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Anyone shopping for a home 
in today’s real estate market 
knows how frustrating it can 
be when you can’t fi nd what 

you want. Some people may decide 
to just buy land to build the home 
they want. This is the niche market for 
Brabec Homes.

Scott and Rob Brabec are brothers 
and third generation builders who 
grew up around here. “We’ve been 
here all our lives,” Scott said. “We 
went to Battle Ground High School. 
We’re local boys.”

The brothers have been building 
custom homes in Southwest 
Washington for 27 years. But you 
won’t see rows of homes built by the 
Brabecs in large developments, nor 
any model or “spec” homes either. 
As a small builder, their designs are 
completely custom and they devote 
their time to only building fi ve or six 
homes per year.

“Our niche market is people who 
want a home designed to fi t them 
and typically have land though we 
do help people fi nd land,” said Scott.

As an experienced design build 
fi rm, the Brabecs take pride in their 
ability to maximize the benefi ts of any 
lot, acreage or view property as well 

as use effi cient design techniques 
and communication during the 
design process to minimize change 
orders, which means saving money 
for their clients.

“The key difference between 
us and our competitors is that 
we start with a budget and work 
backwards, designing their home’s 
size and including amenities to fi t that 
budget,” Scott explains. “Sometimes 
we work with client’s architectural 
plans or a plan they selected off 
the web and then have to be the 
bearer of bad news because the 
fi nished drawings are either too big 
or the amenities too lavish that both 
exceeded the customers budget.

Now, the Brabecs have found 
a system that works. With Rob’s 
engineering background they can 
keep all the design and blueprint 
plans inhouse. Scott says this gives 
them “the inside info.”

“We can refi ne the plan up 
front before actually drawing up 
blueprints,” he said. “Overall, it’s a 
happier experience for everybody.” 
And not only for their clients but also 
for the brothers working together 
as a team. Scott’s says his business 
administration background rounds out 
the expertise they offer their clients.

“I stay inside and Rob stays outside. 
That works well for us,” he said.

A small but interesting submarket 
where the Brabec brothers have 
found another niche are with buyers 
looking for Insulated Concrete Form 
(ICF) homes. Scott Brabec says that 
even though these homes cost about 
10 percent more, they come with a 
wide range of benefi ts.

“ICF buyers usually choose 
these homes for very specifi c 
concerns such as energy effi ciency, 
earthquakes, termites, fi re, or noise 
reduction,” Scott said. Brabec Homes 
has two ICF homes currently under 
construction.

To fi nd out more about the building 
and design services offered 
by Brabec Homes, visit 
www.brabechomes.com

Toll Brothers Fall Festival 
next Saturday.
SEE PAGE F2 for details.

Over 60+ Open Houses 
TODAY!
SEE PAGES F6-F8

Soldera Properties 
Grand Reopening.
SEE PAGE F4 for details.

Homewise Real Estate 
Tips & Advice.
SEE PAGE F9

Quail’s Newest Community 
– Quail Reserve.  
Open Today 12-4.
SEE PAGE F3

THIRD GENERATION BUILDERS
Find Their Niche in the Custom Home Market

Call/Text: 360.607.4100
Terrie@Terriecox.net
USA-Relocate.com

World Ranked Broker
Licensed in WA & OR

YOUR HOUSING NEEDS DESERVE THE CARE OF A SPECIALIST.

I help Buyers & Sellers in ALL price ranges!

Call/Text: 
Terrie@Terriecox.net
USA-Relocate.com

World Ranked Broker
Licensed in WA & OR

SEE WHAT I CAN DO FOR YOU!

Pumpkin Spice & 
Everything Nice
For those of you who know me, I love fall.  
And every year during the dreaded heat wave 
of August I �nd myself dreaming of cool fall 
days, of wearing soft woven scarves and knee 
high boots, and treating myself to my favorite 
fall drink: a pumpkin spice latte (lovingly 

abbreviated “PSL” by its 
fans). I start drinking 

these as soon as they 
hit my local Starbucks 
at the end of each 
summer, but I force 
myself to at least hold 
out until September 
1st to decorate my 

farm home for fall. 
However, that 

doesn’t mean 
I haven’t 

already been shopping 
the fall aisles at my local 
Hobby Lobby far ahead 
of time…But, now 
�nally, the calendar says 
autumn has begun so I 
can o�cially start my 
decorating–yaay!
Speaking of pumpkin 
spice lattes, they have 
become a symbol of 

autumn and represent the change of the season 
from hot and sunny to warm and cozy. In fact, 
the complete essence of the PSL is no longer 
con�ned to a cup, but it spills over into home 
décor in the form of candles and soaps, and into 
kitchens as many yummy treats such as pumpkin 
spice pancakes for breakfast.
For my fall loving friends who want to bring the 
spirit of season inside, I have a few inspired home 
design and décor ideas that provide a taste of the 
trend without getting too pumpkin crazy:

