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Every year, many of you cry out to us “Dear 
God, no more Shakespeare!” While others 
plead “I loved your Winter’s Tale, your 
Richard III. Please put on Midsummer. I beg 
you for a Twelfth Night.”  With Shakespeare 
In Love, the Purists and the Never Barders 
may unite to curse us with a plague on 
both our houses, but if they — and you — 
are someone who loves love, well then . . . 
Here is a love letter to romantic love, to the 
theatre, and to the rebellious, transgressive, 
mysterious, and glorious madness of both. 
Whether you keep Shakespeare close to 
your heart or far from it, we invite you to 
celebrate what he loved most: the stage, its 
players, poetry . . .  and a dog.

 
Zak Berkman, Producing Director

Welcome to  
Shakespeare in Love.



I’ve been really blessed to spend most of my career working on the plays of 

William Shakespeare. I believe his plays are foundational to Western culture. 

Love him or hate him, his influence is an essential part of our understanding 
of stories and storytelling. And I’ve had the privilege for the last six years of 

fostering a specific approach to his plays. I found that attempting to be in 
conversation with the principals of the theatre practices of Shakespeare’s 

time was a good starting place—not so much aesthetically, but logistically. 

For Shakespeare’s company, there was very little rehearsal. No designers. 

No director. They used scenery, props, and costumes from stock. Most of 

it was left to the actors. I wanted to take our 21st-century sensibilities and 

apply them to the limitations that Shakespeare was writing toward. It has 

been a pleasure to see the artists flourish under these circumstances and see 
Shakespeare’s world come alive in new and unexpected ways. 

I’ve always loved the idea of Shakespeare in Love. Tom Stoppard’s screenplay 

struck a chord with many theatremakers, as it felt like a valentine to the 

chaos of our work and a celebration of what it feels like to bring a play to life 

for the very first time. Watching those Elizabethans react to Romeo and Juliet 
is the exact kind of feeling I’ve been chasing my whole career. I believe the 

play attempts to wrestle with the questions of what are muses, and where 

does inspiration come from? How does our environment censure or support 

our big ideas? Can those ideas thrive in the face of oppression? Something 

was happening in Queen Elizabeth’s England that would change our world 
forever. So how do we put that on stage? My hope is that our production 

feels like it’s in dialogue with and in celebration of the movie, but on our 

terms—something that is closer to the world and limitations within which 

Shakespeare himself thrived.  

Lend me your ears
Matt Pfeiffer, Director



The man, the myth
William 6haNespeare remains one of the most influential writers of Western theatre, 
and his worNs have been pored over for generations, line by line and syllable by syllable. 
%ut for all of our analyzing of his writing, his life is still a compelling mystery. &ountless 
historians have devoted their lives to following thin threads of information and theories 
that might give us insight into how the %ard of 6tratford spent his days. What we do Nnow� 
6haNespeare was born in ���� to -ohn and 0ary $rden 6haNespeare. +e married ���year�
old $nne +athaway in ����, and they had three children, 6usanna, -udith, and +amnet. +e 
began maNing waves in London theatre around ���� and continued worNing before moving 
bacN to 6tratford permanently in ����. +e died in ���� of an unNnown illness. 

7hough we hunger for more details, 6haNespeare’s illusive biography has made for an 
attractive character for movies that imagine what his life might have been liNe, and for 
´fanfictionsµ by %ard devotees all over the globe. All Is True, Bill, and of course, Shakespeare 
In Love are among the most well�Nnown imaginings, lampoons, and, in the case of 
Shakespeare in Love, outright revisions of who 6haNespeare was and how he wrote the plays 
that enchant audiences today. 7hese accounts may not be historically accurate, but his 
plays reveal that 6haNespeare himself wasn’t too concerned with facts³especially if those 
facts might be getting in the way of a good story. 

Who’s adapting whom?
LiNe many writers of his day, 6haNespeare was churning out plays as TuicNly as possible, 
putting them up on the stage with a company of actors with little to no rehearsal, and 
then moving on to his ne[t proMect to Neep up with demand. )rom around ���� until 
����, 6haNespeare is believed to have penned at least �� plays³not to mention over 
��� sonnets and narrative poems attributed to him and the collaborations with other 
playwrights he’s liNely to have accomplished. 1eedless to say, the man was very busy.

%ut unliNe Will of Shakespeare In Love, the real 6haNespeare never wanted for sources of 
inspiration. 7hough some of his plays sprang from his own mind or from observing the 
world around him, the %ard was no stranger to adaptation and creative thievery.  

6ome of his most famous worNs liNe A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Hamlet were based on 
earlier pieces from other playwrights. $nd if he wasn’t borrowing from other playwrights, 
he was looNing to historians �Hollinshed’s Chronicles was his most loved source� and other 
poets, such as *iovanni %occaccio and *eoffrey &haucer. I bet you can guess what play 
$rthur %rooNe’s ���� narrative poem The Tragicall Hystorye of Romeus and Juliet inspired! 

)or 6haNespeare and his contemporaries, using ideas from other writers and reenvisioning 
what came before was common. 

$daptation is a rich theatrical practice that continues to e[ist today. We love to looN to the 
´classics,µ consider them through fresh eyes, and turn them inside out. 7oday’s playwrights 
and theatre artists are carrying out a legacy that started long ago, often using older 
narratives to articulate the comple[ities of the contemporary human e[perience. 

Alix Rosenfeld, Production Dramaturg
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IN APPRECIATION
Bluewire Video, a division of Swit Media LLC, is a creative advertising and video production 
company servicing the mid-Atlantic region. Commercials, videos, documentaries, TV 
broadcasts and live events - we provide professional work that helps you communicate 
effectively, defines your brand and produces results. Visit us at www.bluewirevideo.com.

Located in the heart of Great Valley, The Sonesta ES Suites Hotel is an all-suite property 
with all the services of a traditional hotel, but the feel of home. They are the ideal 
hotel, whether you are staying for one night, or for an extended stay. Their suites 
are unparalleled, with fully equipped kitchens, spacious living rooms and private 
bedrooms with bath. Visit them at www.sonesta.com/malvern or call 610-296-4343.

People’s Light operates under an agreement between the League of Resident Theatres and Actors’ 

Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in the United States. 

*Member, Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers.

THE CAST

Viola de Lesseps
Kit Marlowe, Ensemble
Queen Elizabeth I, Wabash, Ensemble
Henslowe, Ensemble
Lord Wessex, Ensemble
Richard Burbage, Ensemble
Edmund Tilney, Sir Robert de Lesseps,  
 Ensemble
Will Shakespeare
Musician, Ensemble
Fennyman, Ensemble
Sam, Ensemble
John Webster, Ensemble
Nurse, Ralph, Ensemble
Spot 
Ned Alleyn, Ensemble
Musician, Ensemble

Taysha Marie Canales*

Maboud Ebrahimzadeh*

Melanye Finister*

Dan Hodge*

Justin Jain*

Anthony Lawton*

Mark Lazar*

Jaime Maseda*

Rachel Massey

Stephen Novelli*

Pax Ressler

Bailey Roper

Mary Elizabeth Scallen*

%obby 6heffield  
Jahzeer Terrell

Justin Yoder

Relaxed Performance Sponsor    Devereux Advanced Behavioral Health

Time: 1593

Place: London, England

People’s Light thanks Nicole Sakowitz & Bill Pikounis for 
their extraordinary commitment to this production.

Individual Sponsors
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PROFILES

Marc Norman & Tom Stoppard Screenwriters
Tom Stoppard is a prolific writer for film, TV, radio, and the stage, with a career spanning 
almost seven decades. He has been honored with a CBE, received honorary doctorates from 
Oxford, Cambridge, and Yale, and was knighted in 1997. In the early 1990s, Stoppard 
co-wrote the screenplay for Shakespeare in Love with screenwriter Marc Norman. The film 
went on to receive seven Academy Awards, three Golden Globes, and three BAFTAs, and 
was subsequently adapted for the stage by Lee Hall.

