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NEW YORK CITY ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE

PREFACE

Background
New York City is authorized by the New York State Energy Law to enact its own energy code, provided the City’s
code is more stringent than the requirements for New York State, codified in the New York State Energy Conserva-
tion Construction Code (“NYSECCC”). Since 2009, the New York City Energy Conservation Code (“NYCECC”) has
regulated energy consumption in New York City buildings.

Established by Local Law 85 of 2009 as Chapter 10 of Title 28 of the New York City Administrative Code, the
NYCECC is required to be periodically updated to maintain the City of New York’s position as a leader in sustain-
able construction policies and practices.

In December of 2019, the New York State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council voted to update both the
Commercial and Residential provisions of the New York State Energy Conservation Construction Code to meet the
requirements of the Commercial and Residential provisions of the 2018 edition of the International Energy Conser-
vation Code® (IECC®), and Commercial provisions of the NYSECCC to meet the requirements of ANSI/ASHRAE/
IES 90.1—2016, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings, with amendments made by
the 19 NYCRR Section 1240.3, which together comprise the 2020 NYSECCC. The 2020 NYCECC further amends
the 2020 NYSECCC to address the unique and dense construction environment of New York City and to align with
the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority’s NYStretch Energy Code—2020 as per Section
28-1001.3.3 of the Administrative Code.

This code update aligns with the goals of Mayor Bill de Blasio’s One City Built to Last Plan, which calls for the
City to develop and implement world class green building and energy codes. This is a key initiative in the City’s tar-
get to carbon neutrality by the year 2050.

The Code Development and Revision Process
The Department established the New York City Energy Conservation Code Commercial and Residential Advisory
Committees to provide stakeholder involvement in the updating of the energy conservation requirements. Both Advi-
sory Committees are composed of industry professionals who represent practitioners from various fields including
architects, engineers, building developers and managers, construction trades, and sustainability advocates. The input
of these professionals ensures that the sustainability provisions are based on the best practices and current technolo-
gies.

Codes Maintenance
At the national level, the International Energy Conservation Code is kept current through the review of proposed
changes submitted to the International Code Council by code enforcement officials, industry representatives, design
professionals and other interested parties. Proposed changes are considered through an open code development pro-
cess in which all interested and affected parties may participate.

The Department is mandated by Local Law 85 of 2009 to submit to the New York City Council proposed amend-
ments to this code to bring it up to date with or exceed the latest edition of the NYSECCC (i) following any revision
of the NYSECCC that establishes more stringent requirements than those imposed by this code and (ii) no later than
the end of the third year after the effective date of this code.

This will help ensure that New York City maintains an updated Energy Conservation Code far into the future.
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Marginal and Other Markings
An “NYC” in the margins within the body of the codes indicates a substantive change from the 2020 New York State
Energy Conservation Construction Code, 2018 version of the International Codes© and ANSI/ASHRAE/IES 90.1—
2016, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings, as well as changes adopted from the
NYStretch Energy Code—2020, Version 1.0. 

A “State” in the margins within the body of the codes indicates a substantive change from the 2018 version of the Inter-
national Codes© and ANSI/ASHRAE/IES 90.1—2016, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential
Buildings made by the 2020 New York State Energy Conservation Construction Code. 

Hollow deletion arrows (    ) are provided in the margin to indicate a deleted paragraph or item from the 2020 New
York State Energy Conservation Construction Code, 2018 version of the International Codes©, and ANSI/ASHRAE/
IES 90.1-2016, Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings.

A double dagger (‡) within the body of the codes indicates text that is corrected from the enacted legislation for
purposes of clarity. Substantive corrections will appear in future code revisions.

�
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TITLE 28

NEW YORK CITY CONSTRUCTION CODES

CHAPTER 10

THE NEW YORK CITY ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE

ARTICLE 1001
ENACTMENT AND UPDATE OF THE NEW YORK CITY ENERGY CONSERVATION CODE

§28-1001.1 Adoption of the New York city energy conservation code. In accordance with section 11-109 of the New York
state energy law, which permits any municipality to promulgate a local energy conservation construction code, the city of New
York hereby adopts the New York state energy code in effect and any amendments thereto that are more stringent than such code
adopted by the city of New York as the minimum requirements for the design, construction and alteration of buildings for the
effective use of energy in the city. Such adoption shall be subject to amendments pursuant to local law and set forth in section
1001.2 of this chapter, which shall be known and cited as the “New York City amendments to the New York state energy code.”
The New York state energy code with such New York city amendments shall together be known and cited as the “New York city
energy conservation code (NYCECC).”

