
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle Township Middle School 
Summer Reading Guide 

2016 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Middle Township Middle School 
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DR. T. LEHMAN          Mr. J. Ortman 

    Principal                     Asst. Principal 

 

 

June, 2016 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

Reading is one of the most fundamental skills, laying the groundwork for all other educational pursuits and 

career opportunities. Summer can be a season full of good times and fun memories, but did you know that 

kids may experience learning losses when they don’t read during the summer? Research indicates students 

who do not read over the course of the summer run the risk of losing ground in their reading achievement. 

Students are encouraged to enjoy quality literature and to continue developing their independent reading 

skills. The Middle Township Summer Reading Program provides students an opportunity to stay connected 

to literature while enjoying their summer vacation. 

Children who read throughout the summer gain skills, can start the new school year with a better 

understanding of language and the world around them, and discover the joy of reading. The more they like 

to read, the more they will read. It’s not hard to help your children keep their interest in reading and 

learning.  

Middle Township’s Summer Reading Program increases opportunities for discussion about literature and 

can provide a meaningful experience for your child when reading a book. Enclosed is a list of books your 

child can choose from for their summer reading assignment. The selections on this list represent a wide 

variety of genres, authors, and readability levels. The summer reading list can also be found on the school 

website (www.middletwp.k12.nj.us/ms/). These titles are available at the Cape May County Library 

(www.cmclibrary.org), book stores, and online sites such as Amazon.com and Scholastic.com.  

 

Have a great summer and happy reading! 

Sincerely, 

 

Constance Chabok 

Literacy Department Supervisor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Reading List 2016 

 

Incoming 6
th

 

Out of My Mind – Sharon Draper 

Lost in the Sun – Lisa Graff 

Every Soul a Star – Wendy Mass 

The Calder Game – Blue Balliett 

Mockingbird: (Mok’ing-burd) – Kathryn Erskine 

Rules – Cynthia Lord 

Honest Truth – Dan Gemeinhart 

Some Kind of Courage – Dan Gemeinhart 

Where I’d Like to Be – Frances O'Roark Dowell 

The Incredible Journey – Sheila Burnford 

The Devil’s Arithmetic – Jane Yolen 

Mysterious Benedict Society – Trenton Lee Stewart 

Matilda Bone – Karen Cushman 

Kingdom Keepers 1: Disney After Dark – Ridley Pearson 

Shoot Out – Mike Lupica 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda or Darth Paper– Tom Angleberger 

39 Clues (any book in the series) 

The Tale of Desperaux – Kate DiCamillo 

Savvy – Ingrid Law 

Rules – Cynthia Lord 

Jackie’s Wild Seattle – Will Hobbs 

Becoming Naomi Leon – Pam Munoz Ryan 

The Invention of Hugo Cabaret – Brian Selznick 

The View From Saturday – E.L. Konigsburg 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

Lily & Jake- Jerry Spinelli 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson- Bette Lord 

Ninth Ward- Jewell Parker Rhoades 

Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini –Sid Fleischman 

Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott- Russell Friedman 

Hana’s Suitcase – Karen Levine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Incoming 7
th

 

Infinity Ring: A Mutiny in Time: Book 1 or (any book in the Infinity series) 

One Crazy Summer – Rosa Garcia-Williams 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli 

The Thing About Jellyfish – Ali Benjamin 

Football Genius (or any book in the series) – Tim Green  

After Ever After – Jordan Sonnenblick 

Goodbye Stranger – Rebecca Stead 

Summer Before Boys – Nora Raleigh Baskin 

Search for Wondla – Tony DiTerlizzi 

Masterminds – Gordon Korman 

Dead End in Norvelt -  Jack Gantos 

Bystander: a novel – James Preller 

Shakespeare Bats Cleanup – Ron Koertge  

The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman 

The Name of this Book is Secret – Pseuodonymous Bosch 

Scat – Carl Hiassen 

Ruby Holler – Sharon Creech 

Schooled – Gordon Korman 

Ranger’s Apprentice (any book in the series) – John Flanagan  

Waiting For Normal – Leslie Connor 

Stormbreaker (or any book in the Alex Rider series) – Anthony Horowitz 

A Thousand Never Evers- Shana Burg 

The Wednesday Wars – Gary Schmidt 

Fahrenheit 451-Ray Bradbury 

The House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros 

The Secret Life of Bees-Sue Monk Kidd 

A Boy Called Slow-Joseph Bruchac 

Steal Away…to Freedom –Jennifer Armstrong 

Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood- Ibtisam Barakat 

10,000 Days of Thunder: A History of the Vietnam War- Philip Caputo 

The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, Stupendous, Life of Showman P.T. Barnum-

