
playing together for a num-
ber of years and can be seen 
on the field,” Weaver said. 
“Not only are the plays ex-
ecuted well and efficiently 

because of that familiari-
ty, but the players can play 
several positions.”
Player roster: Kaden Ev-
ans, Kameron Hanley, 

Chase Weaver, Justin Mar-
tin, Logan Page, Ben Deck-
er, Caleb Fullen, Cooper 
Johnson, Blake Childs, 
Bryce Doss, Cole Stinard, 

Cameron Penney, Collin 
Van Fleet, Andy Diaz   
Primary Pitchers: Weaver, 
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See the story at the 
top of the page about  
several Apopka Lit-
tle League all-star 

baseball and softball 
teams. Being played 

at the Lake Mary 
Sports Complex over 
the next two weeks, 

the games begin this 
weekend. The Apop-

ka Little League has a 
tradition of excellence 
for all-star play, with 
the pinnacle reached 
during 2001 with the 
national champion-
ship being claimed.

Sports TheApopkaChief.com
Always up-to-the-minute 

Weather Reports!

Get All Your Sports 
Weather Updates at

By Neal Fisher
Apopka Chief Staff  
        
   When the calendar 
turns to June, all-star com-
petition is also turned to by 
the Little Leagues across 
the nation. 
       Apopka Little League is 
somewhat different though, 
as a rich tradition of claim-
ing championships has 
been established. In fact, 
the league comes into this 
year’s tournaments with the 
momentum of a five dis-
trict championship perfor-
mance (2017) along with 
appearing in a state cham-
pionship tournament. Then 
the Tournament of Champi-
ons/Top Team Tournaments 
held last month yielded two 
more district champion-
ships and a third team ad-
vanced to the final round.  
     All of this year’s Dis-
trict 23 championship tour-
naments will be held at the 
Lake Mary’s Sports Com-
plex (located at 550 Ran-
toul Lane) and over the next 
two weeks. 
     There are three levels/
rounds of all-star play in 
Florida – district, region 
and state. State champi-
ons advance to one of eight 
national (USA) regional 
championship tournaments. 
The final level/round is the 
Little League World Series, 
contested between the eight 
national (USA) regional 
champions and eight inter-
national regional champi-
ons. 
    The baseball and soft-
ball 7-9 years age division 

championship tournaments 
kicked off all-star competi-
tion on June 4. 
      However, only the dis-
trict championship is con-
tested for the age division.  
     Seven other teams are 
competing under the Apop-
ka Little League banner. 
The baseball teams are di-
vided into 8-10, 9-11 and 
10-12 years. Softball teams 
are divided into 8-10, 9-11, 
10-12 and 11-13 years (ju-
nior).
 Both 10-12 teams be-
gin play during the week of 
June 23. The softball 12-14 
years team received a bye 
into the Section 5 champi-
onship tournament.
  Schedules and oth-
er  information can be 
found on the District 23 
and Apopka Little League 
websites. The respective 
addresses are http://www.
eteamz.com/FLDistrict23/ 
or https://apopkalittlelea-
gue.siplay.com/site/. 
        
Baseball 8-10 years/Mi-
nor
Field: Apopka, Maitland, 
Lake Mary, Oviedo
Format: pool play, final 
(second vs. first seed) 
2017 result: lost final of 
Section 5 championship 
tournament for 8-10 years 
age division-one victory 
short of state championship 
tournament
Manager: Chris Weaver
Coaches: John Martin, 
Bryan Childs 
Overall view of team from 
coaching staff:
 “This team has been 

 Registration for Apopka Rap-
tors youth football and cheerleading 
is ongoing through August 1. There 
are five age groups from ages 4-6 
through 13-14.
 The Raptors are an AAU youth 
football program.
 “The program’s organizers are 
committed to teaching youth the 

fundamental skills of football and 
cheerleading as part of a collabora-
tive community partnership within 
a developmentally appropriate envi-
ronment for participants,” a spokes-
man said.
 “We will provide participants 
the opportunity to play in safe, struc-
tured, and supervised venues.”

 The Raptors will teach partici-
pants fundamental athletic skills and 
how the skills learned on the field 
apply to all facets of development in-
cluding academics, good sportsman-
ship, and citizenship.
 To sign up, visit www.apopka
raptors.com or if there are questions, 
call 321-445-7277.

Most Apopka Little League teams begin all-star play

Held at the Lake Mary Sports Complex, the majority of Apopka Little League’s all-star teams will compete for 

district championships  over the course of the next two weeks. Pictured above, the championship tournaments 

for the youngest age divisions were held during the first week of June. 

Remembering outstanding Apopka High 
baseball team 1968

The 1968 Apopka Blue Darters baseball team held a 50th-year reunion a few 

weeks ago, and Roger Franklin Williams will highlight the team today, Friday, June 

15, during his Blue Darter Sports Center radio program from 11 a.m.-noon on 

1520 WBZW. The live broadcast will take place from Porkies Original BBQ, 256 

E. Main St., Apopka, and the public is invited to attend, Williams said. These pic-

tures from Williams are from the reunion that was held recently. Williams is a 

1975 Apopka High graduate and is son of the late Roger A. Williams, who was 

principal of the school from 1946-1980.

See LEAGUE Page 3C

Youth football signup ongoing through Aug. 1
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Stinard, Martin, Childs, Van Fleet    
Number of players returning from 
last season’s 7-9 or 8-10 years 
all-star teams: six
Strongest tangible attribute of 
players: depth in general, depth 
among the pitching staff’s game 
Strongest intangible attribute of 
players: limiting of mistakes
 “Except for one, the play-
ers are actually on the shorter 
and lighter side for this age di-
vision,” Weaver said. “However, 
this group of players compensate 
with strong fundamentals. For ex-
ample, the swing is as technically 
sound as possible. There is a cer-
tain amount of power when at the 
plate produced because the tech-
nique is as sound as possible. The 
players rotate the hips and plant 
the feet correctly to create the bat 
speed needed to hit the long ball. 
When pitching, the fastball and 
change-up along with the speed is 
mixed well. Executing the plac-
ing of the foot and shifting the 
weight, then the follow-through 
properly allows for executing that 
mixture. 
 “When the technique is prop-
erly executed, both the physical 
and mental mistakes are also re-
duced.  At this age division, ev-
eryone rotating properly when the 
ball is hit is not always a regular 
occurrence. Every player knows 
the who, when and where to back-
up though. There is an under-
standing or intelligence about the 
who, what, when and how to play 
the game above the norm each 
player possesses, from fielding 
to hitting to pitching. Tangibly, a 
main rotation of five pitchers and 
as many as 11 provides the coach-
es with several options most don’t 
have. The depth is throughout, at 
least two players can play every 
position.”  
                                        
Softball 8-10 years/Minor
Field: Apopka, Casselberry, Lake 
Mary
Format: pool play, stepladder 
tournament (third vs. second 
seed, winner vs. one seed in final)
2017 result: won District 23 
championship for 8-10 years age 
division 
Manager: Pete Rigali 
Coaches: James Bayly, Dominick 
Shaw
Overall view of team from coach-
ing staff:
 “In general, putting the ball 
in play is the best one sentence 

description of this team,” Rigali 
said. “We don’t commit a lot of 
mistakes, which create positions 
where damage can be done by the 
opponents. Winning starts with 
opponents having to match the 
consistency with which the num-
ber of mistakes committed on 
both offense and in the field are 
limited.” 
Player Roster: Mia Aeschilman, 
Katherine (Katie) Bayly, Ainsley 
Brock, Lily Bryant, Riley Ford, 
Jordyn Many, Ashley Mays, Shy-
lah Pino, Mia Rigali, Victoria 
Shaw, Reagan Watkins, Sydney 
Watkins 
Primary Pitchers: Bailey, Ford   
Number of players returning from 
last season’s 8-10 years all-star 
team: six
Strongest tangible attribute of 
players: hitting and fielding
Strongest intangible attribute of 
players: consistency of pitching 
staff  
 “The make-up of the team 
within the context of limiting mis-
takes is there are a lot of options 
to work with when batters get on 
base,” Rigali said. “The middle 
of the line-up has power, enough 
to produce that kick-to-the-gut, 
change-the-direction- of-the-con-
test play. Definitely, when a bad 
pitch is thrown, we can take the 
lead with the middle of the line-
up. However, that power matters 
and the result only happens if the 
other players get on base. Above 
average speed and running the 
bases well is possessed by every-
one. Both in the number of play-
ers which can be called on and 
the diversity of plays, a lot of op-
tions are present for the manag-
er to work with when needing to 
move the runners around the bas-
es. Strategy will be built around 
the situation because possessing 
such a running style on the bases 
is very dynamic.  
 “Last year, the pitching staff 
had the ability to contribute to the 
team’s efforts and affect the out-
come by simply overwhelming 
opponents at the plate. That con-
sistency for limiting mistakes also 
means inducing batters to put the 
ball in play is clearly the strength 
of this year’s pitching staff. Nei-
ther pitcher walks or strikeout a 
lot of batters, making for a style 
which isn’t attention-grabbing. 
Yet, the style is equally effective 
when working properly with the 
defense. Whether by spectacular 
means or mundane, all outs have 
the same amount of weight.”