§28-1001.1.1 Definition. As used in this chapter.

ASHRAE 90.1—2013. The term “ASHRAE 90.1—2013” means the 2013 edition of the energy standard for buildings except
low-rise residential buildings, standard reference number 90.1—2013, published by the American society of heating, refriger-
ating and air conditioning engineers (ASHRAE).

COVERED BUILDING. The term “covered building” has the same meaning as set forth in section 28-309.2.

NEW YORK STATE ENERGY CODE. The term “New York State Energy Code” means the New York State Energy Con-
servation Construction Code (the “New York State Energy Code”), constituting part 1240 of title 19 of the New York codes,
rules and regulations (19 NYCRR Part 1240), and the publications incorporated by reference in such part, promulgated on
April 6, 2016 by the State Fire Prevention and Building Code Council pursuant to Article 11 of the New York State Energy
Law.

PREDICTED ENERGY USE. For a building, the amount of energy that is expected to be used at the premises of such
building based upon the design of such building as filed by an applicant with the department for approval.

PREDICTED ENERGY USE TARGET. For each type of buildings, as such types correspond to the prototypes set forth in
ASHRAE 90.1—2013, a maximum allowable predicted energy use of such buildings that are new buildings or existing build-
ings undergoing substantial reconstruction, as determined pursuant to this article.

SUBSTANTIAL RECONSTRUCTION. The term “substantial reconstruction” means any alteration or improvement of an
existing building, if such work involves alteration of 40 percent or more of the building envelope and any two of the follow-
ing, within a period of 12 months: (i) replacement of the equipment that provides heating capacity, including service hot
water to 50 percent or more of the building floor area; (ii) replacement of the equipment that provides cooling capacity to 50
percent or more of the building floor area; or (iii) replacement of 50 percent or more of the connected lighting load; provided
that before the commissioner submits to the city council proposed amendments to this code that establish predicted energy
use targets pursuant to section 28-1001.3.4, the New York city energy conservation code advisory committee established pur-
suant to section 28-1001.3.2 may recommend, and the commissioner may include in such amendments, an alternative defini-
tion of this term, including a definition that varies based on building type.

§28-1001.2 New York city amendments to the New York state energy code. The following New York city amendments to
the New York state energy code are hereby adopted as set forth in sections 28-1001.2.1, 28-1001.2.2 and 28-1001.2.3.

§28-1001.2.1 New York city amendments to 19 NYCRR Part 1240.

1240.6 Exceptions.
(a) Historic buildings. The Energy Code shall not apply to the alteration or renovation of a historic building. 

§28-1001.2.2 New York city amendments to commercial and residential chapters of the New York state energy code.

§ 28-1001.2.3 New York city amendments to the 2016 edition of Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Res-
idential Buildings (“ASHRAE 90.1—2016”), as amended by 19 NYCRR section 1240.3. 
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§28-1001.3 Periodic update.

§28-1001.3.1 Periodic update. The commissioner shall submit to the city council proposed amendments that he or she deter-
mines should be made to this code to bring it up to date with or exceed the latest edition of the energy conservation construc-
tion code of New York state. The commissioner shall, at a minimum, submit such proposed amendments (i) following any
revision of the energy conservation construction code of New York state that establishes more stringent requirements than
those imposed by this code and (ii) no later than the end of the third year after the effective date of this section and every third
year thereafter. Prior to such submission, such proposed amendments shall be submitted to an advisory committee established
by the commissioner pursuant to section 28-1001.3.2 for review and comment.

