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SYNOPSIS

Act I 
At a party she is hosting, Violetta Valéry is introduced to young Alfredo Germont. Though Violetta 
suddenly feels weak, she assures her guests that she is fine.

Alfredo, left alone with Violetta, confesses that he has loved her from afar for a year. Though she ini-
tially dismisses him, Violetta is touched by his sincerity. After Alfredo and the other party guests leave, 
Violetta reflects on her tender feelings for him and on what life would be like if she ceded to his love. 
But she abruptly shrugs off her fantasies and rededicates her life to the pursuit of pleasure.

Act II 
For three months, Violetta and Alfredo have been happily living together in the country. But when 
Alfredo learns that Violetta has been selling her possessions in order to pay their expenses, he leaves 
for Paris to make other financial arrangements. Alfredo’s father unexpectedly visits, demanding that 
Violetta release his son from their illicit relationship so that his daughter’s impending marriage will 
not be threatened. Violetta struggles with the elder Germont, but finally promises to renounce Alfredo 
forever. She writes him a letter ending the relationship, but before she can depart, Alfredo returns. He 
is confused by her agitated state, but after Violetta leaves, he reads her letter. Germont returns and 
tries to comfort his son, but Alfredo decides to avenge himself.

At a soiree given by Violetta’s friend Flora Bervoix, the guests are surprised by Alfredo’s arrival. 
Though Violetta soon appears with Baron Douphol, her new paramour, Alfredo plays cards with the 
gentlemen, pretending not to notice Violetta, who is worried by his belligerent behavior. Fearing for his 
safety, Violetta begs Alfredo to leave, but he demands that she leave with him. When Violetta refuses, 
Alfredo summons the other revelers and publicly humiliates Violetta. Germont arrives in time to revile 
his son, the Baron challenges Alfredo to a duel, and the guests express their sympathy for Violetta.

Act III 
Violetta is now gravely ill, and Dr. Grenvil confides to Annina, the maid, that Violetta will not live much 
longer. Violetta rereads a letter from Germont, who writes that Alfredo fled after wounding the Baron 
in the duel, but that he now knows of Violetta’s sacrifice and is hurrying to her side. Alfredo arrives, 
begging Violetta’s forgiveness. The lovers dream of resuming their idyllic life together. But it is too late, 
and Violetta dies with Alfredo at her side.
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Steven White (conductor) 
Praised by Opera News as a conductor who 
“squeezes every drop of excitement and pathos 
from the score,” Steven White is one of North 
America’s premiere conductors of both operatic 
and symphonic repertoire. Having made 
his acclaimed Metropolitan Opera debut in 
2010 conducting performances of Verdi’s La 
traviata starring Angela Gheorghiu, Thomas 
Hampson, and James Valenti, Maestro White 
will return again in April of 2012 for additional 
performances. At the famed opera house, 
he has been involved in the productions of 
La sonnambula, starring Natalie Dessay and 
Juan Diego Florez; Iphigénie en Tauride, 
starring Placido Domingo and Susan Graham; 
and the Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions Grand Finals Concert, among other 
works. Additional engagements this season 
include performances of La traviata with Lyric 
Opera Baltimore and the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra, as well The Enchanted Island and 
Billy Budd for the Metropolitan Opera. Next 
season he will return once again to Baltimore 
to conduct La bohème and will continue 
his Wagnerian work leading performances 
of Der fliegende Holländer. Recent notable 
engagements include the Strauss Four Last 
Songs with Dame Kiri Te Kanawa and the Naples 
Philharmonic, internationally televised concerts 
with Rolando Villazon and the Greek National 
Radio Symphony Orchestra at the United Nations 
and Alice Tully Hall; Don Giovanni, Carmen, and 
La bohème at New York City Opera; Lucia di 
Lammermoor at L’Opera de Montréal; Lucia di 
Lammermoor, La fille du regiment, and I puritani 
with Vancouver Opera; La traviata at Opera 
Colorado; L’elisir d’amore with Pittsburgh Opera; 
Die Entführung aus dem Serail at Michigan 
Opera Theater; Roméo et Juliette, I puritani, 
La sonnambula, and L’assedio di Corinto with 
Baltimore Opera; the Festival Finale Concert 
at Spoleto Festival USA; an all-Wagner concert 
with the Alabama Symphony Orchestra and 
Opera Birmingham; and a concert with Angela 
Gheorghiu and the Canadian Opera Company 
orchestra at Roy Thomson Hall in Toronto.

Jonathan Miller (production) 
Birthplace: London, England. This season at 
City Opera: The Elixir of Love. City Opera debut: 
Der Rosenkavalier (1996). Career highlights: 
productions for opera companies throughout the 