- Ca�einated Color: Spiced Pumpkin paint 
(#PMD-80) by Behr can reinvigorate a desk, 
chair, or frames. It’s an easy way to incorporate a 
cozy color without painting an entire wall.
- Wrap yourself in pumpkin spice: A cable knit 
throw and pillows in rich autumn colors and 
textures is an easy way to change up seasonal 
décor on your sofa.
- Seasonal Cleaning: Pumpkin spice hand soaps 
and cleaning products will leave the scent of crisp 
clean autumn lingering in the air.
And my favorite way to decorate in the fall – my 
front porch!  Cornstalks and pumpkins seem 
to make their way to my porch on their own. 
A bench adorned with pillows the colors of the 
harvest, and vibrant chrysanthemums eases the 
loss of summer blossoms.
Welcome Fall!

Krista
Krista Cunningham 
Advertising & Marketing Guru for  
�e Columbian and Sprout Digital 360-735-4583

Your Way Home Begins Here
columbianhomes.com

Find Your New Home Quickly find your new home with SW Washington’s 
most comprehensive source of home data.

HOMES
columbianhomes.comFOR SALE  FOR RENT  HOME SERV ICES
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Homes priced from the upper $500,000s  

To find a participating community, visit TollBrothers.com/PDX-Fall

*Hours and incentives vary by community. Select communities only. Homes available nationwide. Brokers welcome. O�er, if any, is valid for new buyers who purchase a home in a 
participating community and deposit by 10/13/2019, sign an agreement of sale and close on the home. O�ers, incentives and seller contributions vary by participating 
communities and are subject to certain terms, conditions and restrictions. See sales representative for details. Prices and o�ers subject to change. This is not an o�ering 
where prohibited by law. Listing Broker Toll Brothers Real Estate Inc.

FALL FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12  |  11 AM–4 PM

Join us for a fun-filled day of fall festivities 

at participating Toll Brothers communities 

throughout the Portland area and receive 

limited-time savings on our newly released 

modern farmhouse exterior designs!

PUMPKIN DECORATING

APPLE PRESS 

ARTISANAL S’MORES & POPCORN   

LATTES & HOT CHOCOLATE 

MODEL HOME TOURS  

HARD HAT TOURS
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TRACIE DEMARS 		 REMAX Equity Group
traciedemars@aol.com
360.903.3504

FHA works on this great 1308 sq ft manufactured (with a foundation) home with 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, & dining room/sitting area with a pellet stove. Decks for days for entertaining, or just 
enjoying your 1.22 acres. Detached 832 sq ft heated shop/garage with sink & a 300 sq ft single 
JDUDJH��$ERYH�WKH�VKRS�\RX�ZLOO�DOVR��QG�D�����VT�IW�$'8�ZLWK�D�GXFWOHVV�KHDW�SXPS��3URSHUW\�LV�
IHQFHG�	�KDV�D�FKLFNHQ�FRRS��3OHQW\�RI�URRP�IRU�59�RU�WR\V��������1(�0DWWVRQ�5RDG��%UXVK�3UDLULH

HOCKINSON!  1.22 ACRES WITH  

HEADER DETACHED SHOP & ADU

  $424,900

Rod Wilkinson

360-518-9950
rodwilkinson@johnlscott.com

Salmon Creek Ranch Home

13013 NE 7th Ave, Vancouver

$359,900. Large 8,000+ SF lot. Great neighborhood, 
Great schools & Easy access to I-5 & I-205. 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 1632 SF, 2-car garage. Fire up the grill 
& entertain on the 15x12 patio in your fully fenced 
backyard. Large 20x19 family room with wood burning 
fireplace & wet bar, perfect for hosting big groups. 
Pride of ownership defines this neighborhood & you 
will love the wide streets & large lots. ML# 19640987.

