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MAXWELL HEIGHTS                       
DAILY SCHEDULE

Warning bell at 9:25 am, classes start at 9:30 am
*Please note times are subject to change, depending on possible COVID 

restrictions*

Period 1 Class 9:30 to 10:45

Period 2 Class 10:45 to12:00

Lunch 12:00-1:00

Period 3 Class 1:00 – 2:15

Period 4 Class 2:15 to 3:30

Students are expected to be out of the building by 3:40pm, unless 
they are under the direct supervision of an adult – ie. Sports, clubs, 
extra help, etc. 



ABOUT HIGH SCHOOL

•Each course is worth one credit

•Maxwell Heights SS is on a semester system

•Semester One runs from August to the end of  January

•Semester Two runs from February to June

•4 credits are taken each semester 

•There will be formal exams at the end of each semester

•Maxwell is on a modified school year calendar



DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS

• 30 Credits
• 18 Compulsory Credits

• 12 Elective Credits

• Community Involvement  - 40 hours
• Volunteer hours can begin in July before the start of grade 9

• Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT)
• Written in grade 10



THE ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL DIPLOMA
(OSSD)

Total of 30 credits

18 compulsory credits

•4 English (1 credit per grade)

•3 Mathematics (at least 1 in                              
Grade 11 or 12)

•2 Science

•1 Canadian Geography

•1 Canadian History

•1 French as a Second Language

•1 Art (instrumental music, vocal music,  
drama, visual art, dance)

•1 Physical and Health Education

•.5 Civics + .5 Careers

•1 English or French or Native Language or 
Classical or International Language or Social 
Sciences and Humanities or Canadian and 
World Studies or Guidance or Co-op

•1 Physical and Health Education or Arts or 
Business Studies or Co-op

•1 Science (Grade 11 or 12) or Technological 
Education , Computer Science                                        
or Co-op



COURSE CODES

ENG 1  P 1
This letter identifies the 
stream/destination. 

D= Academic P= Applied

L= Locally Developed   O=Open

Indicates grade level 1 = grade 9

A= Arts                                                                                                                      B= Business

C= Canadian & World 
Studies

E= English

F= French G= Guidance

H= Humanities & Social 
Sciences

L= International Languages

M= Mathematics P=Physical Education

S= Sciences T= Technology



CHOOSING THE DELIVERY 
MODEL 

FOR YOUR COURSES
• For the 2021- 2022 school year students and families 

will have the choice of selecting from the following 
two types of delivery models:

• Face-to-Face In Person Classes: 
• (Course codes end in a 1)
• Students will attend Maxwell Heights each 

day for their classes

• Synchronous, On-line Classes: 
• (Course codes end in a N)
• Students will attend classes that are led by a 

teacher during the regular school day



SELECTING FACE-TO-FACE OR 
ON-LINE COURSES 

• Students will need to select all of their courses in 
one type of delivery

• Students may not have a combination of Face-to-
Face and On-Line courses

• Once students select their courses, they will not be 
permitted to change their delivery type

• On-Line courses may be selected from the listing of 
Synchronous On-Line courses in My Blueprint



GRADE 9 PROGRAM

6 Compulsory Subjects

+ 

2 Elective Subjects       

8 Courses



GRADE 9 COMPULSORY COURSES

Subject Area De-streamed 
Level

Academic 
Level

Applied 
Level

Locally 
Developed 

Level

Open Level

Canadian 
Geography

CGC1D1/N CGC1P1/N

English ENG1D1/N ENG1P1/N ENG1L1/N

French FSF1D1/N FSF1P1/N/N

Mathematics MTH1W1/N MAT1L1/N

Physical 
Education

PPL1O3 / N 
- male

PPL1O4  / N 
– female

Science SNC1D1/N SNC1P1/N SNC1L1/N



CHOOSING THE LEVELS FOR YOUR 
COURSES

MATH
• Math will be offered at the de-streamed and locally 

developed levels next year

• De-streamed is a merging of the academic and applied levels

• Grade 9 de-streamed math provides the prerequisite for any 
level math in Grade 10

ENGLISH AND SCIENCE
• Both of these subject will be offered at the applied, academic 

and locally developed levels next year

• Grade 9 applied and academic levels in these two subjects 
provides the prerequisite for any level in Grade 10



CHOOSING THE LEVELS FOR YOUR 
COURSES

GEOGRAPHY AND FRENCH
• Both of these subject will be offered at the applied   and  

academic levels next year

• Grade 9 applied and academic levels in these two subjects 
provides the prerequisite for any level in Grade 10



ACADEMIC, APPLIED OR
LOCALLY DEVELOPED?

