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In this character of the Americans, a love of freedom
is the predominating feature which marks and dis-
tinguishes the whole; and as an ardent is always a
jealous affection, your colonies become suspicious,
restive, and untractable whenever they see the least
attempt to wrest from them by force, or shuffle from
them by chicane, what they think the only advantage
worth living for.
EpmunDp Burke,
1775

If the American Revolution was the spearhead of a
new political and economic order, the shaft of that
spear was powered by hands that ennobled all human
history.
ApMIRAL ARLEIGH Burkg, USN (Ret.),
1962



In Memoriam

Having reviewed galley proofs, President Kennedy sent us this
powerful Foreword in anticipation of publication in 1964. Ap-
propriately he signed it on the 4th of July, a day that to all men
stands for freedom, a day that could have had no meaning in 1776,
or since, without the strength of the unchained sea. Mourned by
the world, he left this life on 22 November 1963 for the vast seas of
infinity, but his words still resound across the great waters that join
and are the hope of free men as long as the United States stays
strong on them:

“The same revolutionary beliefs for which our forebears
fought are still at issue around the globe—the belief that
the rights of man come not from the generosity of the
state but from the hand of God.

“We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that
first revolution . . .

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or
ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any
hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure
the survival and the success of liberty.

“This much we pledge—and more . . .

“In the long history of the world, only a few generations
have been granted the role of defending freedom in its
hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink from this re-
sponsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any of
us would exchange places with any other people or any
other generation. The energy, the faith, the devotion
which we bring to this endeavor will light our country
and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can
truly light the world.”




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FOREWORD

Primary sources constitute the backbone of written history;
and history is the means by which a nation repossesses its past. As
the bicentennial of our own Declaration of Independence draws near,
it is all the more important to publish as completely as possible the
original papers essential to a full understanding of our nation's birth.
Students of the American past will therefore welcome this series of
volumes designed to illustrate through coatemporary documents the
role of the sea in the American Revolution.

These volumes make amply clear the critical role played by
sea power in the achievement of American independence. Although
the documents emphasize naval and combined operations, American,
allied and British, they properly include a selection of items show-
ing the activities of privateers and of the merchant marine. It is evi-
dent that the thirteen colonies would have been hard put to win inde-
pendence without this trident of maritime support -~ the small but
spirited American Navy, epitomized in the audacity of John Paul
Jones; the powerful fleets of our allies, French, Spanish and Dutch,
converting a local revolt into a two-continent war; and the ceaseless
flow of supplies to the rebels made possible by Yankee ingenuity and
daring in merchant ship and privateer.

These documents characteristically speak in the casual and
laconic tones of the sailor who regards the hazards of storms, shoals
and enemy fire as the expected impediments of life. Between the
lines, they tell the story of courage and valor which established the
high traditions of the American Navy -- and which, ever since, has
inspired and fortified the American people in times of crisis.

AAA (¥ >4
JOHN F. KENNEDY

July 4, 1963






INTRODUCTION

America rose dramatically from the sea and from it has increasingly drawn
strength in the incredible events since Columbus’ first thrilling landfall. The
New World was discovered on the eve of and accelerated, if it did not in part
cause, the series of revolutions that have swept through the past centuries like a
typhoon. These revolutions have accompanied a rising gale of freedom—from
antiquity the sea and nations wielding its trident have promoted democracy and
liberated man from chains of every sort. In the American Revolution, which
our documentary publication encompasses, the “cause of freedom” itself depended
upon the sea. Independence could not have been won without wise exercise of
force upon it. As Washington wrote in 1781, and none could know better:

“. .. Your Excellency [Admiral Comte de Grasse] will have observed
that whatever efforts are made by the Land Armies, the Navy must have the
casting vote in the present contest. . . . the triumphant manner in which
Your Excellency has maintained the mastery of the American, Seas, and the
glory of the french Flag—leads both nations to look to you as the Arbiter
of the War.”

The meaning of the sea to the United States in the War for Independence
has been comprehended by few Americans—had it been, each generation would
have more wisely employed its growing influence upon our destiny and therefore
upon that of liberty itself.

One reason the sea’s early importance has not been understood may be the
restricted availability of naval source material of the American Revolution. More
than for any other key period of United States history the “‘seagoing” documents
of this period have been widely scattered. Many have been lost. Many that
remained were relatively inaccessible in private collections as well as public ones
spread. throughout much of Europe as well as the United States. Some valu-
able publication of documents has occurred, as by the old Naval History Society,
but the vast body of this source material has lain little touched and little known
for nearly two centuries.

It has long been apparent that the Naval History Division should seek to
correct this deficiency. One of the primary responsibilities of it and predecessor
offices has been collecting, editing and publishing records and documents of naval
operations in wars of the United States.

This enduring mission got underway with the publication of the Oﬁc\ial
Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion, 31
volumes (1894-1927). Then followed Naval Documents Related to the Quasi-
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War Between the United States and France: Naval Operations from February
1797 to December 1801, 7 volumes (1935-1938), and Naval Documents Re-
lated to the United States Wars With the Barbary Powers: Naval O perations In-
cluding Diplomatic Background from 1785 Through 1807, 7 volumes (1939-
1944).

Periodically over the years publication of the naval records of the Revolu- .
tion was considered. For various reasons these hopes did not reach fruition. .
The Directors of Naval History, however, did steadily collect records. The core
of these, known as Record Group 45 (to which William Bell Clark made large
contributions), now rests in the Naval Section of the National Archives where
it was sent by that able historian and thinker, Commodore Dudley W. Knox.

My competent predecessor, Rear Admiral John B. Heffernan, passed on
to me the publication of the naval documents of the American Revolution, as-
a project highly recommended by the Secretary of the Navy’s distinguished Ad-
visory Committee on Naval History. A fortunate conjunction of wisdom, men
and money soon made it possible to start the vast undertaking.

Few citizens have as clear realization of the importance of the past in shap-
ing the future as have Thomas S. Gates, in 1957 Secretary of the Navy, and Ad-
miral Arleigh Burke, then Chief of Naval Operations. Both understand that true
progress (and not just “rat race” change) in material things, including even the
most advanced ones reaching into space, depends upon the building of a sound
foundation—the new is but the breaking crest of a tidal wave of advancing knowl-
edge. Both also profoundly understand an equal if not greater value: From the
past comes inspiration. It stirs us and those after us to emulate the courage, the
selfless service, the patriotic sacrifice of our ancestors. Without these qualities
America could not have been born free, could not have grown to greatness, and
cannot endure great.

