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What happens when a teacher crosses the
picket line?: Amid teacher strikes across the state,
some teachers have decided to go back to work
before their union reaches a deal and could face
fines or other punishment when classes resume.
ere have been seven teacher strikes in Illinois.
Two of those are still going. In that time, hun-
dreds of teachers have crossed their unions’
picket lines to return to work. What happens to
them when the union later reaches an agreement
with the school district?

e Chicago Public Schools strike has been
going on since Oct. 17. Since then, NBC
Chicago reported that 400 teachers have crossed
the picket line, defying the Chicago Teachers

Union. On the CTU website, the union
noted this is a violation of the organization's
constitution. e union said the workers
could be tried by the union's board and ex-
pelled from the union if found guilty.
Other unions have similar provisions, often
with fines to dissuade workers from crossing a
picket line. “We’ve had workers where the
union attempted to fine thousands of dollars,
even tens of thousands of dollars, for defying
the official union strike orders,” said Patrick
Semmens, vice president of the National
Right to Work Foundation. Semmens’ foun-
dation co-represented Mark Janus in his land-
mark U.S. Supreme Court victory over the
American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees Council 31. e high
court struck down fair share dues, ruling that
such dues were unconstitutional for public-
sector unions.
e National Right to Work Foundation said
it is offering free advice to union teachers
who go back to work in defiance of their
union. To avoid the trial and potential for

fines, Semmens said he recommended the
teacher first leave the union. “ey do have the
right to return to work,” he said. “e best way
to do so to protect themselves from this inter-
nal union discipline system is to become a
non-member and then go back.”

Teachers who leave the union can keep their job,
Semmens said, and benefit from the collectively
bargained contract. at has been a bone of con-
tention with unions who contend that the fair
share dues – now illegal because of the Janus de-
cision – were in compensation for that benefit. -
Cole Lauterbach | e Center Square
______________________________

Do Strippers Make Good Wives?
Contributing Writer: Ted Santos

At one point, being a stripper was an embar-
rassment to your family. Some women did it in
secret as a way to work their way through college

or earn extra money. In today’s environment,
women applaud one another for being a stripper.
Even the female president of the NAACP, Dr.
Cheyenne Bryant, condoned stripping.

As a result, many educated women consider it
as a serious path to make a living. How does a
profession go from being an embarrassment to
being a badge of honor? Are there consequences?
e irony is many women complain that men
objectify them. Yet, more and more women find
themselves presenting themselves as sexual ob-
jects – strippers. Sometimes a stripper is a carrot
on a string. Men watch her dance. Or they re-
ceive a lap dance from her. In some cases, they
pay just to have an exclusive conversation with
her.

For many strippers, if the price is right, she
will give the man what he desires most, sex.
However, the reason men go to strip clubs may
not be to have sex. ere are men who frequent
them as an escape from their day-to-day monot-
ony. It can simply be a guy’s night out and an op-
portunity to socialize. At the same time, outside
the club, men are condemned for viewing
women as objects. In the club, those social con-
straints are lifted and men see women as sexually
desirable.

While there are many men who see strippers
as entertainment, even in a relationship, there are
men who believe they make good wives. ey be-
lieve she understands how to hustle. ey may
also believe she will be sexy and a good lover. Is
that enough to make a marriage work? Strippers
experience a number of insecurities about them-
selves. ose insecurities can make her wonder
why a man is interested in her. In addition, their
view of men could affect their attitudes towards
sex and intimacy.

ey may have been overly exposed to sex and
may see sex and intimacy as a transaction. at is
not counting the fact many strippers are not the
best at managing money. ey have worked in an
environment where it was easy to earn more
money. So they spent it freely. While there are
pros and cons of marrying a stripper, it is not for
everyone.

The E.Reed Report
Teachers Strike 

in Chicago

I abdicate the pen this month to Cole Lauterbach
who discusses what may happen to teachers who
cross the picket lines in Chicago’s Teachers Strike.
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United Way
Launches 211
Service
LAKE COUNTY, IL.  United Way of Lake
County announced the launch of 211 services for
Lake County, Illinois. 211 is a free, confidential,
24-hour information and referral helpline that
provides a central access point to health and
human services in Lake County.

211 is available to everyone in the community
and connects people in need to resources by
phone, text and online, including mental health
services, addiction support and rehabilitation,
crisis counseling, supplemental food programs,

shelter and affordable housing options, employ-
ment and education support, financial support,
and more.