Cadence Fleming 

September 11, 2001: Attack on New York City-Wilborn Hampton 

No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War- Anita Lobel 

 

 

 

 



 

Incoming 8
th 

The Worst Class Trip Ever – Dave Barry 

A Dog’s Purpose – W. Bruce Cameron 

Listen, Slowly – Thanhha Lai 

Ship Breaker – Paolo Bacigalupi 

Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team’s Epic Journey to Win Gold At the 

1936 Oympics (Young Readers Adaptation) – Daniel James Brown 

Miracle’s Boys – Jacqueline Woodson 

Flipped – Wendelin Van Draanen 

Lost & Found – Anne Schraff 

Sunrise Over Fallujah – Walter Dean Myers 

Pop – Gordon Korman 

The House of the Scorpion – Nancy Farmer 

The Eleventh Plague – Jeff Hirsch 

Things Not Seen – Andrew Clements 

Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War II – Joseph Bruchac 

Matched – Ally Condie 

Perfect  - Natasha Friend 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian – Sherman Alexie 

Taking Sides – Gary Soto 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman-Ernest J. Ganes 

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow-Susan Campbell Bartoletti  

A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968- Diane McWhorter 

Buffalo & the Indians: A Shared Destiny – Dorothy Hinshaw Patent 

Jungle of Bones – Ben Mikaelsen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Summer Reading List Book Descriptions – 2016 

 
Incoming 6

th
 grade: 

Out of My Mind – Sharon Draper 

Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient, young girl with cerebral palsy discovers a way to speak for the 

first time. 

 

Lost in the Sun – Lisa Graff 

Everyone says that middle school is awful, but Trent knows nothing could be worse than the year he had in fifth grade, when a 

freak accident on Cedar Lake left one kid dead, and Trent with a brain full of terrible thoughts he can't get rid of. Trent’s pretty 

positive the entire disaster was his fault, so for him middle school feels like a fresh start, a chance to prove to everyone that he's 

not the horrible screw-up they seem to think he is. If only Trent could make that fresh start happen. It isn’t until Trent gets caught 

up in the whirlwind that is Fallon Little—the girl with the mysterious scar across her face—that things begin to change. Because 

fresh starts aren’t always easy. Even in baseball, when a fly ball gets lost in the sun, you have to remember to shift your position 

to find it. 

 

Every Soul a Star – Wendy Mass 

Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at Moon Shadow, an isolated campground, to watch a total eclipse of the sun. They soon begin to learn 

a great deal about themselves, each other, and the universe. 

 

The Calder Game – Blue Balliett 

When seventh-grader Calder Pillay disappears from a remote English village--along with an Alexander Calder sculpture to which 

he has felt strangely drawn--his friends Petra and Tommy fly from Chicago to help his father find him. 

 

Mockingbird – Kathryn Erskine  

Ten-year-old Caitlin, who has Asperger’s Syndrome, struggles to understand emotions, show empathy, and make friends at 

school, while at home she seeks closure by working on a project with her father. 

  

Where I’d Like to Be – Frances O’Roark Dowell  

A group of foster children build a home of their own.      

 

The Incredible Journey – Sheila Burnford 

A doughty young Labrador retriever, a roguish bull terrier, and an indomitable Siamese cat set out through the Canadian 

wilderness to make their way home to the family they love.       

 

The Devil’s Arithmetic – Jane Yolen 

Hannah resents the traditions of her Jewish heritage until time travel places her in the middle of a small Jewish village in Nazi-

occupied Poland.   

 

Mysterious Benedict Society – Trenton Lee Stewart 

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at 

the Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules.    