With their support, albeit not without frequent knocking on the door in
competition with mighty projects like Polaris and space activities, initial funds_
became available.

At the same time the specially qualified individual to edit this massive under-
taking had retired from business to North Carolina. William Bell Clark wrought
a successful career in business, becoming Vice President of N. W. Ayer & Son,
Inc. His heart, however, went to sea. Soon after World War I he first wrote
about naval matters. Not long thereafter he began to concentrate on the Ameri-
can Revolution. Today he is the leading authority on the naval aspects of that
world changing struggle.

As the project took shape in this office (and before agreement to allocate
funds for it), we discussed the choice of editor with the Secretary of the Navy’s
Advisory Committee on Naval History. Some members were especially versed
in the American Revolution. These included Samuel Flagg Bemis, Julian P.
Boyd, Waldo Leland, Chairman, the late William E. Lingelbach, Allan Nevins
and Walter Muir Whitehill. To a man they recommended Mr. Clark.

When I visited him, in his library T found other reasons than most of us
realized why he was the man for the job. All knew him to be a tireless researcher,
competent writer, and walking encyclopedia of the American Revolution. Few,
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if any, realized, certainly I didn’t, that in his library reposed transcripts of much
of the material we would publish. Around the bulkheads, from deck to overhead,
stood neatly tabbed portfolios with thousands of transcripts from repositories in
Europe and the United States. Here was the distilled essence of a lifetime avoca-
tion—now to become a new and inspiring vocation.

This collection, added to Record Group 45, then appeared to be most of what
we needed except for records overseas. Yet in the seven years we have worked on
this project we have added much. Mr. Clark himself has since found large bodies
of new manuscripts in Canada and in the United States from Massachusetts to
California. In my own duties, which call for considerable travel in connection
with other activities of the office, and those of others of my staff, research has been
fruitful in scores of repositories. We have been helped by many scholars in this
country and overseas.

My personal research concentrated in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North
and South Carolina, Florida, several repositories in New York and New England,
and a few elsewhere. State archives and those of historical societies yielded large
cargoes; and it has been like finding “seas yet untried” to come upon private
collections with extensive naval documents. Notable among the latter have been
the Smith Collection, now in the National Park Service, Morristown, N.J., the
Hayes Collection still in the original plantation house near Edenton, N.C. (micro-
film in the University of North Carolina) and Captain John G. M. Stone’s price-
less Langdon Papers—a particular jewel transplanted out of New England into
my home port of Annapolis.

A key man in the project has been Dr. William J. Morgan, author, student of
the American Revolution, and head of the Historical Résearch Séction of this office.
He has researched for materials, developed leads to new sources of documents and
has worked closely with Mr. Clark, Admiral Loomis and myself on formulating
and implementing our editorial policy.

Dr. Morgan’s Section, amidst a heavy workload of other assignments, has
handled the cataloguing and processing of new materials. His group has done the
comparison reading and re-reading of documents, essential in this vast compila-
tion, and the many editorial details to transfer the manuscript, as delivered by Mr.
Clark, into this book. The following have served with him as naval duty rotated
them in and out of the Section of usually seven people who worked on the Ameri-
can Revolution as other duties permitted: Lieutenant John R. Ganey; Lieu-
tenants (junior grade) Paul Withington, Christopher Smith, Llewellyn Heigham,
John Sturgeon, Rex Vail, Stephen Schuker, Margaret Helfrich, Richard Basoco,
and David Patterson; Chief Yeomen Harold Eagan, Bartley Sisson, and Frederick
S. Coward; Yeoman First Class Samuel Lopiccolo; Yeomen Third Class Pauline
Shipker and Marion Shafer. The duties of Robert I. Campbell, civilian assistant
in the Section, have included microfilming thousands of documents at the Library
of Congress and elsewhere. The excellent work of Lieutenant Patterson in many
areas as this volume was readied for the press is worthy of particular notice.
During the final stages of preparation of Volume I, we were also most fortunate
in obtaining the services of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Scheffenacker whose devoted
interest and competence have been a real boon.
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Several from other sections of the Naval History Division have contributed
markedly to this volume. These include: W. Bart Greenwood, Librarian and
Coordinator of Naval Libraries, with F. S. Meigs, Miss Barbara Lynch and
Miss Mary Pickens of his staff; Commander D. V. Hickey, Head of the Curator
Branch, Lieutenant Commander Mary Linderman, Lieutenant (junior grade)
Richard Webber and Charles Weaver; H. A. Vadnais, Jr., Assistant (civilian)

 Curator; Jesse Thomas, Donald Martin and Miss Florence Sharswood.

Commander Hickey and Mr. Greenwood have pulled strong oars in a major
area of the project—the collection of illustrative material. Initially searching our
own library for leads, we have enlarged our search, as for manuscripts, to include
many ports. Catholic in exploration, we have sought photographs of contem-
porary and near contemporary paintings, engravings, charts, cartoons, broad-
sides, relics, and other iconographic material. These have been added as a
special collection in our comprehensive historic photographic file in Commander
Hickey’s section. This collection on the American Revolution approaches 5,000
items. It is noteworthy that in all our searching we have found no picture
of Vice Admiral Samuel Graves, early Commander of British Naval Forces in
America. :

In addition, Mr. Greenwood obtained rich treasures from many repositories
(principally the Map Division of the Library of Congress) in charts, maps and
engravings of port scenes. Under the leadership of such men as Dr. Arch C.
Gerlach and Dr. Walter Ristow, the Map Division has become a world leader
with its superb collection. The knowledge and cooperation of Richard W.
Stephenson, research librarian, has been most valuable.

Naval Reservists, teachers by profession, on periods of summer active duty
have measurably contributed: Commander John Tierney, Lieutenant Com-
mander W. L. Hemeyer, Chief Builder Robert Payden. We have likewise
profited by having experienced historians perform brief Naval Reserve duty with
us: Captain Neville Kirk of the Naval Academy and Commander William
Franklin, State Department.

We have obtained most new manuscript material on microfilm, have had
it processed into paper copi€s and have catalogued them employing a multiple
card system similar to that used in the notable Jefferson, Franklin and Adams
publications by Julian P. Boyd, Leonard W. Labaree and Lyman Butterfield.
Since we got underway these able editors have been among our valued advisors
and have given many sound sailing directions.