Lee Hall Adaptor
Lee Hall writes adaptations, translations, and original scripts for film and stage. Some of his 
notable works include Billy Elliot: The Musical, Pride and Prejudice, Steven Spielberg’s War 
Horse, and most recently, Rocketman.

Matt Pfeiffer Director
He/him
People’s Light debut. Matt is a Philly born actor and director. Theatre Includes: Arden 
Theatre, Bristol Riverside Theatre, Philadelphia Theatre Company, Delaware Theatre 
Company, InterAct, Walnut Street Theatre, 1812 Productions, Lantern Theater Company, 
The Gulfshore Playhouse, Orlando Shakespeare Theatre, UArts, Villanova University, and 
21 seasons with the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival. Matt is a twelve-time Barrymore 
nominee, winning for his direction of The Whale and The Invisible Hand, both with Theatre 
Exile. He’s also a recipient of the F. Otto Haas Award.

Alex Bechtel Composer, Music Director, & Sound Designer
He/him
People’s Light: Musical pantos Sleeping Beauty (Composer/Lyricist), Cinderella (Tomcat), 
and Arthur and the Tale of the Red Dragon (Sir Kay). Theatre Includes: Arden Theatre, 
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival, 1812 Productions, Lightning Rod Special, Walnut 
Street Theatre, New Paradise Laboratories, Theatre Horizon, and more. He is the creator/
composer of The West, Philadelphia Nocturne, and Cheer Up Dostoevsky, composer of The 
Light Princess (Barrymore Awards for Original Music & Leading Actor in a Musical), and 
composer/lyricist/lead writer for Lightning Rod Special’s The Appointment (“Best of 2019” 
from The New York Times, TimeOut NY, and Vulture). Website: alexbechtel.com

Taysha Marie Canales Viola de Lesseps
She/her
People’s Light: Lydia Lubey in All My Sons, Ensemble in A Single Shard. 
Theatre Includes: Dance Nation, There, Dionysus Was Such A Nice Man, 
Romeo and Juliet, Passage, Passing Strange, Blood Wedding, When the 

Rain Stops Falling, An Octoroon, The Hard Problem (Wilma Theater); A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, La Bête, The Jungle Book, Wayside Stories From Wayside School (Arden Theatre); 
Moon Cave (Azuka Theatre); The Most Spectacularly Lamentable Trial of Miz Martha 
Washington, Slip/Shot (Flashpoint Theatre). Taysha is the 2018 F. Otto Haas Emerging 
Philadelphia Theater Artist Recipient. She is a Wilma HotHouse Company Member. 
Training: BFA in Acting (Arcadia University).
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Maboud Ebrahimzadeh Kit Marlowe, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night Time, Oslo, Small Mouth Sounds, The Book of Will, Bengal Tiger at 
the Baghdad Zoo (Round House Theatre); Murder on the Orient Express 

(Hartford Stage); Disgraced, Murder on the Orient Express (McCarter Theatre); Disgraced 
(Milwaukee Rep); The Invisible Hand (Theatre Exile, Barrymore Award for Outstanding Lead 
Actor); The Price (Arena Stage); Mockingbird (Kennedy Center); Henry IV 1, King John, 
Timon of Athens, Julius Caesar (Folger Theatre); Water by the Spoonful, Edgar & Annabel 
(Studio Theatre); The Container (Baltimore Center Stage); Oil, The Invisible Hand (Olney 
Theatre Center); The Pillowman, The Last Days of Judas Iscariot, Bobrauschenbergamerica, 
Scorched (Forum Theatre); Henry VI 1, Henry VI 2, Henry VI 3, Richard III, Love’s Labour’s 
Lost, Pericles, Taffety Punk. Film/Television Includes: Jessica Jones, Imperium.

Melanye Finister Queen Elizabeth I, Wabash, Ensemble
She/her
Company Member since 1991. People’s Light: Our Town, Skeleton Crew 
(Barrymore Award for Lead Actor) The Diary of Anne Frank, Project Dawn, 
The Matchmaker, All My Sons, Fences, The Winter’s Tale, Seven Guitars, 

The Return of Don Quixote, Six Characters in Search of an Author, Something You Did, 
Fabulation, and The Member of the Wedding. Theatre Includes: Wilma Theater, Arden 
Theatre Company, Flashpoint Theatre Company, InterAct Theatre Company, Philadelphia 
Theatre Company, Venture Theatre, Temple Theaters and Walnut Street Theatre. Training: 
BFA, Carnegie Mellon University. Melanye is a 2018 Lunt Fontanne Fellow, an artist and 
resident company member at People’s Light, a member of Wilma HotHouse, and a longtime 
supporter of PlayPenn.

Dan Hodge Henslowe, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: working with Arden Theatre 
Company, Walnut Street Theatre, the Wilma, InterAct, Theatre Exile, 
Delaware Theatre Company, Passage Theatre, Bristol Riverside Theatre, the 

Old Globe (San Diego), Primary Stages (New York), Bridge Street Theatre, and numerous 
Shakespeare Festivals. A co-founder of the Philadelphia Artists’ Collective, he has 
directed: Duchess of Malfi, Timon of Athens, Mary Stuart, and created his solo adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s The Rape of Lucrece. Barrymore awards: Outstanding Supporting Actor 
in a Play (Fair Maid of the West, 2015); Outstanding Leading Actor in a Play (Around the 
World in 80 Days, 2011); Best Ensemble in a Play (Glengarry Glen Ross, 2007). Training: 
MFA (The Old Globe in San Diego).

Justin Jain Lord Wessex, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light: Treasure Island (2007 & 2011), Aladdin, Gossamer. 
Theatre Includes: Justin Jain is a Wilma HotHouse Company member, 
previously appearing in Dance Nation, There, and Romeo & Juliet, among 

many others. Recent credits include Man of God and The Great Leap (2019 Barrymore 
for Outstanding Performance in a Play; InterAct), This is The Week That Is (1812 

PROFILES
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Productions), and Broccoli, Roosevelt, & Mr. House! (FringeArts) with his Barrymore 
nominated alt-comedy theatre company, The Berserker Residents. Additionally, he has 
performed Off-Broadway and with regional theaters including: Arden Theatre Company, 
Lantern Theatre, Azuka, FringeArts, Shakespeare in Clark Park, McCarter Theatre, 
Theatre Horizon, Passage Theatre, Milwaukee Rep, The Assembly in Edinburgh, ASU 
Gammage, and Ars Nova NYC. Upcoming: No Child at Arden Theatre Company.

Anthony Lawton Richard Burbage, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Twenty-seven years of acting in 
Philadelphia. Favorite roles include George in Of Mice and Men (Walnut 
Street Theatre), “man” in Brief Interviews with Hideous Men (1812 

Productions); and Friar Laurence in Romeo and Juliet (Arden Theatre). In 2005, Lawton 
received grants from the Independence Foundation and Philadelphia Theatre Initiative to 
write and develop The Foocy, which garnered five Barrymore nominations (including Best 
New Play). In 2016, his adaptation of The Light Princess (with music by Alex Bechtel) was 
nominated for 8 Barrymores, winning for Best Original Music. The Philadelphia City Paper 
named him the city’s “Best One-Man Theatre” for his solo productions of The Devil and Billy 
Markham, The Great Divorce, and The Screwtape Letters. Website: www.anthonylawtonactor.com

Mark Lazar Edmund Tilney, Sir Robert de Lesseps, Ensemble
He/him
Company Member since 1998. People’s Light: Recent favorites include 
Our Town, The Matchmaker, Sense and Sensibility, The Cherry Orchard, 
The Rainmaker, King Lear, The Foreigner, and all the Pantos. Theatre 

Includes: East Lynne Theatre (Zorro! and Nat Miller in Ah, Wilderness!); North Carolina 
Shakespeare Festival (12 seasons; 10 Christmas Carols as Ebenezer Scrooge), Madison 
Repertory Theatre (10 seasons; Founding Member), American Players Theatre, Milwaukee 
Rep and most of Wisconsin’s other professional theatres. Also: Charlotte Rep, Festival 
Stage of Winston-Salem, New American Theater, Cider Mill Playhouse and National Tours 
with Great American Children’s Theatre (Charlotte’s Web). Film/Television Includes: Frame 
of Mind, Folkbooks (PBS Award), Shake Rag Alley. Radio: Ebenezer Scrooge in Delaware 
Public Radio’s annual theatrical broadcast of A Christmas Carol. University of Wisconsin 
Dean’s List. 17 years professional Broadcaster, U.S. and International.