ACADEMIC

• Academic courses focus on the essential 
concepts of the discipline PLUS additional 
related concepts.

• Develop students knowledge and skills by emphasizing 
theoretical, abstract applications of the essential  concepts 
while incorporating practical applications as appropriate.



APPLIED

• Applied courses focus on the essential concepts 
of the discipline. 

• Develop student’s knowledge and skills by emphasizing 
practical, concrete applications of the essential concepts 
while incorporating theoretical applications, as 
appropriate.

Academic, Applied or
Locally Developed?



LOCALLY DEVELOPED

• Locally Developed courses are intended for students 
who require flexibility and support in order to meet 
credit requirements.

• These courses are offered in Math, Science and English in Grade 
9. 

• These courses review and reinforce the elementary curriculum 
expectations to provide the skills necessary for further study at 
the secondary level.

Academic, Applied or
Locally Developed?



DO ALL THE COURSES THAT 
A STUDENT SELECTS HAVE TO 

BE AT THE SAME LEVEL?

No!
Students are encouraged to take the type of 
course that best suits their interests, goals and 

learning styles.

Students may select a variety of course types. 



CAN A STUDENT  TAKE MORE 
THAN ONE COURSE IN THE 

SUBJECT AREA?

Yes!
For example:  

Semester #1: MAT1L1 (Locally Developed Math)

Semester #2: MTH1W1 (Destreamed Math)



GRADE 9 ELECTIVE COURSES

* students select 2 Courses

*all elective courses are offered at 
the “open level” .



GRADE 9 ELECTIVE COURSES 
• FACE to FACE COURSES
• ADA101 - Drama
• AMI1O1 - Experienced 

Music
• AMI1O3 - Beginner 

Music
• AMV1O1 - Vocal Music 
• ATC101 – Dance 
• AVI1O1 – Visual Arts 
• HIF1O1 - Exploring 

Family Studies
• NAC1O1 - Expressions of 

Aboriginal Cultures
• TIJ1O1– Exploring 

Technologies 
• (Business and 

Technology)

• ON-LINE COURSES

• AVI1ON – Visual Arts

• BTT1ON – Introduction to 
Information Tech in Business

• HIF1ON – Exploring Family 
Studies

• TIJ1ON – Exploring 
Technologies



Families are Vital Partners in Education

“75% of teens say their parents/guardians
influence the decisions they make”
~Teens Can Be Resilient in High School, 2016





● Ensuring all Grade 8 students transitioning to Grade 
9 will make thoughtful, evidence-informed course 
selection choices reflective of their commitment to 
their own potential and success in high school and 
beyond. 

Ensuring all Grade 8 students have the opportunity to learn about their strengths 
and interests while investigating various viable pathways options for their initial 
post-secondary destination such as: Apprenticeship, College, Community Living, 
University, and the World of Work.

DDSB Commitment



❏ Read the “Choosing My Success” Student 
Transition Guide with your child

❏ Discuss the “Career Life Planning Process” found in 
the Transition Guide

❏ Confirm the choices on the “Choosing My Success” 
Course Planning Tool and return to Gr8 teacher by 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 

❏ Select Courses through Course Planner in My 
Blueprint

Family Activation of…  



Revised 

Transitions Document for 

All Grade 8 Students

❏ Read the “Choosing My 
Success” Student Transition 
Guide with your child

❏ Discuss the “Career Life Planning 
Process” found in the Transition 
Guide

❏ Confirm the choices on the “Choosing 
My Success” Course Planning Tool 
and return to Grade 8 teacher by 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 