Our large microfilm library, added to Mr. Clark’s extensive lifetime collec-
tion, runs to over half a million pages and still grows. All material cannot
appear in the published volumes, but the combined group will have unique re-
search value, including as it does gleanings from a fleet of collections in America
and from overseas.

A repository that seems never to exhaust itself is the Library of Congress.
In its superb Manuscript Division under Dr. David C. Mearns, we have micro-
filmed documents with our portable equipment, whenever opportunity allowed,
for some four years and still have not reached home port.
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This project has benefited by the wise advice and assistance of Rear Admiral
F. Kent Loomis, USN (Ret.), Assistant Director of Naval History, who has
furthered the accomplishments of this office in numerous ways. It also could
not have gone forward without the ever resourceful assistance of several of my
immediate office associates: Miss T. I. Mertz, Mrs. Gertrude M. Johnson,
Yeoman First Class John Murphy and his successors over the years, Chief Yeomen
D. W. Tamblyn and R. C. Rhoades. Mrs. Johnson has made the project
incomparably easier in her skilled handling of the complex ordering and financial
arrangements and the numerous archival correspondence files.

In thé Chief of Naval Operations’ administrative section, Mr. J. B. James’
flexibility and cheerful willingness in funding hundreds of orders for microfilm
and other reproduction, and Mr. John B. Gallagher’s broad knowledge of print-
ing procedures, have been indispensable to the success of our operation. The
same must indeed be said of the excellent service we have received from Mr. Ken-
neth A. Hancock and Mr. Charles H. James, Defense Department Printing
Service. '

Elsewhere we list the principal repositories in which we have found materials
for this volume. All of us on the staff extend appreciation to the many helpful
souls who have eased our work in them. I would like to note with my personal
gratitude the names of the following who have been particularly kind and accom-
modating to me in correspondence and in my research visits to some three score
repositories, public and private, large and small:

The Duke of Argyll, John D. Bakeless; Marquis de Bausset, Samuel Bemiss;
Francis Berkeley, Julian P. Boyd, Marion Brewington, Mrs. John Nicholas Brown;
Lyman Butterfield; Herbert Cahoon; Arthur B. Carlson; Frank Carr; Miss
Margaret Chapman; Clarkson Collins, III; Medecin en Chef Herve Cras, FN;
Christopher Crittenden; Captain V. A. Dahlstrom; Charles W. David; Leon de
Valinger; Captain J. C. De’Engeilbronner, RNN; Captain Wade de Weese;
Rear Admiral Oscar Dodson; Rear Admiral George Dufek; J. H. Easterby;
Chief Yeoman Clifford Foley; the Earl of Gainsborough; Howard B. Gotlieb,
Capitaine de Vaisseau Grincourt, FN; J. Welles Henderson; Right Reverend
K. G. Hamilton; H. Hardenberg; James Heslin; Norman Higson; Robert W.
Hill; Richard Hough; John Melville Jennings; Herman Kahn; Commander
Peter Kemp, RN; John ‘D. Kilbourne; Leonard W. Labaree; the late beloved
William E. Lingelbach; Miss Frances Lordwood; Dwight C. Lyman; Com-
mander W. E. May, RN; David Mearns; Commander E. G. Middleton, RN;
Rear Admiral S. E. Morison; Rear Admiral A. M. Patterson; James W. Patton;
Howard Peckham; Rear Admiral Hugh Pullen, RCN; Mrs. Granville T. Prior;
Morris L. Radoff; Mrs. Marion B. Reed; John B. Riggs; Stephen T. Riley;
F. S. Ronalds; Paul R. Rugen; Miss Mattie Russell; Miss Frances Settee; Miss
Grace Siewers; Gust Skordas; Edouard Stackpole; Captain John Gilbert M.
Stone; Rear Admiral Wallace Sylvester (deceased); Miss Muriel Taylor; Wil-
liam J. Van Schreeven; Guy Weatherly; Walter Muir Whitehill; Mrs. John
Wood. :

Mr. F. C. Drake conducted research for illustrative material in many Eng-
lish repositories, effectively furthering this area of our work. Through the in-
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terest and support of Dr. Daniel J. Reed, Library of Congress, Madame Paul
Henri Bonnel in 1963 began similar work for us searching for manuscripts and
illustrations in French archives with outstanding results. Most of the French
translations are the skillful rendering of Professor Bernard P. LeBeau, U.S. Naval
Academy.

Frederick S. Hicks; Irving Halpern; Milton Kaplan; R. F. Metzdorf; Harry
Shaw Newman; the late Irving S. Olds; Commander Mendel Peterson, USNR,
a number of those in the foregoing paragraphs, and many others have been
especially helpful in our illustrations search. Mr. Hicks, noted in his own
right as collector and authority, has generously worked long hours on the illustra-
tions and captions for this volume, and in many other ways.

I would like in this section to express the gratitude of all of us for the unfailing
wise counsel and support of the able members of the Advisory Committee and
the Special Consultants. Their names appear ahead of the Foreword.

Many others merit our appreciation. Al these, though unnamed, we thank.
I must mention, however, among those in the Navy Department who smoothed
our course, the following in particular (positions are at the time): The Honor-
able Fred A. Bantz, Under Secretary of the Navy; The Honorable Cecil P. Milne,
Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Material); and Rear Admiral G. R. Donaho,
USN, Assistant Vice Chief of Naval Operations (Administration) and his suc-
cessor, Rear Admiral Roy C. Benson, USN.  Without their signatures there would
have been no money, no contract—and no publication.

We must also thank the present incumbents of the top offices in the Navy
Department: Secretary of the Navy Paul H. Nitze; and Chief of Naval Opera-
tions Admiral David L. McDonald, USN. Their perception of the importance of
sound understanding of the past in all of the Navy’s activities has facilitated the
launching of this volume. '

John Paul Jones, the indomitable, truly wrote early in the American Revolu-
tion, “Without a respectable Navy—alas America!” A Navy comprises more
than warships, though around them all else pivots. Thus, as readers of this first
volume will note, the term “Naval” in our title bears a broad definition. The

“sea’s influence in U.S. history has been as far reaching as the winds that sweep
its horizons; and every aspect has affected naval power and its exercise.

The sea’s influence is no less now than in the brave years of the American
Revolution but its meaning was clearer then. This is so because few Americans
in 1775 lived beyond the reach of the sea. They felt its need constantly for travel,
for transport, for imports that ruled their daily lives such as clothing, tools, arms’
including powder, staples like tea and salt. The sea winds they could feel and
smell also brought home the need of ships for export and for protection from
foreign attack. Hence it seemed desirable to introduce in this work selected
maritime material dealing with trade and other matters that have indirect as well
as direct naval association. As Mahan said, “a nation’s sea-borne trade is the life
blood of its power, the assurer of its greatness, the preserver of its comfort.”

