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MAP 1

Map showing the lands assigned to emigrant Indians west of
Arkansas and Missouri

United States. Topographical Bureau

Published 1836.

Notes

- From: [Documents concerning Col. Henry Dodge's
expedition to the Rocky Mountains], House Document 181,
24th Cong., 1st session, 1835-36, serial 289.

- LC Many nations, 200

- Exhibition: Indians of North America, Library of Congress,
Washington, D.C., August, 1977.
http://www.loc.gov/item/99446197

Indian Territory, with Part of the Adjoining State
of Kansas

United States. Army. Corps of Topographical
Engineers

Published 1866. Washington, D.C. : Engineer Bureau,
War Dept.

Notes: "Prepared from the Map of Danl. C. Major, U.S.
Astt. showing the boundaries of the Choctaw and
Chickasaw Nations, the Creek, Seminole, and Leased
Indian Country established by authority of the
Commrs. of Indian Affairs in 1858-59. and from Lieut.
Col. J.E. Johnston's Map of teh Southern Boundary of
Kansas in 1857. The Map of the Creek Country by Lieut. L. C. Woodruff, Topl. Engrs., in 1850-
51."

http://www.loc.gov/item/2011590003

Indian territory: compiled under the direction of
the Hon. John H. Oberly, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, by C.A. Maxwell.

Published 1889.

Notes: Shows the lands occupied by various tribes
and includes details about land transfers and cessions.
http://www.loc.gov/item/98687105
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MAP 4

Map of The Indian And Oklahoma Territories,
1894; compiled from the official records of the
General Land Office and other sources

Rand McNally and Company, Chicago.

Notes

- Scale 1:760,320.

- LC Railroad maps, 288

- Description derived from published bibliography.
- Shows relief by hachures, drainage, Indian areas,
districts, treaty dates, roads and trails, and the named
railroads.

http://www.loc.gov/item/98688546

Premier Series Map of Oklahoma and Indian Territory
Published 1905, Geographical Publishing Co.

Notes: "Indian nations and Indian, forest, grazing, saline, and
wood reservations shown by red boundaries.”
http://www.loc.gov/item/2001620495
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MAP GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

What place or places does the map show?

What do you notice first? Describe what else you see.

When was this map created and by whom? What else do you learn from the bibliographic
record?

Does the map have any special features (e.g., legend, scale, description, notations, compass,
etc.)? What information do these features provide?

What Native American tribes are listed on the map? How are they represented?

Reflect

Why do you think this map was made? What might have been the creator’s purpose? What
evidence supports your theory?

Why do you think the creator chose to include the details shown? What might have been left
off the map?

If someone made this map today, what would be different/the same?

What did you learn from examining this map? Does any new information you learned
contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this map?

Compare & Contrast

According to these maps, how did Indian Territory change from 1836 to 1905?
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SOURCE SET 1 - INDIAN TERRITORY RESETTLEMENT

SOURCE 1A

Starure 1.

Cuar. CXLVIIL.—42n fet to provide for an exchange of lands with the Indians May 28, 1830.

residing in any of the states or lerritories, and for their removal west of the
river Mississippt.

http://memory.loc.gov/cqi-bin/ampage?collld=IIsl&fileName=004/11sl004.db&recNum=458

SOURCE 1B

Approved on February 8, 1887, "*An Act to Provide for the Allotment of Lands in Severalty
to Indians on the Various Reservations,” known as the Dawes Act, emphasized severalty,
the treatment of Native Americans as individuals rather than as members of tribes.
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/dawes.asp

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

e What type of text is this (letter, newspaper article, report, advertisement, legal document,
etc.)?

o Are there any headers, headlines or other formatting options that call out specific parts of the
text?

e When was this text created? Is place relevant to this text? How?

e What does the text describe or explain?

e What specific details are mentioned? What rights were given to the President? What rights
were given to the Indians?

Reflect

e Why do you think the creators chose to include these specific details of description or
explanation? What information might have been left out of the text?

e Does this text show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your
conclusion?

« What do you feel when reading this text?

o What did you learn from examining this text? Does any new information you learned
contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this text?

Compare & Contrast

o What similarities or differences do you find in the language of the two texts? What changes
do you notice in the attitude of the U.S. government towards the Native Americans?
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President to

exchange, &c.

Title secured

to Indians.

Proviso.

Improvements
to be appraised,
and paid for.

Aid in moving,

.

Protection.

500,000 dol-

1ar8
ated.

appropri-

into a suitable number of districts, for the reception of such tribes or
nations of Indians as may choose to exchange the lands where they now
reside, and remove there; and to cause each of said districts to be so
described by natural or artificial marks, as to be easily distinguished
from every other.

Skc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful for
the President to exchange any or all of sach districts, so to be laid off
and described, with any tribe or nation of Indians now residing within
the Jimits of any of the states or territories, and with which the United
States have existing treaties, for the whole or any part or portion of the
territory claimed and occupied by such tribe or nation, within the bounds
of any one or more of the states or territories, where the land claimed
and occupied by the Indians, is owned by the United States, or the
United States are bound to the state within which it lies {o extinguish
the Indian claim thereto.

Skc. 3. And be it further enacted, That in the making of any such
exchange or exchanges, it shall and may be lawful for the President
solemnly to assure the tribe or nation with which the exchange is made,
that the United States will forever secure and guaranty to them, and
their heirs or successors, the country so exchanged with them; and if
they prefer it, that the United States will cause a patent or grant to be
made and executed to them for the same: Provided always, That such
lands shall revert to the United States, if the Indians become extiuct, or
abandon the same.

