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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED * _UNALTERED — ORIGINAL SITE
Xso00 __RUINS X ALTERED —__MOVED paTe__ NA
—FAIR _ UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Steam Ship John W. Brown is a WWII general cargo ship with

limited troop carryimg capacity built by the US Maritime Commission on the
EC2-5-Cl design. This design of ship has a length overall of lLhl'- n,
extreme brgath of 57', Maximum draft of 27'-9", gross tonnage of 7,176, net tonnage
' ofl,380, deadweight of 10,865 tons and displacement of 14,245 tons. This steel
vessel is of the full scantling type with a raked stem, cruiser stern, single
screw and balanced ;udder. Major cébartmentation consists of five cargo hatches,
engine room midships, fore and after peak tanks, three deep tanks, double bottom
and seven watertight bulkheads. 1Its engine is a direct acting, condensing, three
cylinder, triple expansion steam engine with an indicated horsepower of 2,500 at
76RPM cénsuming Botpns of Bunker"C" oil daily and producing llknots of speed.
The general arréngement of decks étarting at the tank top includes: lower hold,
sécond deck or 'tween deck, upper deck or main.déck with crew's accommodations,
boat deck with officers accommodations, bridge deck and flying bridge. The after
house includes a hospital, Typical wartime crew for‘Iibgrﬁies numbered.fifty-two
persons‘with twenty-nine gun crew. Defensive armament on the gggg;gggfg_most

likely consisted of a 3"-50 caliber gun forward, a 5"-50 gun aft and ten 20mm
AA guns, - '

: .
‘The present condition of the thﬁ Brown includes some_alterations.
The 1943 modifications to allow her to carry a limited number of troops in her

tween décks were made during the time the ship achieved its significance, and

therefore do not count as alterations., These modifications are 1is‘§ed for the
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sake of completeness, On the exterior, six extra gun tubs were put on: #L hatch fwd

port/starboard, house top aft p/s and #5 p/s. Companionways were put in at #1/2 pk,
#2/3 midships, # aft s, # aft p. The house on the boat deck aft is probably from
this time. The bulk of the 'tween deck doors between hatches (#1/2 s, #/3 p/s,
#3/house p, house/l p and #A/5 p ) may be from this time with a few done after 19L7.
The vents at # fwd p, #1/2 p and two at #2/3 s are probably from this time, The

"tween deck heating and extra lighting are probably mixed 1943 and 1947 omward.

Changes that qualify as alterations may also be divided into
exterior and interior. On the exterior, the guns and liferafts were probably
removed in 1945, The change from one gangway originally at frame 91 p/s to two at

o #3 aft p and A p was done to satisfy municipal code requirements and dates after
Nov. 1947 when the ship left States Marine and became a schoolship. The removal of

the compass and steering platform from the flying bridge is post-19L7.
The interior alterations are post-1947. In the wheelhouse,
the telegraph, magnetic compass, wheel and wood grating are missing. The engine
room has some additions: an electric ;ra.cuum punp for # fuel oil tank, #6 50,000 gal
fuel oil tank fwd stbd above the bilges, and its electric pump which is on the fwd
end of the boiler flat slightly to stbd of the center line., In the crews accommoddtion

several spaces were enlarged, The crews mess was enlarged going aft by taldng out



the bulkheads at frames 106 and 109 thereby incorporating the 3 firemenand
3 oilers' cabins., The officers mess was cniarged by taking out the starboard
bulkhead and the bulkhead at frame 87 thereby incorporafiﬁg the 5 gunners and
L gunner§ cabins, The Steward'!s cabin was joined to the cocks's cabin by
o removing the bulkhead at frame 87 with the resulting space being used as the
e ship's office by the schoolship, Two meeting rooms were cregted by removing
the bulkhead at frame 99 between the‘h seamen: and 3 wipers cabins,‘and by

removing the bulkheads at frames 106 and 109 which separated the bosun, | seamen

and L seamen, The petty officer's mess had stoves put into it.

Except for the guns, liferafis, gangwaxs and lack‘of gray
paint, the present exterior appearance of the John Brown is the same as when the
ship attained its historical significance, Interior alterations are minor
and reversible, Having been a limited capacity troop ship resulted in less
changes being made when she became a schoolship. The minim?l extent of qualifying

alterations might enable the John Brown to be regarded as basically unaltered.
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More importantly, " the Liberty ship is tﬁe type of vessel which, in its hundreds,
is accredited with éaving not only Bfiﬁéén, not only the Allied cause, but the whole
wo;ld from disaster- for tﬁere was a greaﬁ fear that the wér might be lost simply
because Allied lifelines were stretched almost beyond limit owing to an insufficient

nunber of ships.'"5 The 5S John W Brown is one of two remaining American-owned,

minimally altered Iiberty ships.6 The alterations on the John Brown are minor and
do not detract from the significance of the ship. It retains sufficient integrity
to convéy the feeling of its wartime period, Although less than 50 years old, the
John Brown deserves to be included in the National Register because it is one of the
last remaining of a type of ship which is of exbeptional importance in American

history. The Merchant Marine served in World War II as a Military Auxiliany.7

E) W;Lﬁﬁ

—~ - Merchant seamen suffered a greater percenfage of fatalities than any
branch of the armed services, except the Marines.8

The particular history of the SS John W Brown is not extraordinary,
except that she has survived, has been maintained in good condition and can be
easily restored to her wartime appearance., She was built in U4l days as a general

cargo ship at the BethlehempFairfield'Shipyard in Baltimore, launched September 7,

' 5Sawyer, Pal3.
6 Shee 9
The other Liberty is the Jeremiah O'Brien, hull # 806. It is on the National Register

and has been restored as a museum in San Francisco at the Golden Gate Nat. Rec. Area,

7B—1nker, De 11.