world, including La Scala, Metropolitan Opera, 
Vienna Staatsoper, and Royal Opera House; 
numerous productions for English National 
Opera since his 1978 debut with Le nozze di 
Figaro; recent New York productions include St. 
Matthew Passion at BAM and Le nozze di Figaro 
at Metropolitan Opera (PBS telecast); theater 
productions in London, Europe, and US; artistic 
director of the Old Vic (1988—90); co-authored 
and appeared in Beyond the Fringe in London 
and New York; author of The Body in Question 
and States of Mind; and fellow of American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Elena Araoz (stage director and choreographer).
Elena Araoz is a Latin-American stage director 
of opera and spoken theater. Attracted to epic 
stories, her productions are known for huge 
dance-like theatrics and acutely naturalistic 
acting. During the 2010—11 season, Araoz 
served as choreographer and associate director 
for Jonathan Miller’s La traviata at Vancouver 
Opera. Her acclaimed operetta War Music, which 
she adapted with composer Paul Philips from 
Christopher Logue’s retelling of the Iliad, uses 
six performers to stage scenes from the Trojan 
War. War Music, commissioned by performance 
ensemble Aurea for the FirstWorks Prov Festival, 
was also presented by the New York Institute for 
the Humanities, Chicago Humanities Festival, 
the Chorus of Westerly, and toured New England. 
Other commissions for adaptations: Faust for 
Aurea and a tango music-theater piece for the 
Chekhov Theatre Ensemble in New York. She is 
co-developing a dance-like and shadow puppet 
adult version of Hansel and Gretel. Araoz has 
stage directed for the Brooklyn Philharmonic, 
including Falstaff with Sir Thomas Allen at BAM, 
choreographed the Latin Lovers concert by 
Steven Blier at Glimmerglass Opera, and staged 
concerts for Opera New Jersey and the Martina 
Arroyo Foundation. Araoz has directed theater 
off-Broadway, regionally, and internationally, 
including the first English-language play 
commercially produced in Beijing. She will 
direct A Midsummer Night’s Dream for Prague 
Shakespeare Festival in the Czech Republic. The 
New York Times has praised her productions 
as “striking,” “primal,” and “wild,” and The 
Boston Globe as “riveting” and “dreamy.” As her 
productions are critically acclaimed for superb 
acting, Araoz regularly teaches acting to singers 
at universities and young artist programs. She 
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has worked extensively with Jonathan Miller, as 
assistant and associate director for his operas at 
Seattle Opera, Lincoln Center’s Mostly Mozart 
Festival, Glimmerglass Opera, and his Broadway 
production of King Lear. She received the Dr. 
David Farrar Assistant Stage Director Grant and 
she holds her MFA from the University of Texas 
at Austin. www.elenaaraoz.com

Isabella Bywater (set and costume designer)
Birthplace: London, England. City Opera debut: 
The Elixir of Love (2006). Career highlights: 
opera credits include Nabucco, Die Entführung 
aus dem Serail, and La Clemenza di Tito for 
Opernhaus, Zurich; I Puritani for Bayericshe 
Staatsoper, Munich; Ermione for Santa Fe and 
Onegin for Santa Fe and Seattle; Don Pasquale 
for Maggio Musicale, Florence, Royal Opera 
House, London, and Teatro Real, Madrid; Falstaff 
and Rosenkavalier for New National Theatre, 
Tokyo; and Fidelio for Musikhuset, Arhuus, 
Jenufa, and La traviata for Glimmerglass. 
She has also designed The Turn of the Screw, 
The Flying Dutchman, Il Trittico, La Duenna, 
Snegourochka, King Arthur, Madama Butterfly, 
Cavelleria Rusticana, Pagliacci, Figaro, L’incontro 
Improviso, La Finta Giardiniera, Ezio, The 
Makropulos Case, and The Masked Ball. Theater 
credits include Titus Andronicus for RSC; A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Tempest, 
Twelfth Night, and The Wind in the Willows, A 
Doll’s House, All My Sons, School for Wives, 
and costumes for Jack and the Beanstalk at 
Salisbury Playhouse; Of Mice and Men for 
Nottingham Playhouse; Hedda Gabler for 
Chichester; and The Cherry Orchard for Sheffield 
Crucible Theatre. Recent engagements: A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream directed Claudia Solti 
for the Mariinsky in St. Petersburg.

Robert Wierzel (lighting designer) 
Birthplace: New York, NY. This season at City 
Opera: Monodramas. City Opera debut: Mother 
of Three Sons (1991). Career highlights: L’Etoile, 
Turn of the Screw, Paul Bunyan, Tosca, Madama 
Butterfly, and Dialogues of the Carmelites 
among others at City Opera; and over 30 
productions at Glimmerglass. Recent notable 
productions: The Grapes of Wrath at Minnesota 
Opera and Of Mice and Men at Westport 
Country Playhouse. Many collaborations with 
the choreographer/director Bill T. Jones and 
the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company; 

productions at Seattle Opera, Minnesota Opera, 
Opéra National de Paris, Boston Lyric, Canadian 
Opera, Vancouver Opera, and Tokyo Opera. 
Broadway: FELA! at Eugene O’Neill Theater, 
productions at numerous off-Broadway theaters, 
and major regional theater companies throughout 
the country.

Laquita Mitchell (soprano, Violetta)  
Birthplace: New York, NY. City Opera debut: 
Michaela in Carmen. Career highlights: Bess 
in Porgy and Bess at the San Francisco Opera; 
Musetta in La Bohème at the Los Angeles Opera; 
Micaëla in Carmen with New York City Opera; 
Donna Anna in Don Giovanni at the Portland 
Opera; Clara in Porgy and Bess with Los Angeles 
Opera, Washington National Opera, Opéra 
Comique in Paris, and Lyric Opera of Chicago; 
Vivaldi’s Gloria and Mozart’s Solemn Vespers 
at Carnegie Hall; Sharon in Terrance McNally’s 
Master Class at the Kennedy Center; Mimi in 
La bohème at Utah Symphony and Opera; and 
Bess in Porgy and Bess at the Atlanta Opera. 
She will perform Leonora in Il trovatore at Bob 
Jones University, as well as a spring concert with 
Symphony Orchestra Augusta and as a soloist in 
the Robert Russell Bennett arrangement of Porgy 
and Bess with the Madison Symphony.