Baseball 9-11 years
Field: Apopka, Maitland, Lake 
Mary, Oviedo
Format: pool play, final (second 
vs. first seed) 
2017 result: lost final of Section 
5 championship tournament for 
8-10 years age division last sea-
son-one victory short of state 
championship tournament
Manager: Ron Enfinger 
Coaches: John Poppell, Mike Po-
sluszny 
Overall view of team from coach-
ing staff:
 “This team is the same as 
last season’s, which came with-
in a victory of reaching the state 
championship tournament,” 
Enfinger said. “The big difference 
is the players are a year older and 
have been thinking about losing 
the final of the Section 5 cham-
pionship tournament to Dr. Phil-
lips. Unlike some of these all-star 
teams, we do not play travel ball. 
So the players have had a year to 
think about what was essentially 
a couple of sloppy innings lead-
ing to the loss while waiting to 
play as a team again. Not a day 
has passed since losing the con-
test in which somebody hasn’t 
mentioned wanting another op-
portunity to win the final of the 
Section 5 championship tourna-
ment and playing at the state lev-
el.”  
Player Roster: Lukas Breiden-
baugh, Austin DiSabatino, J.D. 
Edge, Maxwell Meyer, Cameron 
Michael,   Jonah Musselwhite, 
Jordan Poppell, Nico Posluszny, 
Brady Roehrig, Jandaniel Sal-
gado, Matthew Sosa, Matthew 
Touchet  
Primary Pitchers: Sosa, Po-
sluszny, Edge, Breidenbaugh, Di-
Sabatino, Poppell    
Number of players returning from 
last season’s 8-10 years all-star 
team: 10
Strongest tangible attribute of 
players: pitching depth, return of 
Salgado (injured before last sea-
son’s championship tournament)  
Strongest intangible attribute of 
players: Motivation to right the 
wrong of losing Section 5 champi-
onship tournament final last year, 
core has played and achieved suc-
cess together for several years 
(advanced to final of District 23 
championship tournament for 7-9 
age division during 2016, claimed 
District 23 championship for 8-10 
years age division during 2017, 
posted perfect record during pool 
play both years)

 “Pitching is clearly the 
strength,” Enfinger said. “Not a 
lot of attempting to deviate from 
the basic pitches is relied on. The 
basic pitches vary in speed and 
are moved so well there was no 
need to deviate throughout the 
regular season. The pitchers un-
derstand how to mix the fastball, 
curveball and breaking ball pro-
ficiently. Utilizing the fastball, 
curveball and breaking ball in 
such a mix and with proficiency 
sets up the opportunity for suc-
cess. But what turns the opportu-
nity into tangible success is pow-
er when needed, the last ingredi-
ent. There is also balance among 
both the style and throwing hand. 
In addition to the thoroughness 
provided by the starters, Jordan is 
a left-handed reliever.  
 “The hitting is far from the 
weak part of our game though and 
contributes equally. Most of the 
time, we need a complement to 
the pitching. Yet, there have been 
times the hitting had to carry the 
team to victory. Every specific at-
tribute supposed to be possessed 
by each position is. The middle 
of the line-up has power, but can 
bunt when needed to. The rest of 
the line-up gets on base and has 
an impressive on-base percent-
age, but can hit the long ball when 
needed as well. So the hitting 
doesn’t stick out like the pitching, 
but produces at a level which con-
tributes to winning. RBI produc-
tion exists throughout the line-up. 
On paper, we have a team which 
can contend and is excited about 
carrying the Apopka banner. And 
this age group has always been 
one good contest after another.”       
      
Softball 9-11 years
Field: Apopka, Oviedo
Format: best-of-three victories  
2017 result: advanced to state 
championship tournament last 
season and earned first victory by 
Apopka Little League team for 
9-11 softball age division
Manager: Patrick Scott 
Coaches: Scott Hilderbrand, 
Adam Bowman (team parent)
Overall view of team from coach-
ing staff:
 “Something of a contradic-
tion, experience will go a long 
way in determining the outcome,” 
Patrick Scott said. “As far as the 
numbers, this is a young team 
for the age division. Only four of 
the players were members of last 
year’s team. However, playing 
in the state championship tour-

nament is an invaluable experi-
ence and all four are the pitchers 
while another year was gained. 
Also, although not in this age di-
vision, every player has all-star 
experience. All of the other play-
ers played in the younger age di-
vision last year.”            
Player Roster: Senaia Ansanya, 
Emmi Bowman, Kalyssa Craft, 
Ava Gonzalez, Blaire Hilder-
brand, Brook-Lyn Hilderbrand, 
Hagan McGatlin, Avery Schoen, 
Emma Scott, Tristen Tabor  
Primary Pitchers: Craft, Brook-
Lyn Hilderbrand, Scott, Tabor
Number of players returning from 
last season’s 9-11 years all-star 
team: four
Strongest tangible attribute of 
players: pitching depth, defense
Strongest intangible attribute of 
players: experience of pitching 
staff-all were members of last 
year’s team which played in the 
state championship tournament
 “Again and obviously, the 
pitching staff sticks out as the dif-
ference in the outcome,” Scott 
said. “However, the offense is 
a strong complement and built 
with the same intention of the fo-
cus being on limiting mistakes. 
Quite frankly, we don’t have the 
skill-set to overcome a lot of mis-
takes easily and is reflected in the 
style of play and mindset. When 
in the field, we don’t give the op-
ponents extra base runners or is-
sue a lot of walks. Putting the ball 
in play is common when at the 
plate because we don’t swing at 
bad pitches. Opponents have to 
consistently field the ball cleanly. 
Nor do we run ourselves out of an 
inning when batters get on base. 
 “To use an old cliché, we 
don’t beat ourselves because lim-
iting mistakes are focused on and 
emphasized. If we need a series 
of big plays during the closing 
stages which translate to winning, 
the pitching is dynamic and bal-
anced enough to create that surge. 
The style and range of the pitch-
ing game doesn’t include any of 
the spectacular, but there aren’t 
any holes either. Putting our-
selves in the position of being 
able to win before those closing 
stages though, starts with under-
standing the style best fitting the 
skill-set and then executing. On a 
side note, being named an all-star 
and playing in the tournaments is 
a great and beneficial experience 
for everyone. Obviously the play-
ers benefit, but so do the coaches 
and even the families.”

League: Softball and baseball will both be in action for all-star play
Continued from page 1C

History of Father’s Day based on success of Mother’s Day
The history of Father’s 

Day Festival as seen today 
is not even a hundred years 
old. Thanks to the hard 
work and struggle of Ms 
Sonora Louise Smart Dodd 
of Washington State, just 
as we have set aside Moth-
er’s Day to honor mothers, 
we have a day to acknowl-
edge the important role 
played by the father. How-
ever, some scholars opine 
that the history of Father’s 
Day is much older than we 
actually believe it to be. 
They say that the custom 
of honoring dads on a spe-
cial day is over 4,000 years 
old. There are a few more 
claims about the Father’s 
Day origin about which we 
will learn in this page.
Earliest History of 
Father’s Day

Scholars believe that 
the origin of Father’s Day 
is not a latest phenome-
non, as many believe it to 
be. Rather, they claim that 
the tradition of Father’s 
Day can be traced in the ru-
ins of Babylon. They have 
recorded that a young boy 
called Elmesu carved a Fa-
ther’s Day message on a 
card made out of clay near-

ly 4,000 years ago. Elmesu 
wished his Babylonian fa-
ther good health and a long 
life. Though there is no 
record of what happened to 
Elmesu and his father, the 
tradition of celebrating Fa-
ther’s Day remained in sev-
eral countries all over the 
world.
History of Father’s Day 
in the U.S.

