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 COLUMBUS CITY SCHOOLS: INTRODUCITON TO GRADES 6-12 ENLGISH LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULUM AND WRITNG PORTFOLIO REQUIREMENTS  

Ohio’s Learning Standards provide an integrated model of literacy. The standards were not designed to be used as a linear checklist and should not be taught in 
isolation. Effective teaching of the Reading, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language Standards means integrating the ELA Standards into instructional tasks. The 
Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language Standards are naturally integrated into any authentic Reading task. Writing tasks require students to access complex 
texts with varied vocabulary. Research and media skills are blended into the Standards. The resources provided by the 6-12 ELA Curriculum Office are designed to 
help teachers see the connectedness of the Standards and allow them to create integrated lessons aimed at student literacy through mastery of the Standards. All 
resources noted below can be found on the ELA 6-12 Curriculum Webpage at  https://www.ccsoh.us/English6-12. 

 
 

OHIO’S LEARNING STANDARDS & 

CLEAR LEARNING TARGETS 

THE CURRICULUM  ACCESSS TO TEXTS & TOOLS 

 

WRITING-DIGITAL PORTFOLIOS, 
PROMPTS, RUBRICS, AND MORE 

The English Language Arts (ELA) teacher 
must craft units and lessons based on 
student mastery of Ohio’s Learning 
Standards. The Standards MUST drive 
teaching and learning. CCS has provided an 
unpacked version of Ohio’s Learning 
Standards called Clear Learning Targets. 
These include connections to Vocabulary, 
Career Education, Standard Appendices, 
and Ohio’s Model Curriculum. Use the 
Ohio's Learning Standards & Clear 
Learning Targets Quick Link on the CCS 
ELA 6-12 Webpage to access the Ohio’s 
Learning Standards & Clear Learning 
Targets Page. 
 

 

On the CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage, you will 
find these two Quick Links:  Curriculum 
Resources 6-8  and Curriculum 
Resources 9-12. The new CCS 
Curriculum Maps on these pages for 
each grade level should be followed to 
assure consistency across our courses. 
Newer CCS Teacher Resources for 
Adopted Novels, older Common Core 
Units, and  Vetted Non-CCS Curriculum 
Guides are available here for you to 
have choices in content for meeting the 
Curriculum Map requirements. The 
units/lessons you build must follow the 
new CCS Curriculum Maps and should be 
used as a tools to increase student 
mastery of Ohio’s Learning Standards.  

Visit the Text & Novel Access  Quick Link on 
the CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage for adopted and 
supplements texts/tools/novels lists. 
 

Adopted Textbooks and Warehouse Novels: 
Request these from your building’s book 
person. To access to the textbooks online 
follow these instructions.  
Supplementary Novels, Texts, Tools: Class sets 
of novels are available for checkout from the 6-
12 Curriculum Office and varied titles are 
available in each building’s bookroom or 
English/ELA bookroom. CommonLit, Mini-Qs, 
Achieve3000, Units of Study, TeachingBooks, 
SpringBoard, & Progress to Success allow 
access to thousands of texts and Standard-
aligned lessons/questions. See your online 
grade-level Curriculum Pages or Curriculum 
Maps for specifics: Curriculum Resources 6-
8  and Curriculum Resources 9-12. 

CCS requires students in Grades 6-12 to keep 
electronic portfolios of their writings through 
Google (a student-specified Google Folder). 
Each year, students should add around 12 short 
and six (MS) to eight (HS) longer writings to the 
portfolio, and formally reflect upon their 
writing growth. The types of writings center on 
argument, informative, and narrative types 
with varying blends and modes of discourse 
such as analysis, synthesis, problem-solution, 
comparison, evaluation, and description. The 
next few pages of this document will provide a 
thorough, detailed description of the portfolio 
requirements. Literacy Design Collaborative 
provides several tools/rubrics for writing. Some 
of those tools are detailed on successive pages 
and more can be found at the ELA Strand 
Resources Quick Link on the  CCS ELA 6-12 

Webpage. You will also find ODE Rubrics at the 
same link. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS SNAPSHOT OF SUCCESSFUL 
CLASSROOM 

ACCESSS TO LITERACY INTERVENTIONS 
AND NEW LITERACY TOOLS 

ASSESSMENTS 

There are currently over 50 English courses 
at the Middle School level and almost 90 
English courses at the High School level. 
Those include English electives and English 
classes for special populations, such as 
Gifted and Talented. Descriptions for these 
courses can be found on the CCS ELA 6-12 
Webpage, at the Course Descriptions 

 Quick Link.   