SEc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if, upon any of the lands now
occupied by the Indians, and to be exchanged for, there should be such
improvements as add value to the land claimed by any individual or indi-
viduals of such tribes or nations, it shall and may be lawf{ul for the Presi-
dent to cause such value to be ascertained by appraisement or otherwise,
and to cause such ascertained value to be paid to the person or persons
rightfully claiming such improvements. And upon the payment of such
valuation, the improvements so valued and paid for, shall pass to the
United States, and possession shall not afterwards be permitted to any
of the same tribe.

Skc. 5. And be it further enacted, That upon the making of any such
exchange as is contemplated by this act, it shall and may be lawful for
the President to cause such aid and assistance to be furnished to the
emigrants as may be necessary and proper to enable them to remove to,
and settle in, the country for which they may have exchanged; and also,
to give them such aid and assistance as may be necessary for their
support and subsistence for the first year after their removal.

Skc. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful
for the President to cause such tribe or nation to be protected, at their
new residence, against all interruption or disturbance from any other
tribe or nation of Indians, or from any otherperson or persons whatever.

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That it shall and may be lawful
for the President to have the same superintendence and care over any
tribe or nation in the country to which they may remove, as contemplated
by this act, that he is now authorized to have over them at their present
places of residence : Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall
be construed as authorizing or directing the violation of any existing
treaty between the United States and any of the Indian tribes.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That for the purpose of giving
effect to the provisions of this act, the sum of five hundred thousand
dollars is hereby appropriated, to be paid out of any money in the trea-
sury, not otherwise appropriated.

Arprovep, May 28, 1830.
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“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress
assembled, That in all cases where any tribe or band of Indians has been, or shall hereafter be, located
upon any reservation created for their use, either by treaty stipulation or by virtue of an act of Congress or
executive order setting apart the same for their use, the President of the United States be, and he hereby is,
authorized, whenever in his opinion any reservation or any part thereof of such Indians is advantageous
for agricultural and grazing purposes, to cause said reservation, or any part thereof, to be surveyed, or
resurveyed if necessary, and to allot the lands in said reservation in severalty to any Indian located
thereon in quantities as follows: To each head of a family, one-quarter of a section; To each single person
over eighteen years of age, one-eighth of a section; To each orphan child under eighteen years of age,
one-eighth of a section; and To each other single person under eighteen years now living, or who may be
born prior to the date of the order of the President directing an allotment of the lands embraced in any
reservation, one-sixteenth of a section: Provided, That in case there is not sufficient land in any of said
reservations to allot lands to each individual of the classes above named in quantities as above provided,
the lands embraced in such reservation or reservations shall be allotted to each individual of each of said
classes pro rata in accordance with the provisions of this act: And provided further, That where the treaty
or act of Congress setting apart such reservation provides the allotment of lands in severalty in quantities
in excess of those herein provided, the President, in making allotments upon such reservation, shall allot
the lands to each individual Indian belonging thereon in quantity as specified in such treaty or act: And
provided further, That when the lands allotted are only valuable for grazing purposes, an additional
allotment of such grazing lands, in quantities as above provided, shall be made to each individual.”

SEC. 3. That the allotments provided for in this act shall be made by special agents appointed by the
President for such purpose, and the agents in charge of the respective reservations on which the
allotments are directed to be made, under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may
from time to time prescribe, and shall be certified by such agents to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
in duplicate, one copy to be retained in the Indian Office and the other to be transmitted to the Secretary
of the Interior for his action, and to be deposited in the General Land Office.

SEC. 6. That upon the completion If said allotments and the patenting of the lands to said allottees, each
and every number of the respective bands or tribes of Indians to whom allotments have been made shall
have the benefit of and be subject to the laws, both civil and criminal, of the State or Territory in which
they may reside; and no Territory shall pass or enforce any law denying any such Indian within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the law. And every Indian born within the territorial limits of the
United States to whom allotments shall have been made under the provisions of this act, or under any law
or treaty, and every Indian born within the territorial limits of the United States who has voluntarily taken
up, within said limits, his residence separate and apart from any tribe of Indians therein, and has adopted
the habits of civilized life, is hereby declared to be a citizen of the United States, and is entitled to all the
rights, privileges, and immunities of such citizens, whether said Indian has been or not, by birth or
otherwise, a member of any tribe of Indians within the territorial limits of the United States without in any
manner affecting the right of any such Indian to tribal or other property.

SEC. 8. That the provisions of this act shall not extend to the territory occupied by the Cherokees, Creeks,
Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, and Osage, Miamies and Peorias, and Sacs and Foxes, in the Indian
Territory, nor to any of the reservations of the Seneca Nation of New York Indians in the State of New
York, nor to that strip of territory in the State of Nebraska adjoining the Sioux Nation on the south added
by executive order.
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SEC. 9. That for the purpose of making the surveys and resurveys mentioned in section two of this act,
there be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, to be repaid proportionately out of the proceeds of the sales of such
land as may be acquired from the Indians under the provisions of this act.