A modern version 
of Father’s Day celebra-
tion originated in the Unit-
ed States of America and 
thereafter the tradition 
spread in countries around 
t¡he world. The world owes 
thanks to Ms. Sonora Lou-
ise Smart Dodd, a loving 
daughter from Spokane, 
Washington, as it is be-
cause of her struggle that 
Father’s Day saw the light 
of the day.

 The idea of a Father’s 
Day celebration originat-
ed in Sonora’s mind when 
she per chance listened to 
a Mother’s Day sermon 
in 1909. Fairly mature at 
age 27, Sonora pondered 
if there is a day to honor 
mother, then why not for a 
father? Sonora felt strong-
ly for fathers because of 

the affection she received 
from her own father,  Mr. 
William Jackson Smart, a 
Civil War veteran. Sonora’s 
mother died during child-
birth when Sanora was 
just 16. Mr. Smart raised 
the newborn and five other 
children with love and care.

Inspired by Ms. Anna 
Jarvis’ struggle to promote 
Mother’s Day, Ms. Dodd 
began a rigorous campaign 
to celebrate Father’s Day in 
the U.S. The Spokane Min-
isterial Association and the 
local Young Men’s Chris-
tian Association (YMCA) 
supported Sonora’s cause. 
As a result, Spokane cele-
brated its first Father’s Day 
on June 19, 1910. Though 
there was initial hesitation, 
the idea gained gradual 
popularity all over the U.S. 
and Fathers Day came to be 
celebrated in cities across 
the country

Looking at the height-
ened popularity of Father’s 
Day in the U.S., President 
Woodrow Wilson approved 
of this idea in 1916. Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge, too, 
supported the idea of a na-
tional Father’s Day in 1924 
to “establish more intimate 

relations between fathers 
and their children and to 
impress upon fathers the 
full measure of their obli-
gations.” After a protract-
ed struggle of over four 
decades, President Lyndon 
Johnson signed a presiden-
tial proclamation declaring 
the third Sunday of June as 
Father’s Day in 1966. Then 
in 1972, President Richard 
Nixon established a perma-
nent national observance of 
Father’s Day to be held on 
the third Sunday of June. 
Sonora Smart Dodd was 
honored for her contribu-
tion at the World’s Fair in 
Spokane in 1974. Ms. Dodd 
died in 1978 at age 96.
Other Theories of Fathers 
Day Origin

There are several theo-
ries behind the origination 
of Father’s Day.

*Some believe that the 
first Fathers Day church 
service was held in West 
Virginia in 1908.

*Others opine that the 
ceremony was first held in 
Vancouver, Washington.

*The president of the 
Lions’ Club, Chicago, Har-
ry Meek is said to have cel-
ebrated the first Father’s 

Day with his organization 
in 1915 to stress the need to 
honor fathers. He selected 
the third Sunday in June for 
celebration, the closest date 
to Meek’s own birthday. 
In appreciation for Meek’s 
work, the Lions Clubs of 
America presented him 
with a gold watch, with the 
inscription “Originator of 
Father’s Day,” on his birth-
day, June 20, 1920.

*Some historians hon-
or Mrs. Charles Clayton 
of West Virginia, as the 
Founder of Father’s Day.

*In 1957, Senator 
Margaret Chase Smith 
wrote Congress that, “Ei-
ther we honor both our par-
ents, mother and father, or 
let us desist from honor-
ing either one. But to sin-
gle out just one of our two 
parents and omit the other 
is the most grievous insult 
imagin-able.”

*In countries where 
Catholic Church holds 
greater influence, Father’s 
Day is celebrated on St. 
Joseph’s Day (March 19).
Present Day Celebrations

The Father’s Day Fes-
tival has gained amazing 
popularity over the years. 

The festival is considered to 
be secular and is celebrated 
not just in the U.S., but in 
a large number of countries 
around the world including 
Argentina, Australia, Bel-
gium, Brazil, France, Ger-
many, Japan, New Zealand, 
Norway and India, though 
on different dates. 

World over, people 
take Father’s Day as an op-
portunity to thank fathers 
and pay tribute to them. On 
this day, children present 
Father’s Day cards, not 
just to their dads, but also 
grandfathers, uncles, step-
fathers or any other per-
son who commands the po-
sition of a father in their 
life. There is also a trend to 
present a Father’s Day gift 
to dad, most popular of all 
being the necktie. Another 
popular gift is that of roses, 
the official Father’s Day 
flower. 

Many people rue that 
the trend of presenting gifts 
to fathers has led to over 
commercialization of the 
festival minimizing the no-
ble idea behind Father’s 
Day celebration.

http://www.fathersdaycele-
bration.com/fathers-day-history
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It was another successful sports year for Apopka High

The Apopka High boys 
bowling team won an un-
precedented fifth state 
championship in a row 
during November 2017. 
Even with a coaching 
change and the grad-
uation of several top 
bowlers, the Blue Dart-
ers  once again pulled 
off the feat. Even more 
impressive, at the high 
school  level, more than 
200 schools participate 
in just one classification 
over the entire state.

The six Apopka Blue 
Darters wrestlers advanc-
ing to the Class 3A state 
championship meet held 
on March 2 and March 
3: Keyshon Talley, Roody 
Edouard, Michael Handy, 
Kendrick Koller, Thanks 
Alcius and Matthew 
Simms.

A happy group at the end of the final, the Apopka Blue Darters girls soccer team defeated the Dr. Phillips 
Panthers by a 1-0 score for the District 5A-4 championship. Coach Doug Matthews retired after the season.

Brooke Schulz launches a corner kick for the Blue 
Darters girls soccer team.

Senior Jessica Spiegel (l) helped lead Apopka’s girls 
lacrosse team to the best season in program history.

Matt Houvouras, the only flag football coach Apopka 
High has had, won his 200th game this season.

The Apopka Blue Darters boys weightlifting team won the District 2A-10 championship meet. Shown are, (l-
r), Jake Caughell, coach Bill Caughell, Matthew Ricardo, Steven Billings-Larson, Christian Kruszewski, Michael 
Moss, Roody Edouard, Tyson Massey, Ed Montilus, Ronald Harris, coach Rick Darlington, Jaylen Carter, and 
coach Tom Paolucci. The championship was claimed by a 54-36 margin over Dr. Phillips.

The Apopka Blue Darters girls volleyball team finished the season as the District 9A-3 runner-up to eventual 
state champion West Orange.

Next week will be pictures from Wekiva High School’s 2017-2018 sports year.
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More scenes from 2017-2018 sports year for Blue Darters

Apopka Blue Darters boys basketball players lift the trophy after winning the Dis-
trict 9A-3 championship.

The Apopka Blue Darters boys track and field team won the District 4A-3 championship meet, while the 
Apopka girls squad placed fourth.

Shortstop Kenzie Tracy and the Apopka Blue Darters softball team had a great regular season, but several in-
juries just prior to the district championship tournament derailed the team’s chances of advancing.

Apopka’s Zach Anderson and Wekiva’s Jamari Jones reach for the ball during the 
opening tap of the game between the hometown rivals.

Apopka High football coach Rick Darlington talks with his high school coach, Bill 
Castle of Lakeland, after the Dreadnaughts defeated the Blue Darters, 42-35.

Apopka offensive lineman William Barnes played in 
the U.S. Army All-American game in January.

Several Apopka High baseball players celebrate a vic-
tory during the regular season.

Senior Cam Stewart pitches for the Blue Darters at J. 
Barnes Field.

Sonny Wise (r) was honored for his 26 years as Apop-
ka High baseball coach. Here, Apopka athletic direc-
tor Russell Wambles, a former player, reads off Wise’s 
list of accomplishments, including a 618-180 record 
at Apopka. Former player Rodney Brewer holds the 
items honoring Wise, now the Ocoee pitching coach.