 

Matilda Bone – Karen Cushman 

Fourteen-year-old Matilda, an apprentice bonesetter and practitioner of medicine in a village in medieval England, tries to 

reconcile the various aspects of her life, both spiritual and practical.     

 

Kingdom Keepers I: Disney after Dark – Ridley Pearson 

Thirteen-year-old Finn Whitman and four other young teens have been transformed into holograms to be guides for visitors to 

Disney World. When Finn is unexpectedly transported to the Magic Kingdom in his hologram form, Wayne, an Imagineer, tells 

him that he and the other guides must save the park from the scheming witch Maleficent and the Overtakers 

 

Shoot Out –Mike Lupica 

Jake goes from playing on a winning soccer team to being on the worst in the league, testing his sportsmanship and teaching him 

that there is more to being a star player. 



 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda or Darth Paper– Tom Angleberger 

Origami Yoda seems to have a way of knowing things but can Dwight’s origami finger puppet be real? Tommy is determined to 

find out and, with the help of his fellow sixth graders, builds a case file for and against Origami Yoda’s fabled powers.  

 

39 Clues (any book in series) – various authors 

Follow Amy Cahill and her brother, Dan, as they travel the world to hunt for the 39 Clues in a race against unscrupulous foes. 

Book one in the series is Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan. 

 

The Tale of Despereaux – Kate DiCamillo 

The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to 

be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.       

 

Savvy – Ingrid Law 

Turning 13 for Mibs Beaumont is a much anticipated event. Mibs will finally get her savvy – or special superpower-like talent. 

What will her talent be? When her father gets into a car accident the day before her big day, she hopes her new savvy will be one 

that helps him get better.  

 

Rules – Cynthia Lord 

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further 

complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.   

 

Honest Truth – Dan Gemeinhart 

A boy named Mark, tired of being sick with cancer, conceives a plan to climb Mount Rainier, and runs away from home with his 

dog, Beau--but with over two hundred miles between him and his goal, and only anger at his situation to drive him on nothing 

will be easy, and only his best friend, Jessie, suspects where he is heading. 

 

Some Kind of Courage – Dan Gemeinhart 

Joseph Johnson has lost just about everyone he's ever loved. He lost his pa in an accident. He lost his ma and his little sister to 

sickness. And now, he's lost his pony — fast, fierce, beautiful Sarah, taken away by a man who had no right to take her. Joseph 

can sure enough get her back, though. The odds are stacked against him, but he isn't about to give up. He will face down deadly 

animals, dangerous men, and the fury of nature itself on his quest to be reunited with the only family he has left. Because Joseph 

Johnson may have lost just about everything. But he hasn't lost hope. And he hasn't lost the fire in his belly that says he's getting 

his Sarah back, no matter what. 

  

Jackie’s Wild Seattle – Will Hobbs 

Fourteen-year-old Shannon and her little brother, Cody, spend the summer with their uncle, helping at a wildlife rescue center 

named Jackie's Wild Seattle. 

  

Becoming Naomi Leon – Pam Munoz Ryan 

When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger 

brother in search of her father. 

 

The Invention of Hugo Cabret – Brian Selznick 

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a 

mysterious toyseller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized. 

 

The View from Saturday – E.L. Konigsburg  

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who 

chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition.    

 

Wonder – R.J. Palacio 

Ten-year-old Auggie, born with extreme facial abnormalities, goes from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private 

middle school, where he endures taunts and bullying and struggles to be seen as just another student. 

 

 



 

Lily & Jake – Jerry Spinelli 

Jake and Lily are twins and have always felt the same, like two halves of one person, but the year they turn eleven years old and 

Jake begins hanging out with Bump Stubbins, everything changes. 

 

In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson-Bette Lord 

In 1947, a Chinese child comes to Brooklyn where she becomes Americanized at school, in her apartment building, and by her 

love for baseball.  

 

Ninth Ward-Jewell Parker Rhoades 

In New Orleans' Ninth Ward, twelve-year-old Lanesha, who can see spirits, and her adopted grandmother have no choice but to 

stay and weather the storm as Hurricane Katrina bears down upon them.  

