopko 
In memory of Mary Kay Hudak

A.V. Ciraldo 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Lynn Daly 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Dangel

Rocco Di Lillo 
In memory of Urbino A. DiGiacomo

Dominican Sisters of Peace 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Nancy L. Edwards 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Electronic Warfare Associates 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Frank Finelli 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Kirk and Mary Ann Hanson 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hawley 
In memory of Anne Frambes

Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Houghton

Anne Kaufmann

Donna Z. Klettlinger 
In memory of Clara M. Zajaczkowski

Lisa M. Locke 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Richard Marsh 
In memory of Anne Frambes

Gene Nixon 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Linda Norwood 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. Byron L. Olson 
In memory of Ann Bezpiaty

Brian Orter 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Mr. and Mrs. Frank C. Perrotta, Sr. 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Melanie W. Petras 
In memory of Urbino DiGiacomo

Mr. and Mrs. David Schaeufele 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Terry Squire 
In memory of Urbino A. DiGiacomo

Vivian A. Stiffler 
In memory of Robert Detweiler

Mr. and Mrs. Byron Sturm

Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Thalman, Jr. 
In memory of Marge Laraway

The Second Monday Bridge Ladies

Mary Tricaso 
In memory of Urbino DiGiacomo

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Vicarel 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Michael Weiss 
In memory of Urbino A. DiGiacomo

RING OF JOY 
(GIFTS LESS THAN $100) 

Mr. and Mrs. Terrence J. Arth 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Phyllis Bassetti 
In memory of Anne Frambes

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Beekman 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Mary K. Booth 
In memory of Lucy Stoner 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Ramona M. Botzum 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Valerie Bushey 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Kathleen A. Byrnes 
In memory of Daniel Slivka

Cohen & Company, Ltd. 
In memory of Norma Fabre

Ronald B. Cohen 
In memory of Norma Fabre

Mr. and Mrs. Edward T. Connolly 
In memory of Catherine A. Leonhard

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Coon 
In memory of Norma Fabre

William Considine 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Helen Conway 
In memory of Mary Kay Hudak

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Dalton 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mary M. Deadman 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Detweiler 
In memory of Robert Detweiler

Geraldine C. Dewell 
In memory of John Dewell

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Dunlap

Lois Eckart 
In memory of John Dewell

Fairlawn Country Club 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Fulton 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Janet Gillig 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Judith L. Gonder 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Nancy Gupta 
In memory of Jeannine Mortier

Mr. and Mrs. James F. Hagey 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Mr. and Mrs. James Harlan 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Elizabeth J. Helmkamp 
In memory of Buena Beis 
In memory of Floyd Lee

We gratefully acknowledge those friends, families, corporations and foundations who contribute to the support of 
The Village of St. Edward Foundation. These gifts were made between January 1, 2015 and December 31, 2105.



Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Hicks 
In memory of Jeannine Mortier

Jeffrey Hicks 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. W. Lee Hicks 
In memory of Buena Beis

Mr. and Mrs. Ross R. Holden 
In memory of Mary Kathy Custer

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Hudock 
In memory of Mary Ellen Hudock

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. Iams 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Katanic 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Kender 
In memory of Clara Zajaczkowski

Denise Kepple 
In memory of Mary Ellen Hudock

Rodwell G. King 
In memory of Anne Frambes

Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kisak 
In memory of Lucy Stoner

Mr. and Mrs. Keith E. Knodt 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Susan M. Korosa 
In memory of Norma Fabre

Dan Krbec 
In memory of Urbino A. DiGiacomo

Mr. and Mrs. Timothy B. Lee 
In memory of Anne and Floyd Lee

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Leonhard 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Winifred A. Leonhard 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Nancy L. Mannion

Debra L. Manteghi 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Mackall 
In memory of Daniel Slivka

Nancy J. McCracken 
In memory of Robert Detweiler

Dawn M. McKinley 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Michele D. Mills 
In memory of Mary Kathy Custer