Successful ELA classrooms are student-
centered and students read, write, and 
discuss every day. Students actively 
engage in their own learning and are 
cognizant of Ohio’s Learning Standards 
and their mastery of them. There is 
movement and student choice in the 
classroom. There are protocols and data. 
Teachers and students are responsive to 
formative data. Click HERE and HERE for 
some best classroom practices.  

Achieve3000.com is the tool selected to be 
used in College and Career Ready Courses at all 
middle schools and some elementary & high 
schools for struggling readers. All high schools 
have access to Progress to Success books that 
break-down complex text into smaller readings 
with close reading protocols for struggling 
readers and may be used in the varying ways 
per school decision. Students and Teachers 
Achieve3000 through CLEVER. Visit HERE for 
video tutorials for Progress to Success, also 
available on Curriculum Resources 9-12  page. 

Students need to be assessed both 
formatively and summatively within the 
classroom. ELA teachers must craft their 
assessments around Ohio’s Learning 
Standards to accurately assess student 
growth. MAP/NWEA, LevelSet, Reading 
Inventory, AIR, ACT, PSAT, and SAT are the 
standardized assessments used by the 
district/state. Use the Standardized Testing 
Quick Link on the CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage for 
multiple resources.  
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Writing Curriculum Resources and Digital Portfolio Requirements 

The purpose of the Writing Portfolio Curriculum Resources is to support writing instruction and to ensure an integrated, balanced, and complete 
writing program for students. Throughout a student’s time with CCS, the CCS Digital Writing Portfolio will continue to grow and evolve as the 
student’s ability does, so that by the end of his/her time with CCS, the student can see the evolution of his/her writing over his/her tenure. By 
implementing a digital portfolio, the portfolio becomes a working portfolio housing all of a student’s work rather than a showcase portfolio 
containing only a few polished pieces.  
 

Writing should be integrated throughout ELA instruction, and not treated as an isolated activity. Students should be writing each day/week, not 
just producing one main writing per quarter. Although not every writing needs to be added to their portfolio as some writings may be done in 
writing notebooks, students should get into the habit of putting all of their electronic writings into their CCS Digital Writing Portfolio.  Routinely 
(daily/weekly), students should add to their CCS Digital Writing Portfolio. Per the CCS Curriculum Maps, students in Grades 6-8 will produce 6 
LONGER WRITINGS WITH EXPLICIT TEACHING/MENTORS  (1 every 6 weeks; 2-10 pages; requires more than one sitting), 12 SHORTER WRITINGS 
(1 every 3 weeks; less than 250 words; usually one sitting), and NUMEROUS DAILY/WEEKLY RESPONSE WRITINGS NUMEROUS DAILY/WEEKLY 
RESPONSE WRITINGS. Students in Grades 9-10 will produce 8 LONGER WRITINGS WITH EXPLICIT TEACHING/MENTORS (1 per month; 2-10 pages; 
requires more than one sitting), 12 SHORTER WRITINGS (1 every 3 weeks; less than 250 words; usually one sitting), and NUMEROUS 
DAILY/WEEKLY RESPONSE WRITINGS NUMEROUS DAILY/WEEKLY RESPONSE WRITINGS.  Students in Grades 11-12 will produce 9 LONGER 
WRITINGS WITH EXPLICIT TEACHING/MENTORS (1 per month; 2-10 pages; requires more than one sitting), 14 SHORTER WRITINGS  (1 every 2 
weeks; less than 250 words; one sitting), and NUMEROUS DAILY/WEEKLY RESPONSE WRITINGS NUMEROUS DAILY/WEEKLY RESPONSE 
WRITINGS.  Expectations will vary based on ability levels, but a shorter piece could be anything created quickly, in a single sitting, up to 250 words. 
Short writing examples could include a concise paragraph or two, blogs, reviews, captions, directions, procedures, or micro-fiction. Longer writing 
pieces could be those that are more involved, require multiple edits, significant research, and/or are intended to provide a reader with more 
specific fine-grained detail relevant to a prompt. The portfolio can also house all writings, regardless of length or completion, including many 
writing-to-learn or think activities and daily journals or responses. Students may also upload pictures of completed handwritten writings to their 
portfolios. The goal of the CCS Digital Writing Portfolio writings supports quality writing instruction that helps prepare students to be college-and-
career-ready and offers students a way to evaluate their growth as writers. 
 