Karin Mushegain (mezzo-soprano, Flora Bervoix)
Birthplace: Pasadena, CA. Career highlights: 
Hansel in Hansel and Gretel at Virginia Opera, 
Flight at Austin Lyric Opera, Rosina in Il 
Barbiere di Siviglia at Ash Lawn Opera Festival, 
Alessandro in Tolomeo at Glimmerglass Opera, 
the title role in El gato con botas at Gotham 
Chamber Opera, Dorabella in Così fan tutte at 
Opera Memphis, and Angelina in La Cenerentola 
at Opera Idaho. Upcoming: Stephano in Roméo 
et Juliette at Annapolis Opera. Graduate of 
Northwestern University (bachelor of music) and 
UCLA (master of music).

David Pomeroy (tenor, Alfredo) 
Birthplace: Newfoundland, Canada. Pomeroy 
is a regular presence with the Canadian Opera 
Company, where he began as a member of the 
company’s ensemble. He has also appeared with 
the Vancouver Opera, Michigan Opera Theater, 
and the Opera Theater of St. Louis. He made 
his European operatic debut in 2008 in Scottish 
Opera’s production of Smetana’s The Two 
Widows. In the autumn of 2009, Pomeroy made 
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his Metropolitan Opera debut in the title role of 
Offenbach’s Les Contes d’Hoffmann. He returned 
to the Canadian Opera Company as Pinkerton 
in Madama Butterfly. In February 2010 he 
sang his first performances of Cavaradossi in 
Tosca for L’Opera de Montréal and Don José 
in Carmen for Manitoba Opera, and in July 
2010 he made his German operatic debut in 
Carmen at the Stuttgart Opera. Pomeroy has 
been a soloist with the Toronto Symphony, CBC 
Radio/TV, Toronto’s Opera in Concert, Opera 
Ontario, Toronto Operetta Theatre, Toronto’s 
Aldeburgh Connection, the Toronto Mendelssohn 
Choir, Vancouver and Victoria Symphonies, the 
Newfoundland Symphony, Chorus Niagara, 
Orpheus Choir, Amadeus Choir, Saskatoon 
Symphony, Mississauga Choral Society, and 
the National Arts Centre Orchestra. In the 
2010—11 season, Pomeroy appeared at the 
Opera Company of Philadelphia in the role of 
Don José in Carmen. After La traviata with New 
York City Opera, he will appear in the role of Erik 
in Wagner’s Der Fliegende (Hollander Opera Lyra 
Ottawa) and at the Canadian Opera Company as 
Hoffmann in Les Contes D’Hoffmann.

Stephen Powell (baritone, Giorgio Germont)
Birthplace: West Chester, PA. City Opera debut: 
Mathis in Mathis der Maler (1995). Career 
highlights: Zurga in Les pêcheurs de perles; 
Ulysses in The Return of Ulysses, Germont in 
La traviata, Ford in Falstaff, and Enrico in Lucia 
di Lammermoor at City Opera; Ping in Turandot 
and Schelkalov in Boris Godunov at Metropolitan 
Opera; Onegin in Eugene Onegin with Opera 
Festival of New Jersey; Marcello in La bohème 
with Lyric Opera of Chicago; Valentin in Faust 
with Opera Company of Philadelphia; Guglielmo 
in Così fan tutte in Rio; Figaro in Il barbiere di 
Siviglia at Opéra de Quebec; Malatesta in Don 
Pasquale at L’Opera de Montreal; Sweeney 
in Sweeney Todd with Arizona and Cleveland 
Opera; Sharpless in Madama Butterfly at San 
Francisco Opera; Germont in La traviata and 
Sharpless in Madama Butterfly at Los Angeles 
Opera; and Miller in Luisa Miller at Cincinnati 
May Festival.

Jeffrey Halili (tenor, Gaston de Letorieres) 
Birthplace: Canada. City Opera debut: Bardolfo 
in Falstaff (2007). Career highlights: Pedrillo in 
Die Entführung aus dem Serail with Minnesota 
Opera and Hawaii Opera Theater; Goro in 

Madama Butterfly with Virginia Opera, Florida 
Grand Opera, San Antonio Opera, and St. Barth’s 
Music Festival; Ajax II in La Belle Hélène with 
Santa Fe Opera; Harry in La fanciulla del West 
with Florida Grand Opera; Nick in Fanciulla at 
St. Barth’s Music Festival; Pong in Turandot 
with Michigan Opera Theater and Opera Tampa; 
Normanno in Lucia di Lammermoor with New 
Orleans Opera; Nerone in Agrippina and Gastone 
in La traviata with Virginia Opera; and David in 
Die Meistersinger, in concert with Philadelphia 
Orchestra. Featured in Opera News’ “Sound 
Bytes.”