❏ Select Courses through Course 
Planner in My Blueprint



Career-Life 

Planning Process

❏ Read the “Choosing My Success” Student 
Transition Guide with your child

❏ Discuss the “Career Life 
Planning Process” found in the 
Transition Guide

❏ Confirm the choices on the “Choosing 
My Success” Course Planning Tool 
and return to Grade 8 teacher by 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 

❏ Select Courses through Course 
Planner in My Blueprint



“Choosing My Success” 

Planning Tool for 

All Grade 8 Students

❏ Read the “Choosing My Success” Student 
Transition Guide with your child

❏ Discuss the “Career Life Planning Process” 
found in the Transition Guide

❏ Confirm the choices on the 
“Choosing My Success” Course 
Planning Tool and return to 
Grade 8 teacher by 
Wednesday March 3, 2021 

❏ Select Courses through Course 
Planner in My Blueprint



COURSE PLANNING TOOL

• Elementary Schools will 
distribute to students

• Each student’s planning 
tool  will be pre-populated 
with individualized  data

• Grades 3 and 6 EQAO

• Grade 7 Report Card Data



COURSE PLANNING TOOL

• Students are encouraged 
to review their course 
selections with their 
parents/guardians and 
their elementary teachers

• The completed course 
planning tool needs to be 
submitted with the career 
cruising option selection 
sheet





❏ Review the “Choosing My Success” Overview for Grade 8 Students 
and their Families

❏ Read the “Choosing My Success” Student Transition Guide with 
your child

❏ Discuss the “Career Life Planning Process” found in the Transition 
Guide

❏ Confirm the choices on the “Choosing My Success” Course Planning 
Tool and return to Grade 8 teacher by Wednesday March 3, 2021 

❏ Select Courses through Course Planner in 
My Blueprint

Family Activation of…  



• On-Line Process
• Grade 8’s from Maxwell Heights’ Family of Schools

• Elsie MacGill, Gordon B. Attersley, Norman G. Powers, Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau, Seneca Trail, Sherwood  

• All other grade 8 students please contact the 
guidance office for instructions

COURSE SELECTION PROCESS



INSTRUCTION PACKAGE 



Step 1: Create Your Account

Create your own 
myBlueprint Account via 

www.myBlueprint.ca/ddsb

Select School Account Log 
In and enter your DDSB 

credentials

http://www.myblueprint.ca/ddsb


STEP 2: From the 
Dashboard, click 
on Plan Courses 



STEP 3: Add 
courses to your 
High School Plan. 
Click on + Course 
to select from 
courses at your 
school.  



STEP 4: Click on 
Review Course 
Selections to 
review your 
chosen courses



STEP 5: Click 
Submit Course 
Selections to 
submit courses 
to your school



STEP 6: Click Send Approval 
Email



STEP 6: Parent/Guardian can 
Approve or Reject



STEP 6: Enter Parent/Guardian 
Email



STEP 7: Print your 
Sign-Off Sheet if 
required or Save a 
Copy of it
Note: You can reprint this 
form at any time from the 
High School section of your 
account



STEP 7: 
Print your 
Sign-Off 
Sheet if 
required or 
Save a copy 
of it



WHEN THINKING ABOUT YOUR 
COURSES FOR NEXT YEAR...

Reflect on 
your 

pathway 
plans



IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

•On–line selections can be submitted beginning: 

Tuesday February 16, 2021

Selections may be saved in the course planner NOW. 

•On-line Course Selections 
Submitted and signed option selection sheets and course 
planning tools are due to Grade 8 teachers  by:

Wednesday March 3, 2021

•



GETTING READY FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL

• Three day program in August at Maxwell Heights

• Registration opens on May 1

• Prepares students for the transition to High School

• Focuses on:

• Math Skills

• English Skills

• Study Skills

• Homework Management

• Time Management

• Social Skills



•Monday August 30, 2021 

•Classes begin at Maxwell
•Grade 9’s and their 

parents/guardians  

FIRST DAY OF GRADE 9



Please contact the                       
Guidance Office at                       

905-440-7339

Or contact Mrs. Retsinas by 
email at

rosemarie.retsinas@ddsb.ca

REGISTRATION INQUIRIES 
ON-LINE COURSE SELECTION 

QUESTIONS

mailto:rosemarie.retsinas@ddsb.ca

