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Foreword

Confused and disillusioned, many today are wondering, “Is there a
God? Where is He? What, if anything, is God doing?” Mankind sees scant
evidence in religion of God’s direct involvement in the course of humanity.
Shackled by tradition and religious myths, even professing “Christianity”
gropes in a vacuum of ignorance regarding God’s true plan for mankind.

Why? Because man has (for the most part, unknowingly) rejected
the key to that plan—the knowledge of the seventh-day Sabbath and holy
days of God. Instead, traditional holidays—including Sunday—have been
adopted and accepted as “Christian.”

Declaring the “end from the beginning,” the true God of the Bible is
actively involved in the affairs of man, ordering events according to His
master plan as outlined by His Sabbath and feast days. Obviously, Satan the
devil hates God’s plan—for it also pictures his ultimate removal as the “god
of this present age.”

In what is perhaps one of the greatest conspiracies in the history of
mankind, Satan has devised a cleverly disguised counterfeit “Christianity”
to blind men from the knowledge of God’s true plan. Analogous to King
Jeroboam of ancient Israel—who substituted false “feast days” in place of
God’s true holy days—Satan has deceptively ensnared an unsuspecting
world into believing that pagan occult holidays are acceptable forms of wor-
ship toward God.

In Occult Holidays or God’s Holy Days—Which?, Fred R. Coulter
brings to light this satanic conspiracy, uncovering in detail the occult roots
of today’s so-called “Christian” holidays—Halloween, Christmas, Easter,
etc.—proving that such holidays are, in reality, a form of Satan worship.

Mr. Coulter demonstrates how God’s seven annual holy days form a
type of framework upon which are hung the various aspects of God’s plan
as they are fulfilled over time. This publication fully illustrates how God’s
seventh-day Sabbath and holy days picture His plan of salvation for all of
mankind, concentrating on the establishment of the Kingdom of God and the
eternal rule of Jesus Christ.

For a materialistic generation surrounded by religious indifference, intol-
erance and confusion, this book provides vital information. Emphasis is placed
on the fact that the God of truth cannot be worshiped with pagan lies, myths and
forms of worship, as God can only be worshiped “in spirit and in truth.”

In a world of relativism where the line between right and wrong, good
and evil are increasingly blurred, Occult Holidays or God’s Holy Days—
Which? pulls no punches. Fred Coulter has captured, in a single book, the
crux of the matter: Will we worship the true God, as He instructs—with the
understanding of His true plan for mankind—or will we continue to look to
myths, fables and false forms of worship that are of no avail?

The reader, indeed, will be compelled to choose—Which?

Philip Neal
May 2006
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Greek to consider translating the books of the New Testament.

For the next twenty years, Mr. Coulter diligently studied, continuing
to expand his knowledge of Koiné Greek. While undertaking a verse-by-
verse study of the books of the New Testament, he was moved to translate
the New Testament into clear, easy-to-read English for contemporary read-
ers—resulting in The New Testament In Its Original Order—A Faithful Ver-
sion With Commentary. He has consistently used this translation of the New
Testament in his other publications.

Fred Coulter has dedicated his life and talents to proclaiming Jesus
Christ as personal Savior for all. Since 1983, Mr. Coulter has been the
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tually all of Scripture.

With his ministry now spanning over 40 years, Fred R. Coulter has
again been inspired to take up the sword of God’s Word and has published
this recent book: Occult Holidays or God’s Holy Days—Which? This work
documents the pagan and occult origins of the holidays accepted and cele-
brated today by Orthodox Christendom. The book then demonstrates in
great detail God’s true biblical feasts and holy days that He has commanded
His people to keep—through which God actually reveals His plan and ulti-
mate purpose for mankind, the pinnacle of His creation.
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manner. The full meaning of the body and blood of Jesus Christ is revealed,
showing the magnitude of God’s love for every person.

The Day Jesus the Christ Died—the Biblical Truth about His Pas-
sion, Crucifixion and Resurrection is THE ONLY BOOK to present “the
rest of the story”—Ileft out by Mel Gibson in his epic movie The Passion of
the Christ. Without the true historical and biblical facts, one cannot fully
understand the meaning of Jesus Christ’s horrific, humiliating and gruesome
death by beating, scourging and crucifixion. The author presents the full
biblical account in a most compelling way. As you will see, the truth is
more astounding than all of the ideas, superstitions and traditions of men!