Jaime Maseda Will Shakespeare
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: A Room at the Flamingo Hotel 
(upcoming, Azuka), Indecent (Arden), The Appointment (Lightning Rod 
Special), The Gap (Azuka), A People and Breathe Smoke (Orbiter 3), 

HOLDEN (George & co.), Jean & Terry (Kelly Bond & Mel Krodman, FringeArts), Age & 
Beauty, part 2 (Miguel Gutierrez), Twelfth Night (Pig Iron). Barrymore Nominee for Outstanding 
Ensemble (The Appointment, 2019) and Supporting Performance (The Gap, 2018).

Rachel Massey Musician, Ensemble
She/her
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Indecent (Barrymore nomination, 
Outstanding Ensemble), Ragtime (Arden Theatre Company), Murder on 
the Orient Express (Resident Ensemble Players) Chess: The Musical (11th 

PROFILES
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Hour Theatre Company). Orchestras & Ensembles: Boston Philharmonic, Prometheus 
Chamber Orchestra. Training: Berklee School of Music, Longy School of Music, Denver 
University.

Stephen Novelli Fennyman, Ensemble
He/him
Company Member since 1974. People’s Light: Artistic Associate; Co-
Artistic Director 1993-1997; Associate Artistic Director 1997-2009. Actor: 
Hamlet, Sister Carrie, A Christmas Carol, Julius Caesar, Six Characters in 

Search of an Author, Legacy of Light, King Lear, The Winter’s Tale, How to Write a New 
Book for the Bible, Richard III, The Matchmaker, Morning’s at Seven, Romeo & Juliet: A 
Requiem, For Peter Pan on Her 70th Birthday. Director: Dutchman, Glengarry Glen Ross, 
Valley Song, Measure for Measure, Camping With Henry And Tom, Tuesdays with Morrie, 
The Mystery of Sherlock Holmes. Theatre Includes: The Beaux Stratagem (Barter Theatre), 
Philadelphia, Here I Come (Soho Rep), Rumors (Walnut Street Theatre), The Tempest 
(Arden Theatre), A Skull in Connemara (Lantern Theatre Company), Eurydice and Angels 
in America (Wilma Theater), Inherit The Wind (Bristol Riverside Theatre).

Pax Ressler Sam, Ensemble
They/them
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: performer and music director of 
This Is The Week That Is (1812 Productions), performer and composer 
for the Barrymore Award-winning Contradict This! A Birthday Funeral 

for Heroes (The Bearded Ladies Cabaret), composer and sound designer of CLICK 
(Simpatico Theatre), music supervisor of Mr. Burns (Wilma Theater), Viola in Twelfth 
Night (Shakespeare in Clark Park), collaborator and music guide for The Octopus and the 
Interview (Nichole Canuso Dance Company), Hollis in Road Show (11th Hour Theatre 
Company), co-creator of Art Isn’t Easy, a satirical video series about the trials and triumphs 
of being an artist. Senior Lecturer at the University of the Arts. Upcoming: music director 
and arranger for Tyndale Place (1812 Productions). Website: paxressler.com

Bailey Roper John Webster, Ensemble
They/them
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Off-Broadway: Galatea (WP 
Theater). Regional: Jess and Joe (upcoming, Tiny Dynamite); Tiny 
Beautiful Things (Arden Theatre Company); Whisper’s Gone (Theatre 

Exile); A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival); Twelfth Night 
(Shakespeare in Clark Park); The Last Door (Ethos Physical Theater/Orlando Fringe). 
Education: BFA – Acting (University of the Arts). Core Ensemble Member of Plant Me Here 
(2017-2018).  Bailey’s solo work and collaborative work with Elliott Arrick has been shown 
at Singe Carrot Theatre, Icebox Project Space, Vox Populi, Elsewhere Museum, Davinci Art 
Alliance, UNCG ArtTruck, DOTBiZ: Cranbrook Academy, and Genevieve’s house.

Mary Elizabeth Scallen Nurse, Ralph, Ensemble
She/her
Company member since 1991. People’s Light: Last seen as Lady 
Nottingham in Little Red Robin Hood, Wendy in For Peter Pan on Her 
70th Birthday, Big Gus the Rat in Cinderella, Charlotte in Moon Over 

Buffalo; serves as Artistic Associate, writer, project manager. Theatre Includes: Indecent 
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(Arden Theatre Company); Broads (1812 Productions); Silent Sky (East Lynne Theatre 
in Cape May, NJ). Also Bristol Riverside Theatre, Gretna Theatre, Juniper Productions, 
Lantern Theater Company, North Carolina Shakespeare Festival, Philadelphia 
Shakespeare Festival, PlayPenn, Weston Playhouse (VT), Wilma Theater. Other: 
Consults for FAIMER (Foundation for International Medical Education and Research) on 
faculty development and cross-cultural communication; coaches business, health, and 
education professionals in presentation skills. Training: BA in Psychology, BA in Theatre 
(University of Michigan), MFA in Acting (Temple University).

Bobby Sheffield Spot
He/him
People’s Light: For Peter Pan on Her 70th Birthday. Bobby “Big Legs” 
Sheffield is a proud Petite Basset Griffon Venden. During the week, Bobby 
enjoys his time at the theatre’s office howling a “good morning” as each and 

every staff member arrives for the day. At home, he enjoys wrestling with his young companions: 
Alden, age 6, and Johnny Grace, age 4 ½, who feeds him copious amounts of her breakfast.

Jahzeer Terrell Ned Alleyn, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: France in King Lear (Quintessence 
Theatre Group), Olga in Three Sisters Two (EgoPo Classic Theater), 
Cameron in Mary Rose (PAC), Sebastian in Twelfth Night (Pennsylvania 

Shakespeare Festival). Upcoming: Clitandre in Misanthrope (Lantern Theater). Training: 
BFA (The University of the Arts).

Justin Yoder Musician, Ensemble
He/him
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Ragtime, Indecent, Once 
(Barrymore nomination, Outstanding Ensemble), Fun Home, The 
Secret Garden, Passion (Arden Theatre Company); The Bridges of 

Madison County (Philadelphia Theatre Company); Murder on the Orient Express, 
Minor Fantastical Kingdoms, The Elephant Man (Delaware REP); A Period of Animate 
Existence (Pig Iron); Something Wicked This Way Comes (Delaware Theatre Company); 
Peaceable Kingdom (Orbiter 3); Lizzie (11th Hour); A New Brain, Into the Woods 
(Theatre Horizon). Film/Television Includes: Web series: Art Isn’t Easy. Film soundtracks: 
Black Christmas, The Informer, Hold the Dark. Upcoming: Music Director for Folk (Inis 
Nua Theatre Company). Training: M.M. (Temple University).

Charles T. Brastow Director of Production
He/him
Company Member since 1987. People’s Light: Director of Production since 2008, 
previously Resident Stage Manager for 15 years and Sound Designer for over 125 
Productions. Theatre Includes: Arena Stage, Arden Theatre, Primary Stages, Delaware 
Theatre Company, Philadelphia Shakespeare Company, PlayPenn, Nickelodeon. Training: 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania; MA in History (West Chester University of Pennsylvania).