OPEN TODAY 1-4

perfect 
home?

Looking for your

Or check our Sunday Real Estate section!

Find your next Home or 

Realtor in our HomeBook, 

which publishes the last 

Saturday of every month.

 WWW.COLUMBIAN.COM/REALESTATE  

HOMES FOR SALE   

                
    THE COLUMBIAN, MONTH 2017  1

Scott Eversaul, HASSON COMPANY REALTORS

This month’s cover  

home is presented by:

See page 5 for details

BOOKHOME
JULY 2017  VOL. 32 NO. 7 

columbianhomes.com

Clark County’s Real Estate Guide

Holt Homes, Wollam & Associates/ReMax Equity Group

This month’s cover  

home is presented by:

See page 5 for details

BOOK
HOME

SEPTEMBER 2017  VOL. 32 NO. 9 

columbianhomes.com

Clark County’s Real Estate Guide

TO ADVERTISE: Call Krista Cunningham at 360-735-4583 or 
email at: Krista.Cunningham@columbian.com

Your Way Home 
Begins Here

columbianhomes.com

Only 5 left! Beautiful building sites, ready to go. Shared well with 

pump house and all equipment, ready to go, septic approved, PUD 

backbone to property, paved, private road, privacy gate. Mt Hood and 

territorial views, streams and other natural features. Great location, 6 

miles from I-5, 1 mile to the golf course and 7 miles to Lake Merwin.

Prices start at $155,000

2+ ACRE BEAUTIFUL 

BUILDING SITES

170 Junco Lane, Woodland

WOODLAND REAL ESTATE

MARY A. MEEKER maryameeker@gmail.com
 360-936-5797
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find your dream home

TO ADVERTISE: Call Krista Cunningham at 360-735-4583 
or email at: Krista.Cunningham@columbian.com

Your Way Home 
Begins Here

columbianhomes.com

Feels like

HOME

TO ADVERTISE: Call Krista Cunningham at 360-735-4583 
or email at: Krista.Cunningham@columbian.com

Your Way Home 
Begins Here

columbianhomes.com
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A  P R O D U C T  O F  T H E  C O L U M B I A N ’ S  A D V E R T I S I N G  D E P A R T M E N T

HOMEWISE  | REAL ESTATE TIPS AND ADVICE

Create a Reading Space
In our hyper-connected world, taking to time to unplug and take

  a  break from smartphones, monitors and television 

screens is more important than ever.

Many turn to reading for 
pleasure to relieve the 
strain, escape and relax. 
Whether you’re a casual or 
avid reader, creating a 
warm, comfortable space 
in your home to spend 
time with your books can 
be as easy or involved as 
you’d like.

NOOK OR LIBRARY
Once upon a time, as 

many classics might begin, 
homes were designed with 
libraries as a standard fea-
ture. They tended to be 
dark, wood-paneled, men’s 
club spaces, and indeed 
many were just that — 
salons for an after-dinner 
cigar and digestif — and 
not much reading likely 
took place.

Some homes still have 
library spaces, or at least 
rooms that occupy spaces 
that were once reserved for 
libraries but are now used 
primarily for offices. 
Because these rooms are 
mostly located away from 
main living and gathering 

spaces, away from distrac-
tions, they’re the perfect 
place to create your read-
ing space.

If you’re a casual reader, 
you’ll still want a calm, 
quiet space to read, and 
there are likely several 
options to choose from. 
Living rooms are less used 
these days than kitchens, 
dens or great rooms as 
gathering spaces and are a 
logical choice for a reading 
nook and library shelving. 
A smaller bedroom or win-
dow alcove is a cozier 
space, if you have access.

DESIGN, FURNITURE          

AND DECOR
If you opt for a nook, 

pulling that space together 
can be relatively easy. 
You’ll want an area that 
features good natural light, 
a comfortable chair and 
ottoman, a side table for 
books, beverages and 
snacks, and a lamp for 
night reading.

From there, the design 
and decor choices are 

open. Cozy chairs don’t 
necessarily have to be the 
traditional, bookish leather 
wingbacks. Soft, push 
chairs are equally stylish 
and fit easier in small spac-
es. Let the choices reflect 
both your personal style 
and emphasize comfort. 
You might also want to add 
an area rug, shelving or a 
divider to cordon off your 
space for more privacy.