The Seven General Epistles is designed for an in-depth verse-by-
verse study of the epistles of James; I and II Peter; I, II and III John and
Jude. As part of the living Word of God, these epistles are as meaningful
today for personal Christian growth as when they were written.

Lord, What Should I Do? is a book for Christians who are confused
by the escalating spiritual and doctrinal chaos in churches today—which is
undermining the true faith of the Bible. Any religious organization that
teaches the Word of God is a target for the forces of evil behind this chaos.
This book clarifies the problem and offers the solution.

On-Line Studies for the serious Bible student—with additional writ-
ten material and in-depth Bible studies in audio format—can be obtained at
www.cbhcg.org, www.biblicaltruthministries.org and www.churchathome.org.
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Preface

A carefully crafted worldview being disseminated in western society
today is one which is not founded on the moral absolutes of yesteryear—a
time when most people agreed on what was right and what was wrong, what
was good and what was evil, who was wicked and who was righteous, and
which things were true and which things were false. Instead, this new mind-
set tenaciously maintains that individuals must “consider” all the different
religious and lifestyle alternatives of a culturally diverse world, accepting all
beliefs and customs as equal and valid (with the exception of the Christian
viewpoint, which is rejected with hostility and disdain). In the name of
“tolerance,” judging moral behavior is simply not permitted.

The inevitable outcome of this approach is a world where it is
believed there is no absolute truth, or if there is, it cannot be known. The
individual becomes his own god, creating his own “reality”—and “truth” is
whatever one wants or imagines it to be. This pervasive “postmodern
thinking,” as it is called, has gone mainstream in just one generation.

In his book The Death of Truth, Jim Leffel writes: “Postmodernists
believe that truth is created, not discovered.... In a recent series of more
than twenty interviews conducted at random at a large university, people
were asked if there was such a thing as absolute truth—truth that is true
across all times and cultures for all people. All but one respondent [a Bible-
believing Christian] answered along these lines:

‘Truth is whatever you believe.’

‘There is no absolute truth.’

‘If there were such a thing as absolute truth, how could we know
what it is?’

‘People who believe in absolute truth are dangerous.” ”

Leffel continues: “Truth, declares a growing collective consciousness,
is relative: what is true, right or beautiful for one person isn’t necessarily
true, right or beautiful for another. Relativism says that truth isn’t fixed
by outside reality [especially by a Creator God in heaven], but is de-
cided by a group or individual for themselves. Truth isn’t discovered,
but manufactured. Truth is ever-changing not only in insignificant mat-
ters of taste or fashion, but in crucial matters of spirituality, morality, and
reality” (pp. 20, 31, bold emphasis and bracketed comments added).

It is not difficult to follow this mindset to its logical conclusion. If
twenty people have twenty different concepts about what is right and what is
wrong, where does law and order fit in? Eventually, total lawlessness—
even anarchy—is certain to follow. In trashing the truth of God, one falls
prey to his own corrupt nature and his life becomes empty, void of purpose
and understanding. As King David noted: “Behold, You have made my
days as a handbreadth, and my age is as nothing before You. Surely every
man at his best state is altogether vanity.... Surely every man walks about
in a vain show! Surely they are in an uproar in vain. He heaps up riches and
does not know who shall gather them” (Psa. 39:5-6).

The apostle Paul prophesied of a time when lawlessness would reign
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in men’s hearts. “Know this also, that in the last days perilous times shall
come; for men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, braggarts, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, implacable, slanderers, without self-control, savage, despisers of
those who are good, betrayers, reckless, egotistical, lovers of pleasure
rather than lovers of God; having an outward appearance of godliness, but
denying the power of true godliness. But as for you, turn away from all
these.... They are always learning but are never able to come to the knowl-
edge of the truth” (Il Tim. 3:1-5, 7).

Although knowledge in the sciences has increased exponentially in
this postmodern age, secular society has become spiritually atrophied, crip-
pled and incapable of attaining the truth of God in Christ Jesus because it
has repudiated the Word of God.

Paul wrote that creation itself is a witness to all mankind of the truth
of God—and that in renouncing His visible truth as displayed throughout
His creation, man becomes vulnerable to countless deceptions and chican-
ery: “For the invisible things of Him are perceived from the creation of the
world, being understood by the things that were made—both His eternal
power and Godhead—so that they are without excuse; because when they
knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but they
became vain in their own reasonings, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
While professing themselves to be the wise ones, they became fools
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into the likeness of an
image of corruptible man, and of birds, and four-footed creatures, and
creeping things.