Kate McSorley Fossner Stage Manager
She/her
Company Member since 2005. People’s Light: Little Red Robin Hood, Mud Row, Nina 
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Simone: Four Women, Cinderella (2018, 2013, 2008), Woody Sez: The Life & Music of 
Woody Guthrie, Romeo & Juliet: A Requiem, The Diary of Anne Frank, Aladdin (2017, 
2012), I and You, Sleeping Beauty, Ring of Fire, The Three Musketeers (2015, 2010), 
Stella and Lou, Biloxi Blues, Arthur and the Tale of the Red Dragon, Bach at Leipzig, Pride 
and Prejudice, Noises Off, Stargirl, Mister Hart and Mister Brown, A Wrinkle in Time, Of 
Mice and Men, Treasure Island, Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Stretch, Snow White, Doubt, 
The Persians, Six Characters in Search of an Author, Humble Boy, The Giver, Anne of Green 
Gables, Something You Did, The Foreigner, A Higher Place in Heaven. Theatre Includes: 
Bearded Ladies Cabaret, PlayPenn.

Lily Fossner Lighting Designer
She/her 
People’s Light: I Will Not Go Gently, Surviving Twin, The Road, Arthur and the Tale of the 
Red Dragon, Row After Row, The Winter’s Tale, The Persians, Mark Twain: Sacred Cows..., 
Kidnapped!, A Wrinkle in Time, Mr. Hart & Mr. Brown. Theatre Includes: Theatre Horizon, 
1812, The Lantern, RTC Westchester, Act2, WAM, TACT, Culture Project/Public Theatre, 
Prospect Theater Company, NYU/Grad Acting, Chautauqua Theater Company, Berkshire 
Theatre Group, Radio City Christmas Spectacular. Dance Includes: Nichole Canuso, Doug 
Varone & Dancers, Monica Bill Barnes & Company, Wideman/Davis Dance. Opera Includes: 
Juilliard Opera Theatre, Glimmerglass Festival. Training: MFA (NYU/Tisch). Website: 
lilyfossner.com

Olivera Gajic Costume Designer
She/her
People’s Light debut. Theatre Includes: Olivera has 150+ theater, opera, dance, and film 
productions to her credit. Among others: Salzburg Festival, Austria; Vineyard Theatre; 
Juilliard School; Here; Pig Iron; CSC; Lake Lucille; Talking Band, Two River; Arden; Trinity 
Rep and many other regional theaters. Olivera has been part of the US National Exhibit 
at the 2004 & 2007 Prague Quadrennial; Curtain Call: Celebrating a Century of Women 
Designing for Live Performance (Lincoln Center); Costume at the Turn of the Century 
(Moscow, Russia). Olivera is recipient of the 2004 NEA/TCG CDP for Designers, 2010 IT 
Award for Outstanding Costume Design, 2010 TDF/Irene Sharaff Young Master Award, 
2012 Barrymore Award for Outstanding Costume Design and recently 2014 Bessie Award 
Recipient for Outstanding Visual Design. USA-local829. Website: www.oliveragajic.com

Paige Hathaway Set Designer
She/her
People’s Light debut. Theater Includes: The Right to be Forgotten (Arena Stage), Matilda, 
Cinderella, Jerome Robbins’ Broadway, A Chorus Line (The Muny), A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream (Arden Theatre Company), Familiar (Woolly Mammoth), Me... Jane (Kennedy 
Center), The Curious Incident..., School Girls..., How I Learned to Drive, The Book of Will, 
Or (Round House Theatre) Sheltered, Talley’s Folly, Becoming Dr. Ruth, Everything is 
Illuminated (Theater J), Sweat (Asolo Rep), Escaped Alone, Ain’t Misbehavin’, John, The 
Gulf (Signature Theatre). Upcoming: A Streetcar Named Desire (Arden Theatre Company), 
The Humans (Olney Theatre Center) Becoming Dr. Ruth (Cincinnati Playhouse). Training: 
BFA in Scenic Design (University of Oklahoma), MFA in Scenic Design (University of 
Maryland). Website: www.paigehathawaydesign.com, Instagram @paigehathawaydesign.
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Melanie Julian  Dialect Coach
She/her
People’s Light: Project Dawn, Sweat. Theatre Includes: Work as a voice and dialect coach 
with theater companies throughout the Philadelphia region: Arden Theatre, Philadelphia 
Theater Company, Passage Theater, Theatre Exile, and Mauckingbird Theatre Company, 
among many others. As an actor she will next appear in EgoPo Classic Theater’s production 
of The Curse of the Starving Class. She has been a member of the full-time theater faculty 
at Temple University since 2008.

Eli Lynn Fight & Intimacy Choreographer
They/them
People’s Light: Such Things As Vampires. Theatre Includes: Fight credits: Everything is 
Wonderful (Philadelphia Theatre Company), Man of God (InterAct); An Iliad, Indecent 
(Arden); Hamlet, The Sea Voyage, ‘Tis Pity (Barrymore Nomination) (PAC), Tinker’s Wedding, 
Oliver (Quintessence), Moby Dick (Hedgerow), O War (Muhlenberg). Intimacy credits: Dance 
Nation (Wilma), Among The Dead, Completeness (Theatre Exile), The Wild Party, Psycho 
Beach Party (UArts), Fefu and Her Friends (West Chester Univ.), Circle Mirror Transformation 
(Arcadia Univ.). Eli has studied stage combat for over a decade, is a recognized Advanced 
Actor Combatant with 5 international stage combat organizations and assistant to Broadway 
Fight Masters Ian Rose and J. David Brimmer. They are also a Certified Intimacy Director 
with IDC (www.idcprofessionals.com) Website: www.EliKLynn.com

Alix Rosenfeld  Dramaturg
She/her
People’s Light: The Diary of Anne Frank. Theatre Includes: Regional and international work 
with such companies as the Brooklyn Academy of Music (BAM), the Eugene O’Neill Theater 
Center, and the Abbey Theatre in Dublin, Ireland. Recent credits include: Box Clever, Our 
Few and Evil Days, (Inis Nua Theatre Company), and The Merchant of Venice (Delaware 
Shakespeare). She is a contributing writer to HuffPost, HowlRound, and Broad Street 
Review and is a proud staff member of the Wilma Theater in Philadelphia. Training: B.A. in 
Drama from Vassar College, M.A. in Theatre from Villanova University.

Executive Leadership
Abigail Adams Executive Artistic Director
She/her
During her 44-year association with the Theatre, Abbey has directed more 
than sixty plays, including The Children, Our Town, For Peter Pan on her 
70th Birthday, Morning’s at Seven, Project Dawn, The Matchmaker, 

Auctioning the Ainsleys, How to Write a New Book for the Bible, The Cherry Orchard, 
The Rainmaker, The Trip to Bountiful, Dividing the Estate, Nathan the Wise, and In the 
Blood. She has directed readings and workshops of new plays for Playwrights Theatre of 
New Jersey, Circle Rep, New York Stage and Film, and the Public Theatre. Abbey served for 
ten years on the faculty of Swarthmore College and has also taught at New York University, 
Bryn Mawr College, Carnegie Mellon University, and The Shakespeare Festival in Stratford, 
Ontario. She holds an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from Ursinus College. She is 
married to Lee Devin.

PROFILES
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Zak Berkman Producing Director
He/him
Zak has been at People’s Light since 2011. He has over twenty-five years of 
experience producing theatre and developing new plays and musicals. Zak 
was Associate to Broadway producer Margo Lion, and the Founding Executive 

Director of Artistic Programming with the multiple-award-winning Epic Theatre Ensemble 
in New York City. Zak is a playwright, director, dramaturg, and former soap opera writer. His 
plays include The Harassment of Iris Malloy, Beauty on the Vine, and A Breath Short 
of Breathing. He is the co-author and co-composer of Such Things As Vampires. Zak has 
published articles on Howlround.com about the New Play Frontiers Residency & Commission 
program at People’s Light as well as other subjects. Zak is married to Teri Lamm. They have 
two sons, Eliot and Theo.

