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Noted Marine Executive to Speak at Muster 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We are indeed fortunate to have as our honored guest and speaker in San Antonio, fellow Marine 
Mustang LtCol Raul Arturo Sifuentes, USMC (Retired). Known throughout the Corps and business 
world as Art, his call sign is ‘Mad Mex’. Beginning with his enlistment in 1956, he continues to serve 
with and for Marines today, arranging for return visits to Iwo Jima for veterans of that iconic battle.  
 
One interesting tidbit of Art’s many years service involves a single UH-34 helicopter. Art flew it on 
the way to Vietnam, with more missions in-country in 1966. Forty-six years later, in 2012, while 
serving as Executive Director of the Marine Corps Aviation Association, Art flew that same UH-34 
over Marblehead, Massachusetts while celebrating Marine  aviation’s Centennial, the same location 
the Corps’ first aviator, 1stLt A. A. Cunningham flew in 1912. After that flight the grin on his face 
lasted for days. That very helicopter, “Gracious Lady” Bev, is now in the main gallery of the          
National Museum of the Marine Corps in Quantico, VA. 
 
Born and reared in the small farming Community of Lakeview in mid-western Michigan, Art joined 
the Marine Corps Reserves in 1956 while still in high school, and went on active duty immediately 
upon graduation in 1957. Graduating from Boot Camp, meritoriously promoted PFC Sifuentes was 
sent to Infantry Training Regiment (ITR) at Camp Pendleton, CA followed by Radio/Telegraph  

 
Continued on page 4 

 

LtCol Raul Arturo Sifuentes, USMC (Ret) 
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FROM: THE PRESIDENT  

1stLt Ernest E. Johnson, USMC (Ret) 

• The Board of Directors meets quarterly to ensure that all business is managed in a timely     
manner.  An Executive Committee is in place to manage any business between Board of Directors 
meetings and reports any action taken to the Board of Directors. 

• The Board of Directors recognizes the advantages and values of using electronic technology 
• MCMA business email addresses for all Officers and Business Manager communications in lieu 

of using the private/personal email address. 
• Conference Call.com is used to conduct business meetings 
• We are using a communications system to enhance the communications to members.  
• The Membership Data base is almost current and accurate; it been a long haul……... 
• The web site is current and up to date.  Use it for current information…  
• We are currently operating on a FY budget; it keeps us focused on the financial status of MCMA; 

it still needs some refining.  The membership dues are not sufficient to sustain the operating     
expenses.  Donations from members, advertising your business in the MESTENGO and/or web 
site and bequest from members would relieve this situation and keep us solvent. 
 
During my tenure I have realized that the National Headquarters level does well with the         
operational and administrative tasks.  It is seriously limited in having access communications 
resources to promote and expose the Mustang Association to the communities.  We rely on 
MCMA Chapters to represent the Mustang Association in these areas.  Currently there are three 
MCMA Chapters, we need more.  I am appealing to you to start a Chapter in your area/region. 
 
See each of you at the 2018 MCMA Muster; 8-12 August 2018; San Antonio, TX.       
MarineCorpsMustang.org for details. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

president@MarineCorpsMustang.org   

Greetings, Mustangs: 
 

It has been a great tour; really enjoyed being your President.  
All good things must come to an end.  During the Muster in 
San       Antonio, TX. You have received information about the 
election   process.  This is your organization and I am certain 
that there is enough commitment among you that some   
Mustang to step up as I did.  There are systems in place that 
will assure a smooth transition and the continuity            
maintained. 
 
I want to express my gratitude to the Officers, Directors and    
Business Manager who served with me and worked diligently 
to  ensure  that the Mustang Association remains vital.  It has 
not always been easy, but we stuck together and got it done. 

Semper Fidelis, 

Ernest 



Continued from front page 
 
Operators Course in San Diego, CA. Upon completion 
of Radio School, PFC Sifuentes was sent to the          
Territory of Hawaii to join 1st ANGLICO 
(AirNavalGunfire Control LiaisonCo) where he was 
meritoriously promoted to Corporal E.3 and deployed 
to Japan and Korea. He served with ANGLICO until 
honorably discharged in 1959. 