“For this cause, God also abandoned them to uncleanness through
the lusts of their hearts, to disgrace their own bodies between themselves,
who exchanged the truth of God for the lie; and they worshiped and
served the created thing more than the one Who is Creator, Who is
blessed into the ages. Amen” (Rom. 1:20-25).

Satan the devil, who is “the prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2)
and anti-Christ, is behind the many deceptions that elevate the created above
the Creator. One vehicle he utilizes to accomplish this in society today is,
paradoxically, public education.

A former teacher, Beverly K. Eakman, is the current executive direc-
tor of the National Education Consortium and the author of Cloning of the
American Mind: Eradicating Morality Through Education (Huntington
House). In her insightful article “Bushwhacking Johnny,” published in the
September 2002 issue of Chronicles Magazine, Eakman expounded how the
educational system is destroying truth, morals and independent thought in
today’s young students by using what is called “cognitive dissonance” to
psychologically disorient them. She writes: “When cognitive dissonance is
employed against an unsuspecting person—or worse, against a captive audi-
ence such as schoolchildren—the short-term objective is to prompt insecure
individuals to find company, leading to a group (mob) mentality. This
makes it easier to reverse values held by the majority. ‘Truth’ can even
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be turned against itself—for example, ‘freedom of speech’ is now used to
legitimize pornography [and other degrading, immoral lifestyles]. The very
people freedom of speech was designed to protect are left not only vulner-
able but suspicious of the principle itself.

“What ‘new values’ are educators trying to instill? Here is a seven-
point list, given to educators in North Carolina at an in-service workshop:

There is no right or wrong, only conditioned responses.
The collective good is more important than the individual.
Consensus is more important than principle.

Flexibility is more important than accomplishment.
Nothing is permanent except change.

All ethics are situational; there are no moral absolutes.
There are no perpetrators, only victims.

“Notice that all of the items on this list involve no particular issue;
rather, they reflect ethical ‘outcomes’ that a child is supposed to
‘internalize’. ”

Eakman continues: “Cognitive dissonance ‘is a stressful mental or
emotional reaction caused by trying to reconcile two opposing, inconsistent,
or conflicting beliefs held simultaneously.” [double mindedness] ... So cog-
nitive dissonance is not quite brainwashing, and it’s not quite subliminal ad-
vertising, either. It’s more like setting somebody up for a psychological fall.
It plays with the mind by pitting various perceived ‘authorities’ against one
another [parents, teachers, friends, political leaders, religious leaders and
especially God and obedience to Him], exacerbating tensions [in the minds
of the students]. After a while, intellectual deliberations shut down, and
emotions take over. Only the strongest-willed individuals can hold out—
[and they are labeled as] ‘the troublemakers.’

“Thus was my generation (the Baby Boomers) educated to ‘need’
our peers more than we needed our principles, making us easy marks for
such tactics as cognitive dissonance. Our children are now sitting ducks,
with civilized norms forever under attack ... [wherein] all choices are
equally legitimized.... Today, cognitive dissonance is an institutionalized
method used to force-feed whatever is politically expedi-
ent” (www.BeverlyE.com, bold emphasis and bracketed comments added).

The use of cognitive dissonance is not limited to education. It is
used in religion by clergy, in government by politicians and bureaucrats, in
music, in entertainment, and in all other forms of media. Consequently,
many societies around the world are seemingly caught in a downward spiral
of immorality that is rapidly approaching the degradation and hyper-
immorality of Sodom and Gomorrah. Few voices of sanity are raised to
warn against the onslaught of wickedness and immorality—and such voices
are generally rejected, ridiculed or silenced.

Analyzing the marketing methods purveyors of evil have used in the
past fifty years to achieve their goals, David Kupelian writes: “As Americans,
we’ve come to tolerate, embrace, and even champion many things that would
have horrified our parents’ generation. Things like abortion-on-demand

Vil
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virtually up to the moment of birth, judges banning the Ten Commandments
from public places, a national explosion of middle-school sex, the slow star-
vation of the disabled, thousands of homosexuals openly flouting the law
[with governmental sanctioned public displays of gross, lewd hetero- and
homosexual sex acts] and getting ‘married,” and online porn creating late-
night sex addicts in millions of middle-class homes.

“At the same time, our courts have scrubbed America’s classrooms
surgically clean of every vestige of religion on which this nation was
founded—Christianity.