SEC. 10. That nothing in this act contained shall be so construed to affect the right and power of Congress
to grant the right of way through any lands granted to an Indian, or a tribe of Indians, for railroads or
other highways, or telegraph lines, for the public use, or condemn such lands to public uses, upon making
just compensation.
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SOURCE 2A

APPENDIX—To Gales & Seaton’s Register, ix

President’s Message. [21st Cono. 2d Sy,

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED l
STATES,
TO BOTH HOUSES OF CONGRISS,
At the commencement of the Second Sessim
of the Dwenty-first Congress.
DrceyMBER 7, 1830.

http://memory.loc.qov/cgi-bin/ampage?collld=lrd&fileName=010/1Ird010.db&recNum=438
http://memory.loc.gov/cqgi-bin/ampage?collld=Ilrd&fileName=010/11rd010.db&recNum=439

SOURCE 2B

The condition of affairs in Indian Territory and California. A report by Prof.
C.C. Painter, agent of the Indian rights association.

Painter, C. C. (Charles Cornelius)

Philadelphia, Indian rights association, 1888.

{Begin page no. 11}

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.gdc/calbk.052

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

e What type of text is this (letter, newspaper article, report, advertisement, legal document,
etc.)?

e When was this text created? Is place relevant to this text? How?

o What does the text describe or explain?

Reflect

« Why do you think the author chose to include these specific details of description or
explanation? What information might have been left out of the text?

e Does the text show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your
conclusion?

e What do you think the author might have wanted the audience to think or feel?

e What do you feel when reading this text?

o What did you learn from examining this text? Does any new information you learned
contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this text?

Compare & Contrast

o How does President Jackson’s view of Native American resettlement compare to what C.C.
Painter reports?
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It gives me pleasure to announce o Congress that the
henevolent policy of the Government, steadily pursued
for nearly thirty years, in relation to the removal of the
Indians beyond the white settlements, is approaching-
o n happy consummation. ‘T'wo important tribes have
accepted the provision made for their removal at the Jast
session of Congress ; and it is helieved that their exam-
ple will induce the remaining tribes, also, to scek the
satme obvious adyvantages,

The consequences of a speedy remnval will be im-
portant o the United Stutes, (o individual States, and to
the Teliuns themsclves, ‘Uhe pecuniary advantages which
it promises to the Government are the least of its re.
commendations. It puts au end to all possible danger
of collision between the authoritics of the General and
State Governments, on account of the Indians, It will
place a dense and civilized population in Jarge tracts of
country now occupied by a few savage hunters. By
opening the whole territory between ‘Tennessee on the
north, and Louisiana on the south, to the 'settiement of
the whites, it will incaleulably strengthen the southwest-
crnn fronticr, and  veader the wljacent States strong
cnongh to repel future invasion without remote aid. It
will relieve the whole State of Mississippi, and the
western part of Alabama, of Indian occupancy, and ena.
ble those States to advance rapidly in population, wealth,
and power. 1t will separate the Indians from immediate
contact with settlements of whites ; free them frorrf the
power of the States ; enable them to pursue happiness
s their own way, and under theie own rude institutions ;
will retard the progress of deeay, which is lessening their
nutabers ;3 and perbaps cause them gradually, under the
protection of the Government, and through the influence
of gond connsels, to cast oft thewr savage habits, and he-
come ain interesting, civilizutl,' and Christian community.
‘Ihese consequences, some of them so certan, and_ the
rest so probable, muke the complete execution of the
plan sanctioned by Congress at thew last session an object
of much solicitude,

-

Distributed through the TPS-Barat Teaching with Primary Sources Program | 847-574-2465
Find additional materials and resources at http://Barat-TPS.org and http://PrimarySourceNexus.org.

LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

TEACHING
with PRIMARY

SOURCES



BARAT

education foundation

SOURCE 2A EXCERPT 2, PAGE 1

mined to avail themselves of the liberal offers presented
by the act of Congress, and have agreed to remove be-
yond the Mississippi river.  "Freaties have been made
with them, which, in due season, will be submitted for
consideration. In negetiating these treaties, they were
made to understand their teue condition ; and they have
preferred maintaining their independence in the Western
forests to submitting to the laws of the States in which they
now reside. These teeaties being probably the last which
will ever be made with them, are characterized by great
liberality on the part of the Government. They give the
Indians a liberal sum in consideration of their removal,and
comfortable subsistence on theirarrival at theienew homes.
Ifit be their real interest to maintain a separate existence,
they will there be at liberty to do so without the incon.
veniences and vexations to which they would unavoila.
bly have been subject in Alabama and :\-Iississip{)i.

