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This year ODDO, the Open Door Octopus, 
figured that if we took a week off to tie-dye, 

we’d all be a bit more bonded. So that’s 
exactly what we did! 

PERSONAL 

IMAGE & SELF-

DIRECTION

We’re Wearing Rainbows!
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Thanks, ODDO! A whole week devoted to making

ourselves rainbows was a great idea! 

Brooke S. captured the 
sun perfectly!

Kyle VH. said, “I want to 
make my shirt stand out.”

Denise M. said she brought 
her own gloves to make sure 

“we do this right.” 

Timmy G. ties his shirt 
like a pro!

Steve S. gives tie-dye week a groovy 
2 thumbs up!

Kenny S. said he wanted to “make 
art” and thought that dyeing a river 

pattern would be cool.



PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS

3

LET’S ALL GO TO THE MOVIES… 
QUARANTINE EDITION!

With all the changes that have been going on for our activities program, the thing clients at Open Door were missing most 
was going to the movie theater to see their favorite stars emblazoned on the big screen. We wanted to make this request 
happen for our cinema-loving residents, so we set up an indoor theater at our East Workshop. 

The clients have been treated to the full experience of the big screen, a projector and surround sound, coupled with fresh-
made popcorn, pop and snacks. And this is no microwave popcorn! It was imperative that we get the best of the best for 
our moviegoers, so we utilized a popcorn machine to make the freshest of the fresh. 

Everyone got to vote for which movie was most popular in each house, along with their favorite beverage and candy to go 
along with it. Ash House and Maple House have enjoyed the Open Door movie theater experience with a couple of their 
favorite movies. Greg S. said, “The screen was big! I liked the M&Ms.” Clearly, Greg S. is more of a fan of snacks than the 
chosen movie, but M&Ms will sweeten any deal!

We also set up a virtual bingo game so that some of our community clients could join in on the fun. It was great fun to see 
their smiling faces up on the big screen to visit with the folks at Rose House while joining in on a good ol’ game of bingo.

Pat S. from Rose says, “We got to pick a prize after we won bingo, so getting jewelry was my favorite part. I got to see 
Lori and Marcy and Virginia’s people too!” It was more like ‘blingo’ than bingo with all the great prizes won, and nobody 
left empty-handed.

These great experiences are all because of donations from people like YOU! We are able 
to come up with creative solutions to client wants and needs, ultimately giving them the 
huge relief of just being able to see friends and play games, distracting them even for 
a brief moment from the global pandemic. We may not be able to get out there 
into the community, but we are doing our darnedest to bring experiences of the 
community to Open Door and/or at least bring 
joy to the clients’ faces.

Becky helping Paula H and Stephanie K with their Bingo boards



FUN & 

RECREATION

Glenn E., Dean S. 
& John G. relaxing 
on the front porch, 

rocking to the music and 
wearing a stylish face 
mask before diving into 

their custard!
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HERE COMES: The Ice Cream Express!

Here’s a big shout-out and a very special thank-you to our good friends from Meadowvale, Inc.,
Andy’s Custard and to all of our supporters who make Open Door a happier place to be!!!

Rita P. representing 
“Open Door Strong” 
Ice Cream Express 
while a shark cheers 

on the crowd!

Julie O. & Tim 
G. enjoying every 

mouthwatering scoop 
of their frozen 

custard! Yummy in 
the tummy!

Open Door’s second parade during this pandemic:
The Ice Cream Express was inspired by a very generous donation from 

Meadowvale, Inc. and Andy’s Frozen Custard.

“Open Door Strong,” 
Toni J. says it all 
with that dedicated 
look of Open Door 
Pride on her face.
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RECREATION

Meet the Open Door 
Staff Dance team! 

Yes, we rock a great 
team! A pizza, a lime 

and even a shark 
were all there to 

bust a move!
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Staff and friends lined up in a convoy equipped with a cooler 
of tasty custard and yummy Italian ices. The Express stopped 
at each group home, surprising them with refreshing treats, 

awesome music and a great dance party! 