For economy we have been forced to stow a large cargo between these
covers. We have endeavored, however, from the splendid manuscript produced
by William Bell Clark, to launch a volume worthy of its contents.
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Our editorial policy reveals itself in the text, although a few points might
be noted. Because every effort is made to retain the spelling, punctuation, and
abbreviations of the original writer, the editorial apparatus is in the main un-
complicated. The standard ([ ]) indicates editorial insertions. On occasion
(ordinarily in long entries), for clarity a paragraph break has been added where
none existed in the manuscript.

Superior letters, a favorite eighteenth century device, have been eliminated
except in signatures; likewise “ye” (except in some quoted headings) has become
“the” and “yt” has become “that”.

Document headings are our insertions unless quotation marks set off the
heading indicating that it has been taken ‘“‘as is” from the original manuscript.

To save space, superscriptions which repeat information in the heading are
omitted or shortened, except in rare instances when the full one adds color or
essential data to the document.

Where only part of a letter has been selected for inclusion in this volume,
“[Extract]” appears at the top left of the entry. For continuing items such
as legislative journals, ship logs, newspapers, or personal diaries which yield a
number of individual items, it is clear that an entry on any given date is an extract
from the source, and it has not been deemed necessary to note it. Unpublished
Crown copyright material in The Public Record Office, London, is reproduced
by permission of the Controller of H. M. Stationery Office.

As an aid to the user, the date appears in bold face above and to the left of
the initial entry on that date, and to keep a good holystoning day in mind, Sun-
days are indicated.

- We anticipate at least fifteen volumes in the series. Volume II steams in
close formation behind this one. Mr. Clark has manuscripts for Volumes III
through VI well in hand.

We hope this volume and each of its successors will be of enduring value not
only to scholars, who delve into the detailed rigging of history, but also to all
Americans who would understand the powerful forces that made and keep us a
free nation. Among these forces few have been as potent as the sea.

As Volume I shows, General Washington frequently referred to the impor-
tance of strength at sea. Subsequent volumes will carry many others of his letters,
among them one to Lafayette late in 1781. It was written after the sur-
render at Yorktown that inevitably followed the French fleet’s victory over the
British off the Chesapeake Capes which denied Cornwallis the life-giving sea and
sealed his fate. In this letter from our far off beginnings appear words that could
have been written of World War 11, of Korea, of Lebanon, of Cuba—words that
are particularly appropriate to the global Confederation of the Sea by which we

‘who love freedom oppose communist chains:
“It follows then as certain as that Night succeeds the day, that without

a decisive Naval force we can do nothing definitive—and with it everything

honourable and glorious.”

Xvill
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EDITOR’S PREFACE

Original letters and documents relating to the naval and maritime history of the
American Revolution are scattered across the continent from coast to coast and
overseas among the nations of Europe. Some may be found in the fireproof
vaults of state, university and college libraries and historical societies; some in pos-
session of autograph collectors; others held by families descendent from early sea-
faring men. By far the largest number that have survived repose in the pu‘blic
archives of this-country and in Europe. Many priceless records have been ir-
retrievably lost in the course of well nlgh two centuries, succumbing to decomposi-
tion, flames, flood and bonfires of spring housecleaning.

As described in Rear Admiral Eller’s Introduction, an exhaustive search has
been made of archives and collections (public and private) in this country and
abroad to supplement and augment my own half century of seeking out and secur-
ing accurate transcripts, photostats or microfilm of surviving letters or documents
pertinent to the war at sea between 1775 and 1785.

" As the project took shape, it became evident that the scope of the conflict
transcended any previous concept of its extent. It encompassed not just the Con-
tinental Navy, but the fleets of George Washington in New England waters and
off New York, those on Lake Champlain, and on the lower Mississippi, navies in
eight of the revolting colonies, letters of ‘marque and reprisal, the British Navy, -
the French Navy, ejection of a half-dozen Royal Governors, the problems and
plight of naval prisoners, and weaving throughout, the constant and perilous ef-
forts to secure munitions of war from the foreign West Indies and abroad.

It was the genesis of American seapower of today: A beginning with nothing;
neither ships, nor cannon, nor gunpowder, nor trained naval officers, nor any
tradition. It arose out of desperation under the coercive acts of a British King
and subservient Ministry and Parliament, enforced by His Majesty’s ships on the
American station; an harassment experienced long before “the shot heard round
the world” on April 19, 1775, heralded the beginning of our military history of
the war. ‘ :

This war at sea developed through dire necessity in each rebellious province
and colony;. to defend the seacoast towns and protect their ocean-borne trade,
to seek among neutral nations the arms and ammunition without which there could -
be no resistance- made on land or sea, and, finally, to retaliate with such meager
means as were at hand. The spark which ignited these maritime activities was
not the gunfire at Lexington, but the order in George III’s Privy Council six
. months earlier prohibiting the exportation of gunpowder or other warlike stores
to the American colonies. That order reached Boston in the beginning of Decem-
ber, 1774.
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This volume begins at that point, or rather, three days earlier, on December 1,
1774, when the first step in the Continental Association (the non-acceptance of
British imports) became effective. It presents chronologically the occurrences
through September 2, 1775, at home, and through August 9, 1775, abroad. Be-
cause of slow and uncertain means of communication—a vessel’s passage being
subject to the whims of the wind—there was always an exasperating lapse of time
between any event in America and knowledge of it in Europe, and vice versa.
News from west to east generally took four or five weeks in transit; from east to
west, against prevailing winds, five to six weeks or even longer. The chronol-
ogy, therefore, has been divided into the American Theatre and the European
Theatre, allowing for the time lapse, and thus placing the sequences in proper
perspective.
~ The rebels in Massachusetts, for example, chased the Redcoats back into
Boston on April 19, 1775, and one day later three British major generals—Howe,
Clinton and Burgoyne—sailed for America from Portsmouth, England. To place
that date in the chronology one day after the Battles of Lexington and Concord
might lead a reader—thinking in terms of present day communication—to a
hasty conclusion that the event of the 19th of April influenced the dispatch of
these warriors on the 20th, whereas the news of Lexington did not reach London
until May 29.