Upon release from active duty, Art worked his way 
through college in East Texas and, in 1964 rejoined the 
Marine Corps upon graduation from Stephen F. Austin 
State College in Nacogdoches, Texas.  Following Officer 
Candidate School in Quantico, VA, and with a new 
bride, 2nd Lt. Sifuentes was off to Pensacola, Florida 
where he earned his aviator’s wings in April of 1966.  
After a short squadron tour in New River, Jacksonville, NC for 3 months), 1stLt Sifuentes joined       
Helicopter Marine Medium (HMM) Squadron 163 in Okinawa in September of 1966 where the     
squadron immediately deployed via the USS Iwo Jima to Viet Nam and offloaded the UH-34 helicopter 
squadron to Hue/Phu Bai. HMM 163 conducted operations throughout I Corps from Hue/Phu Bai to 
the DMZ, etc... Newly promoted Captain Sifuentes returned to the US to Marine Corps Air Facility in 
New River, Jacksonville, NC in  October of 1967 where he transitioned to the CH-46 Sea Knight and      
deployed a number of times aboard ship in support of Med and Caribbean operations with HMM 264.   

Transitioning to the CH-53 Sea Stallion in 1970, he returned to WESTPAC to Okinawa, Japan and     
deployed back to Viet Nam aboard ship with HMM 164 supporting I Corps Operations flying both the 
CH-46 and CH-53. Returning to Okinawa, he transferred to Helicopter Marine Heavy Squadron 
(HMH) 462 CH-53 helicopters. Upon returning to the US, Capt Sifuentes, now as a family of 4, was   
assigned to HMH 463 flying the CH-53 D in Kaneohe, Hawaii. Within months the squadron was        
deployed back to Viet Nam on Operation End Sweep, joining 
with Navy Minesweeping Squadron 12 (HM-12), assigned to 
sweep whatever active mines remained in all the North      
Vietnamese harbors that the US had laid. Early 1972, the 
Task Force returned and newly promoted Major Sifuentes 
was transferred to Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron 
24, flying the AH-1 Cobra and UH-1 Huey. During this       
period Maj Sifuentes earned a Master’s Degree via off-duty 
education. 

Now 1975, Major Sifuentes was sent to the US Naval      
Academy (USNA) in Annapolis, MD  as the 28th Company 
Officer, where he commanded a Company of 125               
Midshipman teaching leadership and officer-skills to male 
and female Midshipmen. 

From the Naval Academy in 1978, his orders sent him back 
to Quantico, VA to attend the Marine Corps Command and 
Staff College. Following graduation he was ordered to Tustin, 
CA to become the Executive Officer to assist in reforming the 
newly-returned-from-Viet Nam (and former squadron) 
HMH 462. Within months the newly formed squadron deployed to Okinawa for a 6 month Unit         
Deployment. Upon return, Major Sifuentes was promoted to LtCol and granted Command of HMH 
462. Twelve months later, LtCol Sifuentes, and the squadron, returned to Okinawa for   another 6 
month unit-deployment.  

Shortly upon returning to Tustin in April of 1982, LtCol Sifuentes relinquished Command of HMH 462 
and was assigned to the Staff of the Chief of Naval Aviation in Corpus Christi, Texas as the Training  
Officer.             Continued on next page  

  

His final flight in UH-34 Lady Bev, May 2012 



During this time he flew the C-12 King Air, UH-1 Huey and the A-4 Skyhawk. Completing a three 
year tour in 1985, Art elected to retire in February.  

LtCol Sifuentes has 34 Air Medals, Vietnam Campaign and Vietnam Service medals among other 
awards. 

Post Military Employment 

1985-1995- Boeing Helcopter Co., Philadelphia, PA--International Marketing CH-47/Marketing      
          V-22/CH-46 Program Manager (early retirement) 
1995-1997- Consultant, aviation programs 
1997-2005- Rolls-Royce, Marketing Director, USMC aviation (Engines) programs 
2005-2015-Executive Director, Marine Corps Aviation Association 
2016-present- Director, Business Dev., Military Historical Tours and Iwo Jima Association of        
    America 

He has two grown daughters and has been married to beautiful Jeanette for 54 years. 

Art welcomes Lady Bev to the National Museum of the Marine Corps 

Art and his daughter pose in front of the Lady Bev display at the NMMC, 2018 



TogetherWeServed.com offers a FREE video profile to all it’s members made from pictures that you 
provide, which are then turned into a video/slideshow designed to be posted on your TWS profile.  
The intent behind this video profile is to provide your military history and experience which can be 
passed down to your family and friends.  If you are interested in having the video profile created for 
free, contact the Secretary at Secretary@MarineCorpsMustang.org. 
 