Humanify has often wept over the fite of the abori-
gines of this country; and philanthropy has been long
busily employed in devising means to avertit.  But itg
progress has never for & moment been arrested 5 and one
by one have many powerful tribes disappearcd from the
earth, To follow to the tomb the last of his race, uand to
tread on the graves of extinct nations, excites melancho-
ly reflections. But true philanthropy reconciles the
mind to these vicissitudes, us it does to the extinction of
one generation to make room for another. In the mo-
numents and fortresses of an unknown people, spread
over the extensive regions of the West, we behold the
memorials of a once powerful race, which was extermi-
nated, or hus disappeared, to make room for the existing
savage tribes. Nov is there any thing i this, which,
upon a comprehensive view of the general intercsts of
the human race, is to be regretted. Philanthvopy could
not wish to sce this continent restored to the condition
in which it was found by our forefathers.  What good
man would prefer a country covered with forests, and
ranged by a few thousand savages, (o our extensive re-
public, studded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms;
embellished with all the improvements which art can de-
vise, or industry execuie; occupied by more than twelye
nillions of happy people, and filled with all the blessings
of liberty, civilization, and religion !
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The p;'esent policy of the Government is bul 1 conti-
nuation of the same progressive change, by a milder
process. The tribes which occupied the countries now
constituting the Fastern States were annihitlated, or have
nelted away, to make room for the whites, ‘I'lhie waves |
of population and civitization ave volling to the West-
ward ; and we now propose to nequire (he countries oc-
cupied by the red men of the South and?West, by a fuir
excliange, and, at the expense of the U. Stales, to send
them t a land where their existence may be prolonged, !
and perbaps made perpetual. DoubUess it will be pamful
todeave the graves of their fathers; but what do they inore |
than our ancestors did,or than our children arc now doing? |
To better their condition v an unknown land, our fore-
fathers left all that was dear in earthly objects.  Our chil-
dren, by thousands, yearly leave the land of their bivth, to
seek new howmes in distant regions.  Does bumanity weep |
at these paintul separations from every thing, animate and |
menimate, with which the young heart has become en- |
twined 7 Far from it.  1ltis rathera source of joy that
our country affords scope where our young population
may range unconstrained iy body or in mind, developing
the power and faculties ot man in their highest perfec-
tion. These remove hundreds, and almost thousands of
miles, at theirown expense, purchase the lands they oc- |
cupy, and support themselyes at their new home from |
the moment of their arvival.  Can it be cruel i this Go-
-vernment, when, by events which it cannot control, the |
Indian is made discontented in liis ancient home, to pur-
chase his lands, to gwve him a new and extensive terei- |
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tory, to pay the expense of hisremoval, and supporthim a
year in his new abode 2 How many thousands of our awn
people would gladly embtace the opportanity of remov.
ing to the west on such conditions ! If the offers made
to the Indians were extended to them, they would be
hailed with gratitude and joy.

And is it supposed that the wandering savage has a
stronger attachment to his home, than the settled, civi.
lized Christian ?  Is it more afRicting to him to leave the

raves of his fathers, than it is to our brothers and chil-
dren ?  Rightly considered, the policy of the General
Government towards the red man is not only liberal but
generous,  He is unwilling to submit to the Jaws of the
States, and mingle with their population.  T'e save him
from this aiternative, or perhaps utter annihilation, the
General Government kindly offers him a new home, and
proposes to pay the whole expense of his removal andd
settlement. '

In the consummation of a policy originating at an ear-
ly period, and steadily parsued by every administration
within the present century—sn just to the States, and so
generous to the Indians, the Exccutive feels it has a right
to expect the co-operation of Congress, and of all good
and cbsinterested men.  The States, moreover, have @
right to demand it. [t was substantially a part of the com-
pact which made them members of our confederacy.
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OKLAHOMA. Owing to the impassable condition of the streams, my plan for visiting the Sac
and Fox people, and the Shawnees and Pottawatomies, had to be abandoned. From Pawnee |
went down through the Oklahoma country to Oklahoma station, (on the A. T. and Sante Fe
Branch Road, which now connects through to Galveston, Texas) where stages connect for
Darlington and Ft. Reno. This gave opportunity to see the character of this famous, much-
coveted country. It is better timbered and watered than any other portion of the Indian Territory |
have seen, and grass is abundant; but I do not believe the soil is so good as either east or west of
it. It would not better the Wichitas, and the other Indians whom it is proposed to remove into it,
so far as the quality of the land is concerned. It is not, as many seem to suppose, the original site
of the Garden of Eden, but is far too good a country to be suffered to lie unused when so many of
our citizens are seeking homes.

I was asked, both by the President and Mr. Lamar, to give an opinion as to the advisability of
removing the Indians west of Oklahoma into this district, so that the reservations now occupied
by them might be opened to settlement. After an extended tour and inspection of their
reservations, and inquiries into their condition and prospects, | reported that in my estimation it
would be unjust, cruel and disastrous to do so.

The theory on which this is proposed is that no treaty stands in the way of their removal, or of
the opening of their reservations, since they are on executive order reservations, while there are
treaty and other difficulties in the way of throwing open Oklahoma to white settlement.

These reasons are valid in appearance only, but not in reality, while there are very real and
urgent reasons why it should not be done. A treaty was made with the Cheyennes and Arapahoes,
for instance, giving them a reservation north of the one now occupied, but we had no right to
give them this land, it being in part embraced in the Cherokee outlet, and the Indians did not
understand that it was the land for which they were treating, but supposed they were getting the
land which is now occupied by them. They refused to move upon it, and we had no right to
remove them to it. After correspondence, the President set apart, by “Executive order,” their
present reservation, in lieu of that given them by the treaty. Of course he had no power to annul,
by Executive order, their treaty rights, among which was the right of any individual Indian, head
of a family, to have allotted to him 320 acres of land to be secured by a patent. If the President
could rightfully give them this land in lieu of the other, their possession of it carried with it all
the rights they had on the other tract.

The Wichitas are said to be on a reservation by unratified treaty, and since the treaty has never
been ratified by the Senate there could be no legal obstacle to their being removed. The fact is,
these Indians claim always to have been the owners of this land, not only of what they occupy,
but of a large body occupied in part by the Kiowas and Comanches, Delawares and Caddoes, and
also that which was procured from the Quapaws for the Chickasaws, we treating with those
Kansas Indians for land owned by them. Their title to it has never been extinguished. So there
are virtual legal and treaty obligations in the way of this removal, fully as sacred as those which
prevent us from opening Oklahoma, and certainly the moral obligations are even greater.
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These people, especially the Wichitas, have taken deep root in these lands, have built them
homes, and opened up farms. This is being done with most encouraging rapidity by the
Cheyennes, Arapahoes and Comanches. It would be a cruel outrage to force them to remove; it
would be a disastrous step backward to induce them to go. The lands to which they would
remove are not so good as those now occupied; they are bitterly opposed to the plan and it ought
not to be attempted. Oklahoma ought to be opened up. It is not needed by the Indians, it cannot
be kept empty and ought not to be so kept; but if treaty and moral obligations must be violated, it
is better to do so with reference to vacant lands than with reference to established homes. Steps
ought to be taken at once to gain the consent of the Seminoles and Creeks to throw this land open
to settlement, and it could doubtless be done if a fair price above the thirty cents per acre which
we paid for it, for the settlement of Indians upon it, was offered for it.