AHS athletic director Russell Wambles received an 
award from a national athletic directors’ organization.
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Hello Folks,

	 I	hope	you	had	a	great	
weekend	 and,	 more	 im-
portantly,	 that	 you	 got	 a	
chance	 to	 do	 some	fishin’.	
The	days	are	startin’	to	get	
pretty	warm,	 and	 July	 and	
August	will	be	here	before	
you	 know	 it.	 When	 that	
happens,	it’s	gonna	be	bru-
tal	hot,	so	get	the	family	or	
your	fishin’	partner	and	go	
fishin’.
	 You	can	still	find	some	
panfish	 like	 bluegills	 and	
shellcrackers	 on	 the	 beds	
in	most	of	the	lakes	and	the	
major	 chains	 in	 our	 area.	
Lake	 Monroe,	 Lake	 Har-
ney,	and	Lake	Jesup	should	
be	 for	 panfish.	 Get	 some	
crickets	 and	 red	 worms,	
and	 drift	 open	 water	 un-
til	 you	 get	 on	 ’em.	 Look	
for	slick	spots	on	the	water	
and	the	bluegills	should	be	
close	to	those	areas.
	 The	 bass	 fishin’	 is	
still	 doin’	 good	 in	 the	ma-
jor	chains	as	well.	The	Kis-
simmee	Chain	and	the	Har-
ris	Chain	have	been	produ-
cin’	 some	 nice	 bass	 early	
in	 the	 mornin’.	 The	 after-

noon	 rains	 have	 some	wa-
ter	 flowin’	 into	 the	 lakes	
and	 you	will	 find	 the	 bass	
hangin’	 around	 those	 ar-
eas.	 If	you	decide	 to	go	 to	
the	Kissimmee	Chain,	 you	
will	 find	 the	water	 flowin’	
into	 the	 mouth	 of	 each	 of	
the	 lakes.	The	bass	will	be	
feedin’	on	baitfish	 in	 those	
areas.
	 The	 Butler	 Chain	 has	
been	good	for	the	past	few	
weeks	 and	 this	 week	 was	
no	 different.	 You	 need	 to	
try	 to	 be	 on	 the	 water	 at	
first	 light	 and	 fish	 a	 plas-
tic	 toad	or	 frog	around	 the	
cover.	Try	 the	 pads,	 grass,	
and	scattered	grass	through	
out	the	lake.	You	might	try	
the	shoreline	grass	if	it	has	
some	deeper	water	 next	 to	

the	 grassline.	 Durin’	 the	
summer,	 the	 bass	 like	 to	
come	 up	 and	 feed	 on	 the	
baitfish	 at	 first	 light	 and	
just	 before	 dark.	 Once	 the	
sun	gets	up,	you	will	need	
to	find	some	submerged	hy-
drilla	and	eel-grass	in	deep-
er	 water.	 There	 are	 plenty	
of	 schoolers	 in	 the	 Butler	
Chain.	I	know	I	say	it	each	
week,	 but	 always	 have	 a	
lipless	crank-bait	tied	on	to	
one	of	your	rods	just	in	case	
they	decide	 to	 start	bustin’	
on	the	baitfish.	The	school-
ers	won’t	stay	up	very	long	
so	always	be	ready.
	 This	 past	week,	 I	was	
able	to	fish	for	a	couple	of	
days	 with	 my	 fishin’	 part-
ner	 Rick.	 As	 I	 mentioned	
last	 week,	 Rick’s	 brother-
in-law	 Greg	 Fugate	 from	
Kentucky	 was	 in	 town.	 I	
got	the	chance	to	go	fishin’	
with	 them	 last	 week.	 The	
first	 day	 we	 fished	 John’s	
Lake.	We	caught	around	14	
or	15	bass	up	to	5	lbs.	each.	
We	 also	 caught	 some	 nice	
3	 lb.	 and	 4	 lb.	 bass.	Most	
of	the	bass	were	caught	on	
slow-sinkin’	 Senko-type	
baits.	On	Friday,	we	fished	

the	Butler	Chain.	Between	
the	 three	 of	 us,	we	 caught	
57	 bass.	 Rick	 caught	 the	
biggest	 bass	 that	 weighed	
in	 at	 5	 lbs.	 We	 caught	
most	 of	 our	 bass	 on	 plas-
tic	worms	and	slow-sinkin’	
Senko-type	 baits.	 I	 caught	
some	of	my	bass	on	Senko-
type	baits,	but	I	also	caught	
some	nice	bass	on	a	swim-
jig.
	 We	 had	 plenty	 of	
schoolers	comin’	up	around	
us	 and	 we	 saw	 plenty	 of	
schoolers	 feedin’	 on	 bait-
fish	out	 in	 open	water	 and	
along	 the	 shoreline	 grass.	
The	bass	are	feedin’	on	little	
glass	minners.	The	school-
ers	 can’t	 get	 enough	 of	
those	minners	so	they	keep	
bustin’	 on’em	 throughout	
the	 day.	 Those	 little	 bass	
are	kinda	hard	to	catch	be-
cause	 they	are	 so	 little	but	
they	 are	 fun	 to	 watch	 just	
the	same.
	 As	I	said	earlier,	sum-
mer	 is	 gonna	 be	 here	 be-
fore	 you	 know	 it.	 Sum-
mer	officially	starts	on	June	
21.	 If	 you	 do	 go	 fishin’,	
make	 sure	 to	 bring	 along	
lots	of	water	and	Gatorade	

to	 keep	 hydrated	 through-
out	the	day.	Make	sure	you	
wear	long-sleeve	shirts	and	
put	on	plenty	of	sunscreen.			
	 	 	 A	 big	 straw	 hat	 will	
also	 provide	 plenty	 of	

shade	throughout	the	day.
	 Well,	 that’s	 it	 for	 this	
week.	
								I’ll	see	ya	next	week.	
	 Tip	of	the	week:	lots	of	
water.

 If a law enforcement 
agency charges you with 
a crime and this paper 
reports that information, 
please notify us within 90 
days if the charge is lat-
er dropped, or if you are 
found not guilty by the 
court.
 After verifying the in-
formation, we will be hap-
py to publish it. Please 
send notification to The 
Apopka Chief, P.O. Box 
880, Apopka, 32704-0880
	 In	the	period	from	June	
5-11,	2018,	the	Apopka	Po-
lice	 Department	 received	
1,379	 calls	 for	 assistance,	
responded	 to	 22	 crashes,	

issued	 52	 traffic	 citations	
and	 made	 17	 arrests.	 Of	
these	arrests,	one	was	a	ju-
venile	 arrest.	 The	 juvenile	
was	 arrested	 and	 charged	
with	 burglary	 of	 convey-
ance	 (no	 parts)	 unarmed	
without	person	 inside	X	4,	
vehicle	theft-grand	theft	of	
motor	vehicle	X	4,	larceny-
vehicle	parts	petit	theft	2nd	
degree	 2nd	 degree	 1st	 of-
fense,	larceny-vehicle	parts	
petit	 theft	2nd	degree	third	
or	 subsequent	 offense,	 lar-
ceny-theft	 from	 motor	 ve-
hicle-except	 parts	 accesso-
ries-petit	 theft	 2nd	 degree	
2nd	offense.	
	 The	following	were	ar-

rested	and	charged:
	 Eric	 James	Alpert,	31,	
3020	Holliday	Ave.,	Apop-
ka,	DUI-unlawful	blood	al-
cohol	 refuse	 to	 submit	 to	
DUI	 test	 after	 license	 sus-
pended,	traffic	offense-DUI	
alcohol	or	drugs.
	 John	 Dillon	 Belluso,	
25,	 transient,	Apopka,	pro-
bation	violation	or	commu-
nity	 control	 re	 unknown/
felony/misdemeanor/	 juve-
nile	non-criteria.
	 Daniel	 DiFrances-
co	 Donahue,	 35,	 transient,	
Apopka,	burglary	of	 struc-
ture	 unarmed,	 possession	
of	 burglary	 tools	 with	 in-
tent	to	use.
	 Jesus	 Grant,	 29,	 4430	
Medallion	Dr.,	Orlando,	ag-
gravated	assault	with	dead-
ly	weapon	($5,000	bond).