 

Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini- Sid Fleischman 

A biography of the magician, ghost chaser, aviator, and king of escape artists whose amazing feats are remembered long after his 

death in 1926. Profiling his early years, personal life, and great accomplishments in show business, the story of the famous 

magician, Harry Houdini, comes to life through a review of his greatest tricks and most amazing feats, complete with index, 

photos, and author's notes.  

 

Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott- Russell Friedman 

Covers the events surrounding and including the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the end of segregation on buses.  

  

Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story-Karen Levine 

A biography of a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust, told in alternating chapters with an account of how the curator of a 

Japanese Holocaust center learned about her life after Hana's suitcase was sent to her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Incoming 7
th

 Grade 

 

Infinity Ring: A Mutiny in Time: Book 1(or any book in the series) – James Dashner 

Time has gone wrong, and best friends Dak Smyth and Sera Froste, together with the young Hystorian Riq, must use the infinity 

ring to travel back to one of the Great Breaks--a mutiny on the Santa María--to correct history and defeat the SQ. 

 

One Crazy Summer – Rosa Garcia-Williams 

Three Brooklyn sisters are sent off to stay with the mother they barely remember in Oakland, California in tumultuous 1968. The 

Civil Rights Movement is taking place and the Black Panthers are organizing. Eleven year old Delphine and her sisters learn 

about the movement taking place while they get to know their mother. 

Newbery Honor Book, Coretta Scott King Award, National Book Finalist, Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction 

 

Stargirl – Jerry Spinelli 

Leo Borlock follows the unspoken rule at Mica Area High School: dont stand out--under any circumstances! Then Stargirl arrives 

at Mica High and everything changes--for Leo and for the entire school. After 15 years of home schooling, Stargirl bursts into 

tenth grade in an explosion of color and a clatter of ukulele music, enchanting the Mica student body. But the delicate scales of 

popularity suddenly shift, and Stargirl is shunned for everything that makes her different. Somewhere in the midst of Stargirl's 

arrival and rise and fall, normal Leo Borlock has tumbled into love with her. In a celebration of nonconformity, a tense, emotional 

tale about the fleeting, cruel nature of popularity--and the thrill and inspiration of first love.    

 

The Thing About Jellyfish – Ali Benjamin   

Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over the loss of her best friend by investigating the rare jellyfish 

she is convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 

 

Football Genius (or any book in the series)– Tim Green 

Troy White can predict football plays with amazing accuracy. When his mom gets a job with his favorite team, will he be able to 

convince the star player of his ability and help them win the season? 

 

After Ever After – Jordan Sonneblick 

Jeffrey is in remission from cancer but life is far from normal. He suffers from a limp and an inability to do well in school, his 

parents still constantly worry, his brother moved far away, and his friend is keeping a secret.  

 

Goodbye Stranger – Rebecca Stead 

As Bridge makes her way through seventh grade on Manhattan's Upper West Side with her best friends, curvaceous Em, crusader 

Tab, and a curious new friend--or more than friend--Sherm, she finds the answer she has been seeking since she barely survived 

an accident at age eight: "What is my purpose?" 

 

Summer Before Boys – Nora Raleigh Baskin  

Julia and Eliza are cousins and best friends. They share everything but when Julia comes to live with Eliza the summer her mother 

is deployed in the military, Julia’s new interest in boys leaves Eliza behind.  

 

Search for Wondla -  Tony DiTerlizzi 

Eva Nine is a twelve year old who has always lived underground raised by a robot. Her desire to go aboveground and meet 

humans introduces her to both friends and foes. 

 

Masterminds – Gordon Korman 

Five young residents of Serenity, New Mexico (which proudly boasts the best quality of life, and practically everything else, in 

the world), start to notice that, in the words of one of their friends, "there's something screwy going on in that town." In fact, very 

little is what it seems: not the factory that employs all the adults in town, not the town's relentlessly upbeat newspaper and (they 

learn) sanitized Internet, not the parents they've known their whole lives, and not even themselves. An important character dies in 

a crash; sinister adults with scary technology pose a growing threat; and one kid is hospitalized and drugged to make him forget 

what he's learned. 

 

 

 



 

Dead in Norvelt – Jack Gantos 

When Jack is grounded for two-months, his parents give him the odd job of helping a feisty elderly neighbor write obituaries. 