Krassen Karagiozov (baritone, Marquis d’Obigny)
Birthplace: Stara Zagora, Bulgaria. Career 
highlights: the title role in Eugene Onegin, Sgt. 
Belcore in The Elixir of Love, Guglielmo in Così 
fan tutte, Marcello in La bohème, Figaro in 
Barbiere di Siviglia, Angelotti in Tosca, Vronsky 
in Anna Karenina, Count Almaviva in Le Nozze 
di Figaro, Dandini in La Cenerentola, Lescaut 
in Manon, and Escamillo in Carmen at Opera 
San Jose. Other credits: the title role in Gianni 
Schicchi at Hawaii Performing Arts Festival, as 
well as performances with Opera Carolina, Opera 
San José, Lake George Opera Festival, Spoleto 
Opera Festival, Aspen Opera Theater, the Opera 
Company of North Carolina, Opera Roanoke, 
Piedmont Opera Theater, and Capital Opera 
Raleigh. North Carolina district winner of the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions 
and first prize winner of the Charlotte Opera 
Guild Competition, as well as a finalist of the 
Irene Dalis Vocal Competition and Heinz Rehfuss 
Vocal Competition. Upcoming: Silvio in I Pagliacci 
for Opera San Jose.

Kenneth Overton (baritone, Doctor Grenvil)
Overton began the 2011 season as Porgy 
in a new production of Porgy and Bess with 
Lexington Opera Society and the University of 
Kentucky, and recently returned to San Francisco 
Opera as Sid in La Fanciulla del West, starring 
Deborah Voigt, and to Opera Carolina as Porgy. 
In 2010, Overton made his debut with the 
Sarasota Orchestra, with return engagements 
to Opera Memphis as Sharpless in Madama 
Butterfly and Sacramento Opera as Germont 
in La traviata after making his debut in 2006 
as Ping in Turandot. After a successful debut at 
Deutsche Oper Berlin as Porgy, Overton started 
off the 2009 season as Porgy with Opera Theatre 
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of Pittsburgh, followed by concert appearances 
in the same role with the Lithuanian State 
Symphony Orchestra, Richmond Symphony 
Orchestra, and Paducah Symphony Orchestra. 
Other engagements of Porgy include a tour of 
the UK where he sang the role at the Dublin 
Opera, Belfast Opera, and Cardiff. In 2009 
he made his New York City Opera debut in 
a concert performance of Troubled Island by 
William Grant Still and his San Francisco Opera 
debut as Lawyer Frazier in Porgy and Bess. 
Recent engagements include the soloist in 
Handel’s Messiah with the Norwalk Symphony 
and Phoenix Symphony and Verdi’s Requiem 
at Montclair State University and the Cathedral 
Basilica (NJ). Overton also made his Pensacola 
Opera debut this season in the world premiere 
of David Ott’s The Widow’s Lantern and as 
Joe in Showboat. Other recent engagements: 
performances with Nashville Opera, Connecticut 
Opera, Chattanooga Symphony and Opera, 
Kentucky Symphony Orchestra, Duluth Superior 
Symphony, and San Antonio Symphony, among 
others. He made his Broadway debut in Baz 
Luhrman’s La bohème. Later this season, 
he reprises the role of Porgy for the 75th 
Anniversary Tour to Montreal. Overton is a 
winner of the Leontyne Price Competition, the 
Leiderkranz Competition, and the Rosa Ponselle 
Foundation Competition. In 2011 he returned 
to New York City Opera in a concert production 
of Scott Joplin’s Treemonisha and released his 
debut CD, Negro Spirituals and Afro-American 
Art Songs, for Albany Records, produced by 
Everett McCorvey. In addition, he is a member 
of the American Spiritual Ensemble and serves 
as the co-founder and artistic director of Opera 
Noire of New York.

John Maynard (baritone, Baron Douphol)
Birthplace: San Francisco Bay Area, CA. A 
recent graduate of the Merola Opera Program 
and recipient of the Richard F. Gold career grant 
from the Shoshana Foundation, Maynard was a 
finalist in the Boston district of the Metropolitan 
Opera National Council Auditions in 2009. 
He performed staples of the comic repertoire 
including Leporello in Mozart’s Don Giovanni and 
Bartolo in Rossini’s Il Barbiere di Siviglia. Villains 
in his repertoire include Zuniga in Carmen and 
Geronte di Ravoir in Manon Lescaut, among 
others. Now, as a baritone, he looks forward to 
developing his repertoire of dramatic roles while 

also maintaining his penchant for comedy. He 
recently added the title role of Puccini’s Gianni 
Schicchi to his resume, and as the title role 
in Giordano’s Il Re, Maynard was described 
by Opera News as having “an amused comic 
detachment well suited to the character.” He also 
places strong emphasis on interpreting the great 
concert works and oratorios. In 2010, Maynard 
performed the title role in Mendelssohn’s Elijah, 
the solos in Bach’s Mass in B-Minor, and the 
solos in Mozart’s Requiem. In addition to his 
singing work, Maynard is an avid composer, 
writer, and translator. He has composed in a 
wide range of genres, including songs, solo piano 
pieces, wind quintets, chamber ensembles, and 
more. He is the author of poems and libretti, 
and he prepared and sung his own translation of 
Bach’s Coffee Cantata with the Monmouth Civic 
Chorus in 2011. Maynard earned a degree in 
English literature from the University of California 
at Berkeley before discovering his operatic 
talents. 