Erica Ezold Director of Finance
She/her
Erica joins People’s Light with over fifteen years of experience managing 
financial and administrative activities for non-profit and commercial theatre 
companies. Most recently, Erica served as General Manager for Pig Iron 

Theatre Company in Philadelphia. Prior to that, she lived in New York where she was 
an Associate General Manager and Company Manager for Broadway and Off-Broadway 
productions, including The Two Character Play, West Side Story (2009 revival), August: 
Osage County and Spalding Gray: Stories Left to Tell. Erica holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in Drama from New York University and a Master of Business Administration from Baruch 
College. She lives in Havertown with her husband and two sons, Calvin and Wesley.

Erin Sheffield General Manager & 
Shakespeare in Love choreographer
She/her
Erin has a fourteen-year history with People’s Light, beginning as an actor 
and teaching artist.  After twenty years with the Pennsylvania Shakespeare 

Festival as Education Director, Playwright, Director, Choreographer, Casting Director, and 
Actor and five years in Los Angeles teaching, Erin decided to move into arts administration.  
In 2016, Erin returned to People’s Light as the Executive Associate managing contracts, 
human resources, company management, and casting.  Erin also worked for Morgan 
Stanley with the Securitized Product Group in New York, gaining her financial and 
administrative bench strength. Erin holds a Bachelor of Arts in Acting and Directing from 
DeSales University, where she also taught.  Her Master of Fine Arts in Acting is from Case 
Western Reserve University and the Cleveland Play House. Erin lives in Malvern with her 
husband Bryan and their children, Alden and Johnny Grace.

PROFILES



18

People’s Light, one of the largest 
professional theatres in Pennsylvania, 
forges cultural and civic connections 
throughout our rapidly growing 
region. In the landscape of American 
regional theatres, we count ourselves 
among the few located outside of 
a metropolitan area. Our home in 
the heart of Chester County places 
us at a unique crossroads of rural, 
urban, and suburban populations. 
Throughout our year-round season, 
we produce contemporary plays, 
classics, new forms of music theatre, 
and original work. Beyond the stage, 
we host a wide array of cultural 
experiences and education programs 
that inspire meaningful engagement 
with, and sustained investment 
in and from, our surrounding 
communities.

The seven-acre campus at People’s 
Light features a restored, 18th-
century farmhouse, two black box 
performance spaces, scenic shops, 
classrooms, rehearsal space, picnic 
areas, and our administrative offices. 
We also serve as a local polling 
place. The farmhouse is home to our 
for-profit business: a premier event 
venue, The Farmhouse at People’s 
Light, and an onsite restaurant, 
the Bistro. 75,000 people visit 
our campus each year. Nowhere 
else in the region can patrons see 
exceptional theatre, attend a town-
hall discussion, have dinner with 
friends, take a class, celebrate a 
wedding, and cast a vote, all in one 
place.

Our ties are local, our reach 
is national. We surround our 
productions with activities that 
connect us with our neighbors, 
weaving the onstage work into the 
fabric of community life. We lead the 
nation in accessible theatre practices, 
and strive to create programs and 
performances that can be enjoyed by 
everyone. As part of a longstanding 
history of new work development, 
People’s Light commissions and 
produces world premiere plays, 
many of which go on to additional 
productions across the country. We 
established a nationally recognized 
model for locally inspired plays that 
aim to awaken a greater collective 
consciousness of our American 
experience.

about People’s Light

People’s Light is a member of the Theatre Communications Group, The League of Resident Theatres, 
American Arts Alliance, Theatre Trustees of America, The Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, and The 

Philadelphia Arts in Education Partnership. People’s Light is an equal opportunity employer.

What’s in a Name 
 
Our unusual name honors the past 
and embodies our aspirations. When 
our Theatre began in 1974, one of 
the founders ran a lighting design firm 
called People’s Light. Our fledgling 
company added “& Theatre” to the 
name. Shortly thereafter, we registered 
for 501 (c) 3 nonprofit status as, “The 
People’s Light & Theatre Company”, 
a moniker that carried us through 
four decades. Then during our 40th 
Anniversary Season in 2014, we 
dropped the “& Theatre” to reinforce 
our identity as a center for both cultural 
and civic exploration, and officially 
became People’s Light.

Twelfth Night, 2007.
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People’s Light, a cultural and civic center with theatre at its core, 
invites and creates opportunities for diverse communities to 

discover and celebrate our shared humanity.

Mission

SMOKING IS NOT PERMITTED IN OUR 
THEATRES.

THE USE OF CAMERAS, TAPE RECORDERS, 
CELLULAR PHONES, PAGERS is strictly 
prohibited in the theatre. Please ensure that 
your wristwatch alarm does not sound during 
a performance. 

LATECOMERS - People’s Light respectfully 
reminds you that in order not to disturb 
patrons already seated, latecomers will be 
seated in the first available seats when there 
is an appropriate pause in the performance. 
Patrons may then move to their original seats 
at intermission.

WEAPONS - All guns, weapons, or knives 
of any type, concealed or unconcealed, are 
prohibited at People’s Light. Anyone who fails 
to comply with this policy will be asked to 
immediately leave the property.

39 Conestoga Road
Malvern, Pa 19355
www.peopleslight.org

Box Office Hours
12pm-6pm M-F 
12pm-curtain on performance dates 
610.644.3500

For your information

IN CASE OF FIRE - Walk in a calm & orderly 
manner to the nearest exit.

FIRST AID - For first aid assistance, please contact 
the House Manager or nearest usher.

ACCESSIBILITY - Our theatres are fully accessible 
to individuals with disabilities and include 
wheelchair seating. Please notify the box office 
in advance. Accessible parking is available near 
the entrance to the buildings. We offer assistive 
listening devices and Smart Caption Glasses in 
both spaces. Please see the Box Office to request 
a device.

RESTROOMS - Patrons may use whichever restroom 
they are most comfortable in, and caregivers may 
enter any restroom to provide assistance.

People’s Light does not tolerate harassment on our 
campus. If you are made to feel unsafe, please 
speak to the House Manager.

Twelfth Night, 2007.
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STAFF
Executive Artistic Director
 ABIGAIL ADAMS*
Producing Director 
 ZAK BERKMAN*
Director of Finance 
ERICA EZOLD

General Manager 
ERIN SHEFFIELD

ARTISTIC & EDUCATION
Director of Education and 
Civic Practice

 KATHRYN MORONEY
Resident Teaching Artist
 NADIRA BEARD*
Education Assistant
 NICOLE DVORIN
Resident Dramaturg
 GINA PISASALE*
Co-Founder/Guest Director
 KEN MARINI*
Artistic Associates
 PETER DELAURIER* 
MARY ELIZABETH  
  SCALLEN*

 STEPHEN NOVELLI*
 KATHRYN PETERSEN*
New Play Frontiers 
Commissioned Writers

 EISA DAVIS
 SANJIT DE SILVA
 JAMES IJAMES
 DEEPA PUROHIT 
LAURA SCHELLHARDT 

Adaptation Commission 
JOSEPH HANREDDY

Panto Commission  
ALEX BECHTEL

 JEN CHILDS

ADMINISTRATION
Director of IT & Data 
Insight

 MATTHEW LAZORWITZ
Senior Accountant  
& Benefit Specialist

 SUE SHEA

Accounting Manager 
SHREEDA PATEL

Accounting Associates
 JIM ANDERSON 
CATHERINE KILBURN

Administrative Consultant  
GRACE GRILLET

Administrative  
& IT Assistant

 GERI NONNEWITZ
Company Manager  
MOLLY JO GIFFORD

PATRON EXPERIENCE
Director of Patron 
Experience 

 LEIGH JACKSON 
Director of Ticketing  
and Sales

 EVE TROJANOV
Front of House Manager 
CAMILLE O’CONNOR

Senior Patron Experience 
Representative  
AMELIA COUDERC+

Patron Experience 
Representatives

 DANIELLE BROWN 
CASSANDRA CLAIR+  
OLIVIA DIIORIO 
MARY ELKS  
JULIA FRANCO  
ZOE GOLDBERG

 RACHEL JACOBY+

 DIANNE MACRIDES 
MARK MARANO+  
ELISA MUZZILLO 
CAROL O’BRIEN  
ROBYN PRICE  
JESSICA REAGAN+

 VAL SCHMIDT 
ABIGAIL SCOTT 
MARK WHEELER

 BRANDES YENCHICK 
CHRIS YINGLING

Subscription Sales
 DAVE CLEMENS 
MICHELL MULDOON

AUDIENCE ENGAGEMENT/
COMMUNICATIONS

Director of Marketing  
& Communications

 ROSEMARY DEVINE 
Director of Digital Media  
& Graphic Design

 TORI HARVEY 
Marketing Manager 
LEVI GRAY

DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development
 JANE P. MOSS
Development Manager
 JENNIFER MULLEN
Development Operations 
Coordinator