	 Gregory	 Allen	 Rice,	
46,	transient,	Apopka,	tres-
passing	 occupied	 struc-
ture	 or	 conveyance	 ($5,00	
bond).	
	 Aimee	 C.	 James,	 32,	
17	 N.	 Washington	 Ave.,	
Apopka,	 drug	 equipment-
possess	and/or	use.
	 Jessie	 Nicole	 James,	
28,	 5510	 S.	 Plantain	 Pt.,	
Lecanto,	 out-of-county	
warrant.
	 Cesar	 Laraacuna,	 28,	
2271	 Weston	 Ln.,	 Orlan-
do,	 moving	 traffic	 viola-
tion-drive	 while	 license	
suspended	1st	offense,	traf-
fic	 offense-DUI	 alcohol	 or	
drugs.
	 Brooke	 Mikenseay	
Grace	Mouw,	 24,	 881	Co-
conut	Cir.	W.,	Naples,	mov-
ing	 traffic	 violation-know-

ingly	 drive	 while	 license	
suspended	revoked,	out-of-
county	warrant.
	 Cleveland	 Payne,	 43,	
2817	Coolidge	Ave.,	Orlan-
do,	 out-of-county	 warrant	
X	2.
	 Bryan	 Kent	 Rice,	 51,	
7219	 Earwood	 Ave.,	 Mt.	
Dora,	 traffic	 offense-DUI	
alcohol	or	drugs.
	 Stefan	Larry	Sapkovs-
ki,	24,	confidential	address,	
Apopka,	 kidnap-false	 im-
prisonment-adult.
	 Keith	Ryan	Small,	32,	
957	Royal	Oaks	Dr.,	Apop-
ka,	other	agency	warrant.
	 Cody	 David	 Vaughn,	
20,	 157	 E.	 2nd	 St.,	Apop-
ka,	 out-of-county	 warrant,	
aggravated	 assault	 with	 a	
deadly	weapon	without	 in-
tent	to	kill,	aggravated	bat-

tery-person	 uses	 a	 deadly	
weapon,	 burglary	 with	 as-
sault	 or	 battery,	 larceny-
embezzlement	 grand	 theft	
of	 dwelling	 $100	 to	 less	
than	 $300,	 larceny-grand	
theft	 more	 than	 $300	 but	
less	 than	$5,000	X	4,	 rob-
bery	with	firearm,	burglary	
of	structure	unarmed	with-
out	person	 inside	X	4,	 lar-
ceny-petit	 theft	 1st	 degree	
property	 $100	 to	 less	 than	
$300,	 burglary	 of	 convey-
ance	 (no	 parts)	 unarmed	
without	person	inside,	mar-
ijuana-possess	 manufac-
ture/cultivate,	 drug	 equip-
ment-possess	 and	 or	 use,	
fraud-impersonate/give	
false	 ID	 given	 to	 law	 en-
forcement	 officer,	 larceny-
retail	 theft/shoplifting	petit	
1st	offense	2nd	degree.		

	 Summer	 fishing	 season	 is	
heating	up	 and	you’re	 invited	 to	
Catch	a	Florida	Memory	with	the	
Florida	 Fish	 and	 Wildlife	 Con-
servation	 Commission	 (FWC)	
by	 participating	 in	 any	 of	 three	
fun	and	exciting	Saltwater	Angler	
Recognition	Programs.
	 See	 if	 you	 can	 catch	 all	 71	
species	in	the	Saltwater	Fish	Life	
List.	Caught	 a	 big	fish	 that	war-
rants	 bragging	 rights?	 Submit	 it	
to	 the	 Saltwater	 Reel	 Big	 Fish	
program.	 And	 be	 sure	 to	 check	
out	 the	 nine	 categories	 of	 Salt-
water	Grand	Slams	that	challenge	
anglers	to	catch	three	specific	fish	
in	a	24-hour	period.
	 Anglers	of	all	ages	and	skill	
levels	 can	 earn	 various	 prizes	
such	 as	 certificates,	 shirts,	 hats,	
rods	 and	 reels,	 dehooking	 tools,	
rubber-coated	 nets	 and	 more.	
Successful	anglers	receive	recog-
nition	 in	 Florida	 Saltwater	 Rec-
reational	 Fishing	 Regulations	
booklets	 and	 on	 the	Club	Mem-
bers	page	of	CatchaFloridaMem-

ory.com,	 plus	 the	 chance	 to	win	
monthly	raffle	prizes	courtesy	of	
generous	program	partners.
	 Catch	a	Florida	Memory	pro-
grams	 are	 not	 only	 fun	 and	 re-
warding,	 but	 they	 also	 promote	
fisheries	 conservation.	 Anglers	
are	encouraged	to	target	a	diversi-
ty	of	species	to	help	decrease	fish-
ing	pressure	on	the	most	sought-
after	 fishes.	 Catch-and-release	
fishing	 and	 responsible	fish	han-
dling	 practices	 are	 emphasized,	
and	anglers	do	not	have	to	harvest	
their	catches	to	qualify.	Photos	of	
the	angler	with	each	catch	are	re-
quired	and	could	even	be	featured	
in	FWC	publications	or	on	social	
media.
	
Saltwater Fish Life List
	 Can	you	catch	them	all?	Sim-
ilar	to	a	birding	life	list,	this	pro-
gram	allows	anglers	to	track	their	
progress	 at	 catching	 71	 different	
species	of	saltwater	fish.	Anglers	
who	 catch	 at	 least	 10	 different	
Life	List	species	can	join	the	Salt-

water	Fish	Life	List	10-Fish	Club	
and	 receive	 a	 prize	 pack	 includ-
ing	 a	 certificate	 of	 accomplish-
ment	and	a	colorful	shirt,	plus	be	
eligible	 for	 additional	 prizes	 as	
they	catch	30,	50	and	all	71	fish	
on	the	list.	Anglers	who	complete	
their	 Life	 List	 by	 submitting	 all	
71	 fish	will	 be	 awarded	 a	 grand	
prize!	Get	started	today	and	print	
your	 Saltwater	 Fish	 Life	 List	 or	
request	to	receive	one	by	mail	at	
CatchaFloridaMemory.com.

Saltwater Reel Big Fish
	 Don’t	 let	 that	 whopper	 of	 a	
fish	turn	into	just	a	whopper	of	a	
story.	Memorialize	 your	 Saltwa-
ter	Reel	Big	Fish	by	submitting	a	
photo	of	you	with	your	catch	and	
a	photo	of	the	fish	over	a	measur-
ing	device.	This	program	includes	
30	different	species	in	both	adult	
and	youth	 (15	and	younger)	 cat-
egories.	 Successful	 participants	
receive	 a	 prize	 pack	 including	
a	 certificate	 of	 accomplishment	
and	 a	 colorful	 shirt,	 and	 are	 eli-

gible	for	additional	prizes	as	they	
catch	five,	10,	15	or	all	30	differ-
ent	Saltwater	Reel	Big	Fish	spe-
cies.	Plus,	anglers	who	submit	all	
30	species	will	get	a	grand	prize.
	
Saltwater Grand Slams
	 Can	you	meet	the	challenge?	
FWC	has	nine	different	Saltwater	
Grand	 Slams	 that	 award	 anglers	
for	 catching	 three	 specified	 fish	
within	a	24-hour	period,	and	 the	
categories	may	surprise	and	chal-
lenge	you.
	 From	 the	 Inshore	 Grand	
Slam	 consisting	 of	 red	 drum,	
spotted	 seatrout	 and	 flounder	 to	
the	 Florida	 Grand	 Slam	 of	 per-
mit,	 tarpon	 and	 bonefish,	 these	
challenges	will	make	you	work	to	
increase	 your	 fishing	 skills.	 The	
program	 even	 includes	 a	 Small	
Fry	 Grand	 Slam	 for	 anglers	 15	
and	 under	 who	 catch	 a	 pinfish,	
catfish	and	grunt.	Successful	 an-
glers	receive	a	prize	pack	with	a	
certificate	of	accomplishment	and	
a	 colorful	 shirt	 showing	 the	 fish	

from	 their	 Grand	 Slam,	 and	 can	
win	 additional	 prizes	 when	 they	
catch	 three,	 six,	 or	 all	 eligible	
Grand	Slams.	Plus,	a	grand	prize	
will	be	given	to	anglers	who	com-
plete	all	eligible	slams.
	