Evelyn S., Michelle B., 
Brooke S. and Laurie P. 
hear the music cheerfully 
coming from the line of 

cars, wondering... what is 
the music for? Surprise! 
Here they are again! This 

time with ice cream 
treats for all!

Brody J. offering 
the camera a peace 

sign with Andy’s 
Frozen Custard in 
hand... there is 
no doubt it would 
disappear soon!

Becky C. holds
our sign made with 

the true spirit 
of our Ice Cream 
Express, Open 
Door Style!
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Markesha J. attending carefully to the 
teacher’s gentle guidance.

Josh B. executes his design first in pencil, while 
Jack P. adds color to his pencil doodle. 

Kelly B., Laurie P., Michelle S. (owner), Angie H. and 
Gina G. pose with their beautiful artwork.
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All Kinds of Happiness
The individuals we serve were able to breathe all kinds of happiness while painting at The Petite Palette!  From sports 
and patriotic themes to animals, abstract and whimsy, everyone showed their creative streak with guidance from 
Michelle Shepard, owner of The Petite Palette.  After some thought selecting a theme, colors of paint were selected, 
and then our artists were on their way.  Putting brush to canvas was fun, and this creative outlet seemed to energize 
everyone. With the works of art complete, we were definitely breathing a different kind of happiness. 

“Art is something that makes you breathe with a different kind of happiness.” — Anni Albers



Do you recognize who Brooke S. 
painted a picture of?

Beth G. couldn’t be any more 
happy or proud of her painting!

Rob H. is one happy man after 
creating his masterpieces!

Housemates Peggy G., Brian H., Cindy S., Mike P., Ann Y. and Chet C. thoroughly 
enjoyed their afternoon learning to paint on canvas with Michelle S. 

Paula H., Kyle H., Markesha J., Pat S. and Melissa H. 
with their completed paintings.
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FUN & 

RECREATION



We appreciate you being a buddy and helping the individuals we 
serve enjoy life! Your “My Buddy” Sponsorship continues to bring joy 
and excitement to clients’ lives by furnishing craft supplies, coloring 
books, healthy snacks, sports equipment, carry-out meals and more 
for pure enjoyment! 

Watch for the November/December newsletter article where we will 
be reporting on the Open Door “Fun Fair.” Your contributions helped 
us fund a food truck, dunk tank, petting zoo, a dance party and fair 
games with prizes! 

We thank all of our Open Door Buddies from the bottom of our hearts!

Thank You for Your Generous

“My Buddy” Sponsorship!
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Betty Anderson
Dick and Ginny Banning
John and Katharine Bauer
Karen Beers
Michael E. Bond, DDS
Paul and Denise Brennan
Scott and Karen Breunig
Sharon L. Brue
Gregory and Barbara Christian
Don and Pat Clason
Ed Cummings
Linda Curry
Marlene Diehl
Edward Medical Group - Sandwich
Frank and Carol Evans
Gavin Woodworking
Nate and Kim Gudmunson
Howard Habenicht
Raeburn Halford
Chuck and Linda Hickey
Julie Hickey
Cheryl Hoffman

Bill and Karen Horoszko
Walt and Rose Huffmaster
The Kaisers
Richard Konow
Josie Krass
Andrew and Misty Larson
Lite Construction
Carol Meyer
Mary E. Meyer
Barry and Nancy Niles
Jeff and Tracey Niles
Marcia Nowak
Walt and Carole Olson
David and Jamie Packley
 In Honor of Katie Packley
Debra Potter and Skip Fry
Betty Reicher
Sandwich Police 
    Benevolent Association
Carol Thayer
Lynn and Jane Wesson
Mardy and Charlie Yonikas
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Your friends at Open Door sincerely thank you for your big-hearted contributions. Your sponsorships go such 
a long way to help provide necessities that many of our clients cannot afford. You have truly made an IMPACT 

on the lives of adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. Thank you!