2012 Newbery Medal Winner. 

 

Bystander: a Novel  - James Preller 

Seventh grader Eric Hayes is new in town and is befriended by Griffin but Griffin seems to always be in the middle of trouble. 

Eric is just trying to fit in so he stands by as Griffin torments and bullies other kids. As Eric discovers just how cruel Griffin can 

be, he wants to break away from the friendship but will Eric become Griffin’s next target? Will he standby as Griffin bullies 

again? 

 

Shakespeare Bats Cleanup – Ron Koertge 

Kevin is out of baseball season and out of the loop at school when he’s stuck at home with mononucleosis. Trying to combat 

boredom, Kevin tries his hand at poetry where he laments about missing baseball and comes to grips with the loss of his mother.  
 

The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman 

Nobody Owens, known as Bod, lives in a graveyard and is being raised by ghosts. He is surrounded by adventure and danger and 

a graveyard is no place for a child to live but if he leaves, he faces a far greater danger. 

Newbery Medal Winner 

 

The Name of this Book is Secret – Pseudonymous Bosch 

Two eleven-year-old misfits try to solve the mystery of a dead magician and stop the evil Dr. L and Ms. Mauvais, who are 

searching for the secret of immortality.      

 

Scat – Carl Hiassen 

Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate when a mysterious fire starts near a Florida wildlife preserve and an unpopular 

teacher goes missing.      

 

Ruby Holler – Sharon Creech 

Thirteen-year-old fraternal twins Dallas and Florida have grown up in a terrible orphanage but their lives change forever when an 

eccentric but sweet older couple invites them each on an adventure, beginning in an almost magical place called Ruby Holler. 

 

Schooled – Gordon Korman 

Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched television, tasted a pizza, or even heard 

of a wedgie. But when his grandmother lands in the hospital, Cap is forced to move in with a guidance counselor and attend the 

local middle school. While Cap knows a lot about tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no education could prepare him for the politics 

of public school.    

 

Ranger’s Apprentice (any book in series) – John Flanagan 

Ruins of Gorlan is first in the series. When fifteen-year-old Will is rejected by battleschool, he becomes the reluctant apprentice 

to the mysterious Ranger Halt, and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger.      

 

Waiting for Normal – Leslie Conner 

Twelve-year-old Addie tries to cope with her mother's erratic behavior and being separated from her beloved stepfather and half-

sisters when she and her mother go to live in a small trailer by the railroad tracks on the outskirts of Schenectady, New York.       

 

Stormbreaker (or any book in the Alex Rider series) – Anthony Horowitz 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, Alex is coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's 

intelligence agency. Book #1 

 

A Thousand Never Evers – Shana Burg 

As the civil rights movement in the South gains momentum in 1963--and violence against African Americans intensifies--the 

black residents, including seventh-grader Addie Ann Pickett, in the small town of Kuckachoo, Mississippi, begin their own 

courageous struggle for racial justice.       

 

 



 

The Wednesday Wars- Gary Schmidt 

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, 

seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling 

learns much of value about the world he lives in. 

 

Fahrenheit 451-Ray Bradbury 

In this futuristic novel, the main character struggles with excessive controls on individual liberty, especially the banning and 

burning of books. 

 

The House on Mango Street - Sandra Cisneros 

A young girl living in a Hispanic neighborhood in Chicago ponders the advantages and disadvantages of her environment and 

evaluates her relationships with family and friends. 

 

The Secret Life of Bees - Sue Monk Kidd 

During the summer of 1964 in rural South Carolina, a young girl is given a home by three black, beekeeping sisters. As she enters 

their mesmerizing secret world of bees and honey, she discovers a place where she can find the single thing her heart longs for 

most.  

 

A Boy Called Slow - Joseph Bruchac 

During the winter of 1831, a boy was born into a family of Sioux. As was the custom, he was given a name that came from his 

actions--Slow. As Slow grew older, he proved his courage, and for his daring acts of bravery, his people came to call him by a 

new name--Sitting Bull. 

 

Steal Away…To Freedom- Jennifer Armstrong 

In 1855 two thirteen-year-old girls, one white and one black, run away from a southern farm and make the difficult journey north 

to freedom, living to recount their story forty-one years later to two similar young girls. 