Mr. and Mrs. Michael R. Nocero 
In memory of Ann Bezpiaty

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Oxley 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Pollock 
In memory of Ann Frambes

Patricia L. Ridolfi 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Hilda M. Schaadt 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Concetta Schlemmer 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Sequoia Financial Advisors, LLC 
In memory of Norma Fabre

Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. Sorace 
In memory of Ann Bezpiaty

Donald Stock 
In memory of Urbino A. DiGiacomo

Helen J. Sues 
In memory of Marge Laraway

Carol A. Sullivan 
In memory of Norma Fabre

Therese M. Taft 
In memory of Mary K. Custer

Mr. and Mrs. Richard E. Talbot 
In memory of Barbara Skinner

Ira F. Thompson 
In memory of Alice Skoda

Patrick J. Wack 
In memory of Jeannine Mortier

Lesley Faunce Waldman 
In memory of Mary Kay Hudak

Mary E. Willett 
In memory of Angie Leonhard

Maralyn A. Yanko 
In memory of Mary Kay Hudak

THE VILLAGE LEGACY SOCIETY 
(Known Planned Gifts)

Annonymous 
Mary Jo Chionchio

GIFTS IN KIND 2015

Larry Leuthaeuser

St. Edward the Confessor was known for his generosity to the poor and 
to strangers and is often portrayed offering a ring to St. John who was 
disguised as a beggar. That symbol of generosity, combined with the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit shared in Galatians 5:22-23, are the basis for The Rings 
of St. Edward, our donor recognition.

The Rings of St. Edward
Ring of Love- Gifts of $10,000 or greater
Ring of Faithfulness- Gifts of $5,000 - $9,999
Ring of Generosity- Gifts of $1,000- $4,999
Ring of Kindness- Gifts of $500-$999
Ring of Peace- Gifts of $100-$499
Ring of Joy- Gifts less than $100

If you are 70½ or older you may be able  
to reduce the income and taxes from your  
IRA withdrawals while also supporting  
The Village of St. Edward Foundation with  
a Qualified Charitable Distribution. 

Benefits of a Qualified Charitable Distribution:

•  Your gift will be put to use today, so that  
you make a difference immediately

•  Avoid taxes on transfers of up to  
$100,000 from your IRA to The Village  
of St. Edward Foundation

•  Satisfy your required minimum distribution  
(RMD) for the year

•  Reduce your taxable income, even if you  
donot itemize deductions

•  Make a gift that is not subject to the  
50% deduction limits on charitable gifts

To make your gift before December 31, contact  
your Financial Advisor or Financial Institution to 
support The Village of St. Edward Foundation.

You can make a difference! 

Have you considered?
A charitable bequest is simply a distribution  
from your estate to a charitable organization 
through your last will and testament. The Village 
of St. Edward Foundation is happy to provide 
sample language you may share with your 
attorney and family. Feel welcome to call  
Vondea Sheaffer, Vice President of Development 
at (234) 466-0556 for more information.



How Can I Help? 
In this season of remembering those we love, we appreciate your thoughtful 
gifts! Your generosity enhances the lives of the residents of The Village of 
St. Edward. The following are just a few examples of ways our trusted and 
caring staff may transform your gift and enrich the daily lives of residents.

$50 can purchase special sensory items for the Snoezelen Therapy room,  
calming and engaging a dementia resident

$100 can provide an iPod Shuffle, headset and iTunes gift card, a music therapy 
option for residents with dementia

$250 can provide fresh flowers for the Chapel for three months 

$500 may be used to provide transportation and tickets for residents to attend  
a special movie or holiday concert in the area

$1,000 can provide patio furniture for one of several outdoor gathering spaces

$2,000 can promote wellness with the purchase of an  
indoor garden table allowing a Nursing Care or Memory Care  
resident to plant and tend flowers year round

$5,000 could provide updated artwork in common areas

$10,000+ could provide two beautiful aviaries, providing  
a great deal of enjoyment to residents on each floor  
of the new Memory Care building

To make your 2016 gift, complete the  
enclosed envelope and return by mail before  
December 31 or make your gift securely online  
by clicking “Donate” at www.vsecommunities.org.  
If you have specific questions about this or any  
gift, please contact the Foundation Office  
at (234)466-0556. 