§28-1001.3.2 New York city energy advisory committee. The commissioner shall establish a New York city energy conser-
vation code advisory committee to provide advice and recommendations regarding such code and revisions thereto. Such
committee shall include registered design professionals knowledgeable in energy efficiency, energy conservation, building
design and construction; environmental advocates with expertise in energy efficiency and conservation; construction and real
estate professionals; and representatives of appropriate labor organizations.

§28-1001.3.3 Stretch energy code. For proposed amendments to this code submitted by the commissioner to the city council
pursuant to section 28-1001.3.1, the commissioner, after receiving the advice and recommendations of the New York city
energy conservation code advisory committee established pursuant to section 28-1001.3.2, shall for such amendments due to
be submitted to the city council in 2019 and in 2022:

1. Submit to the city council proposed amendments to this code to bring this code up to date with the most recent model
stretch code published by the New York state energy research and development authority, provided that such model
stretch code is more stringent than the New York state energy code in effect when such proposed amendments are sub-
mitted and provided further that such model stretch code was first published no more than three years before such pro-
posed amendments are submitted;

2. If no such model stretch code exists at the time such proposed amendments are to be submitted, (i) submit to the city
council proposed amendments to this code to ensure that the predicted energy use of buildings designed and con-
structed in compliance with this code is, on average, expected to be no greater than 80 percent of the predicted energy
use of such buildings if such buildings were designed and constructed in minimum compliance with ASHRAE 90.1—
2013 or the New York state energy code, as such term was defined on December 1, 2017, and (ii) if the New York state
energy code in effect when such proposed amendments are submitted includes a prescriptive compliance path, include
in such proposed amendments a prescriptive compliance path to the extent that the commissioner determines such a
path to be practicable under applicable federal and state law and rules and such other concerns as such advisory com-
mittee determine to be relevant; or

3. If no such model stretch code exists and the commissioner determines that proposed amendments to this code to achieve
compliance with item 2 would render the design and construction of buildings impracticable or unduly burdensome, (i)
submit to the city council proposed amendments to ensure that the predicted energy use of buildings designed and con-
structed in compliance with this code is, to the greatest extent practicable, on average, less than the predicted energy use
of such buildings if such buildings were designed and constructed in minimum compliance with ASHRAE 90.1—2013
or the New York state energy code, as such term was defined on December 1, 2017, provided that, together with such pro-
posed amendments, the commissioner shall submit a report describing why proposed amendments to achieve compliance
with such item would render the design and construction of buildings impracticable or unduly burdensome and the esti-
mated percentage by which the average predicted energy use of buildings designed and constructed in compliance with
this code would be less than the average predicted energy use of such buildings if such buildings were designed and con-
structed in minimum compliance with ASHRAE 90.1—2013 or the New York state energy code, as such term was
defined on December 1, 2017, and (ii) if the New York state energy code in effect when such proposed amendments are
submitted includes a prescriptive compliance path, include in such proposed amendments a prescriptive compliance path
to the extent that the commissioner determines such a path to be practicable under applicable federal and state law and
rules and such other concerns as such advisory committee determine to be relevant.

§28-1001.3.4 Predicted energy use targets. For proposed amendments to this code submitted by the commissioner to the
city council pursuant to section 28-1001.3.1, the commissioner, after receiving the advice and recommendations of the New
York city energy conservation code advisory committee established pursuant to section 28-1001.3.2, shall for such amend-
ments due to be submitted to the city council in or after 2025 submit to the city council proposed amendments to this code to
establish predicted energy use targets for covered buildings in the city. In addition:

1. By no later than January 1 of the year before such amendments are due to be submitted to the city council, the commis-
sioner, after receiving the advice and recommendations of such advisory committee, shall prepare and electronically
submit to the mayor and the speaker of the council, and make publicly available online, a report recommending pre-
dicted energy use targets for covered buildings in the city. Such report shall include, at a minimum:

1.1. A metric for measuring the predicted energy use of covered buildings that can be used to meaningfully compare
such use with the predicted energy use of other similar buildings;
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1.2. For each type of covered building in the city, as such types correspond to the prototypes set forth in ASHRAE
90.1—2013, a predicted energy use target expressed in terms of such metric;

1.3. Results and analysis of energy modeling for a representative sample of each such type of covered building for
which a predicted energy use target is being recommended;

