


Georgia Appleseed is helping parents and schools create productive learning climates 
that keep kids in class and out of the school-to-prison pipeline.

Georgia Appleseed’s landmark study of effective student discipline revealed that many 
Georgia public schools have inordinately high out-of-school suspension rates for minor 
infractions, often pushing children out of the classroom and into the courtroom.   

One way to keep kids in class is to create a school environment that supports productive 
learning and reinforces positive behaviors.  Georgia Appleseed is working in Bibb and 
Muscogee Counties to gauge the success of school climate change and other strategies 
in driving down the numbers of kids suspended from school, while improving behavior, 
academics and teacher morale.

Information is an important tool in bringing about change.  So, Georgia Appleseed 
created its Keeping Kids in Class Toolkit, providing easy-to-access and easy-to-understand 

data on the out-of-school suspension rates for every public 
school in Georgia.  The Toolkit is helping parents understand 
the problem so they can work strategically with school 
leaders to keep kids in class and out of court. 

Pro Bono Partners: Ernst & Young, 
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP  
and Troutman Sanders LLP 

On-Ramp to the Future 

GaAppleseed.org/Toolkit 
VIEWS NOVEMBER 2013 - 
JUNE 2014  

6,148
TOTAL VIEWS

3,904
UNIQUE USERS



We are helping low-income owners of heirs property to unlock the economic potential of 
their land for the benefit of their families and communities.

In FY14, Georgia Appleseed launched a new effort with the USDA, McIntosh SEED and 
Ben Hill County to connect pro bono corporate and probate attorneys with low and 
moderate income farmers and help them create new rural enterprises.  Georgia Appleseed 
volunteers assist the farmers in creating the legal framework they need to develop new 
agribusiness, with crops like olives, pomegranates and Miscanthus and livestock such as 
meat goats.

Then the attorney volunteers help 
protect these new businesses 
through wills and advanced 
directives for health care.

Pro Bono Partner: DLA Piper

Yielding Returns from Heirs Property  

ESTIMATED FAIR MARKET VALUE OF HEIRS  
PROPERTY IN FIVE GEORGIA COUNTIES (CHATHAM,  
CHATTOOGA, DOUGHERTY, EVANS, MCINTOSH)$58,649,195



We are helping foster kids know their rights and achieve educational stability. 

Foster kids can face an educational roller-coaster of multiple school placements, lost 
individualized education plans and delayed enrollment.  All undermine academic stability 
and contribute to a dismal 15% high school graduation rate for foster children. 

Georgia Appleseed established a pilot program to train lay Education Advocates.  Working 
in partnership with Families First and Georgia CASA, these volunteers are on the front line, 
present in juvenile court and other settings to protect the individual educational needs and 
progress of a child in care.  

To help foster parents and children access all 
the services to which they are entitled, Georgia 
Appleseed created reader-friendly reference 
cards for thousands of foster families outlining 
their rights and benefits under the law.

Pro Bono Partner: King & Spalding LLP

Removing Roadblocks for Foster Kids 

NUMBER OF FOSTER KIDS WHO WILL BENEFIT FROM  
“ALL ABOUT YOU…A GEORGIA FOSTER CHILD’S RIGHTS  
AND BENEFITS” EASY-TO-READ REFERENCE CARDS 7,800
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Suspending a child from school for a minor infraction rarely improves behavior, but can 
set the stage for school failure.  Under Georgia law, a student facing an out-of-school 
suspension of more than ten days is entitled to a disciplinary hearing, called a tribunal.  
Students rarely have a lawyer at the hearing to protect their right to due process or to 
negotiate more effective discipline that keeps kids in class.

A new Georgia Appleseed report examines school 
tribunal hearings and recommends changes to 
ensure justice and fairness.

Stepping up to help, Georgia Appleseed Young 
Professionals Council (YPC) created a training 
course that prepares non-education attorney 
volunteers to represent students in school 
hearings.  

Bringing our projects full circle, Georgia 
Appleseed learned that foster kids facing a tribunal often attend the hearing alone.   
If suspended from school, many lose their home placement when a foster parent cannot 
provide supervision during suspension.  Changing placement means having to move to  
a new school…again.

To minimize this outcome, Georgia Appleseed teamed with the 
Office of the Child Advocate (OCA) and Fulton County DFCS.  
Now, attorneys trained by YPC can join a list of volunteers ready 
to answer the call when a foster child faces a school tribunal.  

