
New Titles in the 
"New Academic" Section 

Press your “Page Down” key to go to the next page. 

* A Theology for the Church, edited by Daniel Akin, with contributions from 
today’s leading Baptist thinkers, addresses four key questions in regard to 
eight Christian doctrines. 
  
What does the Bible say? Each Christian doctrine is rooted in the Bible’s 
own teaching in both the Old and New Testaments.  
 
What has the Church believed? Christians have interpreted these doctrines in 
somewhat different ways through the centuries.  

 
How do the doctrines fit together? Each Christian doctrine must cohere with the other 
doctrines.  
 
How does each doctrine impact the church today? Each Christian doctrine must be 
meaningful for today’s church. 
 
Contributors: 
Gregory Alan Thornbury, Russell D. Moore, David S. Dockery, David P. Nelson, Timothy 
George, Peter R. Schemm, Jr., John S. Hammett, R. Stanton Norman, Paige Patterson, 
Malcolm B. Yarnell, III, Kenneth Keathley, Mark E. Dever, R. Albert Mohler, Jr. 
 
Daniel L. Akin is president of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, Wake Forest, NC. 

*From the back cover of the book. 

A Theology for the Church 
Edited by Daniel L. Akin (Published by B&H Academic - ISBN 9780805426403) 

(Hardback) 
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* For most evangelicals, a key tenet of belief is a “high view of Scripture,” 
often defined as adherence to a verbal plenary inspiration view, along with 
the subsequent doctrine of inerrancy this view assumes. In this thought-
provoking book, Craig Allert questions whether this view is in fact high 
enough. In particular, he avers that our view of the Bible has not been 
sufficiently informed by how the New Testament canon was formed in the 
early centuries of the church. While maintaining that Scripture is 
authoritative and inspired, he also believes that the tension between 
Scripture’s nature as both a divine document and a human document has 

often been skewed too far toward the divine. 
 
Seeking to remedy this imbalance, Allert examines various theories of the historical 
development of the New Testament canon. In addition, he explores how the early church 
fathers viewed Scripture, canon, inspiration, and authority, coming to the conclusion that 
while promoting a high view of Scripture, the patristic view does not necessarily line up with 
the modern conservative evangelical view. Finally, from these conclusions he proposes 
twenty-first-century implications for how we view Scripture. 
 
Craig D. Allert is associate professor and chair of religious studies at Trinity Western 
University in Langley, British Columbia. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

A High View of Scripture? 
The Authority of the Bible and the Formation of the New Testament Canon 

By Craig D. Allert (Published by Baker Academic - ISBN 9780801027789) 
(Paperback) 
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* Most Christian college students separate their academic life from church 
attendance, Bible study, and prayer. Too often discipleship of the mind is 
overlooked if not ignored altogether. However, authors Donald Opitz and 
Derek Melleby issue a clarion call to students to integrate their faith and 
learning in The Outrageous Idea of Academic Faithfulness.  
 
In eight succinct chapters the authors stress the importance of academic 
discipleship and taking studies seriously. According to Opitz and Melleby, a 
Christian worldview--or biblical gestalt--brings unity to the fragmented 

curriculum of higher education. Each breezy chapter concludes with thought-provoking 
discussion questions as well as recommendations for further reading.  
 
Written for a narrative generation, this guide extracts illustrations from the Book of Daniel, 
The Lord of the Rings, the experiences of real students, and more. This book is an excellent 
gift for college-bound seniors in high school. It’s an essential text for first-year college 
students, too. Last, The Outrageous Idea of Academic Faithfulness will benefit professors, 
pastors, and parents.  
 
Donald Opitz is associate professor of sociology and higher education at Geneva College in 
Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania. Derek Melleby is the director of the College Transition Initiative 
for the Center for Parent/Youth Understanding in Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania, through a 
unique partnership with the Coalition for Christian Outreach. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

The Outrageous Idea of Academic Faithfulness: A Guide for Students 
By Donald Opitz and Derek Melleby (Published by Brazos Press - ISBN 9781587432101) 

(Paperback) 
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* Few thinkers have had as much impact on contemporary philosophy as has 
Alvin Plantinga. The work of this quintessential analytic philosopher has in 
many respects set the tone for the debate in the fields of modal metaphysics 
and epistemology and he is arguably the most important philosopher of 
religion of our time. In this volume, a distinguished team of today’s leading 
philosophers address the central aspects of Plantinga’s philosophy - his views 
on natural theology; his responses to the problem of evil; his contributions to 
the field of modal metaphysics; the controversial evolutionary argument 
against naturalism; his model of epistemic warrant and his view of epistemic 

defeat; and his recent work on mind-body dualism. Also included is an appendix containing 
Plantinga’s often referred to, but previously unpublished, lecture notes entitled ‘Two Dozen 
(or so) Theistic Arguments’, with a substantial preface to the appendix written by Plantinga 
specifically for this volume. 
 