Thus, the chronological arrangement for the volume is:

American Theatre: December 1, 1774-May 20, 1775
European Theatre: December 6, 1774—June 26, 1775
American Theatre: May 21, 1775-September 2, 1775
European Theatre: June 29, 1775-August 9, 1775

For the American Theatre, the sequence is daily, from north to south:
Canada, Nova Scotia, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
etc. After East and West Florida and Louisiana, come Bermuda and the West
Indies. For the European Theatre, the sequence is, for example, Ireland, Scot-
land, England, Scandinavia, United Provinces (Holland), France, Spain, Portu-
gal, and Italy.

Letters and documents appear in full when the subject matter relates entirely
to maritime affairs. Extracts are used when a letter deals with other topics which
are not pertinent. For example, a letter from George Washington to the Con-
tinental Congress may discuss recruiting, insubordination, commissary problems,
and devote a single paragraph to naval activities. That paragraph alone has
been selected.

Contemporary and letterbook copies have been used and so indicated. No
attempt has been made to establish whether a letter was in the handwriting of
the author, or dictated and signed by him. This procedure, essential to a collec-
tion of writings of an individual (i.e., Washington, Jefferson, Franklin and
Adams), could be of no practical value in this project; nor could it have been
accomplished, as many letters of the period have no other source than printed
versions, such as the journals and letters of the New York Provincial Congress,
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almost all of which were lost when the capitol building at Albany was destroyed
by fire.

Because of the magnitude of the project it was considered the better part
of wisdom to accept a number of previously printed letters or documents, pro-
vided they were in a volume edited by a qualified and conscientious scholar, or
that the originals could not be located.

The first major documentary series of a predecessor office of the Naval His-
tory Division was Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in
the War of the Rebellion. The next two series—Quasi-War with France and
Barbary Wars—contain only American correspondence and documents, those of
the respective enemies being unavailable or non-existent. For this present series,
fortunately, there is extant “the other side of the story.” The voluminous records
of both the British Admiralty and Colonial Office are preserved in the Public
Record Office in London. Liberal use has been made of admirals’ dispatches,
captains’ letters and journals of ships on the American station, as well as letters
from such Royal governors as maintained, for a time, a semblance of authority
under the guns of His Majesty’s men of war. Where ships’ logs or journals are
used, the text has been arranged by standard, rather than nautical time, a neces-
sary step if letters and logs are to be in agreement as to dates.

English accounts placed in juxtaposition with American provide contrasting
viewpoints and conclusions upon many maritime events, both major and minor.
Likewise there is disclosed not only British aims and strategy, but incidents upon
which American writers were vague, or uninformed; accounts of prize-taking
existing nowhere else, and a vivid impression of the alarms, mostly false, with
which the enemy viewed the infantile naval efforts of the rebellious colonies.

The British and Colonial newspapers, with a style of journalism peculiar to
the period, proved another profitable source. Frequently they printed incidents
and events not recorded in letters of the times, and, contrary to a common impres-
sion, were generally accurate, if inadequate. Editorializing in their news columns
frequently provides amusing reading.

In some instances there is repetition in accounts given by contemporary
American writers of the same event. Each one, however, has incorporated some
fact or fancy lacking in the others. Therefore, it seemed advisable to accept
iteration where necessary so that future historians, biographers, novelists or stu-
dents would not be deprived of the complete documentary story.

Where military and maritime history overlap, the problem of selection be-
comes difficult. Even Lexington and Concard, fought ten or twelve miles from
navigable waters, had naval connotations. When it came to the campaigns on
Lake Champlain and the Richelieu, Sorel and St. Lawrence rivers, the opera-
tions were largely amphibious. Hence some military documentation was called
for. The taking of Ticonderoga is a case in point. It was the prelude to the
disastrous attempt to conquer Canada. Without the account of its capture, as
gathered from the various versions of participants, the subsequent events would
lack background. Even the storming of that fortress was in itself an amphibious
operation—a boat crossing from the New Hampshire Grants to the Province of

XXI



New York. And it led, shortly thereafter, to the acquisition of the first two armed.
vessels publicly owned—the schooner Lzberty and sloop Enterprise.

To summarize: This volume, as previously stated, begins in December, 1774.

- The arrival at Boston on December 3, of His Majesty’s Ship Scarborough with the
Order in Privy Council prohibiting exportation of gunpowder to the American
colonies, and an accompanying circular létter from the British Secretary of State
to the Royal Governors; calling for their assistance in its enforcement, precipitated
the first shots of the American Revolution—and not at 'Lexington. The letter
for Rhode Island’s Governor fell into the hands of that colony’s General Assembly.
Within twenty-four hours, by Assembly order, armed men removed inland forty-
four' cannon and most of the powder from Fort George in Newport harbor.
Order and letter, again by ‘Assembly direction; were printed in the Providence
+ Gazette on December 10. A copy of the Gazette reached Boston and two days
later Paul Revere, with newspaper and .dispatches in his saddle bag, rode into
Portsmouth, New Hampshire. Four hundred men set off, by boat, barge and
scow, down the Piscataqua River for Fort William and Mary at its mouth.” The
fort commander, beset on all sides, warned them not to enter, but h1s warmng
was disregarded.
| 1mmed1ately ordered three four pounders to be fired at them, and then the
small arms,” he reported ‘and before we could be ready to fire again, we were
stormed on all quarters.”

That was December 14, 1774. One hundred barrels of gunpowder were
carried off, and Governor John Wentworth crying for naval support, blamed
the mischief on publication of the Prrvy Counc1l order in the Rhode Island
newspaper.

Between this date and the day of Lexmgton British naval eﬁorts to mtercept
gunpowder and arms shipments, to protect two Tory settlements in Massachusetts,
to support the waning authority of Governor Wentworth in New Hampshire, to
fill undermanned ships by impressments from vessels stopped and searched, and
to continue enforcement of the oppressive acts of trade and navigation, provoked
recrimination, bitterness and some violence. Efforts to evade the Continental
Association by certain merchants produced more unpleasantness and drastic action
‘by provincial committees in New York, New Jersey and Maryland. Further
south, on April 20-—a day after Lexington. but nine days before Virginia knew
of it—Lord Dunmore seized the powder in the Wllhamsburg magazine; a preface
to his ultimate downfall.