1.4. Examples of designs of such buildings that would satisfy such targets, provided that, if the New York state energy
code in effect at the time such report is compiled includes a prescriptive compliance path, such report shall include
recommendations for a prescriptive compliance path to achieve such targets if such advisory committee determines
such a path to be practicable under applicable federal and state law and rules and such other concerns as the com-
missioner determines to be relevant; 

1.5. An analysis of the impact that such targets would have on construction costs and other costs; 

1.6. Recommendations for accounting for predicted energy use based on the source of such energy, including but not
limited to, a method for accounting for sources that are qualified energy resources, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 45 of title 26 of the United States code in effect on January 1, 2017;

1.7. Recommendations for implementing such targets;

1.8. A description of why such targets would not render the design and construction of buildings impracticable or
unduly burdensome; and

1.9. If such targets differ from the predicted energy use targets recommended by such advisory committee, a list of the
predicted energy use targets recommended by advisory committee.

2. The predicted energy use targets recommended by the commissioner shall be as stringent as practicable, provided that: 

2.1. Except as provided in item 2.2, such recommended targets shall be such that the predicted energy use of buildings
that are designed and constructed in compliance with such targets is, on average, expected to be no greater than 70
percent of the predicted energy use of such buildings if such buildings were designed and constructed in compli-
ance with ASHRAE 90.1—2013 or the New York state energy code, as such term was defined on December 1,
2017;

2.2. If the commissioner determines that the predicted energy use targets necessary to achieve compliance with item 2.1
would render the design and construction of buildings impracticable or unduly burdensome, (i) such recommended
targets shall minimize, to the greatest extent such advisory committee determines to be practicable, the average pre-
dicted energy use of buildings designed and constructed in compliance with such recommended targets and (ii) the
report required pursuant to item 1 shall, in addition to the requirements of such item, describe why the predicted
energy use targets necessary to achieve compliance with item 2.1 would render the design and construction of build-
ings impracticable and unduly burdensome and the estimated percentage by which the average predicted energy use
of buildings designed and constructed in compliance with such recommended targets would be less than the average
predicted energy use of such buildings if such buildings were designed and constructed in minimum compliance with
ASHRAE 90.1—2013 or the New York state energy code, as such term was defined on December 1, 2017; and

2.3. Such recommended target for any type of building shall not be more stringent than the targets set forth in clause
(B) of subparagraph (i) of the definition of low energy intensity target in paragraph 1 of subdivision l of section
224.1 of the New York city charter.
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CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

The New York City Energy Conservation Code (“NYCECC”)
is comprised of the New York State Energy Conservation
Construction Code with amendments as enacted into law by
the city. Reflecting these amendments to the New York State
Energy Conservation Construction Code, the NYCECC is
divided into provisions relevant to commercial buildings and
provisions relevant to residential buildings as follows:

1. The provisions of the NYCECC for commercial build-
ings are reflected in the state publications incorporated
by reference in 19 NYCRR Sections 1240.3 and 1240.4,
as amended by Sections 28-1001.2.1, 28-1001.2.2 and
28-1001.2.3 of the Administrative Code. Such state pub-
lications include (i) Chapters 1 [CE], 2 [CE], 3 [CE], 4
[CE], 5 [CE] and 6 [CE] of the publication entitled the
2020 Energy Conservation Construction Code of New
York State (“ECCCNYS”); (ii) the October 2016 edition
of Energy Standard for Buildings Except Low-Rise Res-
idential Buildings (“ASHRAE 90.1-2016”), as amended
by 19 NYCRR Section 1240.3; and (iii) reference stan-
dards incorporated by reference in subdivision (c) of 19
NYCRR Section 1240.4.

2. The provisions of the NYCECC for residential build-
ings are reflected in the state publications incorporated
by reference in 19 NYCRR Section 1240.5, as amended
by Sections 28-1001.2.1, 28-1001.2.2 and 28-1001.2.3
of the Administrative Code. Such state publications
include (i) Chapters 1 [RE], 2 [RE], 3 [RE], 4 [RE], 5
[RE] and 6 [RE] of the publication entitled the 2020
Energy Conservation Construction Code of New York
State (“ECCCNYS”); and (ii) the referenced standards
incorporated by reference in subdivision (b) of 19
NYCRR Section 1240.5.