For more information
	 Learn	 more	 about	 Catch	 a	
Florida	 Memory	 programs	 and	
submit	 catches	 today	 at	 Catcha-
FloridaMemory.com.	 Keep	 track	
of	 who’s	 catching	 what	 on	 the	
Catch	 a	 Florida	 Memory	 Face-
book	 page,	 Facebook.com/
CatchaFLMemory.	Want	 to	 learn	
more	 about	 saltwater	 fishing?	
View	how-to	videos	at	MyFWC.
com/SaltwaterFishing.	And	brush	
up	 on	 your	 saltwater	 fish	 identi-
fication	 skills	 at	 MyFWC.com/
FishingLines.
	 Have	 questions?	 Are	 you	
a	 business	 or	 organization	 that	
would	 like	 to	partner	with	Catch	
a	 Florida	Memory?	Email	Angl-
erRecognition@MyFWC.com	 or	
call	850-487-0554.

Police Beat

Columnist Jim Keck’s fishing partner, Rick, shows off a 

five-pound bass he caught recently.

A camper throws the ball toward first base on Mon-

day, June 11, during the camp.

Assistant Apopka High baseball coach Jason Sanders 

hits a grounder to the campers.

Showing good form, this camper eyes the groundball, 

from the bat to the glove.

Panfish and bass are all bitin’ in area lakes and rivers

State fish, game commission has saltwater fish program

Apopka High School baseball teams hosts camp for youngsters
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	 “Hunting	 teaches	 patience	
while	fostering	one	of	the	closest	
relationships	 we	 can	 have	 with	
the	natural	world	around	us,”	said	
University	of	Florida	rising	soph-
omore	 Hanna	 Hodges.	 “Hunting	
also	contributes	to	conservation.”
	 Hodges	 loves	 hunting	 for	
deer	and	turkeys	with	her	family	
and	 boyfriend,	 and	 enjoys	 intro-
ducing	new	people	to	hunting	and	
taking	youth	on	their	first	hunting	
trips.	However,	that	hasn’t	always	
been	the	case	for	Hodges.
	 As	 a	young	girl	 growing	up	
in	 a	 family	 that	 enjoys	 the	 out-
doors,	Hodges	spent	many	week-
ends	 fishing,	 boating,	 kayaking	
and	 hiking.	 But,	 she	 admits	 she	
was	 intimidated	 by	 some	 of	 the	
elements	 of	 hunting,	 and	 credits	
her	 father	 and	 the	 hunter	 safety	
class	she	took	at	age	10	for	giving	
her	knowledge	and	confidence	to	
safely	 develop	what	 became	 her	
greatest	passion.
	 “My	dad	first	introduced	me	
to	 target	 shooting	 and	 hunting	 –	
he	 was	 a	 great	 coach,”	 Hodges	
said.	“He	actually	introduced	my	
mom	and	brothers,	too	–	and	now	
hunting	is	a	family	affair.”
	 Hodges’	father	signed	her	up	
for	 a	weeklong	Florida	Fish	 and	
Wildlife	 Conservation	 Commis-
sion	 (FWC)	 hunter	 safety	 camp	
at	the	Beau	Turner	Youth	Conser-
vation	Center	during	the	summer	
before	her	sixth-grade	year.

	 “It	was	a	great	experience	at-
tending	the	hunter	safety	summer	
camp	 at	 Beau	 Turner,”	 Hodges	
said.	 “I	 made	 numerous	 friends	
there	 and	 loved	 it	 so	 much	 that	
I	 volunteered	 there	 for	 several	
years.”
	 Growing	 up	 in	 a	 hunting	
family	and	attending	hunter	safe-
ty	 camp	 had	 such	 an	 effect	 on	
Hodges	that	she	is	now	majoring	
in	wildlife	ecology	and	conserva-
tion	 and	 hopes	 one	 day	 to	work	
in	a	field	that	blends	hunting	and	
conservation.
	 And	 for	 this	 summer,	 she	 is	
proud	 to	 announce	 she	will	 be	 a	
hunt	camp	counselor	at	the	place	
where	 it	 all	got	 started	 for	her	–	
the	Beau	Turner	Youth	Conserva-
tion	Center.
	 For	more	information	on	the	
Center,	which	is	east	of	Tallahas-
see,	 or	 to	 register	 your	 child	 for	
summer	camp,	go	to	BTYCC.org.
	 If	you	haven’t	completed	the	
state’s	 hunter	 safety	 course	 re-
quirement,	now’s	a	good	 time	 to	
sign	 up.	 Many	 of	 these	 classes,	
offered	statewide,	fill	up	fast.
	 People	 born	 after	 May	 31,	
1975,	must	 complete	 the	FWC’s	
hunter	 safety	 class	 before	 they	
can	 buy	 the	 type	 of	 hunting	 li-
cense	that	allows	them	to	legally	
hunt	alone.
	 If	you’re	a	youngster	and	al-
ready	into	hunting,	I	suggest	you	
go	ahead	and	take	a	hunter	safety	

class	before	you	turn	16.	And	you	
can	purchase	your	very	first	hunt-
ing	license	that’s	good	until	your	
17th	birthday.
	 Even	 if	 you	 were	 born	 be-
fore	June	1,	1975,	and	are	exempt	
from	having	to	take	the	class,	it’s	
still	 a	 good	 idea	 because	 you’ll	
learn	so	much.	The	FWC	encour-
ages	beginning	hunters	 to	do	so.	
Even	the	most	experienced	hunt-
ers	 will	 learn	 something	 new,	
which	 will	 help	 them	 become	
even	better	hunters	or	mentors.
	 If	 you’re	 new	 to	 our	 state,	
these	 classes	 will	 make	 you	
aware	 of	 Florida’s	 hunting	 laws.	
Or	if	you	just	relocated	from	an-
other	town,	the	classes	are	a	great	
way	 to	 meet	 other	 hunters.	 You	
can	make	some	new	hunting	bud-
dies	or	maybe	even	get	a	line	on	a	
great	hunt	club	that’s	looking	for	
new	members.
	 You	can	register	for	a	hunter	
safety	class	by	going	to	MyFWC.
com/HunterSafety	or	by	contact-
ing	 your	 nearest	 FWC	 regional	
office.
 
Florida Virtual School
	 Florida	 also	 offers	 a	 vir-
tual	 school	 outdoor	 education	
course.	This	 course,	which	com-
bines	hunting	and	boating	safety,	
is	 free	 and	 open	 to	 Florida	 resi-
dents	ages	12	to	18.
	 Participants	 will	 develop	
outdoor	skills	and	learn	about	the	

benefits	of	physical	activity	while	
using	proper	safety	procedures	to	
experience	a	range	of	outdoor	ac-
tivities.
	 By	 meeting	 all	 the	 require-
ments	 of	 the	Outdoor	 Education	
course,	students	will	receive	their	
Florida	Boating	Safety	Education	
ID	Card	and	be	eligible	to	obtain	
a	 Florida	 Hunter	 Safety	 Certifi-
cate.	They’ll	also	earn	half	a	cred-
it	for	high	school,	and	meet	pub-
lic	school	requirements	for	taking	
an	 online	 course	 and	 a	 physical	
education	course.	
	 Registrations	 for	 these	 in-
structor-led	 courses	 are	 limit-
ed.	Those	who	are	interested	can	
find	 out	 more	 at	 MyFWC.com/
HunterSafety.	
	
Online training and skills day
	 A	 popular	 option	 for	 com-
pleting	 the	 hunter	 safety	 train-
ing	is	to	take	online	training	and	
a	skills	day.	The	online	course	is	
designed	 to	 help	 new	 hunters	 of	
all	ages	learn	how	to	be	safe	and	
responsible	hunters.
	 Before	 you	 begin	 the	 on-
line	 training,	 you’ll	 need	 to	 reg-
ister	 to	attend	a	skills	day.	Skills	
days	are	led	by	a	corps	of	volun-
teer	hunter	safety	instructors	who	
give	you	the	opportunity	to	dem-
onstrate	 the	skills	you	learned	in	
the	online	course.	Skills	day	takes	
about	five	hours	to	complete	and	
includes	 time	 on	 the	 shooting	

range.
	 During	 skills	 days,	 you	 get	
hands-on	training	and	must	dem-
onstrate	 proper	firearm	and	 tree-
stand	safety.		
	 In	 the	 last	hour	of	 the	 skills	
day,	 you’ll	 be	 given	 a	 standard-
ized	test	of	multiple-choice	ques-
tions.	You	 need	 to	 score	 80	 per-
cent	 or	 higher	 to	 successfully	
complete	the	course.
	