 MEGAN LEA
Philanthropy Partner
 ERIN RILEY
Manager of Special Events 
MICHELLE JOHNSON

Development Assistant
 VYN DAVIS
COMMUNITY INVESTMENT
Director of Community 
Investment

 MARCIE BRAMUCCI
Group Sales Associate
 KELLY BENEDICT 
PRODUCTION
Director of Production
 CHARLES T. BRASTOW*
Technical Director
 JOSEPH FRANZ
Assistant Technical Director
 DYLAN JAMISON
Shop Foreman 
ERIC LANG

Scenic Charge 
KATE COOTS

Properties Master
 SARAH PIERCE
Assistant Properties Master
 ABIGAIL CAIN

Master Electrician  
GREGORY SCOTT  
   MILLER

Assistant Master Electrician 
MELISSA DEMBSKI- 
   SULLIVAN

Sound Engineer  
BRENT HOYER 

Costume Shop Manager
 JENNIFER POVISH
Cutter/Draper
 LEIGH PARADISE 
Costume Shop Assistant 
MEGAN ROSE

Wardrobe Manager
 JEAN SWALM
Stage Manager
 KATE MCSORLEY  
   FOSSNER*

Production Associates 
KAT LARSON

 ALEXIS WELLS
Production Technician
 JOHN GRIFFITH JR.
OPERATIONS
Facilities
 STEPHEN BARNAIK
Landscaping
 PENNSYLVANIA LANDSCAPE 
MANAGEMENT

THE FARMHOUSE & BISTRO
Director of Farmhouse and 
Bistro Operations

 RICHARD D. PORTNEY
Farmhouse Sales and  
Event Manager

 DAWN KOLLER 
House Steward 
NICK BERGERON 

Executive Chef
 SCOTT BURNS
Sous Chef
 JORGE MEZA CASTRO

* Member of Resident Ensemble
+ Assistant House Manager

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE 
PRODUCTION STAFF
ERIC AGSTEN
LAURA BARRON
BEATRICE CHENKEN
JULIA FRANCO
MARLA JURGLANIS
JORDAN MATTES
SUSAN MCKEY
MINOU POURSHARIARTI
CARLY WATSON
KATIE YAMAGUCHI
WIG DESIGN
J. JARED JANAS
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THE LEGACY CIRCLE
It is with gratitude and pride that People’s Light recognizes the members of the Legacy Circle at People’s Light. 
These forward-thinking individuals have informed us that the Theatre is included in their estate plans. For more 
information about joining the Legacy Circle and helping to secure the future of People’s Light with a planned gift, 
please contact Jane Moss, Director of Development, at 610-647-1900 x102 or moss@peopleslight.org or Grace 
Grillet at x122 or grillet@peopleslight.org. There is also information available at http://peopleslight.org/legacycircle

Abigail Adams and Lee Devin
Gladys Black*
Rebecca H. Bradbeer
Dr. Maria Cuddy-Casey and  

Mr. Thomas Casey
Grace E. Grillet
Estate of Alexandra Hawkins*

Dr. Deane Lappin
Anne M. Congdon and  

Dr. Don LaRossa*
Ms. Ruth Hauptfuhrur Lott
Patrick and Janietta Lusk
Gwynne McDevitt
Sam S. McKeel

Katherine H. and F. William 
McNabb

Robin and Jonathan Moll
FM and David Mooberry*
Ken and Moira Mumma
Tony and Joyce Ring
Michael Smith and  

Amy Smith-Moniz

Mr. and Mrs. L. Frederick 
Sutherland

Joan and William* Walkup
Hon. and Mrs. Tom Watkins
Deborah Holt Weil
Tina and Ken Witek

*In Remembrance

THE SPOTLIGHT SOCIETY
The Spotlight Society is comprised of individuals who support People’s Light with gifts of $1,000 or more. We are 
deeply grateful to everyone listed below for their generosity toward and their belief in People’s Light and its future. 
Spotlight Society members enjoy a number of exclusive benefits that provide rich behind-the-scenes experiences of 
the Theatre and its programs. If you are interested in learning more about The Spotlight Society, contact Jane Moss 
at 610-647-1900, ext.102. To make an online donation, visit PeoplesLight.org and click on Support Us.

TRAILBLAZER
Estate of Gladys M. Black
Anne M. Congdon
Kathy and Chris Gubanich
Patrick and Janietta Lusk
Katherine and William McNabb
The FM and Dave Mooberry Fund
The June Corey and Richard O. 

Smith Charitable Lead Unitrust
Mr. and Mrs. L. Frederick 

Sutherland
Deborah Holt Weil
Wyncote Foundation

PARTNER
Anonymous
John and Tracy Abercrombie
Barbara Austell
Mr. Marc and Dr. Evelyn Duvivier
Mrs. W. Perry Gresh
Kenneth R. Hamm
Ken and Moira Mumma
John and Sarah Schmader
Penelope and Thomas Watkins

CHAMPION
Anonymous
David and Diane Bishop
Rebecca H. Bradbeer
Larry and Pat Brotzge
Brian and Lucy Doerner
Sam McKeel
Jessie Mooberry
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin R. 

Neilson
Nicole Sakowitz and Bill Pikounis
Hope Rosenlund
Sylvia Louise and James Ryland
Michael Smith and Amy Smith-

Moniz
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Spellman
Don and Nancy Weaver

AMBASSADOR
Ann Sullivan and Alice L. 

Bartmer
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Berkman
Bill and Laura Buck
Bob and Cheryl Carfagno
Tom and Michelle Garg
The Frederick and Colette B. 

Heldring Charitable Fund

L. Stockton Illoway and Eleanor 
Morris Illoway

Robin and Jonathan Moll
Joan Walkup

ADVOCATE
Anonymous
Jim and Janet Averill
Eleanor and James Barkley
Peter A. Benoliel and Willo Carey
Michael and Clairellen Catalano-

Johnson
Barbara R. Cobb
Steve and Sarah Connelly
Michael and Emme Daley
William Gross and Jan Clarke
Kenneth and Irene Hill
Rita and Keith Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Ludington
The John and Shirley Nash 

Foundation
Graham Smith and Audrey Brown

SUPPORTER
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Jeb Barth
Nancy and Richard Bevan

Robert and Elaine Bielski
Elia D. Buck
Diane M. Disney, Ph.D.
Emilio Emini and Janet Skidmore
Shannon and Ted Farmer
Melissa and Greg Gonville
Jane and Sean Hagerty
Mrs. Mary E. Heiser
Sassan Hejazi and Yassmin 

Gramian
Kate Holzle
Lewis B. Kinter and Terry 

Timberlake-Kinter
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Klein
Jeff Lewis and Mary Ann Rossi
Sally and Eric Loken
Jim and Ellen Lutz
Dwight and Christina McCawley
Doug Myers and Kim Brosnan-

Myers
Alexander and Marianne Nikas
Mo and Debra Paknejad
Keith Pension
Pam and Lawrence Phelan
Tony and Joyce Ring
Joan Stanley Volkert

List complete as of January 31, 2020.

