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Directions: Use the map on pg. 28 of your textbook or pg 30 of the online textbook to complete the following tasks below.

Label the following regions: Anatolia, Egypt, Arabian Desert, Mesopotamia

Label the following bodies of water: Mediterranean Sea, Red Sea, Persian Gulf, Caspian Sea, Nile River, Euphrates River, Tigris River




4 Early River Valley Civilizations- ERVC
= Mesopotamia Civilization - Tigris & Euphrates Rivers (Sumerlan)
= Egyptian Civilization - Nile River

< Harappan Civilization - Indus River

= Ancient China - Huang He (Yellow) River
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Mesopotamia:
Life In Sumer

Sumerians were the first people to migrate to
Mesopotamia 5,500 years ago- that’s about
3,500 B@=

Mcdliterrancan
Jea /J \
| tJericho
= -

[d‘ Fertile Crescent

L ] First [ow'ny

l

\ \Red\
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Life in Sumer video http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ki855183Ccc&

Nomads to Farmers... list=PLXDguX5KyGMZmihM1X-0ZPT87pEIDO0OV5



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ki8S5I83Ccc&list=PLXDguX5KyGMZmihM1X-oZPT87pElD00V5

» Flat open plain

» Mostly dry desert EXCEPT between the Tigris and
Euphrates Rivers

Mesopotamia Means: Land between two rivers

-Another name and the Region’s shape and soil is ,,,.4”
Fertile Crescent o

Located in present day Irag also Syria, Turkey.
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What is SILT?

sand, soil, mud, etc.,
that is carried by
flowing water and that
sinks to the bottom of a
river, pond, etc.

The Rivers flood the area at least ,
once a year leaving behind silt.

i

Thick rich

BAS G - : Soll

49 ' that is left
i b after

flooding.



> Unpredictablé flodding
» Both rivers flooded
» Dry summer months

» No natural barriers -middle of an open plaln
» Need protection! :

g

» Limited natural resources — heed stone, wood, metals and
tools to use for tools and building



» Unpredictable flooding

» SOLUTION = dug irrigation ditches that carried river water to
their fields and allowed them to produced surplus crops.

——

» No natural barriers
» SOLUTION - built city walls with mud bricks

» Limited natural resources (wood, metals and tools)

» SOLUTION - traded with other people

o F .1_.'.',d.i5.l.".'-" "_ '.n..-‘:_l._ e .



MEDITERRANEAN y
SERA Byblos

Tyres

o Jericho

» They function like an
iIndependent country.

» A city-state is: a state that

has its own government TANCENT ﬁ
and consists of a city and IMESOPOTAMiA
the area around it. S

» Same culture, but different TR oF ﬁ%ﬂmﬁ

government.
Examples of City-States in Sumer: | -= =
Uruk- population of about 10,000 I

Lagosh- Population- 19,000
Umma- Population- 16,000



Each city-state had its

» Own government
» Center of Trade

» own Ruler
-Originally priests held all the power

-As wars became more frequent, kings took over | .

» Why? Because the kings were military leaders

son

-Monarchs ruled city-states

» City and the surrounding land it controlled




» Ziggurat is: The center of city life

» A temple
-Surrounded by wall for protection

-

-Served varied purposes: store grain, ceremonies, trade
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» Teacher, soldier, priests and scribes ; ) SR
-Scribes were very important- they wrote and kept records. m
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» Religion: Priests: Have political
and religious power = Theocracy

» Government: officials and laws 941
» Education: For training scribes.

» ECconomy:

-Based off of agriculture and trade

-Grain grown for food and traded for
other goods

-Ziggurat/marketplace: place for trade



SUMERIAN SOCIETY

1 i I
. B
The earty Mesopotamians FooQ proguction in SUMenan advances Included  Later peoples develiopea

oeveloped mmpation to Mesopotamia led to the Ziggurats, the wheel, and the  the first written laws and
prow food world's first covilization first writing system the first empires

f2NS @ the {Fﬁ@ civilization in this ares..




Sumerian socilety

Sumerian society grew complex, split into social groups, or classes
- Class systems unequal; define who has power, less desirable jobs

1. King, priests were at top of Sumer’s upper classes, had influence
2. Upper class included landowners, government officials, merchants
3. Most people were of in-between class, including farmers, artisans
4. Slaves made up lowest class

Priests\or
King

pper Class -
wealthy : .
Merchants A
“:: I :.,*
/ Farmers and Artisans f" & Ul
/ Slaves \




» Polytheistic- belief in many gods

-about 3,000 gods
-worshiped their gods at temples called Zlggurats
-Please gods to prevent their anger.