We know from good authority that an empty house, though swept and furnished, cannot be
guarded against demoniacal possession. The only way to keep it clean is to occupy it. But we
ought to have learned something from past experience in regard to the removal of Indians from
their homes to satisfy the convenience or the greed of the white man. Much and bitter complaint
has been made that the President has failed to appoint a Commission, which he was authorized to
do, to treat with the Indians of the territory for a surrender of their treaty rights in regard to land.
The appointment of such a Commission, simply to treat with them for their consent, is seemingly
a very innocent and proper thing to do, but it is very much like the act of March 1st, 1883,
empowering the President to consolidate agencies and tribes, at his discretion, “with the consent
of the tribes to be affected thereby, expressed in the usual way,” which J. P. Dunn, Jr., interprets
to mean “The President is authorized and empowered to drive the Indians from their native
homes, and place them on unhealthy and uncongenial reservations, whenever sufficient political
influence has been brought to bear upon the Commissioner of Indian Affairs or the Secretary of
the Interior, by men who desire the lands of any tribe, to induce a recommendation for their
removal. Provided, that before any tribe shall be removed the members thereof shall be bullied,
cajoled or defrauded into consenting to the removal.” Mr. Dunn reminds us that the Modoc war
was caused by attempting to force these Indians to stay on a reservation with the hostile
Klamaths, who would give them no peace, nor allow them to raise food. The Sioux war of 1876
resulted from an enforcement of an order for that nation to abandon the Powder River country,
which we had guaranteed them as a hunting ground, and to limit them to their reservation, where
there was no game.

The Nez Perce war of 1877 was caused by an attempt to force Joseph's band of Lower Nez
Perces to abandon their own home, their title to which had never been extinguished, and go upon
the Lapwai Reserve.
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All our troubles with the Chiracahua Apaches since 1876 have come from our attempts to
remove them from their native mountains to an unhealthy and intolerable place for mountain
Indians, to live with a band unfriendly to them. The wars with Victorio's Apaches resulted from
the discontinuance of their reservation, and an order for their removal to San Carlos. The war
with the northern Cheyennes came from an attempt to make them stay in the Indian Territory,
which proved unhealthy for them. The shame and disgrace of the Ponca removal is yet fresh in
mind, and a war, which would have marked the path hewn by them from the Indian Territory
back to their old home in Nebraska, would have been a legitimate outcome of this outrage had
Standing Bear's band been stronger.

The Hualapais, removed to the Colorado River, escaped extermination, so unhealthy was the new
home, only by fleeing from it in a body. The list might be indefinitely extended, but those who
make our laws touching Indian affairs, and those entrusted with their administration, seem
incapable of learning anything from the history of the past.

The present Commissioner of Indian Affairs returns, in his last report, to his recommendations in
regard to the removal of the Cheyennes and Arapahoes, Wichitas and associated tribes, so that
the clamor about Oklahoma may be hushed, and politicians, urged forward by their constituents
who want these lands, are unwearied in their efforts to have this outrage committed. The friends
of the Indian ought to take tenable ground in their opposition to this, lest in mistaken efforts to
maintain, pro forma, the exact proportions of the treaty, or other rights of these people, they shall
lose all. We may as well settle it first as last, and better now than later, that such an immense
territory as now lies vacant and worse than useless under the shadow of old treaties, can never, as
a matter of fact, be held for such time as the Indian, left to himself, may be able to utilize it and
cause it to contribute what it is capable of doing to meet the world's cry for food. But a
successful appeal may be hopefully made to the American people as against essential and
absolute injustice and cruel wrong, and this appeal should be promptly and distinctly made.

It is already apparent that the time of the land-grabber is short, and that what he does to rob the
Indian of his land must be done quickly, before the severalty law gives it to him by an
inalienable title. Efforts in this direction will be earnest and unremitting; the vigilance and efforts
of the Indians' friends must not be less so.
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SOURCE 3A

Prepare to meet us at Chetopa, Kan. a large area of the beautiful Indian territory open to
homesteaders ... for further particulars, call on or address the Indian Territory Colonization
Society

Indian Territory Colonization Society

Published Chetopa, 1879
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/h?ammem/rbpebib: @field( NUMBER+@band(rbpe+02001900))

SOURCE 3B

Durant, Indian Territory and Bryan County
Published 1906, Citizens Loan & Realty Co.
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.award/ncdeaa. A0579

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

e What type of text is this (letter, newspaper article, report, advertisement, legal document, etc.)?
o Are there any headers, headlines or other formatting options that call out specific parts of the text?
o What does the text describe or explain?
- What specific benefits does the advertisement list for meeting at Chetopa, Kansas? What does
the map show?
- What specific benefits does the advertisement list for Durant, Oklahoma/Indian Territory?