Jennifer Tiller (soprano, Annina)
Birthplace: Richmond, VA. Tiller recently 
transitioned to soprano from mezzo-soprano. 
This season at City Opera: Notary’s wife in 
Intermezzo. City Opera debut: Second Maid in 
Daphne (2004). Career highlights: Nedda in I 
Pagliacci with Anchorage Opera; Suzuki in the 
Emmy Award-winning broadcast of Madama 
Butterfly, Mercédès in Carmen, Hansel in 
Hansel and Gretel, Maddalena in Il Viaggio a 
Reims, the Fox in The Little Prince, and Alecto 
and Dika in Lysistrata, all with New York City 
Opera; Augusta Tabor in The Ballad of Baby Doe, 
Suzuki in Madama Butterfly, and Bertha in Il 
barbiere di Siviglia with Opera Illinois; Cherubino 
in Le Nozze di Figaro with Cedar Rapids Opera 
Theatre, Tulsa Opera, and Ash Lawn-Highland 
Summer Festival; La Ciesca in Gianni Schicchi 
with Indianapolis Opera; Mrs. McLean in 
Susannah with the Ash Lawn-Highland Summer 
Festival; and Stéphano in Roméo et Juliette with 
Opera Grand Rapids and Opera Northeast.
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Properties
Karin M.White
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GREAT BENEFACTORS 
$1,000,000 or more
Mr. and Mrs. David Koch 
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. 

Deutsch Foundation
The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation
Charles R. Wall 
2 Anonymous Donors 

BENEFACTORS 
$500,000 or more
The Horace W. Goldsmith 

Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation
New York City Department of 

Cultural Affairs 
Samuel I. Newhouse 

Foundation, Inc., in memory 
of Theodore and Caroline 
Newhouse

PRODUCTION SPONSORS
$250,000 or more
Michael and Emilie Corey
Michael and Mary Gellert 
Estate of Herbert Z. Gold 
Joan Granlund
Anonymous Donor

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS
$100,000 or more
Susan L. Baker and Michael 

R. Lynch
John E. Baumgardner, Jr.
John H. and Penelope P. Biggs
Caroline and Paul Cronson
Mary Sharp Cronson
The Jean & Louis Dreyfus 

Foundation, Inc.
Estate of Joseph W. Edlin 
James C. and Marie  

Nugent-Head Marlas
New York State Council on 

the Arts

CHAIRMAN’S COUNCIL 
$50,000 or more
Areté Foundation, Edward E. 

and Betsy Z. Cohen
Catherine and Bill Carmody
The Dyson Foundation

Francis Goelet Charitable Lead 
Trusts

Susan Zises Green
Mrs. Mimi Levitt
Helen and William Little •
Lynn J. Loacker
Mark and Lorry Newhouse
Roy Niederhoffer
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. 

Oppenheimer
Mr. and Mrs. Charles I. Petschek
Mr. James D. Rigler
Rockefeller Brothers Fund’s 

Charles E. Culpeper Arts & 
Culture Grants

The Shubert Foundation, Inc.
Grant and Jacqui Smith
Target
Isak and Rose Weinman 

Foundation
The Helen F. Whitaker Fund

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
$25,000 or more
Joseph and Sophia Abeles 

Foundation
American Airlines
The Bodman Foundation
The Aaron Copland Fund for 

Music, Inc.
Beth and Gary Glynn
Google
William and Aimée Maroney •
Pierre and Tana Matisse 

Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Montrone
Newman’s Own Foundation
The Reed Foundation
Jerome Robbins Foundation
Mrs. Frederick P. Rose
Mr. and Mrs. Elliott K. Slade III
Annaliese Soros
Mr. and Mrs. William K. Tell, Jr.
Pamela Thomas-Graham
Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund
Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz
Weissman Family Foundation Inc.
2 Anonymous Donors

DIRECTOR’S COUNCIL
$10,000 or more
The Amphion Foundation, Inc.

Arnhold Foundation
Rose M. Badgeley Residuary 

Charitable Trust
John B. Black
Dr. Sanfurd G. Bluestein
The Children’s Aid Foundation
Carol M. and Timothy A. Cole
Marina Couloucoundis
Eleanor Naylor Dana Charitable 

Trust
The Enoch Foundation
Frieda and Roy Furman
Flavia and Barden Gale
The Gilder Foundation
Linda and Paul Gridley
Mary Rodgers & Henry Guettel
Hearst Magazines, Inc.
Maisie Houghton
iQmedia Networks
Estate of Antoinette Johnson
John Kander
Ms. Yung Hee Kim
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mahoney IV
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Malkin
Joseph F. McCrindle Foundation
The John P. and Anne Welsh 

McNulty Foundation
The Frederick W. Richmond 

Foundation
Mary S. Riebold
The New York Community Trust-

Virginia S. Risley Fund
Dr. Marcia Robbins-Wilf
Amy and Hartley Rogers
Jeannette S. Rohatyn
Sandy Alexander Inc.
Roberta and Irwin† 

Schneiderman
Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher 

Foundation
Charles and Susan Snyder
Ellen and Sam Sporn
Sonya and Leo J. Tick
Paul and Anke Volcker
The Walt Disney Company
6 Anonymous Donors 

GOLD PATRONS
$5,000 or more
Maurice and Lillian Barbash
Alan and Leslie Beller •
Andy Birsh

Marilyn Cranin •
Mr. and Mrs. M. Anthony De 

Santis
Miriam and Arthur Diamond 

Charitable Trust
The Double-R Foundation
Mary Ellen Dundon
Stanley Epstein, in memory of 

Judith Ross Connor
Charles Goodman
Joanne T. Greenspun
Peter and Helen Haje 

Foundation
Ellen Harris
Judith E. Hazen - Alex J. Ettl 

Foundation
Carl Jacobs Foundation
The Jana Foundation
Susan and Kenneth Kaiserman
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence O. 