We could also create a video profile of the history of the Marine Corps Mustang   Association, but 
we need your help.  We need pictures of past presidents, and past musters that could be put togeth-
er to tell the story of the Marine Corps Mustang  Association.  Please send any pictures you may 
have to the Secretary at Secretary@MarineCorpsMustang.org.  Please provide as much detail 
as possible of the picture such as people’s names, dates and the event name such as Muster 1990 
etc..  If you do not have scan and email ability, please call Tim Cook at (817) 800-3575. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALLING ALL OLD MESTENGOS 
 
I’ve been hard at work getting as much history about the Mustang Association documented and 
saved electronically in the cloud (Box.com) as permanent history available for the Mustangs of the 
future.  Unfortunately, I am missing multiple  Mestengo newsletters.  Listed below are the issues I 
am missing.  Please check your library and see if you have any of the missing newsletters.  
 
You can send them to me at 209 Evergreen Trl, Weatherford, TX 76087  
OR, you can scan and email them to me at Secretary@MarineCorpsMustang.org 
 

1993  1995  1996  2006 2008 2009 2010 2011 
Winter Fall  Winter Fall  Summer Summer ALL  ALL 

          Winter   Fall      
        Winter 

 

2012  2013  2014  2016  2017 

            Summer Spring  Fall  Winter Winter 

            Fall  Summer Winter 

            Winter  Winter    

 
Semper Fidelis! 
Tim Cook, Secretary 

FROM: THE SECRETARY 

http://togetherweserved.com/


Marines Unveil New Drone Operator Badge Design 

The newest breast insignia for Marines has been approved and is ready for issue. In May, the 

Corps unveiled two new badges that had been approved in November 2017, but were still in 

the design phase. The UAS Officers’ (MOS 7315) badge is gold, featuring a pair of wings     

almost 3 inches wide with a downward-pointing ‘delta’ on a shield over fouled (crossed)    

anchors. The UAS Operator (enlisted) (MOS 7314) badge has the same wings but without 

anchors and the ‘delta’ is silver with a silver circle bordering it.  

MCMA APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
   

 

Name:_________________________________________________Date____________________ 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone:_____________________________ Email:______________________________________ 
Please Circle One 

USMC (Active) (Ret.); USMCR (Active) (Ret.); Marine Veteran; Other:______________________ 
 

Rank:__________________________ MOS:___________ Birthdate:_______________________ 
 
Dates Enlisted:___________________________ Dates Officer____________________________ 
 
Date Retired/Released from Active Duty:_____________________________________________ 
 
Annual Membership Dues: $40 - 1 year ($35 renew) / $90 - 3 years 
 
Send payment to:  Marine Corps Mustang Assn., Inc. 
   PO Box 190 
   Quantico, VA 22134-0190  

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

NEW RENEWAL 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Woman Marine Grave Marker Fundraiser 
 

 

 

Opha May Johnson 

All Marines, female and male, are taught about Opha May Johnson, the first woman 
Marine. She joined the Marine Corps in August 1918 and paved the way for thousands of 
other women to be able to serve as Marines through the current day.  

The tragedy is that she is buried in her family plot in an unmarked grave in St. Paul’s 
Rock Creek Cemetery in Washington DC.  To date, her important place in history is not 
even mentioned in the cemetery’s list of notables who are buried there.  

This oversight must be corrected.  The Women Marines Association has sponsored a 
special project to get an appropriate marker installed to honor this pioneer veteran  

Marine.  We have established a financial goal of $30,000.  To date, we have raised about 
$11,500.   We could use your help to complete this project.  If you would like to donate 
as a group, or as individuals, you can mail checks made out to Women Marine  

Association with note that the donation is for the Opha May Johnson project.   

Thanks for your 
consideration, 

Kathy Sheppard 

 

Mail checks to: 

Women Marine Association 

P.O. Box 377 

Oaks Park, PA 19445-0377 



 

Mustang Honor Roll 

A plaque located in Semper Fidelis Park, National Museum of the Marine Corps, 

Quantico, VA honors the 5th Special Basic Course 1951 

  

Capt Jay C. Frost 

December 3, 2017 

LtCol John A. O’Brien 

April 26, 2018 

LtCol Anthony V. Rocha 

May 10, 2017 

Capt Charles M. Bartley 

October 29, 2017 



 
Greetings, Mustangs: 
 
During the Banquet of the 32nd Muster I will recognize and honor the Chartered Members of the 
Mustang Association.  I will also recognize past Presidents of the Mustang Association.  I have       
contacted these members and requested their presence during the Muster.   
 
To enhance this recognition, the Muster Banquet program will have a Patrons List. I am asking for 
$5.00 to have your name added to the Patrons List.   
 
