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The Third Platform
The Evolution of ICT Ecosystem
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 IT landscape is 
transforming

 Network is a key 
enabler of the third 
platform

 Requirements of 
the third platform 
trends are driving 
networking 
technology and 
business 
transformation



Cloud Drives Networking Changes
Q.  What was the main reason you needed to Re-Architect The Network to support  Private Cloud?
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We needed to ensure security between virtual servers

We needed more bandwidth to support the virtualized 
environment

The network became a bottleneck to new service 
provisioning

We needed simpler easier faster provisioning of network 
devices

We needed to reduce the amount of time to provide 
ongoing configuration and maintenance

We wanted to migrate to a unified ethernet fabric (FCoE, 
iSCSI)

We needed to allow for virtual server mobility between 
physical servers for operational load balancing

We needed to allow for virtual server mobility between 
physical servers for disaster recovery

N=200

Source: IDC Virtualization Survey, 2012
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The Network Not Well Suited to Making 

Changes
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Manual or slow 
changes 

(Network 
changes are 
slow and/or 

hard to 

complete)

Resilience 
(changes cause 

service 
disruptions)

Performance 
(network is often 

a bottle neck 
constraining 
application 

performance)

Scalability 
(it’s hard to 

easily add 
physical storage 

or compute to 
the data center)

Application 
change freedom 

(Application 
changes require 

network 
changes)

Reliability 
(network 

underperforms 
availability 
demands)

Security 
Complexity 

(Security adds 
too much 

complexity)

Security  
(security  or 

similar risk 
issues are 

unsatisfactory)

Management 
(it’s hard to 

manage 
changes to 

the network)

Other

Question: What does your network not do well today? 
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 More than 20% of respondents noted that their network is not well suited for 

making changes and loses resiliency when doing so 

N=510

Source: IDC's Why the Network Matters Survey - November, 2012

.



Primary Drivers for SDN Adoption
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Q.Which of the following factors is the primary motivation for considering or implementing SDN?

N=500

Source: IDC SDN Survey, 2014



SDN Market Potential
Modest Starts, High Growth Potential
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 IDC expects SDN

deployments to accelerate 

in 2014, and go beyond 

hyper-scale data centers 

and early experimentation.  

 The application ecosystem 

is growing, as well as the 

number of SDN

architectures.

 Market players have 

embraced SDN as a 

marketing topic and is 

exploiting it heavily, 

generating a lot of buzz in 

the marketplace.