While Lex1ngton and Bunker Hill were pnmarlly matters for the mlhtary, -
each had its naval prelude and aftermath. - In between were fought two naval

" engagements—off Machias and in Narragansett Bay-—and both were American
victories. They marked the initial efforts at sea; in Massachusetts without Pro-
vincial authority; in Rhode Island with the sanction of Assembly. In May also,
provincials destroyed a British armed schooner in Boston harbor and in full view
of His Majesty’s ships riding at anchor. 'The Continental Congress resolution

_ urging the provinces and colonies to arm ships to defend themselves had thus been

anticipated throughout much of New England
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As rebellion spread, the Carolinas sent their Royal Governors fleeing: for
refuge to British naval vessels, and Georgia preempted the powder which came
by merchant ship to the port of Savannah. South Carolina’s earliest feat was to
send a tiny sloop to St. Augustine and take more than one hundred barrels of gun- -
powder from a vessel at anchor outside the bar.

In Boston, as the grip of the Continental Army tightened, the pangs of hunger
and the fear of a frigid winter sent the British Navy cattle and sheep stealing from
the islands and shores of Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut, and
lumber buying or confiscating along the sparsely settled coast of Maine. Enemy
cannon bombarded New York, because the rebels were removing the guns from
the Battery, and Stonington, in Connecticut, because other rebels fought back
when their vessels were seized. ‘

The British- so-called Restrictive Acts, arriving along with the three major
‘generals, intensified enemy operations at sea, and expedited development of
naval forces by the revolutionary bodies of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut, Pennsylvania and South Carolina. George Washington launched his
. own little fleet to intercept supply ships entering Boston harbor, and the Colony
of Rhode Island pledged its delegates to propose an American fleet to the Con-
tinental Congress. :

Without the wholehearted assistance of a great many devoted men and
women in public and private libraries and historical societies, this project never
could have been accomplished. Listing them in alphabetical order by repository,
so that all who personally helped me may share equally in the appreciation due:
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W. Kaye Lamb, archivist, Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa.

Miss Virginia Rugheimer, librarian, Charléston Library Society, Charleston,
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Paul M. Angle, director, and Miss Blanche Jantzen, manuscript librarian,
Chicago Historical Society, Chicago.
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Mrs. Charles A. Potter, curator of manuscripts, Essex Institute, Salem,
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loguer, Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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John S. Copley. (Courtesy of Independence National Historical Park,
Philadelphia. )

“Governor Robert Eden .
Portrait in oils, by Florence MacKubln c. 1910 after the lost onglna]
by an unknown artist. (Courtesy of the State of Maryland.)

Governor Lord William Campbell . . e e
Portrait in oils, by Francis Cotes, date unknown (Courtesy of His
Grace, the Duke of Argyll, Inveraray, Scotland.)

A Map of the Coast of South Carolina and Georgia, from Charleston to
St. Augustine, 1770

(Courtesy of the Trustees of The BI‘ltlSh Museum London )
Inset: Chart of the Bar and Harbor of Charleston, From “An Accurate
Map of North and South Carolina with their Indian Frontiers,” 1775.
From North American Atlas, William Faden (cartography by Henry

Mouzon), London, 1777. (Collections of The Library of Congress,
Washington.) '

“A View of the Town of York, Virginia, from the River” .
Water color sketch, by an unidentified British officer, c. 1754 (Cour-
tesy of The Mariners Museum, Newport News, Virginia.)

“An Exact Prospect of Charlestown, the Metropolis of the Province of
South Carolina”

Line engraving, from The Lona’on Magazme 1761 (Courtesy of
Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg, Virginia.)

A View of Spencer Hall Shipyard, Gray’s Inn Creek, Maryland
Oil painting, on a wooden mantel board, by an unidentified artist of
the American school, ¢. 1760. (Courtesy of the Maryland Historical
Society, Baltimore.)
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Charles Carroll of Carrollton . . e e e e e e
Portrait in oils, by Robert Field, 1803 (Courtesy of Kennedy Gal-
leries, Inc., New York.)

Joseph Hewes o
Miniature portrait in 01ls by Charles Wlllson Pealc 1776 (Courtesy
of the U.S. Naval Academy Museum, Annapolis, Maryland.)

William Henry Drayton -
Stipple engraving, by an unknown cngraver London 1783 (Collec-
tions of The Library of Congress, Washington.)

Marine Tlmekeeper (or Chronometer) No. 4 .

Front and rear views of the instrument perfected by ]ohn Hamson in
1761, which won for the Yorkshire village carpenter the prize of twenty
thousand pounds offered in 1714 by the British government’s Board of
Longitude for a practical solution to the age-old problem of determining
longitude at sea. The timekeeper was used by the inventor’s son Wil-
liam during a voyage to Jamaica in 1761-1762, at the end of which it
was found to have a cumulative error corresponding to eighteen miles.
(Courtesy of The Admiralty, London.)

Section from a Map of the most Inhabited part of Virginia, etc .
From The American Atlas, Thomas Jefferys (drawn by Joshua Fry
and Peter Jefferson, the father of Thomas Jefferson), London, 1775.
(Collections of The Library of Congress, Washington.)

Naval dirk of the Revolutionary period . . Coe e e
( Courtesy of Rear Admiral Thomas L. Wattles U S N. (Ret.), on loan
to the Naval Historical Foundation, Washington.)

Double-barreled flintlock pistol of the Revolutionary period
(Courtesy of The Smithsonian Institution, Washington.)

Privateer flintlock blunderbuss of the Revolutionary period .
(Courtesy of the U.S. Naval Academy Museum, Annapohs, Mary-
land.)

British musket (“Brown Bess”) of the Revolutionary period
(Photograph courtesy of The National Archives, Washington.)

Broadside Resolution of the Continental Congress, permitting importers

of military supplies to export Colonial products of the same value

for a period of nine months, signed by Charles Thomson, July 15,

1775 . Ce
(Courtesy of the Hall of Rccords Annapohs Maryland )

A letter of Daniel DeSaussure to Henry Laurens, July 18, 1775
(Courtesy of The South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston.)

Model of an 18-gun ship-rigged British sloop-of-war, ¢. 1760 .
(Courtesy of the Science Museum, London British Crown Copyright.)
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“The Scotch Butchery, Boston. 1775” .
Line engraving, by an unidentified engraver, London 1775 The view
apparently depicts the English troops’ revulsion at the supposed excesses
committed by Scottish soldiery under Colonel Simon Fraser (“3”),
against unarmed and harmless Bostonians, possibly during the British

~ retreat from Lexington in April, 1775; the naval bombardment shown
may, however, represent the British fleet’s firing on Charlestown during
the attack on Breed’s (or Bunker’s) Hill on June 17, 1775. “1” and
“2” are respectively the Earl of Bute and Chief Justice Mansfield.
(Collections of The Library of Congress, Washington. )

A broadside advertisement for the foregoing
(Courtesy of The New-York Historical Society, New York )

Section from A Plan of the Town of Newport, Rhode Island
From Atlas of Battles of the American Revolution, William Faden (sur-
veyed by Charles Blaskowitz), London, 1777. (Collections of The
Library of Congress, Washington.)