John and Katharine Bauer
Scott and Karen Breunig
Gregory and Barbara Christian
Albert and Denise Cox
Mary DeMeulenaere
Edward Medical Group - Sandwich
Nate and Kim Gudmunson

Raeburn Halford
Judy Hanson and Karen Nesbitt
Bill and Karen Horoszko
Lloyd and Terry Lange
Constance Matias
Mary E. Meyer
Jeff and Tracey Niles

Walt and Carole Olson
Betty Reicher
Joe and Karen Richmond
Hank and Marie Watkins
Doug and Judy Weiss

Fair Stand Sponsorships
Benefit Your Open Door Peeps!
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CONTRIBUTIONS, DONATIONS, HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS

MEMORIALS
In Memory of Leroy T. “Red” Abell
 Bill and Karen Horoszko 
In Memory of Dave Baker
 Claudette and Louis McCaslin
 Jim and Barb Otto
In Memory of Wally and Norma Beardsley
 Don and Pat Clason 
In Memory of Edith Pearl Beverage
 Gary and Vickie Lemke
In Memory of Daryl Byron Boyer
 Lane and Mary Lou Sheldon
In Memory of James “Jim” Carpenter
 Earl and Mary Ellen Bushnell
 Dean and Darlene Butterbaugh
 Quen and Bob Carpenter
 Virginia Hann
 Crystal Swan-Gravatt
 Roland Young
In Memory of Royal Corbin
 Jim and Barb Otto
In Memory of Elton “Tom” Cox
 Dirk and Lynn Feldott 
In Memory of Armand “Shorty” Dannewitz 
 Cindy Westbrook
In Memory of Ralph Dearden
 Dottie Dearden
In Memory of William A. Eberly
 Connie Eberly
In Memory of Charlene Eike
 Joann Eike and Elaine Reese & Boys
In Memory of Gary Eike
 Joann Eike, Mr. and Mrs. Brad Eike and Mr.  
     and Mrs. Scott Eike
 Helen Fry and Mr. and Mrs. Karsen King
 Elaine Reese, Mr. and Mrs. Dan Reese and  
     Mr. and Mrs. Steve Reese
In Memory of Carol J. Erickson
 Cindy Westbrook
In Memory of Fern Fedash
 Anonymous

In Memory of Rick Feldott
 Dottie Dearden
In Memory of Charles A. Fox
 Stacey and Karlene Dolder
In Memory of LaVerne G. Fox
 Wayne and Barbara Christopher
 Laura Csiszer Family
 Robert and Lyla Daleske
 Stacey and Karlene Dolder
 Marilyn and Jim Elliott
 Frank and Carol Evans
 Barbara Johnson
 Claudette and Louis McCaslin
 Ken and Denise Mestemaker
 Larry and Char Miller
 Dan and Claudia Ness
 Norm and Lily Petersen
 Charles, Phillis, and Kevin Schiller
 Mary Stout
 Joyce Titzel and Family
 Clarence Toftoy
 Dick Underwood
 Dave and Barbara Voss
 Pamela Whitcraft and Wilma Johnson
 Dealas and Connie Wiley
In Memory of Kevin J. Frieders
 Frieders Family
In Memory of Lyle G. Fritsch
 Chuck, Linda and Julie Hickey
 Tom and Betty Thomas
 Doug and Judy Weiss
In Memory of Patricia Gillen
 Alison Maguire-Powell
In Memory of Olaf Gjovik
 Michael and Ann Arends
 Kristen and Brian Auge
 Stephanie Brown
 Sharon L. Brue
 Cheryl Comai
 Henry and Pam Cryder
 The Dobnick Family
 Terry and Karen Duffy
 Lorraine Durka

 John and Valerie Faupl
 Feece Oil Co.
 First Midwest Bank
 Norman and Pamela Gaston
 Kevin and Karin Gordon
 Richard and Barbara Holland
 Daniel Kramer
 Timothy and Ann Lehan
 Deb Lehmann
 Revenue Management Group
 Mary Sidwell
 Robin Stricklin and his many friends 
     at Chevrolet, Buick and GMC
 Clarence Toftoy
 Woodward and Associates 
     Certified Public Accountants
In Memory of Bonnie J. Hansen
 Earl and Cindy Felix
In Memory of Donald Jesse “Don” Hash
 Claudette and Louis McCaslin
In Memory of Eugene W. Hash
 Don and Pat Clason
 Claudette and Louis McCaslin
In Memory of Donald (Don) Lee Henry
 Bill and Edwina Vincent
In Memory of Danielle Hensley
 Betty Zvanut Ramsden
In Memory of Barbara J. “Boots” Hoffman
 Karen Alwine
 Mary Conde
 Joan Dobnick
 Shirley Haedt
 Hazel Hilliard
 Judy Hines
 Richard and Barbara Holland
 Gary and Vickie Lemke
 Ginny Magnuson
 Matthew and Joanna Olson
 Jim and Barb Otto
 Tom and Betty Thomas
 Joyce Vacca
 Barb Weber
 Judith Wilson

