“Money, Giving, and

Stewardship”
Sunday School Lesson on Luke 16:1-15

Stewarding Wisely...
Sunday School Lesson on Managing Gifts Well

Let’s admit it: some of the parables of Christ are a lot

easier to teach than others...and the parable of the shrewd manager is definitely
not on the easier level! If you are visiting a story like this one, it’s helpful to build
with several other verses, and focus on a general principle like stewardship. This
lesson looks at the importance of managing and maintaining what God gives us, as
well as putting Him first and foremost above all other things.

Lesson focus: God entrusts us with gifts like time, talents, and treasures. He wants
us to use these things wisely and expects us to give them back to His control. God
also wants to make sure nothing comes between us and Him.

Passage: Luke 16:1-15; Matthew 6:31-34, 1 Timothy 6:6-12,
Target Audience: Kindergarten-6t" grade (See notes for specific age modifications)

Materials Needed: Construction paper; old containers/boxes; tape; scissors;
decorative supplies; Bibles

Bonus Ideas:

e Compare our children’s sermon lesson on this same passage

e Compare our Lesson on the Love of Money

e Download No One Can Serve Two Masters coloring page (video explainer)

e See craft ideas about giving and stewardship

e See more lesson activity ideas on Sermons 4 Kids

e Clip art image above from Christian Clip Arts
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Lesson Opening Activity

How will you use it?...Management and stewardship exercise

This opener is adaptable according to the ages of your group and how much time
you have to spend on your lesson and introduction. Give students a little
challenge:

e (Younger students) Tell kids that they get to open up a store. Brainstorm
what they think they might need to do in preparation. What kind of store will
it be? What would they need besides products? Invite kids to draw some
pictures of their business and what it might include. If extra time allows, have
them form groups and “act out” what their business might be.

e (Older students) Inform students that they have a certain budget, and their
task is to envision a business of their own. Have them estimate how much of
their budget different elements might cost, and what they would need to
open a store or launch their business. Discuss what it might take and how
they would apportion amounts of their money for their ideas to succeed. It
isn’t easy!

Explain to students that today’s lesson has to do with stewardship, which refers to
being responsible with what God gives us.
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Teach: Bible Lesson from Luke 16:1-15

Begin the lesson by asking students what kinds of things we need money for. Do
they get an allowance? Do they see parents using money for things? (This
discussion will vary depending on audience and ages)

What should we do with our money? If someone gave you money and asked you
to get them something, what might be a wise thing to purchase?

For older students, read the parable of the shrewd manager, and chat about what
they think it might mean. For younger kids, focus on the last portion of it, looking
at the emphasis of “choosing a master.”

If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will
entrust to you the true riches? 2 And if you have not been faithful
in that which is another's, who will give you that which is your
own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and money.” -Luke 16:11-13

Some people worship money, in a way. They think about it all the time, or work
constantly in order to get more money. Some people are not responsible with
money and run out of it easily.

Did you know that God entrusts us with everything we have? That means He gives
us all things, including money. Our possessions are not really ours to keep. It’s sort
of like we are borrowing what we have from God... But He also promises to take
care of us.
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Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them all. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. “Therefore
do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for
itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. -Matthew 6:31-34

What does this mean? We want to focus on God first and foremost in all things.
We want to be wise with our resources...that is, be careful to use our things and
our money in ways that will benefit others and bring glory to God.

We also want to make sure we trust God, and try to think of Him when we are
planning. How can we do that? We can pray, or read our Bibles, and certainly ask
ourselves (or someone we trust) what would be best.

Also, consider that the gifts God gives us are not all monetary...brainstorm with
students what else God gives us, aside from money. He gives us talents, like being
able to sing, or draw, or write, or dance, or make people laugh. He gives us time,
which we can use to help one another or do things for Him.

These items do not have a price tag. And when we use them for God, we can be
assured that we will have joy and peace. Our joy is not in things, but in the Maker
of things:

But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought
nothing into the world, and!¥ we cannot take anything out of the
world. & But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content. ° But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a
snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. 19 For the love of money is a root of all kinds
of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away
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from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.!! But as for
you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the
faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about
which you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. -1 Timothy 6:6-12

If we are focused on loving temporary things or money, we will find ourselves
disappointed. This is an important warning for young and older students alike.
Stuff doesn’t satisfy, even if it might be momentarily appealing. Brainstorm with
kids how they might find this “godliness with contentment.”