Successful writing is not solely academic, but is also focused on clear communication to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes. Real-world 
writing takes on many forms. In order to be successful, students should receive guided practice and clear, concise, timely feedback on a myriad of 
writing types, both short and long over differing timeframes. Teachers should use the Curriculum Maps for their grade level(s) as to number and 
length of writings per year. Each new Teacher Resource for adopted novels contains at least 9 writing prompts that teachers may use. Writing 
prompts/stems from AIR assessments and Literacy Design Collaborative are available on the ELA Strand Resources page under “Writing Resources.” 
Writing prompts need not be tied to the specific readings at each grade level found in the older Common Core curriculum units. Writing types are 
also not necessarily specified by quarter. The older, Common Core curriculum units which are organized by grade level, text, and writing type with 
suggested writing prompts based on readings, can still serve as a guides, however, the selection and scheduling of writing types and creation of 
writing prompts should be contingent on mastering the Clear Learning Targets for that grade level, the progress of students toward those targets, 
and the alignment of the prompt with the Standard being assessed. The sequence of the older Common Core curriculum units found on these CCS 
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ELA 6-12 Webpage Quick Links:  Curriculum Resources 6-8  and Curriculum Resources 9-12 are NOT meant to be prescriptive as they were in past 
years, but serve as a means of organization and to help developing teachers see examples of text-writing pairings.  

The CCS Digital Writing Portfolio 
 

Columbus City Schools implements a Google Suite of apps across the district. Each student with a CCS ID number has a corresponding Google 
account that gives access to Google Drive as well as various apps, including Docs, Slides, Forms, and Sheets.  The CCS Digital Writing Portfolio for 
each student will be stored in the CCS Google Drive. Once logged in, students can create a CCS Digital Writing Portfolio folder for their academic 
year or career, nested folders for each class, and quarter or project folders for each class. Although Google’s search feature will allow students to 
quickly find a specific file, orderly structure and naming conventions will ease this process, especially for younger students. For example, having the 
students name their CCS Electronic Writing Portfolio StudentName_CCSWritingPortfolio would make a uniform coding for the student folders. Using 
a format such as YYYYMMDD_Filename for each file incorporates the date a file was created in the file name and helps with organization. The 
student files will organize chronologically by year, then month, and date.  Once created within a folder, files will auto-save to the student’s Drive as 
they are edited, capturing student progress as it occurs. This makes it easy for students to continually have access to their writings for editing and 
sharing without the need for an external drive. In order for teachers to gain access to students’ work, students must share access to their folders 
with their teachers. Once the folder is shared, teachers can access, open, comment, suggest edits, edit, and assess all student work in that folder 
from any Internet-connected device.  There is no longer a need to physically submit, transfer, or transport student writing. Additional information 
on folder sharing can be found at the Google Drive Help Center. 

CCS resources such as classroom Thin Clients, Computer Labs, Laptop Carts, iPads, Chromebooks, or other devices will all allow students access to 
their CCS Google Drive files. Students can create, edit, and submit work to their CCS Electronic Writing Portfolio using any Internet-connected 
device. Additionally, students can download apps for their own devices that will allow them to work and edit offline and then sync their updated 
document once they reconnect to a network. For further instructions on how to access documents offline on a variety of devices, click here. 

As long as a student is enrolled in CCS, his/her Google Drive containing his/her CCS Digital Writing Portfolio folder is linked to his/her student ID 
number.  As students progress within a building, across buildings, or if the students move buildings mid-year, the portfolio and collection of work 
move with the student. The work is tied to the student’s login. Following graduation from CCS, or if a student officially withdraws or leaves the 
district, the student’s CCS ID will become inactive. If the student’s ID is inactive, the student will no longer have access to the district-supported 
Drive or their digital portfolio from any device. 

CCS Digital Writing Portfolio Yearly Reflection 

At the end of each year, students are asked to reflect on the writings in their electronic portfolios by filling out the Student Reflection Sheet, found 
on these CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage Quick Links: Curriculum Resources 6-8  and Curriculum Resources 9-12. The reflection sheet can be filled out 
electronically and kept in the students’ portfolios.  

Google Classroom Option 

As another option, teachers and students can link work directly with one another using Google Classroom.  Google Classroom offers a streamlined 
way for teachers and students to connect with one another and share files. Using a district login for Google, teachers may create classroom shells 
for each of their classes. Within each class shell, there is a code students use to join that class. Once a student joins the class, a folder is created in 
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the student’s Drive that both the teacher and student can access – the sharing permissions are predetermined. Additionally, the Google Classroom 
shell can be used as a course management tool where a teacher can set up classroom discussions, surveys, and share files. Additional help with 
Google suite features, including tutorials and tips can be found at the Google Learning Center.  
 