Model of a British ship-of-the-line (third rate), ¢. 1750 .
(Courtesy of the U.S. Naval Academy Museum, Annapolis, Mary—
land.)

Extracts from a letter, George Washington to John Augustine Wash-
ington, July 27, 1775
(Collections of The Library of Congress Washlngton )

Manuscript map of Boston and vicinity, referred to in the preceding
illustration
(Collections of The L1brary of Congress, Washlngton )

A Chart of Halifax Harbor, Nova Scotia, and approaches . .
From the Atlantic Neptune, published by The Admiralty, London (un-
der the direction of Joseph F. W. Des Barres), 1763—1784; this chart
was issued in 1781. (Collections of The Library of Congress,
Washington. )

A View of the Entrance to Halifax Harbor, Nova Scotia R
Aquatint, by William F. Wells after Dominic Serres. (An illustration
from Volume X of The Naval Chronicle (July-December, 1803), com-
piled by Joyce Gold, London; in the Navy Department Library,
Washington. )

A View of Halifax, Nova Scotia .
Line engraving, by James Mason after R Short and Dormmc Serres,
London, 1764. (Courtesy of the Trustees of the National Maritime
Museum, Greenwich, England.)
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“Poetical Remarks upon the Fight at Boston Light-House Which happen’d
between a Party of Troops belonging to the United Colonies, Com-
manded by Major Tupper, and a Number of Regulars”

(Courtesy of The New-York Historical Society, New York.)

Governor _]ohn Wentworth . e e e e e
Portrait in pastels, by John S. Coplcy, 1769 (Photograph courtesy
of the New Hampshire Historical Society, Concord.)

Christopher Champlin e
Portrait in wash, by Charles B. J F de St Memln, c. 1800 (Courtesy
of The Newport Historical Society, Newport, Rhode Island.)

“An East Prospect of the City of Philadelphia; taken by George Heap
from the Jersey Shore, under the Direction of Nicholas Scull, Surveyor
General of the Province of Pennsylvania” .o

Line engraving, published by Thomas Jefferys, London, 1768 (Col-
lections of The Library of Congress, Washington.)

Universal Equinoctial Ring Dial e e e e e e e
Made by Baradelle Sons, Paris, 1774. (Courtesy of the Trustees of
the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England.)

Mariner's Compass . C e e e e e e
Made by William Farmer c. 1750 (Courtesy of the Trustees of the
National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, England.)

Broadside apology, by Robert and John Murray, for their having unloaded
a part of the ship Beulah’s cargo, and pledging their adherence to the
future orders of the Continental Congress and other legislative bodies,

“saving to Robert Murray (who is one of the People called Quakers)
his religious Principles”; June 9, 1775 . .o
(Courtesy of The New-York Historical Society, New York )

Broadside apology, by Abraham H. Van Vleck, for his having shipped

provisions to Nantucket in violation of a “Recommendation” of the

Continental Congress, and announcing the gift of his sloop Henry in

trust for the benefit of the poor of New York in extenuation of his act,

August 4, 1775 . .
(Collections of The Library of Congress Washmgton )

Extracts from “General Gage’s Soliloquy”
A satirical poem, written in 1775.  From The Poems of thlzp Freneau
Philadelphia, 1786. (Collections of The Library of Congress, Wash-
ington. )

Extracts from Joshua Humphreys’ bill for the building of the Pennsylvania

galley Experiment, August 5, 1775
(Courtesy of The Historical Society of Pennsylvanla, Phlladclphla)
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Broadside Resolution of the Provincial Congress of New York, permitting
Abraham Lott, “Contractor for his Majesty’s Navy”, to provide
vessels of the Royal Navy stationed at New York with “all Neces-
saries, as well Fresh as Salt”, in order to avoid a repetition of the
incident of August 23, 1775, when HMS Asia fired into the town,
signed by Robert Benson, August 29, 1775 . Coe

(Courtesy of The New-York Historical Society, New York. )

Extract from a Resolve of The Rhode Island General Assembly, relative
to the establishment of a Continental naval force, August 26, 1775
(Courtesy of The National Archives, Washington; Papers of the Con-
tinental Congress.)

Extracts from a letter, Benjamin Franklin to Silas Deane, August 27,
1775 . . . . .o .
(Courtesy of Mr. Wharton Smkler Phlladclphla )

Log entries of HMS Rose, August 29-30, 1775
(Courtesy of The Public Record Office, London.)

Extracts from a letter, Gurdon Saltonstall to Jonathan Trumbull, August
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Captain Nicholson Broughton, she first sailed from Beverly, Massa-
chusetts, on September 5, 1775. (Courtesy of the Naval Historical
Foundation, Washington.)

A View of Chatham Dockyard, England .
Line engraving, by Carrington Bowles after John Clevclcy, London
1772. (Courtesy of the Trustees of The National Maritime Museum,
Greenwich, England.)

“Virtual Representation, 1775 . .
Line engraving, probably pubhshed in London Apr11 I, 1775 The
view is symbolic of the contrast in the Parliamentary attxtude toward
the English colonists of North America (against whom repressive meas-
ures were leveled in Massachusetts in consequence of the Boston Tea
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Party), as opposed to that shown to the French-speaking settlers of
Canada (whose Roman Catholicism had been tolerated by the Quebec
Act), the publisher’s sympathies obviously being with the former. It
is interesting to note the date of publication, almost three weeks before
the outbreak of open hostilities at Lexington on April 19, 1775. (Col-
lections of The Library of Congress, Washington. )

French Intelligence concerning the disposition of ships of the British fleet,
July 17, 1775
(From the Archives du Mlnlstere des Affalres Etrangcres copy in The
Library of Congress, Washington.)

A View of Falmouth, England . Ce e e
Line engraving, from The Royal Englzsh Atlas . . . drawn from sur-
veys, etc., E. Bowen, T. Kitchin, et al., London, 1778. (Collections
of The Library of Congress, Washington.)