To access 211, simply call 211 or text your zip
code to 898211. Resource navigators at the 211
contact center, who are experienced, trained spe-
cialists, will guide people to the help they need.
e comprehensive 211 service is multi-lingual
with English and Spanish speaking staff, as well
as interpretations to more than 150 languages.
211 works with health and human services
providers to provide accurate, concise infor-
mation and referrals for anyone looking to
get connected to critical resources.

211 reduces the burden on service
providers by helping people find the right
solution in one call. e approach helps re-
duce the time agencies spend redirecting
calls to other agencies and more time ad-
dressing needs of their own clients. Over

time, 211 reduces the
ultimate cost of serv-
ices and makes sure
dollars are spent
most efficiently.
Northshore Gas and
the Lake County
Board provided key
funding for the
launch of the 211 ef-
fort. 

“ere is no doubt in my mind that 211 Lake
County will improve and save lives,” said Steve
Carlson who represents District 7 on the Lake
County Board and is a member of the United
Way of Lake County board. 

211 is a vital service and proven solution lever-
aged by millions of people across North America
to improve and save lives. rough 2018, more
than 94% of the United States, but less than
30% of Illinois, had access to 211. 

Snow Plow Owner / Operator
Wanted

Top Pay – Paid Gas
Quick Pay Outs – Lots of Hours

Call 847-272-7180

Regional Office of Education
Roycealee J. Wood
Regional Superintendent of Schools

800 Lancer Lane Suite E-128
Grayslake, Illinois  60030-2656
Phone 847-543-7833  Direct Line  847-543-7491
Fax  847-543-7832
E-mail rwood@lake.k12.il.us

847-665-0595

Waukegan, Beach Park, Wadsworth, North Chicago & Gurnee
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e Illinois Municipal League (IML) elected new officers to lead the or-
ganization at its 106th Annual Conference, which was held September 19
through 21, at the Hilton Chicago. is year’s IML Annual Conference was
attended by more than 2,000 local elected and appointed officials.  e
Honorable Mayor Leon Rockingham, Jr. was elected as President.  He will
be the first African American to serve the Illinois Municipal League as Pres-
ident. He has served on the Board of Directors since 2008 and served as the
organization’s First Vice President since 2018.

“For more than 100 years, IML has continuously worked to educate, ad-
vocate and empower municipal officials from throughout all 1,298 cities,
villages and towns in Illinois,” Rockingham said. “I am honored to be the
first African American and the first Mayor from North Chicago to lead this
outstanding organization as we look forward to continued success for the
benefit of the constituents we serve.”

Also elected during the conference were Mayor Ricky J. Gottman of
Vandalia as First Vice President and Village President Catherine Adduci of
River Forest as Second Vice President.

More about Mayor Leon Rockingham, Jr.
Leon Rockingham, Jr. has served as mayor of North Chicago since

2005. Prior to his time as mayor, he worked as a systems technician for
AT&T for 31 years and was a North Chicago alderman for 12 years. Addi-

tionally, he is President of
the Lake County Council
of Mayors, the First Vice
President of Council of
Mayors Executive Com-
mittee for the Chicago
Metropolitan Agency for
Planning, and is a member
of the Solid Waste Agency
of Lake County, as well as
the Lake County Stormwa-
ter Agency since 2010.

Mayor Rockingham is a
lifelong resident of North
Chicago and graduated
from North Chicago Com-
munity High School and
attended Ohio University.
In addition to continuing to advance the prosperity of the City of North
Chicago, Mayor Rockingham serves in many areas as a community volun-
teer and strives to advance his leadership skills through training and educa-
tion.

North Chicago Mayor Leon Rockingham, Jr. 
First African American to be elected  Illinois Municipal League President
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Isabelle Buckner, a former pioneering principal of Carman-Buckner El-
ementary School, has died.  Buckner passed away at the age of 86 in Cali-
fornia where she had relocated.  She was the first African American female
principal in Waukegan.

Buckner was appointed to lead Carman Elementary school in 1969 and
served in that capacity until 1995 when she retired.  She remained in the
area and was very active in the community.