Kamin
Herbert Kasper
William S. Keating
Ms. Younghee Kim-Wait
Charlotte Koch Foundation
Estate of Bruce Lee Kubert
Carol Ann Leibner
Ms. Nena Donovan Levine
Arthur L. Loeb
Mr. and Mrs. David S. Mack
George Martin and Ann Githler
Dr. Richard J. Massey
Barbara McCullough
Henry and Lucy Moses Fund, 

Inc.
Alexandra and Frederick Peters
Susan and Elihu Rose
Mary A. H. Rumsey Foundation
Elizabeth Sidamon-Eristoff and 

Hunter Lewis
Ted and Vada Stanley
Estate of Herman Stein
The Virgil Thomson Foundation, 

Ltd.
Jan and Edward Turen
Margo and Anthony Viscusi •
Barry Waldorf and Stanley Gotlin
Marjory Stroup Walters
Lucille Werlinich
Anonymous Donor 

A Message from George Steel, 
General Manager and Artistic Director 

Behind every great New York City Opera performance stand countless individuals and institutions 
whose generosity makes our work possible.  In these pages, we salute their energetic support of NYC 
Opera’s mission to make opera both adventurous and accessible. While space limitations allow us to 
list only donors of $500 or more, we sincerely appreciate every gift. To learn how you can become a  
part of NYC Opera’s ever-growing family of supporters, I invite you to call our Development 
Department at 212.870.4210 or visit nycOpera.com/supportus. Thank you!
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SILVER PATRONS
$3,000 or more
Joan Taub Ades and Alan M. 

Ades
Mr. Robert R. Berbec
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Berend •
Elaine S. Bernstein
Elizabeth Brody
Caroline W. Bynum
Anitra Christoffel-Pell
Hester Diamond and Ralph 

Kaminsky
John R. Doss
Dr. Janice P. Dutcher
Kenneth Eisold
Arthur and Susan Fleischer, Jr.
Mary and Gordon Gould
Mrs. Barbara K. Jackson
Mr. Norman Keller and Ms. 

Denise Sobel
Constantin Keremet
Laurence Klurfeld
John L. McHugh Foundation, Inc.
Osman Nalbantoglu
Antonia Pew
Lorna Power
Estate of Marie Reddall
Alfred and Ann Ruesch
Robert L. Russell
James R. Seitz Jr.
Ted and Mary Jo Shen
Ted Snowdon
Michael Tuch Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth S. Tunick •
Ruth and Jonathan Weisgall
3 Anonymous Donors

PATRONS
$1,500 or more
Donald R. Allen and Mildred 

Munich
David Aronow Foundation
Edwin Bacher and Johanna 

Weber
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Balkin
Lisa G. Beckerman
Mrs. Frank M. Berger
Ms. Janet F. Bernstein
Edith C. Blum Foundation
H.S. Beau Bogan and Elliot M. 

Friedman
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
Barbara A. Brunjes
Alice Burstein
Joyce Castle
Theodore Chu
Amy and Gary Churgin
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Clark III
Phyllis F. Cohen Ph.D. and 

Walter Goldstein Ph.D. •
John J. Condon
Lois Conway
Edgar E. Coons
Stephanie C. Cooper •
Nathalie and Marshall Cox
Ms. Catherine A. Culver

Dr. Susan Danberg and Mr. 
George Puerschner

Mr. Thurman Dennis
Jennie and Richard DeScherer
Ms. Joan Dyer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert K. Elliott
Mr. Smith Freeman
C. Robert Friedman and Vernon 

Mosheim
Edda and James Gillen
Drs. David and Marcella 

Goldsmith
Wendy and Mark Goldstein
The Charles and Joan Gross 

Family Foundation
Sally and Aaron Hamburger
Mrs. Jean A. Hastings
Merrill G. and Emita E. Hastings 

Foundation
Ms. Sarah Hewitt
Howard and Carol Holtzmann
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. 

Hubbard
Beth D. Jacob and James H. 

Fogel
Jill Kaplan
Roland N. Karlen
Mr. and Mrs. Gene L. Kaufman
Elaine P. Kend
Mr. and Mrs. David Kenney
David A. Kernahan
Richard and Joan Klein
Ms. Melissa S. Lane and Mr. 