When we are thankful for what we have, and pursue Christ, there’s no time for
silly yearning for things we don’t have. Let’s focus on the blessings of God!

Close with prayer and thank God for giving us amazing blessings. Ask for His help in
wisely and responsibly using what He has given us.
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Sunday School Craft on Stewardship

Stewardship banks (See detailed instructions and picture representations for
specifics)

Help students create their own special “banks” to practice responsibility with
money and planning. Encourage them to use their banks for more than just coins:
prayer requests, praises, ideas, and thank yous can also fill the coffers.

e Create a simple paper bank: Decorate a large sheet of construction paper,
including stickers and a verse or caption (“my tithes” or “my heart belongs to
God”). Cut out a flap and attach it to another piece of paper for background.

e Recycle an old container for a bank. This works with a used coffee can,
oatmeal container, tissue box, or other empty clean container. Have students
(or help students) cover in construction paper or wrapping paper. Decorate
as desired and cut an opening in the top.

See the written craft directions and watch the video example.
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Bible Memory Verse
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We hope you enjoy this free resource.

Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to copy & use in ministry.

I’'m Tony Kummer - | started this website in 2007, but God is
using it beyond my imagination. The mission is simple.

Help you tell kids about Jesus!

Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for ...
e serving where God has placed you.
e telling children about Jesus.

e allowing us to be a part of your mission.

We don’t ask for money, but we do need your help.
Please consider the following:

1. Comment on the website to encourage our authors.
2. Link to us from your blog or church website.
3. Share our posts on Pinterest or Facebook.

4. Tell a friend to google “Ministry to Children.”

5. Add me (and our team) to your personal prayer list.

I"d love to hear your feedback on this download. Tony@ ministry-to-children.com

May God bless you and continue to bless your ministry!
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“Giving Back to God”
Stewardship Crafts for Sunday School

Giving Back to God: Stewardship Craft Ideas for Sunday School

It’s important for kids to learn and recognize that there’s a lot more to life than
money. At the same time, it is also positive to teach them the benefits of saving
and using money wisely.

Creating a fun “tithe savings bank” can be a positive way to help them take
ownership of their budgeting. Even if they don’t have money to put in the
container, it can still be a great place to store thoughts, prayer requests, or other
items. Be as creative and decorative as you like in helping students create these
fun pieces! (

Note: pictures shown include a less than expert level of decorative flair savvy.)

Don’t miss the video version of these craft ideas on YouTube.

Verses or captions to consider:
| offer my heart to God
My Tithes and Talents are for the Lord

“No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and money.” —Luke 16:13

But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will
be added to you. —Matthew 6:33
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Craft one: Heart “bank” for prayers
and pennies

You will need:
e Paper
e Scissors

e Stickers (if desired)

e Glue
e Markers/decorative materials
Procedure:
1. Cut a heart shape out of one piece of paper.

2. Write on and/or decorate the paper to be the front of
the “bank”

3. Glue the heart onto another background paper, placing
the glue around the outer edges to leave
room in the center.

4. Alternatively, attach an envelope or flap to
the heart for easier removal.

5. Use for collecting money or prayer request
slips.
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Craft Two: Tithing Bank

You will need:
e Paper or wrapping paper
e Tape
e Scissors
e Markers/decorative materials

e A small container of some sort
(shoebox, oatmeal can, tissue box)

Procedure:

1. Cut aslitin the top of the box or
container, to have a slot for the
“bank.”

2. Wrap the paper around the container
and secure with tape.

3. Attach additional decorations or
captions as desired.
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We hope you enjoy this free resource.

Everything from Ministry-To-Chidren.com is 100% free to copy & use in ministry.
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I’'m Tony Kummer - | started this website in 2007, but God is
using it beyond my imagination. The mission is simple.

Help you tell kids about Jesus!

Our team is honored that you choose our material. Thank you for ...
e serving where God has placed you.
e telling children about Jesus.

e allowing us to be a part of your mission.

We don’t ask for money, but we do need your help.
Please consider the following:

1. Comment on the website to encourage our authors.
2. Link to us from your blog or church website.
3. Share our posts on Pinterest or Facebook.

4. Tell a friend to google “Ministry to Children.”

5. Add me (and our team) to your personal prayer list.

I’d love to hear your feedback on this download. Tony@ministry-to-children.com

May God bless you and continue to bless your ministry!
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