Jeff McBride and Fernando Shipley, school board members at the time,
worked to get the school named in her honor.  ey changed the name from
Carman to Carman-Buckner after her retirement.  In August of 2010, Buck-
ner’s sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Lambda Nu Omega chapter
painted the playground including slides, the swing set and jungle gym
breathing new colorful life into the recess areas of the school.

“Isabelle was a gentle giant in her own way,” says School Board Member
Jeff McBride. “She was strict and to the point and believed not just in her
authority over kids, but she was determined that parents be involved.  She
went out into the neighborhoods and into the homes.”

McBride said that many of the children who went through Carman Buck-
ner still remember her and respected her for how she had a role in their lives.

McBride explained that Buckner instituted a
Wrap-a-round program at the school for student
achievement. e program required that each
child be proficient at certain levels.

“She made sure that each child knew how to
read, write, and count as well as spell at their grade
level.   You did not graduate from one grade to the
other without having a base set of skills associated
with that level,” McBride explains.

Isabelle was also considered a Master Teacher,
she provided professional development classes for
other teachers as it related to curriculum for ele-
mentary schools. 

She was an active member of the Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority in Lake County.  In 2002, Isabelle
Buckner received the Life Time Achievement
Award as one of the Most Influential African
Americans of Lake County.

- Elroy Reed

Pioneering Principal,

Isabelle Buckner, 
has passed

Isabelle Buckner- Former Principal
Carman Buckner Elementary School

In Waukegan

Isabelle Buckner received the
Lifetime Achievement Award in 2002

Presented by 
The Peoples Voice Newspaper

Eleanor Murkey
presented the award
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A Thanksgiving Story

The Miracle of Curtis Hannibal

CURTIS AND SCHAREMA HANNIBAL
WITH DAUGHTER SHEKINAH

by Elroy Reed

It seemed that it all happened
suddenly.  Curtis Hannibal, 43,
came home from work one day
about three and a half years ago, it
was February of 2016, and he felt
that his breathing was off.

“I thought that I had a cold,” re-
calls the husband to one of the re-
gion’s most celebrated musicians,
Scharema Hannibal.  “But my wife
insisted that I go to the doctor, so I
went to the hospital the next day.”

At the hospital, they diagnosed
Curtis with pneumonia and began
treatments. Medical officials noticed
that fluids were backing up around
his heart so they put him on a venti-
lator and started other treatments to
reduce the water levels around his
heart.  Another test revealed that his
kidneys were only functioning at
about five percent.  Another test re-
vealed that he had congestive heart
failure,  ings were not looking
good.

As he reflects back, Curtis says
that he was diagnosed with diabetes
as early as the age of 25.  He had dry
mouth.  It seemed that he needed to
drink a lot of water, and he had
other symptoms that are common to
individuals with untreated diabetes. 

As the diabetic condition per-
sisted so did complications associ-
ated with the disease.  He began to
experience loss of eyesight.

Continued next page
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Curtis Hannibal continued...

After the diagnosis of congestive heart failure, Curtis
had to have cataract surgery.  Due to irregular sugar lev-
els, his retinas began to detach causing him to have five
eye surgeries from August 2016 to January of 2018
where he was declared legally blind in one eye due to a
loss of circulation. 

His heart condition continued to decline, and his
kidneys never improved their functionality. He had to
go on dialysis. Curtis says that going on dialysis was a
draining experience. During dialysis, Curtis developed
Lupus, became anemic, and he experience neuropathy.

“All of these things were going on in my body,” says
Hannibal.

And to cap it all off, he lost his job, where he had
worked for 12 years as a Security Supervisor at a major
corporation due to using up his sick leave.

But Curtis says that he never gave up.  
“e biggest thing to do is to have faith, don’t waver

in it…  When you have faith in God, know that he is
the only thing that you have to hold on to.  We had to
have unshakable faith,” Curtis explains.

At the age of
28, Curtis
joined a pop
ular church in
Beach Park,
Word of Life
M i n i s t r i e s ,
where he gave
his life to
Christ.  ere
he met
Scharema Daniels, who after four years of dating, be-
came his wife.  rough that union, they had a child,
Shekinah Melody Hannibal who is now eight years old.

Curtis says that with the support of his wife, and his
faith in Christ, he believed that he would be healed.
Now a member of Kingdom Word Ministries of
Kenosha, where Scharema is the musician, Curtis says
that the church has been very supportive of him and his
family during his illness.  He says that he, his wife and
the church had been praying for his healing, and yes,
praying for a creative miracle.