Please forward your $5.00 to the Business Manager at the address below: 
                 

Business Manager 
Marine Corps Mustang Assn 
P.O. Box 190 
Quantico, VA 22134-0190 
 

In the MEMO section of your check, please note:  THE PATRONS LIST 
 

Semper Fidelis,  Ernest  
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2018 Muster Patrons 

We would like to thank the following members who sent contributions to our Muster 
Patrons List: 



A s part of the Marine Corps History Division, the Oral History Section was 
established in 1966 on order of the 23rd CMC, Gen. Wallace M. Greene, 

Jr. He defined oral history as living history, or the recorded voices of U.S. Marines 
in Vietnam. He believed that historical interviews would help fill the gap of         
historical information between the event and what was recorded in official         
documents, such as command chronologies and after action reports.  
 
 In some instances, organizations have undertaken oral history projects to   
interview their members that have resulted in the donation of several quality       
interviews. For example, the Women Marines Association donated more than 200 
interviews of female Marines extending back to World War II. California State  
University-Fullerton conducted a social archaeology project on MCAS El Toro,  
California, because the base had been closed and was being converted to green 
space. Marines who had served at El Toro were interviewed, resulting in the        
donation of almost 400 digitized interviews and bound transcripts to the History 
Division.  
 
 Sometimes there is resistance to a request for an interview because Marines 
humbly do not want to take credit for something that many others had a part in. 
However, the purpose of oral history interviews is not to elevate one Marine above 
another, but rather simply to capture the experience of that Marine for posterity. 
Marine Corps historians emphasize that an oral history interview is dissimilar to 
an after action report or lessons learned report. The intent is to capture the        
subject’s personal experience – the sights, sounds, smells, feelings, and notable 
memories of time spent in combat or in the Corps. Such raw descriptions hold    
tremendous value to researchers and authors who write each new chapter of      
Marine Corps history. It has been said that every “generation of Marines leaves a 
heritage to the next.”  

Excerpted from Oral History Program by Fred H. Allison, PhD 
 
  

ORAL HISTORY PROGRAM AT THE MUSTER 

During our Muster in San Antonio, Dr. Fred H. Allison will be 
on hand to conduct oral history interviews of Marine Mustangs 
in attendance. Dr. Allison is a retired Marine Major, former F-4 
Phantom RIO, and has managed the Oral History Section since 
2000. He earned his PhD in history from Texan Tech University 
in 2003. A quiet space will be set aside for Dr. Allison to conduct 
the interviews. Please come prepared to share your personal  
history as a Marine for posterity.  Dr. Fred Allison 

Maj, USMC (Ret) 



In 1963 Cpl Walter H. Meyer (MOS 2143) wrote this humorous “Dedication to 

Lifers” poem. Cpl Meyer and his cousin Klaus Berger, (both from Germany) joined 

the Corps in 1960 and were sent to Parris Island speaking very little English. Cpl 

Meyer served with distinction and worked with the ONTOS. He served from 25 

April 1960  - 24 April 1964. 

On the Lighter Side 

Poem courtesy of Cpl Meyer’s nephew, CWO-4 Doug Steiner, USMC (Ret)  



The Board of Directors has approved a revised and amended Article of 
Incorporation and Bylaws of the Marine Corps Mustang Association, Inc. These 
documents will be posted on the website for members with a valid email address 
and will be mailed to members, upon request, without an email address. 
Members must advise the Business Manager of correct contact information. IAW 
Article XII of the Bylaws members must be notified of the revisions and 
amendments thirty (30) days prior to a vote of approval by members. A vote on 
these documents will be held during the Membership meeting at the Muster in 
August 2018. Members not present at the Muster may vote via a ballot. 

 

Any and all proposed recommendations or alterations must be sent to the Board 
of Directors in writing. 

New Revisions to Mustang Association Bylaws 



32nd Marine Corps Mustang Muster 
 

The Historic Menger Hotel 

204 Alamo Plaza 

San Antonio, Texas 78205 

1-800-345-9285* 

*When calling for reservations please request the Marine Corps Mustang room block 

8 – 12 August 2018 
 

Itinerary 

           Wednesday, August 8th      1200 - 2000  Arrival / Hotel Registration / Check In......at       
registration table.  

  1900– Welcome Aboard Reception in the Garden and Victorian Room.  