Andrew Lovett
Robert Lefkowitz and Gina 

DeFelice
Julius Leiman-Carbia
Jill Lenoble and Paul Asman
Cynthia Lilley and Peter Heinrich
Lucia Woods Lindley
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Loder
Phyllis and Walter F. Loeb
Dr. and Mrs. George W. Lutz
Frances Magurno
Anita and Michael Malina
Mr. and Mrs. Barnabas 

McHenry
Gregory St. John and Gary 

McKay
Laurel McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

McLaughlin
Meet The Composer’s MetLife 

Creative Connections 
Program

Alexander and Ilse Melamid 
Charitable Foundation

Dr. and Mrs. Mark F. Mergen
Ann Meschery
John C. Miller •
Dr. Mary Lee Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Lester S. Morse, Jr.
Mr. Philip R. Munger
Marvin and Frances Gould 

Naftal
Barbara Nassau and David 

Perlmutter

Ms. Constance Hoguet Neel and 
Mr. Richard Neel

Ellen Nenner •
Stanley Newman and Dr. Brian 

Rosenthal
The John F. Nobile Family
Melvin H. Pekarsky
Carol Gray & Harold Perlmutter
Anna and Martin J. Rabinowitz
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Robins
Mr. and Mrs. Roman A. Rome
Jon Rupp, In Memory of Julian 

Autrey
Bonnie Sacerdote
Mr. Douglas Schwalbe
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Sculco
Michael N. Sekus and Bianca 

Russo •
Ms. Patricia Sheridan
Mr. Anil Shrivastava and Ms. 

Namita Luthra
Anne Sidamon- Eristoff
Loren R. Skeist and Marlene 

Marko
Joan and Laurence Sorkin
Paul J. Sperry
Mrs. Esther Esh Sternberg
Mr. and Mrs. Jon and Savannah 

Stevenson
Flora Tabaddor, MD •
Henry and Marilyn Taub
Nozomi Terao and Joshua S. 

Levine
Elisabeth L. Van Buskirk
Stephen Van Dolsen
Mr. Mark Villamar and Ms. 

Esther Milsted
Cynthia Walk
Jeremy and Kristina Wallison
Marian M. Warden Fund of the 

Foundation for Enhancing 
Communities

Charles and Jacqueline Warren
Ms. Lynn Warshow
Ruth and Howard Warshower
Reverend Wendy A. Young and 

Dr. Mark R. Killingsworth •
3 Anonymous Donors

• Members of the Patron 
Committee

SOPRANO MEMBERS 
$1,000 or more
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Anderson
Mr. Charles Charrow and Ms. 

Bonnie Howard
The Cheswatyr Foundation
Simon Dratfield and Sherri Felt 

Dratfield
Mr. William Duggan
Mr. and Mrs. Jean-Marie Eveillard
Ms. Adaline H. Frelinghuysen
Ms. Mira Frohnmayer and Ms. 

Marcia Baldwin
Kwok Sum Fung
Nomi Ghez 

Antonia and George Grumbach
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Havemeyer 

III
Georgia G. Hiden Charitable 

Foundation
Anne Hollander
Ms. Karen Howitt
Mr. and Mrs. K.D. Irani
Diane Jaffee
Ms. Ana Paula Jarowski
Anita A. Kahn
Mr. Kenneth H. Kirschner and 

Ms. Andrea L. Chase
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kresch
Mr. Donald Lanier
Ms. Maria Logis
Mr. Todd May, Jr.
Ms. Mary W. McLaughlin
Mr. Michael A. Murphy
Mr. Dale Ponikvar
Mr. Donald Press and Mr. John 

Harris
Mr. Edward Ricco
Mr. Peter Robbins and Ms. Page 

Sargisson
Dr. Christopher Rothko and Ms. 

Lori L. Cohen
Mr. James Sargis
Dr. Sherry Barron-Seabrook and 

David G. Seabrook
Ms. Penny Seacord
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy C. 

Shepard
Stephanie and Fred Shuman
Elaine Sisman and Martin 

Fridson
George and Sarah Fels Steel
Mr. and Mrs. Hans G. Storr
Ms. Paula H. Tarzian-Ciferni
Mr. Thomas Von Foerster
George R. Weinhouse, MD
Anonymous Donor

MEZZO MEMBERS 
$500 or more
Princess Alexandra of Greece
Ms. Elizabeth C. Baker
Mrs. Sophie M. Beitler
Dolores and Clifton Bullard
Mr. Roger E. Burke
Rudolph and Camilla Cesarini
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Chelminski
William E. Clendenning
Mr. Leslie W. Cline
Mr. and Mrs. J. Christopher 

Eagan
Mr. Paul Ebner and Ms. 

Courtney L. Holst
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ellmann
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. 

Esteves
Mr. and Mrs. Peter L. Faber
Ms. Susan Feder
Dr. and Dr. Michael J. Fellner, 

MD
Mr. Arthur F. Ferguson
Mrs. Barbara G. Fleischman
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Elizabeth C. Forster
Mr. Ernest French and Ms. 

Sophie Seniuk
Mr. Milton M. Gatch
Egon Gerard
Ms. Melissa M. Gibbs
Mr. Peter C. Gould and Ms. 

Claire Carter
Paul and Sandra Graf
Ms. Gail Gregg
Mrs. Maureen Gupta
Nimet Habachy
Mr. James Hanbury
Sheila Keats
Mr. and Mrs. William P. Kenney
Ms. Ellen Kier
Ms. Flora P. Klein
Andrea Klepetar-Fallek
Sherry Kowitz and Lee Kowitz
Mr. Douglas Kruse
David J. Lansner and Carolyn A. 

