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Program Vision



Program Vision

• DEP’s sustainability 

strategy includes:

• optimizing the city’s 

existing system,

• promoting water 

conservation, and 

• preparing for climate 

change.
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Program Vision 

On-Site Water Reuse Grant Program:

Incentivize commercial, mixed-use, and multi-family 

residential sectors to install water reuse systems by 

covering a portion of efficiency technology capital costs. 
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Available Grants and Eligibility



Available Grants and Eligibility
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Grant Size Description
Target Water 

Savings

Funding 

Amount

Building-scale

Typically 100,000 

square feet or more of 

residential or 

commercial space

32,000 gallons per 

day
Up to $250,000

District-scale

Typically includes the 

sharing of water 

between two or more 

parcels 

94,000 gallons per 

day
Up to $500,000
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Available Grants and Eligibility

• The proposed project is completed by a water service 

customer of DEP.

• The proposed alternate water source system must be 

permanent and operational for a minimum of 10 years. 

• The Applicant must comply with the Department of 

Buildings Plumbing Code, all applicable rules and 

regulations required by the Department of Health, and 

other applicable rules and regulations.
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Available Grants and Eligibility

• The Applicant must provide a complete application 

package, including an application form, environmental  

compliance (CEQR) documentation, project work plan, 

project schedule, budget, and completed DEP Non-

Potable Water Calculator workbook.

• The project must be constructed within 4 years of the 

Funding Agreement approval date and must offset  

potable water use immediately after the System 

Certification is issued by Department of Buildings.

• Documentation must be provided showing that the 

Applicant’s system reliably achieves target water savings 

for 10 years.
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Application Process and Timeline
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• Applications can be 

submitted at any time 

throughout the year.

• Each application will be 

evaluated for 

completeness, feasibility, 

and respective 

cost/benefit ratio.

• Number of awards may 

be limited based on 

available funding.

Application Process and Timeline
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• Grant recipients will 

receive a Conditional 

Acceptance Package, 

pending DOB permitted 

design

• Once DOB permitted 

design is received, 

Grantee signs the DEP’s 

Grant Funding Agreement, 

and other paperwork. 

• Disbursement of up to 

50% of the total grant will 

be made upon approval of 

Funding Agreement. 

Application Process and Timeline
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Application Process and Timeline

• The Grantee must commence construction within 6 

months and complete construction and commissioning 

within 4 years of Funding Agreement approval date. 

• The final disbursement of the remaining grant total will be 

processed once Project Completion Form and Department 

of Buildings System Certification are completed and 

submitted.
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Design, Construction, 

and Operation & Maintenance 
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• A guide has been 

developed for property 

owners and building 

managers to navigate 

New York City’s 

regulations for the 

design, construction and 

operation of on-site 

water reuse systems.

Design, Construction, and O&M
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• Definitions of terms related to alternative water sources 

and treatment

• New York City specific information on allowed treatment 

systems and end uses

Design, Construction, and O&M
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Design, Construction, and O&M



Design, Construction, and O&M

• After receiving conditional 

acceptance, design must be 

permitted and approved by 

the Department of Buildings 

before receiving complete 

approval for the On-site 

Water Reuse Grant Program



Design, Construction, and O&M

• Inspections during 

construction will be at 

Department of Buildings’ 

discretion

• Construction reports to 

DEP are required, 

frequency is set by the 

Grant Funding Agreement 



Design, Construction, and O&M

• System 

certification is 

through 

Department of 

Buildings

• Final step in On-

site Water Reuse 

Grant Program is 

to submit 

Department of 

Buildings System 

Certification

20



21

Sources for More Information
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nyc.gov/dep/reusegrant

Sources for More Information
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Sources for More Information

• Visit the website for 

general information and 

program updates:

• Grant Workshops

• Application Process

• Supporting Documents
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Revised webpage to go 

here



Sources for More Information

• Grant Funding Agreement 

and  Declaration of 

Restrictive Covenant are 

located at the bottom of 

the program webpage

24



Sources for More Information

All grant program inquiries 

can be directed to:

reusegrant@dep.nyc.gov
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