BOARD AND COMPANY
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Kenneth B. Mumma, 

President
Katherine H. McNabb,  

Vice President
Jeffrey B. McGroarty, 

Treasurer
Kathleen C. Gubanich, 

Secretary
Abigail Adams
Barbara Austell
Jeb Barth
Diane Bishop
Brian D. Doerner
Kenneth R. Hamm
Heather Hoyt
Thomas H. Johantgen
Patrick D. Lusk
Mo Paknejad
Gina Pisasale
Romona Riscoe Benson
James Ryland
Nicole Sakowitz
John S. Schmader

Michael Smith
Sarah Laureene Snyder
John E. Spellman
L. Frederick Sutherland
Karin B. Takiff
DJ Thornton
HONORARY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES
Hal Real, Chair
Earl M. Baker
William C. Buck
Sally S. Bullard
Anne M. Congdon
Carole Haas Gravagno
Leonard C. Haas
Kenneth D. Hill 
Josephine Klein
Sam S. McKeel
Benjamin R. Neilson
Marilyn Steinbright
Penelope P. Watkins

COMPANY OF ARTISTS
Abigail Adams
Nadira Beard
Carla Belver
Kevin Bergen
Zak Berkman
David Bradley
Charles T. Brastow
Audrey M. Brown 
Christopher Colucci
Alda Cortese
Russell Davis
Peter DeLaurier
Lee Devin
Elizabeth Webster Duke
Melanye Finister
Kate McSorley Fossner
Leonard C. Haas
Saige Hassler 
David Ingram
Claire Inie-Richards 
Marla J. Jurglanis
Andrew Kane
Teri Lamm 

Mark Lazar
Larry Malvern 
Ken Marini
Rosemarie McKelvey
Susan McKey
Aubie Merrylees
Paul Meshejian
Christopher Patrick Mullen
Stephen Novelli
Dennis Parichy
Kathryn Petersen
Gina Pisasale 
Pete Pryor
James F. Pyne, Jr.
Samantha Reading
Marcia Saunders
Mary Elizabeth Scallen
Cathy Simpson
Graham Smith
Tom Teti
Greg Wood
Julianna Zinkel

List complete as of January 31, 2020
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CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
$25,000 and Above
The Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation
The Arcadia Foundation
Edgerton Foundation
Hamilton Family Charitable Trust
The Horace W. Goldsmith 

Foundation
The Marshall-Reynolds 

Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts
Pennsylvania Council on the Arts
PECO
Pew Center for Arts and Heritage
PNC Arts Alive
The Shubert Foundation
William Penn Foundation
Woodward McCoach, Inc.

$10,000–$24,999
The 1830 Family Foundation
CHUBB
Connelly Foundation
Customers Bank
DNB First
Independence Foundation
The Harold and Mimi Steinberg 

Charitable Trust
Vanguard Group Foundation

Voya Financial
Voya Foundation
West Chester LLC

$5,000–$9,999
Brightview Senior of Living 

of Devon
National New Play Network
Philadelphia Insurance 

Companies

MEMBERS AND DONORS
We are deeply grateful to the following individuals for their generous financial support of People’s Light. Benefactors, Patrons 
and Friends enjoy a number of wonderful benefits, including ticket discounts and special opportunities. If you would like 
to learn more about the benefits available to you as a donor, please contact Jennifer Mullen at 610-647-1900, ext. 115 or 
mullen@peopleslight.org. To make an online donation, visit PeoplesLight.org and click on Support Us.
BENEFACTOR
Anonymous (2)
Stella Bates
Marilyn B. Benoit, MD
Pauline Lewin and Robert Broberg
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Buck III
Gregory Coleman
Janis Dardaris
Ron Davis
Nancy and Dick Eales
Laura and Anthony Fiorenza
John R. Fish/Eagle Eye Associates
Karin Takiff and John Franck
Mark Garvin
Carl and Ann Gersbach
Bob Haver
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hill
Melanye Finister and David Ingram
Thomas Johantgen and Leslie Roy
David G. and Sallie B. Jones
Christine Kanter
Debra Kratzer
Wanda and Donald Lamm
Richard Feynman
Eliza Lewis
Perrett Family Fund of The 

Philadelphia Foundation
In memoriam - William Lyster May
Jay and Sue Meloy
Paul Nemeth and Jean Flood
Joe O’Bryan
Shirley Pitcairn
Bill and Bobbie Potsic
James and Natalie Price
Hal Real and Anne Sheppard
Lawrence and Phyllis Sager
James M. Savage
A. Roy Smith
James L. Smith
Valerie Smith
Sarah Laureene Snyder
In Memory of Roy H. Stahl, Esq
Margot Sullivan
Summers Family
Maureen A. Thompson
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Underwood
Joan Vaughan
Anne Ward
Nan Lynne Ward
Jean and Jim Wilson
Michael and Carolyn Young
Jean G. Zeien

PATRON
Anonymous (5)
Judy Salzer
Marvin and Kathryn Andersen
Charles L. Arnao and Dr. Rosemary 

Watt
Thomas and Patricia Bierl
Kevin and Kristine Boettcher
Wes and Annette Bowers
Earle and Yvette Bradford
Hans and Wendy Buitendijk
Tim and Mercedes Case
Christine and Taylor Casey
Sarah L. Caspar
Mr. and Mrs. John Corbett
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Craven Jr.

Karen Y. Cromley
Gilbert and Valerie Cullen
Neil and Betsey Cullen
Lenora Dame
Victoria B. Damiani
Bonnie Davis
Nancy B. Davis
Bob and Pam DiFilippo
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Donley
In Memory of Al and Jackie Bullock
Epstein Family Charitable Trust
Jeff and Lyn Evans
Ruth and Ed Fackenthal
Joan and Ryan Forry
Terry and Frank Foster
Phil and Joan Fredricks
Issy and John Gallen
Ken George
Carolyn and Edward Gilardi
Isabel Giordano
The Bruce and Adele Greenfield 

Foundation
Judy Guise
The Gutsch Family
Liz and Ronald Harmon
Sharon Harris
Barbara and Richard Heller
Mr. and Mrs. Leonid Hrebien
Ann Ingram
Pete Jakubowski
Lee and Sheri Kentner
Melissa Kobelin
Charles and Sandra Koenig
Mary Ladd
Betsy and Bob Legnini
In Memory of Paul J. Levine
Howard and Elisa Lewis
Paul and Kathleen MacMurray
Edward and Priscilla MacNeal
Sue and Thomas Markley
Lorraine and Larry McClain
Gwynne McDevitt
Bernadette Manning and Arthur 

Melnick
Ronald Mintz
Joan and James Moore
Patrick and Susan Moran
Richard W. Moyer
Susan and Dave Norris
Brenda J. Oliphant
Jean and Peter Oraschewksy
Nicholas and Edwina Patruno
Joanna and Kenneth Phelan
Vasanth Prabhu
Alfred Rasch/DishFunctional
Betty and Al Reading
Marcia Salvatore
Peter and Terri Silvester
Mr. and Mrs. Bradford Smith III
Mr. Robert C. Smith Jr. and Ms. 

Patricia Rocap
Edward and Robin Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. C.M. Story III
Denise and Barton VanValkenburgh
Barb and Jim Wakefield
Inger Wallin
Bruce and Judy Weintraub
Audrey and Peter Wilding
Ken and Tina Witek

Minturn Wright
John and Kirsten Yasneski

FRIEND
Anonymous (13)
Duncan and Fiona Allison
Dr. Donald Bakove and Margaret G. 

McLaughlin
In Memory of Mary M. Brion
Steven and Lisa Baxter
Tom and Carol Beam
Chuck and Nancy Benedict
Bill Benton and Margaret Perryman
In Honor of Gregory Rowe
Allen Bonner and Carol Buettger
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Boyce
Karen Brofee
Friend
Susan and Stephen D. Brown
The Bullotta Family
Anne and McBee Butcher
Betty and Kevin Casey
Dr. Maria Cuddy-Casey and Mr. 