SECTION ECC 101
SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

101.1 General. These provisions shall be known and cited as
the “New York City Energy Conservation Code,” “NYCECC”
or “ECC,” and are referred to herein as “this code.” All sec-
tion numbers in this code shall be deemed to be preceded by
the designation “ECC.” Administration and enforcement of
this code shall be in accordance with Title 28 of the Adminis-
trative Code.

101.1.1 Titles. The publication entitled 2020 Energy Con-
servation Construction Code of New York State shall be
known as the “ECCCNYS.”

The 2016 edition of the Energy Standard for Buildings
Except Low-Rise Residential Buildings shall be known as
“ASHRAE 90.1-2016.” All references in this code to
ASHRAE 90.1-2016 shall be deemed to be references to
ASHRAE 90.1-2016 (AS AMENDED).

The New York State Energy Conservation Construction
Code, as contained in Part 1240 of Title 19 of the New
York Codes, Rules and Regulations, along with the New
York City amendments to such New York State Energy
Conservation Construction Code shall be known collec-
tively as the “New York City Energy Conservation Code.”

101.2 Scope. This code applies to commercial buildings and
residential buildings, as defined in Chapter C2 and Chapter
R2 of this code, and the buildings’ sites, associated systems
and equipment.

101.2.1 References. Where reference is made within this
code to the Building Code of New York State, Existing
Building Code of New York State, Fire Code of New York
State, Fuel Gas Code of New York State, Mechanical Code
of New York State, Plumbing Code of New York State,
Property Maintenance Code of New York State or Resi-
dential Code of New York State, the reference shall be
deemed to be to the analogous provision of the New York
City Construction Codes (Title 28 of the Administrative
Code), the 1968 Building Code (Chapter 1 of Title 27 of
the Administrative Code), the New York City Fire Code
(Title 29 of the Administrative Code) or the New York City
Electrical Code (Chapter 3 of Title 27 of the Administra-
tive Code).

101.2.2 Occupancy classifications. For determination of
occupancy classification and use within this code, a com-
parable occupancy classification shall be made to the New
York City Building Code.

101.2.3 Reconciliation with New York State Energy
Conservation Construction Code. Whenever any provi-
sion of the New York State Energy Conservation Con-
struction Code provides for a more stringent requirement
than imposed by this code, the more stringent requirement
shall govern.

101.2.4 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not
be deemed to nullify any federal, state or local law, rule or
regulation relating to any matter as to which this code does
not provide.

101.2.5 Exceptions. This code shall not apply to the alter-
ations of existing buildings set forth in items 1 through 8,
provided that the alteration will not increase the energy
usage of the building:

1. Storm windows installed over existing fenestration.

2. Glass-only replacements in an existing sash and
frame, provided that the U-factor and the solar heat
gain coefficient (SHGC) shall be equal to or lower
than before the glass replacement.

3. Alterations, renovations or repairs to roof/ceiling,
wall or floor cavities, including spaces between fur-
ring strips, provided that such cavities are insulated
to the full existing cavity depth with insulation hav-
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ing a minimum nominal value of R-3.0/inch (R-2.0/
cm).

4. Alterations, renovations or repairs to walls and
floors in cases where the existing structure is with-
out framing cavities and no new framing cavities are
created.

5. Reroofing where neither the sheathing nor the insu-
lation is exposed. Roofs without insulation in the
cavity and where the sheathing or insulation is
exposed during reroofing shall be insulated either
above or below the sheathing.

6. Replacement of existing doors that separate condi-
tioned space from the exterior shall not require the
installation of a vestibule or revolving door, pro-
vided, however, that an existing vestibule that sepa-
rates a conditioned space from the exterior shall not
be removed.

7. An alteration that replaces less than 20 percent of
the luminaires in a space in residential building or
less than 10 percent of the luminaires in a space in a
commercial building, provided that such alteration
does not increase the installed interior lighting
power.