Reflect

e Why do you think this text was made? What might have been the creator’s purpose? What
evidence supports your theory?

e Why do you think the creator chose to include these specific details of description or explanation?
What information might have been left out of the text?

e Who is the audience for the text? What do you think the creator might have wanted the audience
to think or feel? Does the arrangement or presentation of words, illustrations, or both affect how
the audience might think or feel? How?

e What do you feel when reading this text?

e Does this text show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your
conclusion?

o What did you learn from examining this text? Does any new information you learned contradict or
support your prior knowledge about the topic of this text?

Compare & Contrast

e How are these sources similar and how are they different? Which is more appealing to you? Why?
Which seems more realistic? Why?
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Over 17,500,000 Acres of Land within the Heart of the Territory
subject to Homestead and Pre-emption by any :
Citizen of the Government.

Poople are Rushing towards this Land in Crowds, and- Colonies™
- are Forming in Every Place. R

The Indian Territory Colonization G.locl,gfty, with Headquarters at
Chetopa, Kaasas, will Conduél any Farty to the Land, which )

; is Only about Seventy Miles from Chetopa. - v, -_‘.i

BN | -

The Best Way for you to Do is for a Number in your Community
to Organize, and We will Meet You, Secure you RBate - on s

Eailroad and Conduct you Through, : &4

. FREE OF CHARGE. ‘ L

Soldiers Homestead Lands can be secured, and it is the only body of Hom itead m"vi‘ml,'z

in the United States. The entire Tract has been surveyed by the Govern: . nt, and :%j

2

recorded, It was rnrehued from the Indians in 1866, and is open to every
citizem. The Indians have greeted the new comers with a welcome, | nd ave
doing all they can to encourage the immigration, amnd they are oniy too
glad to kn' w that there is plenty of Public Land so near to tlur‘u.

s -

B Lk TV

-:E ,:‘J'I P

REMEMBER you ean or ~ secure Low Rates hy addressing the Society at Hannibal or Ch
Low Rates given at St. Louis and Keokuk and intermediate points on the Mississippi River by
way of Hannibal to Chetopa, with First-Class Passage on the Fast Running Palace
Steamers of the Keokuk and Northern Line Packet Company. .
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[ DURANT, OKLA. |-

" Durant is located at the crossing of
the Arkansas & Choctaw yailway, a part
of the Frisco system, with the Missouri,
Kansas & Texas, in Bryan county, In-
dian Territory, or what will be Okla-
homa when the state constitution is
adopted in November. It is a hustling,
busy city of 7,500 people, no negroes,
with 115 business houses built of brick
and stone. The citizens are moral,
intelligent and law-abiding.

The public utilities are: A water
works system, the water taken from the
" Blue river; a planing mill, a cotton
seed oil mill, four cotton gins, a cotton
compress, a flour-mill and elevator, ¥
machine shops, a telephone exchange,
a steam laundry, three lumber yards,
a canning factory, a broom factory, an
electric light and ice plant, three na-
tional banks and three trust companies,
a wholesale grocery house, a bottling
works, a $25,000 nursery, nine hotels,
one daily and three weekly newspapers,
one job printing establishment, fine

public school buildings, six churches
and a Presbyterian college for both
sexes. !

Durant's annual commercial revenue
is, cotton, $1,000,000; cotton seed,
$150,000; corn, $200,000; oats, $150,-
000; fowls and eggs, $50,000; other
country preduce, 80,000; fruits (in its
infancy), $50,000; cattle, hogs, horses
and mules, $250,000 each; potatoes,
$50,000; hay, $50,000—total, $2,620,-
000. The annual mercantile sales will,
it is estimated, reach over three and a
half million dollars.

Bonds have been voted to extend the
water mains and to put in an adequate
sewerage system. A syndicate is ap-
plying for an electric railway, electric
light and gas frabchise. They propose
to put in an adequate street car system
for Durant and to build a trolley line
to Kemp, eighteen miles,

Durant needs, to develop it further,
the following industries; A wagon,
spoke and handle factory, a small cot-
ton factory, a building and loan com-
pany, a barrel, box and crate factory,

a furniture factory, a paper mill, a,

large dairy and creamery, a wholesale
dry goods house, a buggy factory, a
hospital and sanitarium, a tannery and
shoe factory, an artificial stone plant,
and a cigar factory. These various en-
terprises offer inducements to capital

to invest in ~ they are paying proposi-

tions; they would meet with encour-
agement from the citizens.

The county is about one-third tim-
ber—the balance prairie. ~The timber
is coltonwood, bois d'arc, pecan, ash,
elm and hackberry, with some hickory
and walnut,  Most of the walnut has
been cut and shipped. The soils of
both the timber and the prairie lands
are a rich sandy loam, with some black
waxy. The sandy soils are not loose,
so as fo be drifted by the winds, but
they have sufficient solid earth mixed
with the sand to render the land firm
and compact, yet porous and easily
cultivated.

Being underlaid with a clay sub-soil
they huld the rains; they have are-
markable drouth-resisting quality. But
rains come here with such regularity
that, as a rule, crops are good. A fail-
ure has never been known in ihis part
of the coun'ry, We doubt if a better
farming country can be found in any
part of the United States, both for the
productive lands and for uniform sea-
sons. There is scarcely ever a time
when crops would be benefited by irri-
gation. Rains usually come at the right
time.