Pro Bono Partner: Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP

The Road to Due Process



FY14 Financial Overview

Revenues and Support
n Contributions and Grants   $641,311

n Contributed Services $667,294

n Contributed Facilities  $17,148

n Fundraising and Events  $104,642

Total  Revenues  
and Support  $1,430,395

Expenses
n Program  $1,149,942

n General and Administrative  $101,355

n Fundraising  $137,790

Total Expenses  $1,389,087

45%

83%

7%

10%

47%

7%

VALUE OF SERVICES DONATED  
BY PRO BONO VOLUNTEERS   

NUMBER OF VOLUNTEERS
300640,000

July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014

1%

Increased Total Net Assets $41,308



Our Supporters
Visionary ($50,000+)
Columbus Office of Crime Prevention
Joseph B. Whitehead Foundation
R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation, Inc.
The Sapelo Foundation

Pillar ($25,000-$49,999) 
Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation
The Community Foundation for  
 Greater Atlanta 
Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP      
King & Spalding LLP
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP

Leader ($15,000-$24,999)
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.

Sustainer ($10,000-$14,999)
Alston & Bird LLP
The Knight Fund at the Community  
 Foundation of  Chattahoochee Valley, Inc.
Elizabeth V. Tanis
Harland Charitable Foundation
The Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
Southern Company
Troutman Sanders LLP
The UPS Foundation

Platinum ($7,500-$9,999)
AT&T
Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
Pope, McGlamry, Kilpatrick,  Morrison 
  & Norwood, P.C.

Gold ($5,000-$7,499) 
Beth-Anne Flynn
Steve and Henny Clay 
Colony Bank of Fitzgerald
Community Bank of Fitzgerald
Deloitte
DLA Piper
Robert Gallagher 
Joe Loveland
McKenna Long & Aldridge Foundation
PwC
The Rich Foundation, Inc.
The Honorable Wendy Shoob  
 and Walter Jospin; Paul Hastings LLP
Synovus Foundation

Silver ($2,500-$4,999)
Jeff and Nancy Bramlett
Brooks, McGinnis & Company, LLC
Ernst & Young
John and Lisa Fleming

Sharon and Ben Hill
Ron Raider
Taylor English Duma LLP

Bronze ($1,000-$2,499) 
Virginia and Derek Adams
Alvarez & Marsal
Neal and Sharon Berinhout
Mary and Chip Benton
Brad and Kay Bryant
Mary Jane Stewart and Chuck Cantey 
Carlton Fields Jorden Burt
The Catherine H. and John H.  
 Crawford III Family Foundation
Taylor and John Daly
Doffermyre Shields Canfield &   
 Knowles, LLC
Margo and Larry Gold
Hunton & Williams LLP
Huseby, Inc.
Janis Nelson
Jones Day
Cheryl and Sam Kaywood, Jr.
Kent Mast 
Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak &  
 Stewart, P.C.
Dr. Portia Shields 
Neil Shorthouse
Richard Sinkfield 
Schiff Hardin LLP
David and Letta Sneed 
Wade (Trip) and The Honorable  
 Teresa Tomlinson
The Honorable Ronit Walker and  
 Matt Bronfman
Woodhouse LLC

Friend ($500-$999)
D. Pearson  Beardsley
Elizabeth Murry Chadwick  
  (In honor of Jim Murry)
Pamela Couch
Andrew Fisher (In honor of Jeff Bramlett) 
Chuck Clay
The Honorable Victoria Darrisaw
Maureen Del Duca
Bertis and Katherine Downs 
Michael J. Egan (In honor of Joe Loveland) 
Jeff and Shari Firestone
Eric Fisher
Daisy and Tim Floyd
Paula Frederick 
The Goddard School (Midtown)

Golden Holley James LLP
Robert E. James II 
Keegan Law Firm, LLC 
The Honorable Beverly B. Martin
The Honorable David Nahmias
The Honorable Herbert E. Phipps 
Planters First Bank
Jill Pryor
Patricia and Tom Roberts
Rob and Marie Rhodes
David Russell 
Leslie Turner
Joshua Williams
Lauren Zeldin

Supporter ($200-$499)
Alison Ballard
Sam Brannen Jr.   
 (In memory of Sam L. Brannen) 
Brian Gordon
Amanda Lavery 
David Leonard
Monique McDowell
John and Marcia McRae
Rachel Platt
Stephen Riddell
Charity Scott
John and Catherine Spillman
W. Brooks Stillwell
Wells Fargo Bank, NA  
 (In honor of Larry Gold) 

Donor ($1-$199)
Peter Anderson
David Baker
William Baggett Jr.
Brett Bartel 
Gregory Bellati
Sonia and Timothy Bell-Nichols
The Honorable Wenona Belton
William Boice
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP
Theresa Brower
Jody Brown
Ross Burris III
The Honorable Jason Carter
Thomas Cox
Russell Dunlap
Marc Effron
Marty Ellin
Jason Esteves
ETrade Financial Corporation
Linda Fox 
Craig Friedman 
Laverne Lewis Gaskins
James Gibson