The Village of St. Edward  
St. Edward Foundation  
Board of Directors

James Fenske, Chair

Rev. Walter H. Jenne, Secretary

C. Carl Dangel, Treasurer

Dr. Caesar A. Carrino

John P. Kilway

In Memorium 
The Village of St. Edward is 

grateful for David A. Meeker’s 

years of service for The Village. 

Meeker, who died May 26, 2016, 

was a Member of  The Village’s 

Board of Directors for 30 years 

and Chair of the Marketing and 

Communications Committee 

since its formation in 2015. 

“He was passionate about  

The Village,” shared John Stoner, 

CEO of  The Village. “Dave  

was mindful of  The Village’s 

mission and had a heart  

for the residents.”

The Village extends sincerest 

sympathies to Dave’s wife,  

Anita, their children, 

grandchildren and families. 

“We rise by lifting others.” 
– Robert Ingersoll



The residents’ spiritual care and growth are core to life at The Village.  
The Village of St. Edward offers a wide range of spiritual services, Catholic 
and other faiths, an important part of daily life for many Village residents. 

Dominican Sister, Marilyn Ambrosic and resident Chaplain, Father  
David Novak, offer daily Mass, Reconcilliation, prayer groups and  
individual ministry services. Local Christian and Orthodox clergy  
lead worship services and small group Bible studies.

Your gifts to The Village of St. Edward Foundation support  
Spiritual Care services for the residents’ daily lives and livelihood.

“What does love look like?

 It has the hands to help others.

 It has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy.

 It has eyes to see the misery and want.

 It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows of men.

 That is what love looks like.”

– Henri J.M. Nouwen

Independent Living

Resident Spotlights

Assisted Living

Nursing Care

Marcy Booth
“ The Village is a warm and friendly 
place. From my first visit 13 years ago, 
I’ve been so happy with my decision  
to live here.”

Marie Waickman
“ Living here, I don’t have to worry 
about a thing. It’s a nice place to be!”

Nesby Bush
“ I have a purpose – it’s to help others 
have a better day. I’m content here.”



F O U N D AT I O N

Over the years, it has been our privilege to stand with 

commemorative spades to turn the first soil, and join later  

to cut ribbons for grand openings. 

The past months have been particularly exciting as we have collaborated to construct The Village’s 

designated Memory Care Center. This state-of-the-art facility will provide the environment conducive 

for the highest level of dignity, safety and independence for The Village’s most challenged residents. 

It has been equally rewarding to see the Foundation’s assistance in the fulfillment of The Village’s 

mission, “promoting a quality of life that meets the spiritual, physical and psychosocial needs in a 

Christian environment consistent with Catholic tradition and teaching.” 

With the support of generous friends and families like you, The Village has provided residents daily 

spiritual care, ongoing opportunities for personal growth and enrichment while ensuring no resident  

is turned away if they outlive their funds.

We are grateful for your support. Today and every day, your support makes an immeasurable impact  

on the lives of residents and families. There is much good yet to be done! Please help us get at it.

With sincere thanks, 

James Fenske John P. Stoner 

 

Chair, The Village of St. Edward Foundation  President and CEO  
President, Knoch Corporation  The Village of St. Edward  

The Village of St. Edward Foundation is a non-profit 501(c)3 which exists for the sole purpose of supporting the residents, 
programs and needs of The Village of St. Edward campuses in Fairlawn and future campuses.  Annual financial support from 
generous individuals, corporations and foundations provides for the spiritual care, special programs, activities and unique  
needs of The Village’s patients and residents.

3125 Smith Road, Fairlawn, Ohio 44333
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