Kubitschek
John and Judie LaRosa
Ms. Dorothy Lee and Mr. Victor 

Han
Mr. and Mrs. S. Joshua Lewis
Leslie LiDonnici, MD
Christopher LiGreci and Robert 

Ohlerking
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lyons
Richard H.M. and Gail Lowe 

Maidman
Mrs. Margaret P. Mautner
Mr. Andrew J. Millis
Ms. Joan M. Moran
Mr. Vincenzo Paparo
Richard Pepperman
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Pesner
Ms. Linda Nochlin Pommer
Marc Powell and Caroline 

Dufresne
Ms. Frances J. Richard
Mr. Matthew L. Ringel and Ms. 

Rebecca Rabinow
Irene C. and Joseph J. Roach
Mr. Michael Rooney
Mr. Richard D. Sime
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd L. Smith
Mrs. Josephine B. Sokolski
Ms. Bente Strong
Attila Tetik and Gonul Arslan
Helen S. Tucker, The Gramercy 

Park Foundation
The Ungar Family Foundation
Mr. Geoffroy Van Raemdonck
Diodato Villamena, MD
Mr. Leonard M. Wasserman
Mr. Harris Weinstein
Ms. Jo-Ann Wordley
Mr. Saul L. Zalkin
4 Anonymous Donors

CODA SOCIETY
Planned gifts play an 
extraordinary role in securing 
New York City Opera’s future. 
Through the CODA Society, NYC 

Opera recognizes individuals 
who believe the company has 
a vital place in the life of future 
generations, and who have 
expressed support through 
bequests or other planned gifts. 
For more information, please 
call 212.870.4210.

Robert Ardini
Areta M. Arlen
Ms. Molly Bellin
Joan Benson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Berend 
Charles A. Bernheim
H.S. Beau Bogan
Lord Benno Bordiga†
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander R. 

Broden
Nancy E. Cohn
John Condon
Sue Ann and Tony Converse
Emilie Corey
Catherine T. Davidoff
Deborah L. Davis
Harold Z. Dessler
Adnan Divjan
Ms. Melva Eidelberg
Dr. Joan Eliasoph
Stuart M. Fischman
Elizabeth T. Garvey
Sherwin M. Goldman
Virgina Gray
Judith B. Grebin
Jane M. Gullong
Deborah Hample†
Mr. and Mrs. John Haney
Inez Harris
Sally Helfman
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Herber
Marilyn D. Hoffman
Dr. and Mrs. Irwin Honigfeld
Renee Jackson
Ruth Klotz†
William Paul† and Kathryn 

Kouba
Bruce Lee Kubert
Barry and Jill Lafer
Ronald H. Lamey
Catherine Lomusico
Barbara McCullough
Ann F. McHugh, PhD
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. 

Melick
Merle A. Montgomery
Anne M. Morris
Carol S. Morton
Judith Nadelson
Diane A. Nixon
Mr. Martin J. Oppenheimer
Frank J. and Adeline Pannizzo
Dr. Sydney Parish and Mr. 

Bernard Fleigel
Ms. Antonia Pew
Mr. Frederick W. Richmond
Mary S. Riebold
Ann Rosche

Art Rubright
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Russo
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Sack
Mrs. Ines Sagar
Michael J. Samek†
Alan J. Savada
Mr. Steven Schmidt
Roberta and Irwin† 

Schneiderman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Segal
Donald G. Sisler
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Smith
Mrs. Joan Smith
Mr. Peter Smith
Stanley R. Stangren
Ruth and Harold† Stern
Ms. Audrey J. Sutton
Mr. and Mrs. Warren B. Syer
Lloyd L. Thoms, Jr.
Sonya and Leo J. Tick
Mr. Barry C. Waldorf and Mr. 

Stanley Gotlin
Lucille Werlinich
Alice Westphal†
Ms. Susan M. Whelan
Mr. Robert C. Williamson
6 Anonymous Donors

† In memoriam

CORPORATE CIRCLE
American Airlines
Google
Hearst Magazines, Inc.
iQmedia Networks
Sandy Alexander Inc.
Target
The Walt Disney Company

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
New York City Opera’s 
productions and education 
programs are made possible, 
in part, with public funds from 
the following city and state 
agencies. We are grateful for 
this generous and essential 
support. 

New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs

The Honorable Michael R. 
Bloomberg, Mayor

The Honorable Kate D. Levin, 
Commissioner

New York City Council
The Honorable Christine C. 

Quinn, Speaker
The Honorable Dominic M. 

Recchia, Jr.
The Honorable James G. Van 

Bramer

Borough of Brooklyn
The Honorable Marty 

Markowitz, Brooklyn 
Borough President 

Borough of Manhattan
The Honorable Scott Stringer, 

Manhattan Borough 
President

New York State Council on 
the Arts

The Honorable Andrew M. 
Cuomo, Governor

Aby Rosen, Chairman 
 
New York State Legislature 
The Honorable Sheldon Silver, 

Assembly Speaker
The Honorable Thomas K. 

Duane, New York State 
Senator

The Honorable Richard N. 
Gottfried, New York State 
Assembly Member

 

The above recognition list 
includes donors to the annual 
and special campaigns as of  
January 19, 2012. 
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