8. An alteration that replaces only the bulb and ballast
within the existing luminaires in a space, provided
that such alteration does not increase the installed
interior lighting power.

101.3 Intent. This code shall regulate the design and con-
struction of buildings for the use and conservation of energy
over the life of each building. This code is intended to pro-
vide flexibility to permit the use of innovative approaches
and techniques to achieve this objective. This code is not
intended to abridge safety, health or environmental require-
ments contained in other applicable codes or ordinances. To
the fullest extent feasible, use of modern technical methods,
devices and improvements that tend to minimize consump-
tion of energy without abridging reasonable requirements for
the safety, health and security of the occupants or users of
buildings shall be permitted. As far as may be practicable, the
improvement of energy conservation construction practices,
methods, equipment, materials and techniques shall be
encouraged.

Nothing in this section or in any other provision in this
code shall be construed to permit the commissioner to
approve an application to waive, vary, modify or otherwise
alter any provision of this code if such alteration would make
such provision less restrictive than a standard or requirement
of the New York State Energy Conservation Construction
Code, unless the applicant has obtained approval for such
alteration pursuant to Section 11-106 of the New York State
Energy Law.

101.4 Applicability. The provisions of this code shall apply
to the construction of buildings. Where, in any specific case,
different sections of this code specify different materials,
methods of construction or other requirements, the most
restrictive shall govern. Where there is a conflict between a

general requirement and a specific requirement, the specific
requirement shall govern.

101.4.1 Mixed occupancy. Where a building includes both
commercial and residential occupancies, each occupancy
shall be separately considered and shall meet the applicable
provisions of Chapters C2, C3, C4 and C5 for commercial,
and Chapters R2, R3, R4, and R5 for residential. 

101.5 Compliance. Commercial buildings shall comply with
the provisions of this code applicable to commercial build-
ings. Residential buildings shall comply with the provisions
of this code applicable to residential buildings.

101.5.1 Compliance software. Compliance with the pro-
visions of this code can be demonstrated through the use
of computer software deemed acceptable by the New York
State Secretary of State and the commissioner.

101.5.1.1 Mandatory provisions. The use of the soft-
ware approach to demonstrate compliance with the
commercial provisions, residential provisions, or
Appendix CA of this code is not a defense for the fail-
ure to comply with any mandatory provision of this
code. When using the software approach to demon-
strate compliance with the provisions of this code,
compliance with all applicable mandatory provisions of
this code is required.

101.5.2 Demonstration of compliance. For a building
project application or applications required to be submit-
ted to the department, the following documentation, as fur-
ther described in the rules of the department, shall be
required in order to demonstrate compliance with this
code:

101.5.2.1 Professional statement. Any registered
design professional or lead energy professional filing
an application or applications for a new building or
alteration project shall provide on a signed and sealed
drawing a statement of compliance or exemption in
accordance with the rules of the department.

101.5.2.2 Energy analysis. For any application that is
not exempt from this code and for which a work permit
is required in accordance with Section 28-105 of the
Administrative Code, an energy analysis shall be pro-
vided on a sheet or sheets within the construction draw-
ing set. The energy analysis shall identify the
compliance path followed, demonstrate how the design
complies with this code and be in a format as pre-
scribed in the rules of the department. The energy anal-
ysis shall meet the requirements of this code for the
entire project. Projects that utilize trade-offs among dis-
ciplines shall use DOE2-based energy modeling pro-
grams or other energy-modeling programs as
prescribed in the rules of the department and shall be
signed and sealed by a lead energy professional. 

101.5.2.3 Supporting documentation. For any applica-
tion that is not exempt from this code and for which a
work permit is required in accordance with Section 28-
105 of the Administrative Code, supporting documenta-
tion shall be required in the approved construction draw-
ings. See Section ECC 103 for further requirements.
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101.6 Statutory Limitations. In the event of an addition to
or alteration of an existing building or building system in an
existing building, nothing in this code shall be interpreted to
require any unaltered portion of such existing building or
building system to comply with this code.

