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Learning with technology

Mind games during lunch breaks

VCOP lessons

MESSAGEPRINCIPAL’S
We understand that there are a variety 
of circumstances affecting students’ 
attendance at school. Regardless of 
the reasons, the evidence is clear – 
non-attendance affects student  
outcomes in significant ways. The 
effects of non-attendance add up over 
time and if they begin in the early 
years of schooling, they continue in  
later years. As a result, early  
attendance patterns, particularly in 
Kindergarten and Year 1, are crucial. 
In particular, unauthorised absences 
are strongly associated with  
compounding declines in achievement 
and engagement. 

I’m certainly not suggesting that you 
shouldn’t keep your child home from 
school when they are sick. Sickness 
occurs every year and that’s normal. 
What I am saying is that as a 
community we need to be setting an 
expectation that school is important. 
We must send a very clear message to 
our children that learning is critical for 
their future success and that 
sometimes we are faced with 
challenges that in the moment are 
difficult but will pay dividends in the 
future – that hard work and sacrifice is 
good for them.

At Muswellbrook South we take a 
broad approach to achieving high 
levels of attendance at school. Our 
primary influence is in the classroom, 
where we provide individual support 
for students, engaging them in learning 

and providing opportunities for 
success. We want school to be an 
inviting place that children enjoy, so 
that they are motivated to attend. We 
also have layers of support for children 
and families who face challenges. We 
make sure our gates are open early, 
so that if students need to be at school 
early they can be. We use our bus 
to pick up students who are having 
trouble coming to school on time. Our 
teachers make regular phone calls to 
see how they can help. We monitor 
attendance weekly to celebrate 
students who attend consistently and 
to investigate strategies to help those 
in need. 

Attendance is a priority for us because 
we know all the benefits that come 
from consistently being at school. 
While we understand that 100% 
attendance for all students is 
unrealistic, we strongly believe that 
all students can achieve above 90% 
attendance (that’s still 20 days off per 
year!). Currently as a school we only 
have about two-thirds of our students 
with attendance above 90%. For me 
that’s not good enough. As a 
community, we must ensure our 
children engage in learning by 
attending school. 

Glen Kite - Principal



- 2RED NEWS - 
Here in 2RED we are very inquisitive creatures – similarly, so are emus!  
So far this term we have been learning about all things informative, especially 
informative writing. Our class has really enjoyed reading all sorts of informative 
texts and watching informative clips telling us many interesting facts about  
Australia’s largest flightless bird. We have enjoyed it so much that we decided to 
create some amazing posters detailing emus habitat, diet, predators, appearance 
and some very interesting emu facts.  
Not only are 2RED inquisitive, we are also very creative! To add to our emu theme, 
we have also made some beautiful emu artworks which are hung in our classroom 
windows next to our posters for all of MSPS to see. So, if you haven’t seen them 
already, stop by and take a look at our amazing talent!  
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PJ would like to introduce the 
MSPS community to his new 
Grow Your Mind friend - Sensitive 
Octopus. He is in charge of our 
insular cortex which controls our 
emotions and senses.

Congratulations to the following Term 1 Week 5 
award winners - 

Merit awards -  
Hope, Brayton S, Anelle B, Stevie G, Tait Mc, Loralai B, Patrick G, 
Dakota T, Theodore H, Archie B, Zane D, Mahdi P, Macey R, Mad-
dison S,  Zuhayr A, Khloe J, Aston S, Camille S, D’Angelo C, Os-
hiarna R, Zarah Y, Kiara D, Jayden V, Dallas F, Lillian S, Declan F, 
Nathaniel M, Alicia-Anne B, Adam L and Alex D.

SAFE     RESPECTFUL    RESPONSIBLE

Last week we saw ten students head off to the Zone Rugby League trials in Aberdeen. All students were mixed up 
into different teams with other students from around the Hunter. They played two modified games of football to 
display their skills in attack and defense. 
A huge congratulations to Kayne M, Flynn S and Jukell M who were all selected in the Upper Hunter Opens  team to 
play at the Hunter trials in Raymond Terrace.

Good luck to our students participating at the Upper Hunter Zone Netball trials at Singleton tomorrow.

Mrs Winning - 
Stage 3 Assistant Principal

Upper Hunter PSSA Zone Rugby League trials Players selected in Upper Hunter PSSA Zone  
Rugby League team





NAPLAN Save the date
MSPS would like to inform parents that this year’s NAPLAN for Year 3 and 5  
is approaching. Test dates will be in Term 2, 11-13 May. Please see your  
child’s classroom teacher if you have any concerns around your child sitting  
the tests.
 
   
CLOTHING DONATIONS
If you have any old school uniforms, socks or shoes at home that no longer fit your child would you please  
consider donating them to the school.