The sandy lands are perfectly adapt-
ed to fruit growing and vegetable cul-
ture. Trimble & McAlister have a
hundred acres in strawberries, near Du-
rant, which nets them over $100 per
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tﬁﬁlly Others will cultivate

berries on a large scale. This
y is pre-eminently adapted to
" fruit and grain especially, for peaches,
- plums, pears and apples; there is an
~ aggregate of about 3000 acres in com-

- acre

few bearing as yet. Grapes and ber-
ries do as well here as in California or
elsewhere. There are a number of

 small orchards and vineyards in the
county; a large number of both will be
planted this fall. It is only a question
of time when this will be a great fruit
and vegetable country. All kinds of
vegetables grown in the North temper-
ate zone are grown here successfully;
but as yet no systematic effort has been
made to cultivate them for other than
the home market and for home con-
sumption. Truck farming on a large
scale would pay. :

The chief agricultural products are
cotton, oats, corn, and some wheat,
Alfalfa does well but not much has
been raised here.  There were 40,000
bales ot cotton raised in this county
last year; in round numbers 12,000
bales were marketed in Durant, 50,-
000 compressed and shipped. The
farmers seem to raise cotton as the
chief product, knowing that it will al-
ways command cash money; they are
unwilling to try the experiment of di-
versified farming, though it promises to
pay better.

mercial orchards in the county, only a

Lands sell in this county from $10
to $40 per acre, according to location
and improvements. The county'is well

rivers and a number of creeks. Good
freestone water is to be had in wells
in all parts of the county at 20 to 40
feet. The pure water and the high

free from malaria. The climate is ex-
cellent in winter and in summer, the
‘oreezes from the prairie making it
pleasant in summer and the timber
breaks the force of the “northers;”  the
winters are short.

f The foregoing is taken from the
. Manufacturer and Realty Record, pub-
| lished by T. K. Street at Dallas, Texas,
' October issue, 1906.
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SOURCE SET 4 - INDIAN TERRITORY RESETTLEMENT

SOURCE 4A

Indian Territory

Gannett, Henry

46 pages, published 1881, New York, C. Scribner's sons
http://archive.org/details/indianterritory00gann

SOURCE 4B

“Indian Territory”

Gannett, Henry

Journal of the American Geographical Society of New York, Vol. 27, No. 3 (1895), pp. 272-276
http://www.jstor.org/stable/197313

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

e What type of text is this (letter, newspaper article, report, advertisement, legal document,
etc.)?

o Are there any headers, headlines or other formatting options that call out specific parts of the
text?

o What does the text describe or explain?

o How does the text portray the Native Americans and the U.S. government?

Reflect

e Why do you think this text was made? What might have been the creator’s purpose? What
evidence supports your theory?

e Why do you think the author chose to include these specific details of description or
explanation? What information might have been left out of the text?

e What do you think the author might have wanted the audience to think or feel? Does the
arrangement or presentation of words, illustrations, or both affect how the audience might
think or feel? How?

e What do you feel when reading this text?

e Does this text show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your
conclusion?

o What did you learn from examining this text? Does any new information you learned
contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this text?

Compare & Contrast
e What was the tone of each text? How did the author portray the Native Americans and the

U.S. government in the text from 1881 versus the text from 1895? What do you think accounts
for the similarities or differences in the portrayals?
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QuickTime™ and a
decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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QuickTime™ and a
decompressor
are needed to see this picture.
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The form of the government of the tribes is quite similar to
that of States. They elect a Governor and other executive officers,
a legislature consisting of two houses, and they have a judiciary,
with the other machinery of the law. The government, how-
ever, is very feeble, especially in matters affecting the white resi-
dents of the Territory, and most of the administration of law i1s
carried on by the United States authorities.

In accordance with the treaties made with the United States,
the lands of these tribes are held in common., They cannot be
disposed of by the tribes to any party except the United States.
Under their laws, any member of the tribe may take up and use
any unoccupied land which he desires. This holding, however, is
subject to the will of the tribe, which retains ownership of the
land. In this way the Indians have located themselves mainly
upon little farms, away from the railroads and white settlements.
The whites who have become members of the tribe by intermar-
riage, on the contrary, with their wide-awake Anglo-Saxon enter-
prise, have seized upon the cream of the country. They hold the
town sites, the coal lands and the finest of the agricuitural and
grazing lands, Most of these lands they have rented to other
white men, paying a small portion of the rental to the nation,
Thus we have before us a practical illustration of the workings of
Henry George's theory of holding land in common, and it can
scarcely be said to be a success, The number of land-grabbers
being limited, land-grabbing has gone to a far greater extreme
than in any other part of the country. For instance, it is said
that the entire reservation of the Seminoles is in the hands of one
man, the chief, and that the Indians are practically serfs, and the
same is the case in less degree in other nations, Another evil
follows closely upon this: owing to the extreme uncertainty of all
land titles, or rather to the utter absence of them, few settlers
dare to make more than the most temporary sort of improvements,
Most of the buildings in the towns are of the most flimsy, tempo-
rary character. The policy, naturally, is to skim the cream as
quickly as possible and throw away the skimmed milk to sour,

With the large number of whites in the Territory not connected
with the tribes, but dependent for their leases, and for the improve-
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ments they have made, upon the will of the Indians, it will be
surprising if the present condition of things lasts much longer.
As their numbers increase relative to the Indian population, they
will certainly take possession of the civil authority sooner or later,
and of their holdings. Such a revolution seems near at hand. It
can probably be effected without material trouble, since the Indian
population will be greatly outnumbered.