“The plain truth is, within the space of our lifetimes, much of what
Americans once almost universally abhorred has been packaged, per-
fumed, gift-wrapped, and sold to us as though it had great value. By
skillfully playing on our deeply felt national values of fairness, generosity,
and tolerance, these marketers have persuaded us to embrace as enlightened
and noble that which all previous generations since America’s founding
rejected as grossly self-destructive—in a word, evil” (The Marketing of Evil,
pp- 11-12, bold emphasis and bracketed comments added).

As a result, today’s world is upside down! Because people have
rejected God’s truth, God has given them over to their own delusions.
Truth, especially the truth of God’s Word, has been branded as error and
lies, and error and lies have been packaged as truth. A well-known quote by
Dresden James illustrates this paradox:

“When a well-packaged web of lies
has been sold gradually to the masses over
generations, the truth will seem
utterly preposterous and its
speaker a raving lunatic.”

But you may ask, “What do occult holidays have to do with this?
Aren’t they wonderful times of year for children to have fun and for adults
to party? How can the observance of these days possibly have anything to
do with the death of truth? Aren’t they, after all, ‘Christian’ celebrations?”

In Occult Holidays or God’s Holy Days—Which?, you will under-
stand the intense promotion and acceptance of the occult. Witchcraft, the
feminine divine, New Age spirituality and Satanism have all been “jump-
started” by the observance of Halloween and other “acceptable” occult holi-
days. For centuries religious leaders have ‘‘sugar-coated, packaged,
perfumed, gift wrapped and sold” these holidays to the masses ‘‘as
though they had great value.”

We will begin by determining just how the “Christian” world has
been duped. Then we will uncover the true origins of Halloween—which
actually is the beginning and ending of the occult year—and progress
through all the occult holidays. It will become transparent that they are not
Christian! Yet, the vast majority of church-going people have blindly
accepted them as such.

viii
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Upon examining the holy days and feasts of God, we will understand
that God’s holy days have deep spiritual meaning for true Christians, as well
as all mankind, in His plan of salvation—past, present and future.

Prophecies of the Bible reveal that in the end time occult practices
and open Satan worship will sweep the entire world. It’s already happening.
This generation is being prepared mentally, emotionally and spiritually to
accept a universal deception which will usher in the final New World Order,
the Antichrist and the False Prophet. It will be Satan’s finest hour! Those
who do not heed God’s repeated warnings to repent—but reject the laws and
commandments of God as well as the teachings of Jesus Christ and the New
Testament—will be deluded. The masses will be deceived into accepting
and worshiping the coming Antichrist—declared by the False Prophet to be
the supreme manifestation of “God” in the flesh, the false savior of the
world (II Thess. 2:1-12; Rev. 13:4-6).

New in the Second Edition (July 2008)

This updated and expanded version of Occult Holidays or God’s
Holy Days—Which? includes two key additions: A new appendix address-
ing difficult passages of Scripture written by the apostle Paul, and a new
chapter dealing with how the occult utilizes the world of entertainment to
achieve its sinister goals. Also, all Old Testament passages have been
updated using The Holy Bible In Its Original Order. This new, easy-to-read
translation by Fred Coulter faithfully clarifies many commonly mistrans-
lated passages.

Appendix A, Understanding Paul’s Difficult Scriptures Concerning
the Law and Commandments of God, provides the reader with a firm foun-
dation from which to study the epistles of Paul. Typically, those with Protes-
tant backgrounds assume that God’s laws and commandments are no longer
in force and rendered obsolete by Jesus’ sacrifice. This approach is based
primarily on the misunderstanding of certain passages written by Paul
(mostly in the books of Romans and Galatians). The complexity of these
particular passages makes them difficult to translate into English—and
many of them are indeed poorly translated in the KJV and other English
translations. Consequently, they appear to contradict the many clear pas-
sages concerning God’s laws and commandments.

Appendix A explains these difficult-to-understand passages and
proves unequivocally that the laws and commandments of God are fully in
force today. Covered in detail are such topics as the “curse of the law,”
“works versus grace,” “justification by faith,” and more. The wonderful
purpose of God’s law is fully explained—and how both works and faith are
required for salvation. In a world where mainstream religion is in a rapidly
deteriorating ‘““death spiral” brought on by a lethal dose of humanism and
New Age ideology, this new appendix provides crucial understanding. In
fact, you’ll probably want to read Appendix A first!