The Muswellbrook and Upper Hunter Eisteddfod is being held during Week 8 of Term 2 at St James Primary 
School Muswellbrook. Our school would like to encourage students to enter individual items in the Eisteddfod in 
either the Speech or Drama sections. Transport to and from St James Primary School is the responsibility 
of the parent/carer. Please note there are admission fees payable for each entry. MSPS Eisteddfod Committee 
will be available to assist children with rehearsals at school leading up to the Eisteddfod.
Children interested in entering individual sections of the Eisteddfod are to advise their teacher or contact the 
school office. Entry forms will be sent home and must be returned to the school, completed with money by Friday 
26th March 2021.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the office and someone from the Eisteddfod  
Committee will phone you back.

RETURN AND EARN - FOR OUR SCHOOL REWARDS DAY
Our school Student Representative Council (SRC) has taken on the  
responsibility of recycling plastic bottles, cans and cartons through the  
Return and Earn initiative. 
Our school P&C purchased several large tubs and we received a grant  
from Muswellbrook Shire Council for some small bins. These bins and tubs are  
scattered throughout the playground for students to drop their recyclable drink  
bottles, cartons and poppers.
Each week the SRC representatives will collect the bottles.The Treasurer of the SRC will calculate how much 
money the students have earnt each week and report back to the school every Monday morning.
Following last years efforts of raising $550 this year our target is $600. All money raised will go  
towards the end of year reward for all students in our school to enjoy.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY
On Thursday 11 March students will be participating in Clean Up Australia Day.
Clean Up Australia Day raises awareness of keeping our environment clean and  
encourages students to take pride in their school environment.  
Students will spend a short time after second break cleaning up within the school  
grounds before returning to class.
Students will need to bring gloves and a plastic bag.
Thank you for your support.



At MSPS we are learning that there are many ways to look after our Mental Health. Our staff share 
healthy lunch box ideas because we know our physical health can affect our mental health. Take care 
of your mind and try one of the below activities with your child. 

 

WELLBEING AT MSPS 

March is for ‘moving it’ and this month we are  
focussing on keeping our bodies fit and healthy.
Keeping to a goal and prioritising it in our lives is  

important for achievement and our wellbeing.
There are many types of exercise and choosing one 

is a personal choice.
Be sure to pick an exercise you enjoy and set a  

target for each week.



School Photos - Wednesday 17 March 2021 

School photography envelopes have been 
sent home. 

Please phone the school office (before photo 
day) if you would like a sibling envelope 
sent home with your child.  

Students are requested to bring individual 
photo envelopes and completed sibling  
envelopes into school on school photo day. 

Payments are to be made online using your 
childs unique shootkey printed on the photo 
envelope. 
No cash payments please. 

Each child needs to have their own envelope 
on photo day.  



P&C NEWS
** EXCITING NEWS **

Our school canteen now has online ordering available for both our canteen and uniform shop. 
Please follow the below steps to register an account with Munch Monitor - https://www.munchmonitor.com/.  
You will then be able to load funds in to your account. There will be a small service fee of $3.65 per term. 
You can purchase items online from the uniform shop under the section named - SCHOOL SHOP.
Online canteen orders have a strict deadline of 9am each morning. You will not be able to order for that day after 
this time. You can place lunch orders up to 4 weeks in advance.
Lunch orders will still be taken over the counter each morning until 10am.

P&C EASTER EGG  
RAFFLE 
Families will receive raffle 
tickets within the next 
week for our Easter 
Eggstravaganza Raffle.  
If you do not receive a 
ticket book or would like 
more, please see the  
ladies in the front office. 
All money and ticket 
books (sold and unsold) 
are to be returned to the 
school office by Monday 
29 March 2021. Prizes will 
be drawn on Tuesday 30 
March 2021.

https://www.munchmonitor.com/


Every day counts:  Your learning is important.
Education for your child is important and regular attendance at school is essential for your 
child to achieve their educational best and increase their career and life options.  
When your child attends school every day, learning becomes easier and your child will 
build and maintain friendships with other children.
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Term 1 2021
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Mar

Wk 6

1 2 3 4
Zone Netball 
Trials

5 

Mar

Wk 7

8 9 10
Zone Soccer 
Trials

11 12

Mar

Wk 8

15 16 17

School Photos

18 19

Mar

 Wk 9

22 23 24 25 Year 6  
Leadership 
Conference 
Sydney

26

Mar/Apr

Wk 10

29 30 31 1
GOOD FRIDAY 
PUBLIC  
HOLIDAY



COMMUNITY NEWS

Want healthy lunch ideas?

Nutrition Snippet

healthylunchbox.com.au

Sign up to the Healthy Lunch Box e-newsletter. 

Our quarterly e-newsletters will keep you up-to-date with
the latest recipes, healthy swaps and informative blogs to
make packing a healthy lunch box easy!

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbts21&utm_content=nutrition_snippet_t1w1
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/subscribe/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbts21&utm_content=nutrition_snippet_t1w1