101.7 Historic Buildings. Historic Buildings, as defined in
this code, are exempt from the requirements of this code.

SECTION ECC 102
ALTERNATE MATERIALS, METHOD

OF CONSTRUCTION, DESIGN
OR INSULATING SYSTEMS

102.1 General. This code is not intended to prevent the use
of any material, method of construction, design or insulating
system not specifically prescribed herein, provided that such
material, method of construction, design or insulating system
has been approved by the commissioner as (1) meeting the
intent of this code, (2) achieving energy savings that are
equivalent to or greater than would be achieved using pre-
scribed materials, methods of construction, designs or insu-
lating systems, and (3) meeting the requirements of Article
113 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code and
the remaining New York City Construction Codes. 

Nothing in this section shall be construed to permit the
commissioner to approve an application that would waive,
vary, modify, or otherwise alter any provision, standard, or
requirement of this code if such alteration would make such
provision less restrictive than a standard or requirement of the
Energy Conservation Construction Code of New York State
unless the applicant has obtained approval for such alteration
pursuant to Section 11-106 of the New York State Energy
Law.

SECTION ECC 103
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

103.1 General. Construction documents shall be prepared in
accordance with the provisions of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the
Administrative Code, the New York City Construction Codes,
including this code, and the rules of the department.

103.2 Supporting documentation on construction docu-
ments. Supporting documentation shall include those con-
struction documents that demonstrate compliance with this
code.

103.2.1 Intent. Supporting documentation shall accom-
plish the following:

1. Demonstrate conformance of approved drawings to
the energy analysis for every element and value of
the energy analysis;

2. Demonstrate conformance of approved drawings to
other mandatory requirements of this code, includ-
ing, but not limited to, sealing against air leakage
from the building envelope and from ductwork as
applicable, insulation of ducts and piping as applica-
ble, mechanical and lighting controls with devices
shown and operational narratives for each, and addi-
tional requirements as set forth in this section;

3. Identify required progress inspections in accordance
with the scope of work, this code, the Administrative
Code, the New York City Building Code and the
rules of the department; and

4. Comply with other requirements as may be set forth
in the rules of the department.

103.2.2 Detailed requirements. Construction documents
shall be drawn to scale upon suitable material. Electronic
media documents are permitted to be submitted in accor-
dance with department procedures. Construction docu-
ments for a project shall be fully coordinated and of
sufficient clarity to indicate the location, nature and extent
of the work proposed, and show in sufficient detail perti-
nent data and features of the building, building systems
and equipment as herein governed. Details shall include,
but are not limited to, as applicable, insulation materials
and their R-values; fenestration U-factors and SHGCs;
area-weighted U-factor and SHGC calculations; mechani-
cal system design criteria; mechanical and service water
heating system and equipment, types, sizes and efficien-
cies; economizer description; equipment and systems con-
trols; fan motor horsepower and controls; duct sealing,
duct and pipe insulation and location; lighting fixture
schedule with wattages and control narrative; location of
daylight zone on floor plans (as applicable), and air seal-
ing details. The building’s thermal envelope shall be rep-
resented on the construction documents.

103.3 Examination of documents. In accordance with Arti-
cle 104 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code,
the department shall examine or cause to be examined the
accompanying construction documents and shall ascertain by
such examinations whether the construction indicated and
described is in accordance with the requirements of this code
and other pertinent laws, rules and regulations.

103.4 Changes during construction. For changes during
construction refer to Section 28-104.3 of the Administrative
Code.

SECTION ECC 104
INSPECTIONS

104.1 General. Except as otherwise specifically provided,
inspections required by this code or by the department during
the progress of work may be performed on behalf of the
owner by an approved agency. All inspections shall be per-
formed at the sole cost and expense of the owner. Refer to
Article 116 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative
Code for additional provisions relating to inspections. In
addition to any inspections otherwise required by this code or
the rules of the department, the following inspections shall be
required:

1. Progress inspections. Progress inspections shall be per-
formed in accordance with the rules of the department.

2. Final inspection. Refer to Article 116 of Chapter 1 of
Title 28 of the Administrative Code and the rules of the
department.