 

          Thursday, August 9th        0900 - 1700  Registration.......(Volunteers needed to support 
the registration table – Call or email Business  

Manger to support) 

 

          Thursday, August 9th       1700  Meet in Hotel lobby for Dinner Cruise ....Be at Café Rio no 
later than 1715 (3 minute walk. Directions will be provided)  

 

           Friday, August 10th         0900 - 1100  Membership Business Meeting 

 

           Friday, August 10th         1200 - 1300  Board of Directors' Business     
     Meeting 

 

           Friday, August 10th         Leisure Time 

 

           Saturday, August 11th    1900 – Until..  Muster Banquet 

 

           Sunday, August 12th       0900 Farewell Breakfast in Hotel    

 

Note-  Breakfast and Lunch are on your own.   

 

   



  15 

MCMA MUSTER & ACTIVITIES REGISTRATION FORM – AUGUST 8-12, 2018 
Listed below are all registration, tour, and meal costs for the reunion.  Please enter how many people will be participating in each 

event and total the amount. Send that amount payable to ARMED FORCES REUNIONS, INC. in the form of check or money order.  

Otherwise, your cancelled check will serve as your confirmation.  Returned checks will be charged a $25 fee.  You may register 

online and pay by credit card at https://www.afr-reg.com/MCMA2018/ (3.5% will be added to credit card charges) or by mail.  All 

registration forms and payments must be received on or before 8 July 18.  After that date, reservations will be accepted on a space 

available basis.  We suggest you make a copy of this form before mailing.  Please do not staple or tape your payment to this form 

and mail to: 

Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.                OFFICE USE ONLY   
322 Madison Mews              Check #  _________ Date Received _________ 
Norfolk, VA 23510        Inputted _________ Nametag Completed _____ 

CUT-OFF DATE IS July 8
th

, 2018 
Price 
Per 

# of 
People Total 

TOURS 
     

THURSDAY AUG. 9
TH

 - Rio San Antonio Dinner Cruise – Combo Plate $55   $ 
  

MEALS 
     

SATURDAY AUG 11
TH

  - (Please select your entrée)       
CHICKEN MILANESE $50   $ 
12 OZ NEW YORK STRIP $65   $ 
        
        
  

REQUIRED REGISTRATION FEE 
Includes Hospitality Room and administrative expenses. $30 1 $30 

Total Amount Payable to Armed Forces Reunions, Inc.     $ 

PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON YOUR NAMETAG 

 
FIRST ______________________________________LAST ____________________________________________ 
  
RANK ________________________________________________________ 
 
SPOUSE NAME (IF ATTENDING)__________________________________________________________________ 
 
GUEST NAMES________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STREET ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY___________________________ STATE ________________ ZIP____________________________________ 
 
PH. NUMBER (___)____-_______   EMAIL ADDRESS _________________@______________________________ 
 
DISABILITY/DIETARY RESTRICTIONS_____________________________________________________________ 
(Sleeping room requirements must be conveyed by attendee directly with hotel) 

 
EMERGENCY CONTACT________________________________________ PH. NUMBER (___)_____-__________ 
 
ARRIVAL DATE ______________________________DEPARTURE DATE_________________________________ 
 
ARE YOU STAYING AT THE HOTEL?  YES  NO       
Prior to the cut-off date of 07/08/18, CANCELLATIONS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00am-5:00pm EASTERN TIME (excluding 

holidays). Call (757) 625-6401 to cancel reunion activities and obtain a cancellation code.  After 7/8/18 please contact reunion chairman directly 

for cancellations and refunds (James Casey 703-349-0873, 703-268-9579 (cell).  

https://www.afr-reg.com/MCMA2018/


National Headquarters 

MARINE CORPS MUSTANG ASSOCIATION, Inc.  

Post Office Box 190 

Quantico, VA 22134-0190 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
DOYLESTOWN, PA 

18901 
PERMIT NO. 82 

Moving? Retiring? Address Wrong? 

Please let us know your new address! 

Your date of Retirement! Any required corrections! 

And, don’t forget to let us know your new phone number 
and email address. Please include all nine digits of your zip 
code! 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

The principal purpose of the Marine Corps   

Mustang Association, Inc., is to advocate and 

provide career enhancing support for Marine   

Officers and Associate Members from other   

military services who have enlisted Marine Corps 

experience. We are an organization made up    

primarily of Mustang Officers with a broad   

spectrum of successful military and civilian     

experience. We pursue this mission through  

mentoring, networking and facilitating             

relationships that assist Mustang Officers in their 

careers and civilian transitions. We provide a 

venue of sharing lessons-learned in occupational 

fields and industry initiatives that support the 

mission of the United States Marine Corps. 