A View of PIymouth England . e e
Line engraving, from The Royal Englzsh Atlas . . . drawn from sur-
veys, etc., E. Bowen, T. Kitchin, et al., London, 1778. (Collections
of The Library of Congress, Washington.) ’

Section from a Chart of the English Channel . .o
From The West-India Atlas, Thomas Jefferys, London 1775 ( Col-
lections of The Library of Congress, Washington.)

British ship-of-the-line (second rate) of the late Eighteenth Century .
Etching, by Robert Pollard after Thomas Mitchell, London, ¢. 1808.
(Courtesy of the Trustees of the National Maritime Museum, Green-
wich, England.)

A Map of Delaware and Chesapeake Bays, 1781
Anonymous manuscript map. (Courtesy of the William L. Clemcnts
Library, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.)
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Map of the British Emgire in North America, 1774.
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1 Dec. 1774

“A LIST OF ALL SHIPS AND VESSELS WHICH HAVE CLEARED OUTWARDS
IN THE PORT OF ANNAPOLIS IN MARYLAND” *
1774

Decemr 1 Brig Geddis, John Harrison, Master, 50 tons, 7 men, for Liverpool

3500 Bushels of Wheat, 1400 Staves & Heading
1. Port of Entry Books, 1745-1775, MdHS. The Entry Books contain both outward and
inward entries for the ports of Patuxent, Annapolis, North Potomac, Oxford, and Poco-
moke, but only those for Annapolis contain entries for 1775. The Annapolis books,
include entries for the port of Chester, on the Eastern Shore, across the Chesapeake from
Annapolis, and which was handled by a deputy naval officer. The entries are detailed
and include the above information as well as the place where the vessel was built, by
whom owned, and where last registered. The first inward entry, covering the period

involved, will be found under date of December 29, 1774. The complete list of clearances
for Europe and the West Indies will be found in Appendix A.

THEODORICK BLAND TO FARREL & JONES, BRISTOL MERCHANTS !

Farmingdell [Va.] Decr. 1st, 1774

This acknowledges by us the Rect. of your favor of the 10th of Augt. by
the Virginian Capt. J. Aselby, in which was enclosed my acct, Current, Nt. Pro-
ceeds 8—-11-2 for two Hhds. Tobo. for which sum, with the Intt. thereon (at 60
days) amounting to 4s/4 I have drawn a Bill in favor of Mr. Chs. Duncan
amounting to 8-15-6, which I doubt not will be duely Honour’d. I must confess
the low price I have got for my Tobo. does not afford me great encouragement
to try the Port of Bristol as a Market for that Commody. especially when I consider
that part of the same crop, & what was deem’d Rather inferior in Quality Netted me
Seven Pounds twelve & Sixpence from Liverpool, my intention was to encrease
my Commission to Yr. Port, But I think no man can be expected to run upon his
ruin with his Eyes open. You will therefore excuse my not complying with yr.
request to assist Capt. Aselby in his Loading. I shd. have vested the small Pro-
ceeds in Goods. But the present political disputes between these Colonies & the
Mother Country which threaten us with a deprivation of our Liberties and every
thing that is dear to us, forbids such a step and induces us to exert every nerve to
immitate the spider and spin from our own Bowels, altho the Webb shd. be our
Winding Sheet. This is the determined resolution of every American as far as I
can hear from Nova Scotia to Georgia, nor wd. any consideration induce a Virgin-
ian at this time to ship one Hhd. of Tobo. were it not to pay there debts as nearly
as possible before the Arrival of the 10th day of Septr. Next at which time the non
importation takes place, & will be I believe Religiously adhered to, unless our
grievances are fully redressed before that time. What will be the Consequence
shd. the Corrupt Aristocracy which at present rules the British Councils persevere
in their arbitrary Measures with respect to America God only knows this Part of
the Continent tho Ardently desirous of a constitutional reconciliation are to a
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man, determined that that day which deprives them of their liberties, shall also
deprive them of their existence.

I shd. not have troubled you so long an Epistil had I not thought it a duty
I owed my Country to apprise every person in England with whom I was in the
slightest manner connected of the Sentiments of the People of this Country which
perhaps may be well known before this reaches you, from many Publick Acts.
you will therefore Sr. I hope excuse this intrusion. & believe me to be [&c.]

T Bland ®
1. Theodorick Bland Papers, LC. '
2. Theodorick Bland (1742-1790), retired physician and Virginia planter.

Turoporick BLAND’s SaTirRicaL AppREsS TO FREDERICK LorD NORTH AND
GENERAL THoMAS GaGE?

[Farmingdell, Va., December 1, 1774]

The Humble Address of the Merchants, inspectors, and [Pa]rtners, and other
dependants on the Merchants and warehouses in the Town of Blandford and parts
adjacent to the Right Honble Lord North, Genl Gage &c.&c.

We your Lordships most Humble admirers, and dutifull adherents having
taken into our most [careful] consideration, Your Lordships & his excellency’s
[many] noble Virtues, and the bold and Laudable strid[es you have] lately made,
to Arbitrary Government; and [industrious] and enterprising encroachments you
have ma[de upen] the rights and prerogatives of the Crown; of grea[t Bri]tain;
the Salutary and wholesome Corruption your lordship has, by your Wisdom,
brought about in the British Parliament; and the noble attempts of your excellency
(under the specious pretence of Personating the Best of Kings,) to fix on his
Majesties Loyal & foolish Subjects of this Conduct [sic! continent] the Shackles
of despotism; do think it prudent and Politic at this time when such general detes-
tation and abhorrence is shewn by all other ranks of People; to shew our gratitude,
and offer up our unfeigned thanks to you; for the prudent, Lenient, and steady
measures you have undertaken, and are now pursuing to overturn the British Con-
stitution, in England [and Ame]rica to its very foundation. We heartily a[gree]
with you in your Laudable plan for th[is accomplishment] in hopes that your
Lord[ship] & excellency [will] have effectuated your Laudable purpose, wlill look
upon] us with an eye of benignity and generosity, [and] graciously considering
the eminent service [we] have endeavourd to do to you [in heartily concurring and
testifying our approbation in] your Plan and at the risque of the Good opin[ion]
of the People of the Country wherein we reside, disdaining every application to
us, to embrace their Sentiments or abet their Cause, tho evident by our interes[t]
to do. And when it shall please the Devil for we disdain it [pleas’d you] to have
[foiled] every attempt of the People of America; to establish and maintain their
liberties & the Glorious Standard of Despotism shall be effectually planted & the
free constitution of great Britain & America shall be overturnd [so] that then
Yr Lordship, an[d] excellency, will amply [reJwa[rd] us and our posterity with
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