Writers Workshop 
 

CCS strongly encourages the implementation of a Writers Workshop model for routine writing instruction. Within the Writers Workshop model, the 
teacher models specific, targeted skills related to the Standard being assessed in a short mini-lesson using exemplar writings and/or mentor texts, 
which can be taken from the students’/class’s current reading for seamless integration. The students, then, create text that showcases the genre or 
skill showcased by the teacher. The teacher circulates and guides, conferencing with students on the specific skill. In this manner, conferences are 
kept short and focused on the specific skill being developed. The teacher also gains immediate insight into each writer’s process and progress 
relative to the Standard. Within a Writers Workshop model, students may write on a wide variety of high-interest topics, which can be student-
selected. The teacher is also encouraged to write during this time. True to more professional workshops, each session ends with a sharing of work. 
Because the teacher has seen a good sampling of student work throughout the class time, and may have created his or her own example, students 
will have a good sample of successful implementation of the targeted skill. Emerging student writers will be able to consistently build their work 
incrementally through a targeted refinement of individual skills.  

NOTE: Each middle school and 6th grade class at elementary buildings has two sets of Units of Study Writing which have pre-made workshops on 
the three types of writing in Ohio’s Learning Standards. Guidance on implementing a Writers Workshop model and tutorials for Units of Study 
Writing are available in this Google Folder. Each high school has copies of Springboard Close Reading and Writing Workshop workbooks for Grades 
9 & 10 (purchased SY2019-20), 11 (purchased SY2018-19), and 12 (purchased SY2017-18) with pre-made workshops for use in English classrooms.  

 

Writing Prompts and Rubrics 
 

In order to support teachers’ efforts to integrate long and short writings continuously throughout the school year, Columbus City Schools offers 
various aids to assist and guide teachers in developing and implementing cohesive writing instruction. On the ELA Strand Resources (Writing 
Section) Quick Link on the CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage, there are guides from Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) for creating succinct, Standard-based 
writing prompts in the LDC 2.0,  LDC 3.0 , LDC 3.0 Update, and LDC Big Bank task documents. There are also items to aid in the writing process 
such as graphic organizers, writing acronyms, model writing samples, rubrics, and various lesson and activity ideas such as the 11-minute essay 
and novel-writing month units from Office of Letters and Light. 

Literacy Design Collaborative Rubrics 

-CCS has adopted the Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) Rubrics to evaluate narrative, argumentative, and informative/explanatory student 
work. There are links to these rubrics (Writing Rubric LDC Argument 6-8 PDF, Writing Rubric LDC Argument 6-8 DOC, Writing Rubric LDC Argument 9-12 PDF, Writing 

Rubric LDC Argument 9-12 DOC, Writing Rubric LDC Info/Explanatory 6-8 PDF, Writing Rubric LDC Info/Explanatory 6-8 DOC, Writing Rubric LDC Info/Explanatory 9-12 PDF, 

Writing Rubric LDC Info/Explanatory 9-12 DOC, Writing Rubric LDC Narrative) on the ELA Strand Resources (Writing Section) Quick Link on the CCS ELA 6-12 
Webpage, to meet the needs of teachers and students. Additional information, including sample curricula, resources, and other online supports 
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are available from their website, LDC.org. Click on “LDC CoreTools login” or https://coretools.ldc.org/resources to find the task templates and 
rubrics.  
 

Ohio’s State Assessment Rubrics/ American Institutes for Research (AIR) 

-The Ohio Department of Education rubrics for argument and informational writing can be found on the ELA Strand Resources (Writing Section) 
and Standardized Testing Quick Links and on the CCS ELA 6-12 Webpage. These are the rubrics used to score Ohio’s State Tests (AIR). The AIR 
assessment measures a student’s achievement in reading informational text, reading literary text, and writing. Columbus City Schools’ Writing 
Curriculum strives to incorporate various text-based writing, including writings that identify and analyze specific aspects of texts, provide grade-
level appropriate complex texts, and compare similar and contrasting texts in order to thoroughly prepare students for the requirements of the 
assessments, as well as the writing and communication needs they will use post-graduation. The resources at the Standardized Testing Quick 
Link includes test-specific resources as well as sample test items, text-based problems of the day, performance descriptors, success rubrics, and 
test blueprints related to the AIR test. On the each of the Clear Learning Targets documents there is an AIR question prompt to help teachers 
mirror AIR-like questioning to more clearly assess the Standard. Here are links to the ODE Rubrics:                                                                               
Writing Rubric Guide for AIR Tests 
Writing Rubric ODE Argument 6-12 
Writing Rubric ODE Argument 6-12 Student Friendly 
Writing Rubric ODE Informative/Explanatory 6-12 
Writing Rubric ODE Informative/Explanatory 6-12 Student Friendly 
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CCS Google Login Cheat Sheet 
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