 

Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood - Ibtisam Barakat 

 In this groundbreaking memoir set in Ramallah during the aftermath of the 1967 Six-Day War, Ibtisam Barakat captures what it 

is like to be a child whose world is shattered by war. Transcending the particulars of politics, this illuminating and timely book 

provides a telling glimpse into a little-known culture that has become an increasingly important part of the puzzle of world peace.  

 

10,000 Days of Thunder: A History of the Vietnam War - Philip Caputo 

It was the war that lasted ten thousand days. Pulitzer Prize- winning journalist Philip Caputo writes about our country's most 

controversial war -- the Vietnam War -- for young readers.  Included are the first stirrings of unrest in Vietnam under French 

colonial rule, to American intervention, to the battle at Hamburger Hill, to the Tet Offensive, to the fall of Saigon. 

 

The Great and Only Barnum: The Tremendous, Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. Barnum-Cadence Fleming 

Biography of P.T. Barnum, showman and founder of the Barnum & Bailey Circus. Readers can visit Barnum's American 

Museum; meet Tom Thumb, the miniature man (only 39 in. tall) and his tinier bride (32 in.); experience the thrill Barnum must 

have felt when, at age 60, he joined the circus; and discover Barnum's legacy.  

 

 

 

 



 

September 11, 2001: Attack on New York City-Wilborn Hampton 

Describes the September 11 attacks in the United States and presents several personal stories of tragedy told by New Yorkers who 

lived through the collapse of the World Trade Center. 

 

No Pretty Pictures: A Child of War-Anita Lobel  

The author, known as an illustrator of children's books, describes her experiences as a Polish Jew during World War II and for 

years in Sweden afterwards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Incoming 8
th

 Grade 

The Worst Class Trip Ever – Dave Barry 

In this hilarious novel, written in the voice of eighth-grader Wyatt Palmer, Dave Barry takes us on a class trip to Washington, DC. 

Wyatt, his best friend, Matt, and a few kids from Culver Middle School find themselves in a heap of trouble, not just with their 

teachers, who have long lost patience with them, but from several mysterious men they first meet on their flight to the nation's 

capital. In a fast-paced adventure with the monuments as a backdrop, the kids try to stay out of danger and out of the doghouse 

while trying to save the president from an attack; or maybe not. 

 

A Dog’s Purpose – W. Bruce Cameron 

A dog’s search for his purpose in life takes him through many lives as he learns to be a good dog, creates unbreakable bonds with 

humans, and shows us that love never ends. 

 

Listen, Slowly – Thanhha Lai 

A California girl born and raised, Mai can't wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, though, she has to travel to Vietnam 

with her grandmother, who is going back to find out what really happened to her husband during the Vietnam War. Mai's parents 

think this trip will be a great opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her culture. But to Mai, those are 

their roots, not her own. Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to be. Besides barely speaking the language, she 

doesn't know the geography, the local customs, or even her distant relatives. To survive her trip, Mai must find a balance between 

her two completely different worlds. 

 

Ship Breaker – Paolo Bacigalupi 

A faced paced adventure set in the distant future, where oil is scarce. Nailer scavenges metal scraps, hoping to make quota, when 

he discovers a wrecked clipper ship. Should he strip the ship or save the lone passenger? 

Printz Award, National Book Award 

 

The Boys in the Boat: The True Story of an American Team’s Epic Journey to Win Gold At the 1936 Oympics (Young Readers 

Adaptation) – Daniel James Brown 

The true story of nine young men from the University of Washington who, against all odds, won the gold medal in rowing at the 

1936 Olympics.The Husky Clipper was “a graceful needle of cedar and spruce,” a racing shell manned by an eight-oar crew very 

different from their Ivy League counterparts. They were the sons of farmers, loggers, and fishermen, hardy young men fully up to 

the rigors of training, each committed “to being part of something larger and more powerful and more important than himself.” 

Against the backdrop of the Great Depression and the rise of Nazi Germany, the inspiring tale of young Joe Rantz and his 

teammates is also about the many people who helped to make them heroes—the coaches, parents, fundraisers, girlfriends, and 

boat builders. 