On  Mother’s day weekend of 2019,  the Hannibal-
s’prayers were answered. 

On Friday, May 10, 2019, Curtis Hannibal had a
heart transplant, and on Saturday, May 11, 2019, he
had a kidney transplant all less than 24 hours apart at

the Northwestern Hospital in down-
town Chicago.

As of the writing of this story, about
five months later, Curtis Hannibal re-
ports that all is well.  His body has ac-
cepted the organ transplants, and the
symptoms of diabetes have subsided.
He says that he has been healed.

“Still there are rough days, you are like
a new baby, you have to be careful and

mindful of what you do, people you are
around, and the things that you eat.”

Some of the complications of diabetes
like the loss of eye sight still persists, but
his over all health is returning.  

“ere were others who were going
through this and who shared with us and
blessed us,” says Curtis.  He explained that
he would like to do the same by sharing his
testimony, encouraging others to keep the
faith through difficult times. He is inviting
others to contact him through facebook.
Individuals that would like additional in-
formation may simply type in his name. 

CURTIS WITH SCHAREMA
JUST BEFORE HEART SURGERY

CURTIS HANNIBAL
JOGGING 5 MONTHS AFTER

HEART AND KIDNEY TRANSPLANTS

Curtis Hannibal had a

Heart and Kidney

Transplant on

Mother’s Day 

Weekend, 2019
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by Tammy Moore

Since I was a small child, I have always loved the colors of the rainbow. One of
my passions is fashion. I love to style bold outfits and I love bright colors. e rainbow
has so many different meanings throughout the
world, to me it means, promise, love, restoration,
freedom and hope! It may mean something dif-
ferent to you.  Allow me to share my interpreta-
tions with you.

e Promise of God – e Storm
has passed!

Whenever I see a rainbow and see the sun
break through the clouds, I know the SON has
power over any of our storms.  One of my Chris-
tian sisters, Mattie Walker, introduced me to the
Rainbow by Vicki Winans and it ministers to my
soul.  Some of the lyrics are – “He’ll take your
winter, turn it to spring, summer will fall, fall into
place, the rainbow tells me the storm has passed.” 
In Genesis 9:16 (NIV) “Whenever the Rainbow
appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember
the everlasting covenant between God and all liv-
ing creatures of every kind on the earth.” e
flood ended, the waters receded, the ark stopped
rocking and the ground was dry. e storm was
over.

Love is Love!
To some of you the rainbow represents Pride.

e freedom to love who you love without re-
strictions.  For this reason, I think a lot of people shy away from wearing the beautiful
rainbow because they think others will assume, they’re a part of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. I may get my Christian card revoked but I embrace every color of the rainbow
because just as God does, I love everybody. I pass no judgment.  I don’t have a Heaven
or Hell to put anyone in.  Love is love! My love is unconditional with no stipulations
to anyone!

Restoration - A Miracle Baby!
To some of us the rainbow means birth after a loss of pregnancy.  God has shown

himself faithful and you have achieved joy after the painful loss of an infant or mis-
carriage.  I know this pain oh too well for I have experience it twice before I had my
rainbow baby, Devin in September 2000.  I have also witnessed others celebrate the
beauty of the rainbow and their bundles of Joy. Two people come to mind—Tenesha
Davis and Ryan Jeffries. God wiped the tears from their eyes and blessed them with
beautiful girls.

Unapologetically Bold and Fierce
I take style risks all the time. Sometimes it’s over the top, sometimes it’s color

combination that others wouldn’t dare wear in public.  But color give me life. Bold-
ness brings me joy.  I feel fierce, amazing and beautiful.  We were not meant to be

muted.  I encourage you to embrace what you love, wear bold colors and be unapolo-
getically you. In a world of carbon copies and people who are afraid to display what
makes them unique, be a rainbow.  When you tone down your life and your gifts,
you’re telling God he made a mistake when He created you. We know that’s not true,
everything He made was GOOD!  Be you. Don’t just exist. Live! Be bold, brave and
fierce without reservations of what others may think.  You never know, you may en-
courage someone on your journey to step outside of their comfort zone. Utilize every
gift God has blessed you with and don’t think twice about it.