Margo and Larry Gold 
 (In memory of Mr. Gary McKinney)
Tanya Hairston-Whitner
Jay and Anita Hakes
Stephanie Hamm
Jacob Harcrow
Shawntel Hebert
Dustin Heslep
John D. Hopkins and Laurie E. House
Amanda Hyland
Kimberly Jones
Ramsey Knowles
Scott Lange
Raymond Lindholm
Terra Martin
Shunta McBride
Matthew McGrath
Elizabeth McKee
Sheri Labovitz
Lynn Olmert
Craig Pendergrast
Cary Rodin and Evelyn Sacks
David Rosenberg
Michael Eric Ross
Lucas Smith
Adam Sparks
Michelle Stumpe
Joseph Sullivan
Eric Tanenbaum
Seth Trimble
Nicki Vaughan
Melanie Velez 
Skip Weiland
Andi Warner
Renee Weese
Seth Wiersma
Tanya Patricia Willis
Sam Zeigler

In-Kind Support

Good Thinking Atlanta

Triad Consulting

Pope McGlamry Kilpatrick Morrison  
& Norwood, P.C. for the donation of  
Columbus area office space.

The Wright Legal Group LLP for  
the donation of Columbus area  
office space.

Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP  
for the donation of Atlanta office space  
and support of our work.

July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014



FY14 Board of Directors Staff

Georgia Appleseed Center  
for Law & Justice

1100 Peachtree Street, Suite 2800 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309-4530

(404) 685-6750 

Columbus, Georgia Office
(706) 341-1822

www.GaAppleseed.org 

Patricia (Pat) Roberts
Board Chair
Vice President and 
Associate General 
Counsel, Southern 
Company (Atlanta)

Elizabeth (Beth) Vranicar Tanis
Immediate Past Board Chair
King & Spalding LLP (Atlanta)

Virginia Adams
Ernst & Young (Atlanta)

Mary Benton
Alston & Bird LLP (Atlanta)

Neal Berinhout
Associate General Counsel,  
AT&T Mobility (Atlanta)

Jeffrey O. Bramlett
Bondurant Mixson & Elmore LLP 
(Atlanta)

William Bradley (Brad) Bryant
REACH Georgia (Atlanta)

A. Stephens (Steve) Clay
Founding Board Chair 
Kilpatrick Townsend &  
Stockton LLP (Atlanta)

Charles (Chuck) C. Clay
Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough LLP (Atlanta)

Taylor Daly
Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough LLP (Atlanta)

The Honorable  
Victoria Darrisaw
State Court of Dougherty 
County (Albany)

Robert (Bob) Edwards
Troutman Sanders LLP  
(Atlanta)

Jeff Firestone
UPS (Atlanta)

Eric Fisher
Young Professionals Council 
President
Taylor English Duma LLP  
(Atlanta)

John H. Fleming
Sutherland (Atlanta)

Daisy Hurst Floyd
Dean and University Professor  
of Law and Ethical Formation, 
Mercer University School of Law 
(Macon)

Paula Frederick
General Counsel, State Bar  
of Georgia (Atlanta)

Robert Gallagher
PwC (Atlanta)

Laverne Lewis Gaskins
University Attorney,  
Valdosta State University 
(Valdosta)

Brian Gordon
DLA Piper (Atlanta)

Sharon N. Hill
Executive Director,  
Georgia Appleseed (Atlanta)

Robert E. James, II
Golden Holley James LLP  
(Atlanta)

L. Joseph (Joe) Loveland 
Past Board Chair
King & Spalding LLP 
(Atlanta)

Kent E. Mast*
General Counsel, Equifax, Inc. 

Mike McGlamry
Pope, McGlamry, Kilpatrick, 
Morrison & Norwood PC  
(Atlanta)

Judy O’Brien
Sutherland (Atlanta)

The Honorable 
Herbert E. Phipps
Court of Appeals of Georgia 
(Albany)

Neil Shorthouse
Communities in Schools 
(Atlanta)

David Sneed
Gulfstream Aerospace 
Corporation (Savannah)

Wade (Trip) H. Tomlinson, III
Pope, McGlamry, Kilpatrick, 
Morrison & Norwood PC 
(Columbus)

David Wallis
Deloitte (Atlanta)

*We remember with appreciation 
and respect our friend and 
colleague, Kent Mast, who passed 
away on April 24, 2014.

Sharon N. Hill
Executive Director

Margo Gold
Director of Development  
and Communications

Sarah Malis
Development Assistant 

Tremaine (Teddy) Reese
Director of Community  
Operations and Affairs

Robert (Rob) Rhodes
Director of Projects

Patsy White
Program Manager

Georgia Appleseed is a 501(c)3.   
All contributions are tax deductible to 

the extent allowed by law.  


