
History and Geography

Mesopotamia

Mesopotamian temple

Learning cuneiform 

Mesopotamian farmer

Ishtar Gate

Rosie McCormick



THIS BOOK IS THE PROPERTY OF:
STATE  

PROVINCE  

COUNTY  

PARISH  

SCHOOL DISTRICT  

OTHER  

Book No.

Enter information 
in spaces 
to the left as 
instructed.

CONDITION

ISSUED RETURNEDISSUED TO
Year 
Used

PUPILS to whom this textbook is issued must not write on any page or mark 
any part of it in any way, consumable textbooks excepted.

1.  �Teachers should see that the pupil’s name is clearly written in ink in the 
spaces above in every book issued.

2.  �The following terms should be used in recording the condition of the book: 
New; Good; Fair; Poor; Bad.



Mesopotamia

Rosie McCormick



IS
BN

: 9
78

-1
-6

83
80

-3
87

-4

Creative Commons Licensing
This work is licensed under a  
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 
4.0 International License.

You are free:
to Share—to copy, distribute, and transmit the work 
to Remix—to adapt the work 

Under the following conditions:
Attribution—You must attribute the work in the  
following manner:

This work is based on an original work of the Core 
Knowledge® Foundation (www.coreknowledge.org) made 
available through licensing under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International 
License. This does not in any way imply that the Core 
Knowledge Foundation endorses this work.

Noncommercial—You may not use this work for 
commercial purposes. 

Share Alike—If you alter, transform, or build upon this work, 
you may distribute the resulting work only under the same or 
similar license to this one. 

With the understanding that: 
For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to 
others the license terms of this work. The best way to 
do this is with a link to this web page:

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

Copyright © 2019 Core Knowledge Foundation 
www.coreknowledge.org

All Rights Reserved.

Core Knowledge®, Core Knowledge Curriculum Series™, 
Core Knowledge History and Geography™, and CKHG™ 
are trademarks of the Core Knowledge Foundation.

Trademarks and trade names are shown in this book 
strictly for illustrative and educational purposes and are 
the property of their respective owners. References herein 
should not be regarded as affecting the validity of said 
trademarks and trade names.



Mesopotamia
Table of Contents

Chapter 1	 Ancient Times. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    2

Chapter 2	 The Land Between Two Rivers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   4

Chapter 3	 City Life in Ancient Mesopotamia . . . . . . . . . . . .              7

Chapter 4	 King Hammurabi’s Written Laws . . . . . . . . . . . . .             10

Chapter 5	 Gods, Goddesses, and Temples . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               12



Over time, people learned to farm. They grew plants that could 
be eaten as food. Slowly, groups of people began to live together. 

Long, long ago, people moved from place to place 
gathering plants and hunting animals for food. 
Sometimes they lived in simple huts.
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CHAPTER

1

2



The ancient Mesopotamians became so good at farming that 
some people had time to do other things. They built cities that 
had buildings, streets, and gardens. Mesopotamian kings and 
queens lived in these beautiful cities, along with other people. 
The Mesopotamians created a great civilization.  
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The name Mesopotamia means “between the rivers.” 
The land of Mesopotamia lay between the Tigris and 
Euphrates Rivers. Because there was water nearby, the 
land was good for farming. Farmers grew the food that 
fed the people of Mesopotamia, including those who 
lived in the cities. 

The Land Between Two Rivers

The kings of Mesopotamia 
were in charge of the cities.  
Their job was to protect the 
cities, the people, and the 
farmland from enemies. 
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Many of the cities in Mesopotamia were built with walls around 
them for protection. This is what a walled city would have 
looked like long ago. 

People had many different kinds of jobs in the cities of Mesopotamia. 
Some people, called craftsmen, made pots, baskets, clothes, and 
jewelry. Others carried people by boat from place to place. 
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The farmers grew food in the fields outside the city walls. The 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers were important. Sometimes the rivers 
flooded. The floodwater carried rich soil into the fields that was  
good for growing plants. At other times, when there wasn’t 
enough rain for the plants, river water was brought to the fields. 

6



City Life in Ancient 
Mesopotamia
Some people in Mesopotamia 
knew how to read and write. 
They didn’t write on paper. 
Instead they used reeds to 
make marks on wet clay. 
This way of writing is called 
cuneiform. Having a way to write down important 
information helped make the Mesopotamian 
civilization great.
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Kings were powerful leaders. They led armies into battle. They 
made peace too. This piece of art made from shells and stones 
shows people bringing special gifts to the king. 

Children in Mesopotamia played with toys, just like children do 
today. What do you think this is?
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Queens were important too! They helped to make decisions. 
A queen in Mesopotamia once wore this gold headdress and 
jewelry. The headdress was made to look like the leaves of a tree. 
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Hammurabi was a great king in Mesopotamia.

He created the Code of Hammurabi. This was a set of 
laws that were written down so that everyone would 
know them. Writing down important information and 
ideas is one way a civilization can be strong. 

King Hammurabi’s Written Laws
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King Hammurabi wanted all Mesopotamians to follow the laws. 
People knew if they broke a law, they would be punished. This is 
a statue of Hammurabi kneeling down. 
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They also asked the gods 
and goddesses to help 
them. This is a statue of 
a person asking a god 
for help. You see, people 
believed that the gods 
and goddesses could 
make good and bad 
things happen.

Gods, Goddesses, and Temples
In ancient Mesopotamia, people believed in many gods 
and goddesses. Temples were places where people went  
to pray to the gods and goddesses. 
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Because the gods and goddesses were thought to be so powerful,  
people built great temples to them.

This is a photograph of the ruins of the Temple of Ur. Thousands 
of people would have gone to this temple. It still stands today in 
the modern-day country of Iraq. 
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The Mesopotamians built temples to honor their gods, but 
they also built other things. Babylon was the richest city in 
Mesopotamia. This beautiful gate in the city of Babylon was 
built to honor Ishtar, the goddess of love and war. 
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People in Mesopotamia told stories about how strong and brave 
one of their kings was. His name was King Gilgamesh. They also 
showed his bravery in pictures. 

The stories and pictures 
tell that King Gilgamesh 
was so strong that he 
could defeat a lion. King 
Gilgamesh did so many 
amazing things; he was 
thought to be a half-god.
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