3. Issuance of Certificate of Compliance. Refer to Section
28-116.4.1 of the Administrative Code.
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The requirements of this Section shall not prohibit the
operation of any heating equipment or appliances installed to
replace existing heating equipment or appliances serving an
occupied portion of a structure provided that a request for
inspection of such heating equipment or appliances has been
filed with the department not more than 48 hours after such
replacement work is completed, and before any portion of
such equipment or appliances is concealed by any permanent
portion of the structure.

104.1.1 Approved agencies. Refer to Article 114 of
Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the Administrative Code and the
rules of the department.

104.1.2 Inspection of prefabricated construction
assemblies. Prior to the issuance of a work permit for a
prefabricated construction assembly having concealed
mechanical work, the department shall require the submit-
tal of an evaluation report by the manufacturer or
approved agency on each prefabricated construction
assembly, indicating the complete details of the mechani-
cal system, including a description of the system and its
components, the basis upon which the system is being
evaluated for energy use, test results and similar informa-
tion, and other data as necessary for the commissioner to
determine conformance to this code.

104.1.2.1 Test and inspection records. Required test
and inspection records shall be made available to the
commissioner at all times during the fabrication of the
mechanical system and the erection of the building; or
such records as the commissioner designates shall be
filed.

104.2 Testing. Envelope, heating, ventilating, air condition-
ing, service water heating, lighting and electrical systems
shall be tested as required in this code and in accordance with
Sections 104.2.1 through 104.2.3. Except as otherwise
required in this code or in the rules of the department, tests
shall be made by the permit holder and witnessed by an
approved agency.

104.2.1 New, altered, extended, renovated or repaired
systems. New envelope, heating, ventilating, air condi-
tioning, service water heating, lighting and electrical
installations or systems, and parts of existing systems that
have been altered, extended, renovated or repaired, shall
be tested as prescribed herein or in the rules of the depart-
ment to disclose leaks and defects.

104.2.2 Apparatus, instruments, material and labor for
tests. Apparatus, instruments, material and labor required
for testing an envelope, heating, ventilating, air condition-
ing, service water heating, lighting or electrical installation
or system, or part thereof, shall be furnished by the permit
holder. 

104.2.3 Reinspection and testing. Where any work or
installation does not pass an initial test or inspection, the
necessary corrections shall be made so as to achieve com-
pliance with the New York City Construction Codes,
including this code. The work or installation shall then be
reinspected or retested by the approved agency.

104.3 Sign-off of completed work. In addition to the
requirements of Article 116 of Chapter 1 of Title 28 of the
Administrative Code, Section 103.4 of this code and other
requirements for sign-off, the project team shall either certify
that construction does not differ from the last approved
energy analysis or provide a whole-project as-built energy
analysis and supporting documents, signed and sealed, for
approval prior to sign-off. The as-built energy analysis and
supporting documents shall reflect the materials, equipment
and values actually used in the construction of the project,
and shall demonstrate compliance of the constructed project
with this code. Such signed and sealed documents may be
accepted with less than full examination by the department
based on the professional certification of the registered
design professional.

104.4 Temporary connection. The commissioner shall have
the authority to allow the temporary connection of an installa-
tion to the sources of energy for the purpose of testing the
installation or for use under a temporary certificate of occu-
pancy.

SECTION ECC 105
REFERENCED STANDARDS

105.1 Referenced standards. The standards referenced in
Chapters C2, C3, C4, and C5 of this code shall be those that
are listed in Chapter C6 of this code, and in the rules of the
department and such standards shall be considered part of the
requirements of the commercial provisions of this code to the
prescribed extent of each such reference. The standards refer-
enced in Chapters R2, R3, R4, and R5, of this code shall be
those that are listed in Chapter R6 of this code, and in the
rules of the department and such standards shall be consid-
ered part of the requirements of the residential provisions of
this code to the prescribed extent of each such reference. The
standards referenced in Appendix CA of this code shall be
those that are listed in Section 12 of Appendix CA of this
code, and in the rules of the department and such standards
shall be considered part of the requirements of the commer-
cial provisions of this code to the prescribed extent of each
such reference. Where differences occur between provisions
of this code and the referenced standards, the provisions of
this code shall apply. Refer to Article 103 of Chapter 1 of
Title 28 of the Administrative Code for additional provisions
relating to referenced standards. 
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