8
Biaggi.
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1942 and named after an American leader of West Coast carpenters. She ie a combat
veteran of Mediterranean landings at Sicily, Salerno, Arzio and Southern France.
She'carried American troops, Free French Troops, and transported Italian and German
POds from Italy to Bizerte, North Africa, She was operated from the end of the war
until 1947 by the States Marine Corporation as a merchant freighter., In November
of 1947, the US Maritime Commission loaned the John Brovn to the New York City
Board of Education to replace the City's ferryboat Brooklyn as a stationayry
Lmaritime sohoolsoip. Licensed officers taught students deck, enéine and steward
skills on folly operational cargo.gear, deck machinery, engine room and galley,

On June 30, 1982, the Board of Education closed the schoolshio because of maintanence
coets aoe the high cost of converting the ship to clessrooms. Gu%%ntly, the.
§§'3ohn,w Browq_PreseryationProject is trying to gain ownersh;p ob the vessel in
order to preserve it as a museum and national marltime memorial to shipyard workers
and seamen who constructed and eailed American merchant'ships during WWII,.

The Liberty ship, as represented bylthe John Brown , has.significance
in the areas of commerce, transportation, engineering, industry and military. Its
economic fuel consumption, excellent cargo gear and deck machlnery, and its 271' draft
made these ships very desirable to forelgn eountrles whose fleets were destroyed
by the war, ILiberties formed the backbone of post-war fleets whose commerce generated
income to build the new ships of the 1950s and 1960s. Many technological advances
were made during the Liberty shipbuilding program. A eteel cold-rolling process
was developed to save steel in the making of lightweight cargo booms, A portable
welding plant which moved at a walklng pace was 1nvented. The stateuof-the-art of
welding was advanced sufficiently to produce the first all-welded ships. Steel
brittle fraoture and crack arresting were really understood for the flrst time,
Prefabrication was perfected, with complete deck houses, double-bottom sections,

stern-frame assemblies and bow units speeding production. (The intermal compartmertatic

.
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and superior construction of the Liberty ship was important because it allowed
liberty ships to sustain wartime damage no pre-war merchant ship could take and
survive.g) The American Maritime industry built in 1943 a record 1,836 vessels

totaling 19,238,646 dwt of which 1,238 vessels were Liberties..® The production

record for a Iiberty is held by the Robert E Peary which was assembled and launched

in only four days, fifteen and a half hours after keel lay.i.ngcll

The SS John W Brown embodies the distinctive characteristies of

the type, period and method of construction of the Liberty ships which have
contributed so significantly to the broad patterns of our history. The

SS John W Brown has integrity of design, workmanship and association, It is

RS

therefore nominated to the National Register of Historic Flaces,

9Sawyer, pe33.
10 :
Bunker, p.1S.

uSawyer, D.18,
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1 A SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC —ARCHEQLQGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
j 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _.LAW __SCIENCE
! —1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE — SCULPTURE
| —1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE _—EDUCATION = MILITARY —S0CIAL/HUMANITARIAN
g —-1700-173%9 _-ART ’ —ENGINEERING —MusIC THEATER

—-1800-1899 XCOMM ERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSQPHY {THANSPORTATION

XJ 900- _-COMMUNICATIONS X_INDUSTRY _ POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIEVY

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES Sept 7’ 19h2 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Bethlehem-Fairfield Shipyard, Balto,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE |

At the butbréak Bf WWII, the American Merchant Marine
was caught unprepared to handle a massive sealift of war material., In 1939, the
US Merchant fleet was only 12,000,000 deadweight tons.l' By 1941, 92% of the

o
P ‘1,h22 US flag ocean-going ships of over 2,000 gross tons were greater than
:‘~‘!:‘ 20 years old.2j During the 1939-1945 US Maritime Cormission building program,

| 5,095 non-military vessels were built totalling 52,989,000 deadweight toms.

Of these totals Liberty ships numbered 2,?@8 (53%) and 29,182,000 deadweight tons
| (55%). 3 The liberty ship represented the design solution that filled the need for
an emergency type of simple, standardized cargo steamer which could be mass
produced cheaply and quickly by assembly'line methods and easily converted to

individual service needs.

The Iiberty ship was considered anfiVe-year vessel" and
not able to compete witﬁ non-emergency vesspls in speed, equipment and general
serviceability. However, Liberties ended up doing well plodding the seas as an

important segment of major world merchant fleets nearly 20 yeats lat-er.h

1Lane, P 3

fE

2Sawyer, P.12.
BIane, Pelle
hBunker, p.17.
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