LIBRARIES FOR                

BOOK LOVERS
True bookworms deserve 

a formal library, a reading 
nook on steroids, as it 
were. Most book lovers 
dream of such a space, a 
highly personalized room 
designed to hold and dis-
play a collection along with 
proper, comfortable seat-
ing. As with the book nook, 
your tastes will drive 
design, but there are some 
basics to consider.

Shelving: Avid readers 
who’ve never had a proper 
library have likely kept 
their collection anywhere 

it fits — closets, base-
ments and boxes, after any 
existing shelves are filled. 
In your dream library, it’s 
time to configure roomier 
shelving, units or built-
ins, to house your trea-
sured works.

Seating: Proper seating is 
crucial. The size of your 
space — and if you share it 
with a home office — will 
determine the seating area. 
Because the room is your 
own, there’s no rules. 
Comfort and personal style 
are the order of the day. Go 
big on you primary reading 
chair, whether traditional 
leather or soft fabric. If you 
have the extra room, you 
may want to add a second-
ary chair for guests or a 
small sofa for gatherings.

Lighting: Good lighting 
is essential in your 
library. You’ll want an 
ambient lighting scheme 
that ref lects the warmth 
and style of the room 
overall, with individual 
lamps and fixtures light-

ing bright enough for 
comfortable reading.

Coziness: While this 
term is not an official 
expression of design ele-
ments, a sense of warmth 
is of chief importance in 
your library. Rugs, pil-
lows, perhaps a warm, 
soft blanket add to the 
cozy factor and are all 
traditional accouterments 
of a home library.

Decorations: In addition 
to your books, your library 
will also likely house vari-
ous memorabilia, artwork 
or posters that reflect your 
interests and passions. 
Display them with pride!

Keep all these thoughts 
and ideas in mind when 
designing your library or 
nook, regardless of its con-
figuration or size. After all, 
your library is intended to 
be an oasis where you can 
indulge yourself — even if 
it isn’t like the grand 
library rooms of old.

3 LOCAL OFFICES TO SERVE YOU:  
CLARK COUNTY NW | 10002 NE 13th Ave, Ste 110 | 360-574-1381      COLUMBIA TECH | 1498 SE Tech Center Place, Ste 290 | 360-256-0088      

BATTLE GROUND | 202 E. Main Street | 360-687-4942
©2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® Equal Housing Opportunity.

$405,000  ML# 19691416

•  Across from High School, access path to new middle 
school & sports complex.

•  The Concord plan boasts 5 generous sized bedrooms, 
3 baths, den, great room family area, granite counters, 
stainless appliances & wood floors on the main.

•  Covered extended patio, large overflow building adds to 
additional storage throughout & a fenced back yard.

•  This 2 year old home is in perfect condition and is priced 
many $$’s lower than new construction

ROGER CRANDALL 360-921-1987

Better Than New & Priced Accordingly!

$750,000 ML# 19319982

•  Views From Almost Every Room In This One Level 
Condo! Located On The 5th floor of the Columbia 
Bank Bldg.

•  Open Floor Plan W/ Several Upgrades: Engineered 
Wood Floors, Granite Gourmet Kitchen W/ SS 
Appliances, Gas Range, Pantry & Sub-Zero Refrigerator.

•  Custom Lighting & High Baseboards. Living Room 
W/Gas Fireplace, Master Suite W/ Dual Sinks, Tub & 
Shower,Large Walk-In Closet. 

•  Close To The New Riverwalk & Downtown!

ANNETTE CHAPMAN 360-921-0924

5th Floor Condo with Beautiful City & River Views!

$350,000  ML# 19205433

•  3 Bed / 2.5 Bath / 1,650 SF.

•  Great central location in established east side.

•  New roof 2015, newer heat pump, fresh paint 
inside and new carpet.

•  Covered patio and bountiful fruit trees.

•  RV parking and completely fenced backyard.

•  1 yr home warranty included

•  Well maintained home ready for your own 
personal touches.

LINDSAY LANGLEY 360-624-4310

15405 NE 12th Way, Vancouver

OPEN

TODAY 11
-2
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