The last steps
	 After	you	pass	the	test	for	ei-
ther	course,	you’ll	be	given	a	tem-
porary	hunter	 safety	card.	You’ll	
receive	 a	 permanent	 card	 in	 the	
mail	about	four	to	six	weeks	after	
the	class.	Once	 the	hunter	safety	
requirement	is	met,	you	can	pur-
chase	 your	 first	 Florida	 hunting	
license	and	be	ready	for	opening	
day.
	 Just	 a	 couple	 of	 things	 for	
parents	to	remember:	The	course	
is	 designed	 for	youth	 ages	12	 to	
16.	If	your	child	is	younger	than	
18	years	old,	you	must	fill	out	our	
parental	 release	 form	 and	 pres-
ent	it	to	the	instructor	at	all	cours-
es.	Also,	if	your	child	is	younger	
than	 16,	 you	 are	 required	 to	 ac-
company	him	or	her	to	all	classes.
	 Register	 to	 take	 a	 hunt-
er	 safety	 class	 today,	 ’cause	 the	
2018-19	 hunting	 season	 will	 be	
here	before	we	know	it.
	 Remember,	 safe	 hunting	 is	
no	accident.

	 The	 recreational	 red	
snapper	season	started	June	
11	 in	Gulf	 state	and	 feder-
al	waters	 and	 remain	open	
through	 July	 20,	 closing	
July	21.
	 This	year	and	next	year	
are	 unique	 compared	 to	
previous	years	in	that	Flor-
ida’s	 Gulf	 recreational	 red	
snapper	 season	 applies	 to	
harvest	from	both	state	and	
federal	waters.
	 Anglers	 fishing	 from	

private	 recreational	 boats	
will	need	to	have	their	rec-
reational	 saltwater	 fishing	
license	(unless	exempt)	and	
will	need	to	have	Gulf	Reef	
Fish	Angler	on	their	license	
(includes	those	that	are	ex-
empt)	to	target	red	snapper	
or	other	certain	reef	fish	in	
Gulf	 state	 and	 federal	wa-
ters	 (excluding	 Monroe	
County).	 You	 can	 get	 this	
printed	 on	 a	 license	 at	 no	
cost	at	GoOutdoorsFlorida.

com	or	by	visiting	any	loca-
tion	you	can	purchase	a	li-
cense.
	 For-hire	 operations	
that	 do	 not	 have	 a	 federal	
reef	 fish	 permit	 may	 also	
participate	 in	 this	 40-day	
season	 but	 are	 limited	 to	
fishing	 for	 red	 snapper	 in	
state	waters	only.	These	op-
erations	 must	 have	 State	
Gulf	Reef	 Fish	Charter	 on	
their	 license	 to	 target	 red	
snapper	and	other	 reef	fish	

in	 Gulf	 state	 waters	 (ex-
cluding	 Monroe	 County).	
This	can	be	done	at	no	cost	
at	a	local	tax	collector’s	of-
fice.
	 The	 Florida	 Fish	 and	
Wildlife	 Conservation	
Commission	 (FWC)	 has	
also	 partnered	 with	 Snook	
and	 Gamefish	 Foundation	
on	 a	 new	 smartphone	 app	
specifically	 for	 voluntary	
reporting	 of	 red	 snapper	
catch	information.	This	app	

will	 be	 available	 soon	 on	
your	 phone’s	 app	 store	 by	
searching	 for	 iAngler	Gulf	
Red	Snapper	for	private	an-
glers	 or	 iAngler	 Gulf	 Red	
Snapper	Charter	 if	you	are	
a	 charter	 operation.	 Using	
the	 app	 is	 important	 be-
cause	it	will	help	the	FWC	
test	 real-time	 data	 collec-
tion.
	 To	 learn	 more	 about	
the	 40-day	 recreational	
red	snapper	season	in	Gulf	

state	and	federal	waters,	in-
cluding	season	size	and	bag	
limits,	 visit	 MyFWC.com/
Snappers.
	 The	federal	season	for	
for-hire	 operations	 with	
federal	 reef	 fish	 permits	 is	
June	1	through	July	21.
	 Federal	fishery	manag-
ers	are	in	the	process	of	col-
lecting	 input	 for	 a	 season	
in	 Atlantic	 federal	 waters.	
Learn	 more	 at	 sero.nmfs.
noaa.gov.

Hunter’s safety course helps build confidence outdoors

Recreational red snapper season open until late July

What You Don’t Know 

Can Hurt You
For Professional Services

Check out the Service Directory Pages in
The Planter & The Apopka Chief

www.TheApopkaChief.com

The Apopka Chief
Your Trusted Local News Source

Call or Visit
www.TheApopkaChief.com

400 N. Park Ave., Apopka, FL 32712 | Phone: 407-886-2777

Read page by page anytime, 
anywhere and on any device.

Get Your 
E-edition today!

Access your digital editions 

Subscribe today to 
The Apopka Chief E-Edition

The Apopka Chief
Your trusted local news source

Visit www.theapopkachief.com

Access your digital editions 
in three easy steps

It’s that simple!

1 - Click log in at the top 
      left of our homepage
2 - Log in & click view 
      digital editions
3 - Click the “View Digital 
 Editions” button
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In Honor of Flag Day
Thursday, June 14 

marking the adoption of the American flag by the Continental Congress in the First Flag Act on 

June 14, 1777. The Act declared that the new flag would have “13 stripes alternate red and white: 

that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.
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ALL TRANSMISSION WORLD

ALLTRANSMISSIONWORLD.COM
Call us today! 407-880-9300

1150-B East Semoran Blvd.
Apopka, FL 32703

IF YOU’RE ON A MISSION 
TO FIX YOUR TRANSMISSION CALL...

Call Now for Appointment Coupon Required Exp. 6/30/18

15% Any 
ServiceOFF

Member of 
Apopka Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Central Florida’s Largest 
Transmission Company Since 1982

Fluid and Tire Checks Done 
At Your Convenience!

MV33277

Complete 
Automotive Repair

Your Neighborhood Repair Center

tuff yapopka@earthlink.netwww.tuff ycf.com

Se 
Habla 

EspañolA+ Rating

• All Fluids Checked & Windshield 
Wiper fl uid Topped off
• Detailed Vehicle Inspection
• Electrical Systems/Battery 
Analysis
• All Work Overseen by Master 
Mechanics
• All'Any Recalls Check-Up 
and Manufacturer Maintenance 
Recommendations Provided

$2195

Save on our complete 
line of lifetime 

warranted brakes - 
good for as long as 
you own your car. 

*Additional fees may 
apply. In lieu of other 
offers. Most cars and 
light trucks. Expires 

6/30/18.

$30OFF

IT'S NOT JUST AN 
OIL CHANGE

IT'S A FULL SERVICE 
VEHICLE CHECK-UP!

OIL CHANGE

$60OFF*

2-WHEEL

4-WHEEL

FREE BRAKE INSPECTION

BRAKE SERVICE
* LIFETIME WARRANTED *

See store for 
details. *Additional 
fees may apply. In 

$9999*
TIRE ROTATION & BALANCE

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL
INCLUDES

407-884-4441
1675 E. Semoran Blvd., Apopka

Monday - Friday 7:30am-6pm • Saturday 8am-4pm

lieu of other offers. Most cars and light 
trucks. Expires 6/30/18.

Includes: oil filter; oil change with up to 5 
quarts of quality 10W30 motor oil; chassis lube 
if necessary. *With coupon. In lieu of other 
offers. Not redeemable for cash. Most cars and 
light trucks. Waste oil disposal extra. Excludes 
cartridge oil fi lter  Expires 6/30/18.

Your Dealership Alternative
Full Service Center

$20 When You 
Mention This Ad

Any Service 
of $100 or More

OFFCoupon must be present at check-in. Only one 
coupon per visit. Exp. 06/30/2018.