In Chapter Five—The World of Entertainment: Vehicle of the
Occult—the author examines the pivotal role of the media in the current
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worldwide explosion of interest in the occult. The phenomenal influence of
the Harry Potter movie series is analyzed; the seductive concept of so-called
“white magic” is examined; and the tragic effects of video game violence
are considered. As this new chapter demonstrates, Satan the devil has left no
stone unturned in his efforts to lure an unsuspecting mankind to the brink of
utter self-destruction.

Additional sections have been added dealing with ouija boards,
tattoos, atheism—and the highly influential role of Oprah Winfrey as she
injects her brand of New Age spirituality into the occult phenomenon.
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and
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CHAPTER ONE

How the ‘““Christian” World
Has Been Deceived

In spite of being forewarned in the Word of God, today the vast
majority of professing “Christians” are deceived! Why? Because they do
not read and study their Bibles for themselves, but believe the religious
teachings of their leaders. As a result, most have failed to heed the repeated
warnings of Jesus Christ and His apostles. Jesus specifically warned His
disciples that false prophets would come in sheep’s clothing, presenting
themselves as messengers of God—and yet deceive the majority of people.
While they would proclaim the name of Jesus and acknowledge Him as
Savior, they would teach evil things in His name: “But beware of false
prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing, for within they are ravening
wolves. You shall know them by their fruits. They do not gather grapes
from thorns, or figs from thistles, do they? In the same way, every good tree
produces good fruit, but a corrupt tree produces evil fruit. A good tree can-
not produce evil fruit, nor can a corrupt tree produce good fruit. Every tree
that is not producing good fruit is cut down and is cast into the fire. There-
fore, you shall assuredly know them by their fruits.” (Matt. 7:15-20).

Knowing someone by their fruit involves examining their teachings
and behavior. If such teachers do not conform to the teachings of Jesus
Christ, then they are not of God—though they preach in His name and even
perform miracles (Matt. 24:24). Jesus said they are workers of lawlessness!
Inspired by Satan the devil, they substitute their own religious teachings and
traditions for the commandments and laws of God. This is especially obvi-
ous in the holiday traditions of Orthodox Christendom and Protestantism®,
many of which are rooted in abominable pagan religious practices.

How did the very abominations that God says He hates come to be
observed by those who call themselves “Christians”?

A False Christianity Arises

Apostasy within the very Church of God began before the original
apostles of Jesus Christ had even died. Shortly before his death, the apostle
Peter gave this prophetic warning: “But there were also false prophets
among the people, as indeed there will be false teachers among you, who
will stealthily introduce destructive heresies, personally denying the
Lord who bought them, and bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
And many people will follow as authoritative their destructive ways; and
because of them, the way of the truth will be blasphemed. Also, through

* In this publication the term Orthodox Christendom includes Roman Catholicism, Eastern
and Russian Orthodox and Protestant religions.
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insatiable greed they will with enticing messages exploit you for gain; for
whom the judgment of old is in full force, and their destruction is ever
watching” (II Pet. 2:1-3).

In his epistle, Jude, a brother of the Lord Jesus Christ, emphatically
warned the brethren to stand for the truth that was originally delivered by
Jesus Christ and the apostles. He urged them to resist ungodly men who
were infiltrating the churches and changing the grace of God into a lie:
“Beloved, when personally exerting all my diligence to write to you con-
cerning the common salvation, I was compelled to write to you, exhorting
you to fervently fight for the faith, which once for all time has been deliv-
ered to the saints. For certain men have stealthily crept in, those who long
ago have been written about, condemning them to this judgment. They are
ungodly men, who are perverting the grace of our God, turning it into licen-
tiousness, and are personally denying the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Jude 3-4).

The apostasy that began during the lifetimes of the apostles rapidly
developed after the last original apostle, John, died in about 99-100 AD.
Within twenty years of his death a vastly different, counterfeit “Christian”
church began to emerge. Historian Jesse Lyman Hurlburt summarized this
critical period: “At the end of the first century, the doctrines set forth by the
Apostle Paul in the Epistle to the Romans were accepted throughout the
church as the standards of the faith. The teachings of St. Peter and St. John
in their epistles show a complete accord with the views of St. Paul. Hereti-
cal opinions were arising and sects were forming, the germs of which had
been noted and warned against by the apostles, but their full development
came later” (The Story of the Christian Church, p. 44).

It was not long before this apostasy gained popularity and power.
As Hurlburt notes: “We name the last generation of the first century, from
68 to 100 A. D., ‘“The Age of Shadows,’ partly because the gloom of perse-
cution was over the church; but more especially because of all periods in the
history, it is the one about which we know the least. We have no lo