A Universal Language
“Red and Yellow and Pink and Green, Purple

and Orange and Blue! Listen with the eyes, listen
with the eyes, listen with the eyes to…A Rainbow,
A Rainbow, A Rainbow too.” I learned this song
when I was a child.  My first cousin, Shal, is hearing
impaired and it was the first song I was taught to
sing in sign language.  When she saw me sign it,
her eyes lit up with joy because I could communi-
cate with her! It brought tears to her eyes, she felt
loved. e rainbow is our love language throughout
the world. Everyone stops in their tracks to admire
the beauty of a rainbow in the sky.  It transcends
all religions, race and gender. Its beauty commands
attention and cannot be denied. 

I invite you to embrace the bold colors in you.
Let the God in you come through daily. Each day
remember what the colors of the beautiful rainbow
represent:
Red – e Blood of Jesus that was shed for you
Yellow - e SON shining through You.  Yellow is
the symbol of light and purity
Pink – means perfection – let it remind you that
you’re perfect in God’s eyes, just the way you are.
Green – Represents your life. e grass is not
greener on the other side. It’s greener where you
water it so water your own grass. Green is also the
color of growth, the color of spring, of renewal and

rebirth. It renews and restores depleted energy.
Purple – You are Royalty. We are Kings and Queens. Straighten up your crown and
act like it! Purple also speaks of fasting, faith, patience and trust in God.
Orange - Represent the warmth of the Holy Spirit that is always with you! It pro-
motes a sense of general wellness and emotional energy that should be shared, such
as compassion, passion, and pride.
Blue – Represents the healing power of God! God wants you to be in good health!
By His stripes you are healed.

So the next time you see a rainbow, or someone wearing the colors of the rainbow,
take a minute to reflect on the beauty and richness each color represents. Celebrate
the person brave enough to wear bold and vibrant colors without concerns of what
others are thinking.  “You can do what you wanna do in living color!”

Tammy Moore (e Diamond Diva) is Division President at Diamond
Residential Mortgage and owner of Tammy P. Moore & Associates.
She is a motivational speaker and Credit and Financial Coach.  In her
spare time, she is the Budget Conscious Fashionista, where she teaches
Style $ense: How style your outfits on a budget without breaking the
bank!

In Living Color!
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Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist
Church of Waukegan

409 Wainlow Avenue• Waukegan, IL  60085

847-244-5503
Sunday:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service  11:00 a.m.
Sunday Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday:
Mid-week Worship Study 7:00 p.m.

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.  -John 3:3

Pastor: Rev. Arthur J. Gass Sr.

Church Schedule
Christian Education                  10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship         11:30 a.m.
4th Sunday, Women's Ministry   11:30 A.m.

Tuesday Fast & Prayer  7:00 p.m. • 
Thursday- Bible Study  7:30 p.m.

Phone • 1-847-689-1955 : EMAIL: LWAPC84@GMAIL.COM

Living Waters Apostolic 
Pentecostal Church

2001 Seymour Avenue
North Chicago, Illinois  60064-0559

Christian Leadership School
Saturday, November 19th, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Registration and Continental Breakfast 
Begins at 7:30 a.m.
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2020 Most Influential African Americans of Lake County 
Nomination Form 

Please Print 
TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF 

 

Name _________________________________  Date ______________________________ 

Address _____________________________City ________State ______ Zip Code________ 

Telephone Number__________________________________________________________ 

TELL US ABOUT THE PERSON YOU ARE NOMINATING 

Nominee Name __________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________City ___________ State _____Zip Code________ 

Telephone Number________________________________________________________ 

INDICATE CATEGORY 

_____ Business  _____Arts and Entertainment   _____Community Service 

_____Humanitarian  _____Education   _____Religious Leadership 

_____Leadership  _____Political Leadership  _____Sports 

_____Civil Leadership  _____ Other    _____ Entrepreneurial  

Describe the reasons that you are nominating this individual. (Attach additional sheets if necessary.) 

 

 

 

 

 
Please return to the address below: 

The Chicago Peoples Voice Newspaper 
PO Box 1038 

Waukegan, IL  60079 
 

The Most Influential African Americans of Lake County is an event that recognizes the achievements of 
African Americans in the community.   The event will be held in February of 2020 at the Lincolnshire 
Marriott in Lincolnshire, Illinois.  More information will be available in the December Edition of The 
Chicago People’s Voice Newspaper.  

Deadline For Nominations 
December 15, 2019

Deadline For Nominations 
December 15, 2019
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