 

Miracle’s Boys – Jacqueline Woodson 

Twelve-year-old Lafayette's close relationship with his older brother Charlie changes after Charlie is released from a detention 

home and blames Lafayette for the death of their mother.    

 

Flipped – Wendelin Van Draanen 

Juli Baker has had a crush on Bryce Loski forever but he’s never noticed her – that is, not until the 8
th

 grade. Just when Juli starts 

to see Bryce as he really is, Bryce finally notices Juli. Their romance is told from both sides, alternating between Juli and Bryce’s 

points of view. 

 

Lost and Found – Anne Schraff 

Darcy Willis’ long absent father returns, she is involved with her first relationship and her sister is getting in trouble in the first 

book of the Bluford High series. 

 

Sunrise Over Fallujah – Walter Dean Myers 

After September 11, Robin decides to enlist rather than going to college. After basic training, Robin is sent to Iraq where he learns 

the harsh realities of war while trying to stay hopeful. 

 

Pop – Gordon Korman 

When Marcus moves to town, he meets his neighbor Charlie and can’t believe his good luck when he realizes Charlie is the “King 

of Pop” – an ex NFL star.  Charlie teaches Marcus some great football moves, but his childish behavior gets Marcus into trouble. 



 

The House of the Scorpion – Nancy Farmer  

Matteo lives in a futuristic world along the American border. Most of the inhabitants think he is a monster, but the little boy 

doesn’t understand why. As grows up he comes to realize he is a clone of the corrupt ruler El Patron and his very existence is 

threatened by many. Escape is his only chance for survival.   

Newbery Honor Book, Printz Award for Excellence in YA literature, National Book Award 

  

The Eleventh Plague – Jeff Hirsch 

Twenty years after the start of the war that caused the Collapse, fifteen-year-old Stephen, his father, and grandfather travel post-

Collapse America scavenging, but when his grandfather dies and his father decides to risk everything to save the lives of two 

strangers, Stephen's life is turned upside down.      

 

Things Not Seen – Andrew Clements 

When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents and his new blind friend Alicia try to find 

out what caused his condition and how to reverse it.     

 

Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War II – Joseph Bruchac 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are 

recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War II in their native tongue. 

 

Matched – Ally Condie 

In the society, officials decide who you love, where you work and when you die. Cassia has always trusted their choices. It's 

hardly any price to pay for a long life, the perfect job, the ideal mate. So when her best friend appears on the Matching screen. 

Cassia knows with complete certainty that he is the one, until she sees another face flash for an instant before the screen fades to 

black. Now Cassia is faced with impossible choices, between Xander and Ky, between the only life she's known and a path no one 

else has ever dared follow, between perfection and passion.   

 

Perfect – Natasha Friend 

Following the death of her father, a thirteen-year-old uses bulimia as a way to avoid her mother's and ten-year-old sister's grief, as 

well as her own. 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian- Sherman Alexie 

Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school 

where the only other Indian is the school mascot. 

 

Taking Sides – Gary Soto 

Fourteen-year-old Lincoln Mendoza, an aspiring basketball player, must come to terms with his divided loyalties when he moves 

from the Hispanic inner city to a white, suburban neighborhood. 

 

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman-Ernest J. Ganes 

Presents the story of the long life of Miss Jane Pittman, who began her life as a slave in the South and who marched for her civil 

rights in the 20th century.  

 

Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler’s Shadow-Susan Campbell Bartoletti 

Susan Campbell Bartoletti explores the riveting and often chilling story of Germany's powerful Hitler Youth groups. By the time 

Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in 1933, 3.5 million children belonged to the Hitler Youth. It would become the largest 

youth group in history.  

 

A Dream of Freedom: The Civil Rights Movement from 1954 to 1968- Diane McWhorter 

In this history of the modern Civil Rights movement, the author focuses on the monumental events that occurred between 1954 

(the year of Brown v. the Board of Education) and 1968 (the year that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated.  

 

 



 

Buffalo & the Indians: A Shared Destiny-Dorothy Hinshaw Patent 

Provides a review of the bond between Native Americans and buffalo's throughout history and examines how European settlers 

disrupted nature's balance and nearly caused the extinction of an animal so highly respected by the native tribes.  