Contributors: 
Deane-Peter Baker, Graham Oppy, Richard M. Gale, John Divers, Ernest Sosa, Jonathan 
Kvanvig, James Beilby, Kelly James Clark, Peter Van Inwagen, Alvin Plantinga 
 
Deane-Peter Baker is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Philosophy and Ethics at the 
University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

Alvin Plantinga (Contemporary Philosophy in Focus Series) 
Edited by Deane-Peter Baker (Published by Cambridge University Press - ISBN 0521671434) 

(Paperback) 
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* For too long contemporary theology has downplayed the importance of 
holding together the incarnation and the resurrection when thinking 
theologically. Paul Molnar here surveys the place of these key doctrines in 
the thought of several influential theologians: Karl Barth, Karl Rahner, 
Thomas F. Torrance, John Macquarrie, Gordon Kaufman, Sallie McFague, 
Roger Haight, John Hick, and Wolfhart Pannenberg. 
 
Molnar demonstrates that whenever the starting point for interpreting the 
resurrection is not Jesus himself, the incarnate Son of the Father, then 

Christology and Soteriology are undermined because they are not properly rooted in a 
plausible doctrine of the Trinity. Fair, comprehensive, and balanced, Molnar’s analysis, 
following Torrance and Barth, highlights the details of contemporary theology of the 
resurrection linked to the incarnation and maintains the necessity of the incarnation in its 
intrinsic unity with the resurrection as the beginning, rather than the end, of Christology. 
 
“This volume is vintage Molnar — well-researched, vigorously argued, uninhibited in its 
judgments. The inner logic of how the incarnation connects with the resurrection is surveyed 
across a wide range of diverse viewpoints. Molnar once again adopts the role of Fidei 
Defensor and acquits it well.” 

—George Hunsinger, Princeton Theological Seminary 
 
Paul D. Molnar is professor of systematic theology at St. John's University, Queens, New 
York. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

Incarnation & Resurrection: Toward a Contemporary Understanding 
By Paul D. Molnar (Published by Eerdmans - ISBN 9780802809988) 

(Paperback) 
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* How much of life does Darwin’s theory explain? Most scientists believe it accounts for everything from the 
machinery of the cell to the history of life on earth. Darwin’s ideas have been applied to law, culture, and politics. 
  
But Darwin’s theory has been proven only in one sense: There is little question that all species on earth descended 
from a common ancestor. Overwhelming anatomical, genetic, and fossil evidence exists for that claim. But the 
crucial question remains: How did it happen? Darwin’s proposed mechanism -- random mutation and natural 
selection -- has been accepted largely as a matter of faith and deduction or, at best, circumstantial evidence. Only 
now, thanks to genetics, does science allow us to seek direct evidence. The genomes of many organisms have 
been sequenced, and the machinery of the cell has been analyzed in great detail. The evolutionary responses of 
microorganisms to antibiotics and humans to parasitic infections have been traced over tens of thousands of 

generations. 
  
As a result, for the first time in history Darwin’s theory can be rigorously evaluated. The results are shocking. Although it can 
explain marginal changes in evolutionary history, random mutation and natural selection explain very little of the basic machinery of 
life. The “edge” of evolution, a line that defines the border between random and nonrandom mutation, lies very far from where 
Darwin pointed. Behe argues convincingly that most of the mutations that have defined the history of life on earth have been 
nonrandom. 
  
Although it will be controversial and stunning, this finding actually fits a general pattern discovered by other branches of science in 
recent decades: The universe as a whole was fine-tuned for life. From physics to cosmology to chemistry to biology, life on earth 
stands revealed as depending upon an endless series of unlikely events. The clear conclusion: The universe was designed for life.  
 
Michael J. Behe is a Professor of Biological Science at Lehigh University. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

The Edge of Evolution: The Search for the Limits of Darwinism 
By Michael J. Behe (Published by Free Press - ISBN 9780743296205) 

(Hardback) 
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* Since its inception, controversy has surrounded the Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000, Southern Baptists’ most recent confession of faith. The 
present volume consists of essays by Baptist scholars explaining and 
defending that document. Each of the 18 articles of the BF&M 2000 is 
addressed, with special attention to the most critical issues and changes from 
the denomination’s 1963 confession. Also included is an appendix 
comprising the full text of all three Baptist Faith and Message statements 
from the 20th century (1925, 1963, and 2000), in side-by-side columns for 
easy reference and comparison. Brief yet comprehensive, detailed yet 

accessible to the non-specialist, this volume is a must read for Southern Baptist professors and 
students, staff and church members, and anyone interested in one of the most powerful 
religious forces in America. 
 
Contributors: 
Daniel L. Akin, Douglas K. Blount, Chad Owen Brand, E. David Cook, Barry K. Creamer, 
Keith E. Eitel, John S. Hammett, Susie Hawkins, Jerry A. Johnson, Steve W. Lemke, C. Ben 
Mitchell, R. Albert Mohler, Jr., Russell D. Moore, Thomas J. Nettles, Paige Patterson, 
Dorothy Kelley Patterson, Robert B. Stewart, Joseph D. Wooddell, Malcolm B. Yarnell, III  
 
Douglas K. Blount is associate professor of philosophy of religion and assistant dean for 
ethics and philosophical studies at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. Joseph D. 
Wooddell is assistant professor of philosophy at Criswell College. 

*From the publisher’s website. 

Baptist Faith and Message 2000: 
Critical Issues in America’s Largest Protestant Denomination 

Edited by Douglas K. Blount and Joseph D. Wooddell 
(Published by Rowman & Littlefield - ISBN 0742551032) (Paperback) 
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The Grand Weaver: How God Shapes Us Through the Events of Our Lives (Zondervan - ISBN 
9780310269526 - Hardback) by Ravi Zacharias. 