Call Us Today! 2500 PEMBERTON DR. 
APOPKA, FL 32703407-298-2853

Trusted for Over 37 Years
Family Owned and Operated

www.Russellautomotive.net       Like us on Facebook!

6 Months 
0% Financing

Certified 
Technicians

FINANCING AVAILABLE

C A R D S

A U T O M O T I V E
C O M P L E T E  A U T O  S E R V I C E

Tune-Ups

Heat & AC Repair

Complete Foreign & 

 Domestic Repairs

Engine & Transmission 

 Replacement

Clutch Service

Brakes Service

Alignment & 

 Suspension Repair

Computer & 

 Electrical Repair

RV Repairs

Fleet Service 

 Specialist

Tire Sales & 

 Service

Shocks & Struts

Need to send or receive a fax? You can use ours!
APOPKA OFFICE SUPPLY, 400 N. Park Ave., Apopka

#ALL฀US฀AT฀���
���
����฀s฀&AX฀���
���
����

Celebrating 29 Years of Service!
Family owned & operated.

$17.95
Includes Safety

Inspection
Up to 5 qts Oil

Filter • Lube Chassis
MOST CARS AND LIGHT TRUCKS. 

No Dealers Please. Exp. 6/30/18

Plus $1.50 Disposal Fee

1000 E. Semoran Blvd. (Hwy 
436) Apopka • Open Mon. - Sat. C A R D S

Reg.# MV-02125

NOW OFFERING a Complete Auto Repair Service

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

* See redemption form for complete offer details. Offer expires 07/12/2018. Void where prohibited. The Reward Card expires six (6) 
months after issuance. No cash access. Fees apply. Reward Card issued by U.S. Bank National Association pursuant to a license from 
Mastercard International Incorporated. Mastercard is a registered trademark of Mastercard International Incorporated. Copyright © 2018 

Michelin North America, Inc. All rights reserved. The Michelin Man is a registered trademark owned by Michelin North America, Inc.

Hours of Operation
M-F 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sat 7:30 am -12:00 Noon

A.O.K. TIRE MART

200 W. MAIN STREET
APOPKA, FLORIDA 32703

(407) 889-7074

GET LONG-LASTING
CONTROL
WITH THE MICHELIN ©  PILOT ©  SPORT A/S 3+ TIRE

ASK ABOUT

THE MICHELIN® PILOT®

FAMILY OF TIRES

via Mastercard® Reward Card
after submission* with purchase
of four new MICHELIN® passenger
or light truck tires.

OFFER VALID 6/13/18 – 7/12/18

STOP IN TODAY AND MAKE THE UPGRADE

GET

$

Family Owned & Operated
We Offer Complete Professional Auto Service

Most Cars & 
Light Trucks.

Most Cars & 
Light Trucks.

With Coupon. Exp. 6/30/18. With Coupon. Exp. 6/30/18.

TIRE ROTATION PACKAGE
$39.95 $17.95

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL

Monday thru Friday 8am to 5pm
Saturday 8am to 5pm (407)880-5784

FILL UP
on Great Service!

F

E

#MVR35541

All Work Guaranteed

407-880-3530

Serving Satisfi ed Customers 
Since 1987

St. Reg. 
#MV05682

Automotive
J & K

In today’s world of 

auto repair, it is very hard 

to fi nd a place you can 
trust, which makes it hard 
to choose one. Russell 

Automotive, Inc. wants 

you to look no further. 
They want you to stop in 

for a visit to see their fa-

cility and meet the staff.
“Serving this com-

munity for over 37 years 
really speaks volumes 
about our customer ser-
vice and our auto repair 
work. People trust us. 
We go outside the “usu-

al” service offered in the 
industry. Our customers 
are treated as friends and 

family. They know we do 
the job right the fi rst time, 
and we only use top qual-

ity parts,” stated General 

Manager Steve Alfi eri, 
who has been with the 

company for over 25 
years.

For most people, 
vehicles hold the utmost 
importance in their day-
to-day activities: work, 
shopping, school, ex-
tra curricular activities, 
church, eating out, going 
to the movies, doctor’s 
appointments, and the 
list could go on and on. 
That’s why at Russell 

Automotive, Inc., being 

a family-owned business, 
they understand the im-
portance of a quick, af-
fordable turn-around on 

repairs and maintenance. 
Their two-story shop 

consists of 14 state-of-
the-art bays, complete 
with the most current 
electronic diagnostic 
equipment, their own in-
shop parts department, 
administrative staff, 24-
hour security surveil-
lance, and a key drop for 
before or after-hour vehi-

cle drop-offs. Their offi ce 
staff is readily available 

for scheduling appoint-
ments, and when need-
ed, explaining fi nancing 
options. They don’t want 
car repairs to be a bur-
den on anyone, so they 

go out of their way to 

make the experience as 
stressless and worry-free 

as possible.
Russell Automo-

tive, Inc. services over 
60 fl eet accounts, includ-
ing many local TV and 
radio stations. Every time 
they have a fl eet vehicle 
in their shop, their goal is 

to get that vehicle back 
on the road as quickly as 
possible. They know that 
when a service vehicle is 
down, that could be mon-
ey lost. 

That same expedi-
ence and quality ap-
plies to their customers 
as well. They offer a 
clean, spacious wait-
ing area with televisions 

and reading material, 
and have, of course, free 
beverages and snacks 
for their customers. Wi-
Fi is readily available so 

you’re always connected 
and can continue work-
ing or checking in with 
family. They are happy to 
give you a ride and pick 
you up again when the 

repairs are completed. 
They go out of their way 

to make sure your experi-
ence is as stress-free as 
possible.

Since 1981, Rus-

sell Automotive, Inc. 

has been providing a 

full range of professional 

services for your vehicle, 

from simple tune-ups 
and factory scheduled 
maintenance to brakes 
and air conditioning, 
and complete precision 
engine building and di-

agnostics. They provide 
engine replacement with 
a three-year warranty, 

and transmissions with a 
100,000-mile nationwide 
warranty. All their work 
comes with a nationwide 
guarantee, and there is 

never a shop fee applied 

to the fi nal bill. 
Their skill and knowl-

edge enable the team of 
technicians to address a 
broad range of mechani-
cal issues, which means 
you’ll experience a high-
er, more comprehen-
sive level of service and 
greater value.

Russell Automo-

tive, Inc. is a Better Busi-

ness Bureau (BBB) mem-
ber, an AC Delco distribu-
tor, and a Valvoline Quick 
Lube service center. Tow-
ing is available. They are 
open Monday through 

Friday, from 7:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m.

Vehicles may be 
dropped off any time us-
ing their key drop for be-
fore and after hour drop-

offs. This allows you to 
lock up your vehicle in 
their parking lot, and 
leave a note with your 

keys in their key drop so 

that they may get to your 
vehicle fi rst thing the fol-
lowing morning.

They offer COM-
PLETE foreign and do-
mestic automotive re-
pairs for ALL types of 

cars and trucks, which 
includes tires, tune-ups, 
engine and transmission 
overhauls, air condition-
ing, brake service, clutch 
work, suspension, align-
ments, and transaxle 
work.

The ASE™ certifi ed 
technicians at Russell 

Automotive, Inc. service 
your foreign or domestic 
vehicle with quality parts. 

Russell Automo-

tive, Inc. can help with 
car rentals, and will al-
ways present you with a 

free written estimate for 
your peace of mind. The 
shop is located at 2500 
Pemberton Drive, just off 
Orange Blossom Trail, a 
half-mile north of the Mai-
tland Interchange, and 
one and one half miles 
south of Piedmont Weki-
wa Road. 

Call Russell Auto-

motive, Inc. today at 

407-298-2853 for an ap-

pointment or just stop in 
to say hello and see what 

really makes this auto re-
pair business one of the 

best in the area.

Advertisement

The staff at Russell Automotive, Inc. understands the importance of providing 

quick, affordable turn-around for your family or fl eet vehicles. Pictured above 
is an overview of their 14 state-of-the-art bays, complete with the most current 

electronic diagnostic equipment.

Russell Automotive, Inc. is a family business, 

providing expert auto care for over 37 years

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Your Ad “Auto” Be Here!
Looking for an effi cient advertising vehicle 

for your automotive business?

Call us today at 407-886-2777

Keep Those 
Wheels 
Rolling