Foreseeing this possible result, the United States has been, for
some time past, attempting to negotiate with these Indians with a
view of giving up the tribal governments, divide their lands in
severalty, and thus make it possible for the whites to obtain deeds
to whatever land the Indians do not actually require. A Commis-
sion is at present in the Territory attempting to treat with the
Indians, but the latter, influenced probably by the whites who
are members of the tribe, and who have every reason to be
satisfied with the present arrangement, refuse to treat with
them in any way. Indeed, under the circumstances it seems to be
a very difficult situation, The only easy solution would seem to be
to give every one connected with the tribe whatever he claims,
which would result naturally enough, in giving the Indians proper
very little and the white men who have married into the tribes the
lion’s share, On that basis, it is altogether probable that there
will be no trouble in coming to an understanding and agreement
with the Indians, owing to the influence which these white men
among them have over them.

As a preliminary to the allotment of lands among the Indians
the United States Government has commenced the subdivision of
these lands into townships, sections and quarter-sections. An ap-
propriation of $zoo,000 was made by the last Congress for this
purpose, being the amount estimated to be necessary for subdivid-
ing half of the Territory, with the exception of the Chickasaw
Nation, which has already been subdivided. This work was,
under the appropriation act, placed in the hands of the Director of
the U. 5. Geological Survey, to be executed by the Topographic
force connected with this Bureau. The work was commenced in
April, 1895, and is being rapidly pushed forward, and by the end
of the year 1896, providing Congress continues to support it, the
subdivision of the Territory will be completed.
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SOURCE 5A

Ejecting an ""Oklahoma boomer* / drawn by T. de Thulstrup from a sketch by Frederic
Remington.

1885 March 28

wood engraving.

Summary: Squatter family in wagon being escorted by soldiers from Indian territory

Notes: Illus. in: Harper's weekly, 1885 March 28, cover
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/89714477/

SOURCE 5B

Boomers entering Oklahoma Territory
c1905

photomechanical print : halftone

Notes: F39291 U.S. Copyright Office
Reproduction of drawing by Albert Richter
Copyright by John D. Morris & Company
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/94506348/

IMAGE GUIDING QUESTIONS

Observe

e What type of image is this (photo, painting, illustration, poster, etc.)?

« What do you notice first? Describe what else you see.

o What is the physical setting? Is place important?

« What people and objects are shown? How are they arranged? How do they relate to each

other?
e What words, if any, do you see?

Reflect

e Why do you think this image was made? What might have been the creator’s purpose? What
evidence supports your theory?

e Why do you think the creator chose to include these particular details? What might have been
left out of the frame?

e What do you think the creator might have wanted the audience to think or feel?

e What do you feel when looking at this image?

e Does this image show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports your
conclusion?

o What did you learn from examining this image? Does any new information you learned
contradict or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this image?
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Compare & Contrast

e What do you think accounts for the similarities or differences in the portrayals of the
Boomers in the two images?

SOURCE 5C

Interview about Oklahoma

1940/08/05

Interviewee: Robertson, Mrs. Flora

Genre: Conversation

Notes: Mrs. Flora Robertson talking about Oklahoma.
Location: Shafter FSA [migrant labor] Camp
http://memory.loc.gov/cqi-

bin/query/h?ammem/toddbib: @field(DOCID+@lit(4119b1))

GUIDING QUESTIONS
Observe

e Where does the recording take place?

« Isthe recording taking place around the time of the events described or later? If later, how
much later?

o Is the content easy or difficult to understand because of vocabulary or accent?

o What does the recording relate, describe, or explain?

e What information about boomers, or white settlers, does this oral history provide?

Reflect

e Why do you think this oral history was captured? What might have been the purpose of
preserving this oral history? What evidence supports your theory?

e Does this oral history show clear bias? If so, towards what or whom? What evidence supports
your conclusion?

o What do you think the interviewer wanted the audience to think or feel about the subject or
topic of the oral history?

e What do you feel when listening to this oral history?

e What did you learn from this oral history? Does any new information you learned contradict
or support your prior knowledge about the topic of this image?

Compare & Contrast
o How does the representation of boomers or white settlers that this oral history describes

compare with the representations presented in the images? Are they more alike or unlike? In
what way(s)?
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Drawing by Albert Richter

\Q&' s e O AR A Y AeENonva wdudn g

Distributed through the TPS-Barat Teaching with Primary Sources Program | 847-574-2465
Find additional materials and resources at http://Barat-TPS.org and http://PrimarySourceNexus.org.




LIBRARY OF
CONGRESS

TEACHING
Ecﬁgﬂt]ﬂ- with PRIMARY
SOURCES
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PRIMARY SOURCES

Oklahoma newspapers in the Chronicling America Historical Newspaper Collection

Homestead Act, 1862

Dawes Act, 1887 (National Archives, includes secondary source summary)

Curtis Act, 1898 (Oklahoma State University Library)

SECONDARY SOURCES
Oklahoma Historical Society: Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History & Culture

Settlement Patterns

Indian Removal

Reconstruction Treaties

Indian Territory

Land Run, 1889

Organic Act, 1890

Dawes Commission

Curtis Act, 1898

Free Homes Act, 1900

Sequoyah Convention, 1905

Enabling Act, 1906

Statehood Movement
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http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsl&fileName=012/llsl012.db&recNum=423
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=50
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/vol1/html_files/SES0090B.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/S/SE024.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/I/IN015.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/R/RE001.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/I/IN018.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/L/LA014.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/O/OR004.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/D/DA018.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/C/CU006.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/F/FR013.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/S/SE021.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/E/EN001.html
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/encyclopedia/entries/S/ST025.html
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