Religion _
P |

» Major god
-God of Cloud and Air= Enlil 2%«
-Sumerians described their gods as do
same things humans do.

» Afterlife-
-soul of the dead would travel to the “land of no return”
-Not a good or bad place- is not heaven or hell.




BEGINNING OF WRITTEN HISTORY

Sumerian invention — system of
writing- Cuneiform

Records of business, historical
events, customs, and traditions.

Took the form of pictographs —
wedge shaped symbols

Only used by scribes — men that
were trained

Baked clay tablets in the sun
to preserve the writing

Records of business, history,
customs, traditions.

= i
e

What is their written language?
Pictograms: pictures that
represent something.

g




Cuneiform
Wheel
Sall

Ox drawn plow
FIRST to use bronze

sy .V V V Vv

Weapons

The Sumerians invented a seed
sowing machine, which could
plant seeds more quickly and

» Other achievements... evenly than sowing by hand.
» Earliest sketched mayps
» Astronomy
» A number system
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Stop here

MESOPOTAMIA

The history of Mesopotamia is measured in millennia rather than centuries. For -
three thousand years (beginning in 3500 b.c.), kingdoms rose and fell, empires I DS |
expanded and contracted, outsiders conquered and were repelled. During that DISCOVER
time, three dominant civilizations held center stage at various times: .

the Sumerians, the Babylonians, and the Assyrians.

E ASSYRIA 1115-612 B.C.

In hilly northern Mesopotamia, the small city-state of Assyria slowly grew to become a powerful kingdom. Using
s, battering rams, and armored horses, the Assyrians conquered Babylon in 689 B.C., as well as other independent
25, uprooting the people they congu nd fercing them into slave labor. However, in 612 B.C,, Chaldean people
from southern Babylonia, who had gained control of
Babylon, joined the Medes people from Iran
and sacked thi tal Nineveh. The

' Assyrian empire never recovered,
— Nineveh \/Nr
L ]

* Nimrud

Statue of Hing

Gudea, who

developed

long-distance

trade in

timber

X \ / and

Babylon - ~ . -
artistry

Assurnasirpal I,
king of Assyria,

A BABYLONIA
1792-539 B.C.

The city of Babylon inherited the
culture of Sumer and, under
Hammurabi (1792-1750 B.C.),
became the seat of a strong
central government and a great
cultural and religious center. n SUMER 3500-2006 B.C.
Baby ns created the ;
60-minute hour, a calendar with i 4 The first civilization developed in Sumer,
2 lunar months, . . e shy area at the southern end of
multiplication tab YTUS | B fertile plain between the Tigris and Euphrates
of Persia, cone d Babylonia : : i i
in 529 B.C, ending its glory 3 : .
days forever. s e developed metal working and were early users of the wheel.
- s Sumer, however, became weakened by constant warfare. It
Bronze statue of Hammurakbi, 5 : was overrun by invaders in 2006 B.C., and the region
ruler of Babylonia splintered into small kingdoms.,

Www.KIDSDISCOVER.COM




Why did Empires Start?

» Under the leadership of individual kings, Y
leaders start looking to expand their city- states

» Why? Land (crops, people, crafts)= wealth

» This marks the beginning of empires

» Empire: a group of nations or peoples ruled by
one leader




Why Is Sargon important? | g
1t Empire: Sargon Dynasty s .3;
2340 BCE- 215258 = |

» Founder. Sargon of Akkad

» Adopted many of the Sumerian
practices/beliefs for his empire

» Expanded his city-state from the north of Sumer
~to the Persian Gult




The Akkadian Emplre
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Babylonian Empire?

» Hammurabil created an
empire out of the former
Akkadian territories

» Relocated capital to
Babylon

» Maintained Sumerian
practices

» Language and religion

» Hammurabi wanted to
stabilize his rule by
creating a standard
code of law




Babylonia

at the time of
Hammurabi

D Hammu rﬂbi's
Empire
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Why I1s Hammurabl’s code important?

» First uniform code of law

placed throughout the empire

» Engraved on stone and

W..Wu.ih?:r”.nm._ Lk
Si=afimf=? @m__u,mm



Strict in nature
“the punishment fits the crime”
“eye for an eye”

Laws were applied differently to

different genders and different social
classes

A new way of thinking — the government
was responsible for what occurred in
society. i

“if A man c‘a,_g-i--r—-o?rhg +he efe OF anorher

man, -i-.l-\l?.yl‘ 6LALL c‘e.hs-i-'f"-oa;r his 9.51‘9..“

Hammurabi 1750BC
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