 

Jungle of Bones – Ben Mikaelsen 

Dylan Barstow, “major screw-up from Wisconsin,” finds his life changed by a trip to Papua New Guinea. Dylan has been in 

trouble with the law many times, even though he’s just going into the eighth grade; he has “a file as thick as a phone book.” Last 

time, it was for stealing candy bars; this time, he stole a car and took a joy ride through a planted field, tearing down the fence and 

wrecking the car. Since his father, a war correspondent, was killed covering the genocide in Darfur, Dylan has been an angry 

young man, disaffected and thumbing his nose at the world. His mother has had enough and unloads Dylan on Uncle Todd, who 

takes him to Papua New Guinea to locate the B-17 bomber Dylan’s grandfather crashed in the jungle during World War II. Uncle 

Todd figures an encounter with the jungle, swamps, 14,000-foot mountains, crocodiles and snakes just might make a man of 

Dylan. The third-person perspective is appropriate here, as a narrative in Dylan’s voice would be dripping with his anger, 

cynicism and self-absorption. The story weaves a father’s letter, the grandfather’s journal entries and plenty of hallucinatory 

jungle-survival scenes to make this a fast-paced adventure with quick resolutions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Directions for students- 

1. Read any book on the book list for the grade you will be entering 

in September, 2016. 

2. Complete ONE of the assignments listed on the following pages.  

3. Be sure to follow all the directions carefully and complete all the 

parts. 

4. Check your spelling. 

5. Your assignment should be colorful and reflect the events in your 

book. 

6. You will present this project to your class in September. 

7. It will be graded by your literacy teacher and count toward your 

first marking period grade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Below is a list of assignments. You only have to complete ONE of 

these. Choose one that will “show-off” your book and will be enjoyable 

for you to complete. 
 

CREATE A BOARD GAME. The game must include directions, pawns, and 

question/answer cards. The questions must include information about the 

characters, setting, plot, problem, and solution in the book you choose. The 

board game should be completed on a 12x18 or larger piece of construction 

paper. 

 

  

CREATE A TIMELINE OF THE 5-8 MAJOR EVENTS IN YOUR BOOK. Use 

drawings or magazine cutouts to show the events along the timeline. Label each 

event with a 5-7 sentence paragraph. The timeline should be completed on a 

12x18 or larger piece of construction paper. 

 

CREATE A COMIC STRIP. Include at least 6 captions and illustrations 

depicting the beginning, middle, and end of the story. Be sure your first strip 

includes the title and author of the book you read. Use clear, colorful images 

that depict the characters, setting, and  events of the story. The comic strip 

should be completed on a 12x18 or larger piece of construction paper. 

 

CREATE A POWER POINT or P REZI PRESENTATION. This presentation 

should be 8-10 slides. The first slide should include the title and author of the 

book. Your slides should include information about the characters, events, 

setting, problem, and solution. This presentation should be a combination of 

sentences and pictures. You will bring your power point presentation to school 

on a USB drive for your teacher to download onto a computer. If you choose a 

Prezi, on the first day of school, ask your teacher for their email address and 

“share” it with them.  

 



 

Matchbook Summaries. You will need one file folder (legal size preferred) and  

"matchbook papers," which are 3.5 by 6 inches pieces of white construction 

paper. You will need as many “matchbook papers” as there are chapters in the 

book. After reading each chapter, get a "matchbook paper," fold the bottom 

"tab" up about 1/2 inch.  The top side then gets folded down until it lines up 

with the crease from the tab. On the outside of the matchbook, draw and color 

your favorite scene from that chapter.  On the inside of the matchbook, write 

a summary of the chapter.  The summary must be 7-9 sentences; no more, no 

less. Glue the “matchbook papers” into the file folder after you have finished 

the book and all the “matchbook papers”.  This allows you to arrange and fit 

them into the file folder appropriately. Finally, decorate the cover of the file 

folder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEVELOP A BOOK TRAILER. Create a 30 second book trailer selling your 

book. This video/iMovie must be able to be viewed in class. You must bring this 

video to school on a USB drive for your teacher to download or you may email 

it. 
 