Thomas Casey
Marcy and James Chartrand
Dr. Joseph J. Cicala and Dr. Joanne 

C. Conlon
Darlene Clapp
Rosemarie and John Cleaver
Jayme and Bryan Colket
Donald H. Cook, M.D.
Patricia and Bob Corado
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald T. Davis
Richard and Anne De Francesco
Deb and Edward Dickinson
Patricia D’Innocenzo
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. DiPuppo
Jeffrey and Nancy Dore
Lisa Dorsey
Val and Bob Downing
Dr. and Mrs. Bradley J. Dyer
Kenneth and Evelyn Easter
Peggy and Joe Ewing
Alice and Robert Fanelli
Phyllis M. Fear
Robert and Gail Foti
Matthew Frey and Donna Pironti
Larry and Bonnie Fuller
Carol Napierkowski and Angelo 

Gadaleto
Jean and Doug Gessl
Janet M. Lis and Jerry M. Gonzales
Bob Graham and Sandi Kwisz
The Guistwhite Family
Dr. and Mrs. Hendrick F. Hameka
Nancy Hansen
Richard and Anne Harris
Joan Harrison
Robbe Healey
Leslie C. Hempling
Tom and Sharon Higgins
Lois V. Hill
Tom and Sheila Hinkle
Karen and Mark Hite
Frances Hoekstra
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Holt Jr.
Mary Alice and Ian James
Leslie Wright Jones
Valerie M Jones

Anthony and Regina Jurewicz
Debbie M. Kandebo
In Memory of John Stedman
Caroline R. Kemmerer
Charles and Charline Kitson
Harriet Ravdin and Greg Kleiber
Mr. and Mrs. David Linton
Mr. and Mrs. Donald G. Littlewood
Alice B. Long
Tom and Donna Loyle
Clare and Jim Mackie
Karen and David Mainhart
Jim and Cheryl Marple
Taryl and Clyde McKee
Steve and Margee Michaels
Obie Mild
Jacqueline and Aaron Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Savas Ozatalay
Dennis and Adriana Park
Bill Patten
Mr. and Mrs. William Pentz
Sabine Persenaire
David Phelan
Kay and Edward Philipps
Richard and Debbie Phillips
Clemens and Claudia Pietzner
Thomas and Patricia Platt
Eugene and Laura Poppel
Beverly and Jerry Potter
Drs. Scott and Suzanne Pugh
Mr. Paul Rabe and Dr. Cheryl 

Gunter
Robin M. Ratliff
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Rawdin
Mary Jo Reilly
Peter and Denise Rittenhouse
Karyn L. Scher
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Schmidt
Ray Schneider and Donna Debs
William and Linda Seybold
Craig Sheetz
Bob and Susan Shenkin
Joan and Richard Shusterman
Carl and Elizabeth Siewert
Mary Rose Smochek
Fay and John Snyder
Patricia Spampinato
Pamela Rootenberg and David 

Springer
Susan Stedman
The Stillman Family
Rosalie Phipps and Craig Stock
In Memory of Mr. Harvey M. 

Mumma
Jean and Steve Thomas
Carol and Steve Trojanov
Caroline L. and Lloyd A. Unger III
Jim and Lou Anne Vike
Ron and Pat Vogrin
Martin Warner and Paula Dale
Everett and Shirley Warren
Peggy and Larry Way
Glenn and Nancy Wenger
John and Donna Wetzel
Drake and Sandy Williams
Bertram Wolfson
Paul and Marcia Woodruff
Mike Wyatt
Mark and Karene Zimmerman

List complete as of January 31, 2020

Due to space limitations, we are unable to list the hundreds of donors who contribute gifts of $1 - $124. Many, many thanks to these generous supporters.
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In Honor of Katie and Bill McNabb
Barbara Austell
Eleanor and James Barkley
Barley Snyder
Jeb and Colleen Barth
Elizabeth Bennett
David and Diane Bishop
Rebecca H. Bradbeer
Brightview Senior Living of Devon
Bill and Laura Buck
Doug and Elizabeth Caskey
CHUBB
Barbara R. Cobb
Anne M. Congdon
Tom and Paula Corcoran
CTDI
Hal and Eleanor Davis
Nancy B. Davis
Kitty and Bob DeMento
Diane M. Disney, Ph.D.
Grace E. Grillet and Richard Eagan

Eagle Eye Associates
Susan and George Evans
Julie and Ritson Ferguson
Angela Francesco
Karin Takiff and John Franck
Jennifer A. Yue DDS Family and 

Cosmetic Dentistry
Kirk and Sandi Gorman
Mrs. W. Perry Gresh
Kathy and Chris Gubanich
Carole Haas Gravagno
Sassan Hejazi and Yassmin Gramian
Bob Hoyt
Tayo and Ade Ibikunle
J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Julie Kaewert
Rita and Keith Kaplan
Kenefic Search LLC
Dave Kille
Robert and Patt Kirkpatrick
Betsy and Bob Legnini

Patrick and Janietta Lusk
McCausland Keen + Buckman
Sally Marley
Mr. Fred Massanova
Gwynne McDevitt
McGriff Insurance Services
Jeffrey and Darcy McGroarty
Katie and Bill McNabb
Robin and Jonathan Moll
Kay Moon
Ken and Moira Mumma
O’Hagan Meyer
Dr. Louisa O’Neal and Dr. Harvey 

Kushner
Mo and Debra Paknejad
PECO
Keith Pension
Bill Pikounis and Nicole Sakowitz
PNC Bank
Daniel T. Rubino, M.D.
Sylvia Louise and James Ryland

John and Sarah Schmader
Sedgwick
Michael Smith and Amy Smith-Moniz
Sarah Laureene Snyder
Dr. and Mrs. John E. Spellman
Laurel and Stephen Spielberg
Susan Stedman
Robert and Marla Sullivan
Fred and Barbara Sutherland
Tim Neely Creative
Francis VanKirk
Penelope and Thomas Watkins
Don and Nancy Weaver
Mary Webb
Deborah Holt Weil
WSFS Bank
Wyncote Foundation
James and Debora Zug

Thank you to our special event sponsors. To learn more about our upcoming events and how you can get involved, contact Jane 
Moss at (610) 647-1900 ext.102 or moss@peopleslight.org.

MATCHING GIFTS

The Boeing Company
Exelon Foundation
FMC Corporation
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation 

Johnson & Johnson Family of 
Companies

JPMorgan Chase
Mastercard

Merck Partnership for Giving 
Prudential
Susquehanna International Group, 

LLP

The Vanguard Group Foundation
Voya Foundation

Does your company provide a match for your charitable contributions? If so, you could double or triple your gift to People’s 
Light. Ask your company today!

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS AND GOVERNMENT AGENCIES

List complete as of January 31, 2019.

List complete as of January 31, 2020

2455 Yellow Springs Road 
Malvern, PA 19355 

610-296-9006 
www.CedarHollowInn.comRestaurant & Bar

ITEM SPONSORS
Dot: Lynn & Lisa – Oreo Cookies; Anonymous – Christmas Tree; Dwight & Jennifer Edwards – Wigs
Little Red Robin Hood: Bert & Val Cullen – Lady Nottingham Costume; The Antonacci Family – Candy; Anonymous – Dame 
Eyelashes; Nancy Jeffreys – Dame Eyelashes; Diane DiSandro – Red Cape & Arrows; Maddie Miller, Logan Miller, Annabelle 
Miller, Lucas Wendt, Miles Wendt, & Lucy Miller – Arrows; Victoria M. Robinson & Stephen A. Shalet – Arrows
Shakespeare in Love: Diane M. Disney, Ph.D – Queen’s Headpiece, Will Keech – Will’s Quill, Sherry Pomelear – Glo-Tape

Whole Foods Market
WSFS Bank

$2,500–$4,999
Andrea Mills Barbieri Foundation
Devereux Advanced Behavorial 

Health

Ethel Sergeant Clark Smith 
Memorial Fund

Indepedence Public Media 
Foundation

J.P. Mascaro & Sons
Victory Foundation Award 

for Outstanding Theatre 
Education Program

West Pharmaceutical Services

$1,500–$2,499
Charlotte Cushman Foundation
Citizens for the Arts in 

Pennsylvania
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
East Whiteland Township

$1,000–$1,499
First Priority Bank

$500–$999
Actors’ Equity Foundation Inc.