We deeply appreciate all of your support—

with contributions, donations, honorariums, and memorial gifts. Your ongoing support 
enables Open Door to continue to provide quality training, residential, and home care 

support for our clients. Thank you so very much – we are deeply grateful for your support. 

For your convenience, we have enclosed a donation envelope in this newsletter. 
We hope you find this to be helpful, and we look forward to acknowledging 

your generous gifts in future newsletters!

ENGRAVED BRICK COMMEMORATION
Open Door’s customized, engraved bricks are a onetime donation and will last a lifetime as a permanent piece of our tranquil 
paver area. Personalize a brick with names, dates and messages to honor an exceptional person, in memory of a loved one, or 

to recognize a special occasion.

IN HONOR OF
NORM AND

DELORES DEVINE

Denise and Ken Mestemaker
Valerie and Mike Fahey
Judy and Doug Weiss

Sue and Paul Fuller

*We try very hard to acknowledge every gift. The donations included in this issue are those 
received between July 1, 2020 – August 31, 2020

JAMES SMITH
1940 - 1999

WITH  ALWAYS

Kris Andresen

IN MEMORY OF
OLAF GJOVIK
 G AND L PAW

Lisa and Greg Pawelec
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CONTRIBUTIONS, DONATIONS, HONORARIUMS & MEMORIALS

In Memory of Kenneth Dean Hupach
 Jim and Barb Otto
In Memory of Vivian Ingle
 Dottie Dearden
In Memory of Marilyn Jean Land
 Larry and Kelly Adkins
 Jim and Debbie Ammons
 Paul and Judy Brandow
 Marta Cole
 Robert and Mary Cole
 Dan and Traci Grandgeorge
 Chris and Denise Hewitt
 Jerry and Mary Lou Holley
 Kent and Diane Janssen
 Barbara Johnson
 Kelly Johnson
 Doris Land
 Deb Lehmann
 Paul Michael
 Ron and Patti Mocerino
 Ron and Carolyn Moos
 Michael and Christine O’Flynn
 Jill & Dale Olson
 Kenneth Olson
 Elaine Reese
 Janet Reese
 Judy Reese
 Lane and Mary Lou Sheldon
 Sylvia Snyder
 Mary Stout
 Cindy Westbrook
 Bill and Jamie Wetzel
 Denny and Susan Wiley
In Memory of Martha Fay Saccani Lang
 Cindy Westbrook
In Memory of Lisa Anne Lee
 Terry and Karen Duffy
 Jim and Sharen Gerlick
 Chuck and Rita Johnson
 Ginny Magnuson
 Linda Melson
 Dealas and Connie Wiley
In Memory of Gordon B. Lowery
 Jim and Josie Castelli
In Memory of Wayne McBride
 Don and Pat Clason
In Memory of James “Jim” D. Meier
 Don and Pat Clason
In Memory of August Menk
 Shirley Menk and Family
In Memory of Jerald R. Munson
 Jerry’s Sewer Cleaning Service Inc.
In Memory of Gladys Ode
 Roy and Irene Ode
In Memory of Patrick Otto
 Tom and Betty Thomas
In Memory of Jerry Peterson
 Terry and Karen Duffy
In Memory of Norman Potter
 Jim and Barb Otto
In Memory of Charles Ramsden
 Betty Zvanut Ramsden
In Memory of Phil Ramsey
 Carol Fruland
In Memory of Kenneth L. Sanderson
 Gary and Mary Leonard
In Memory of Mary A. Scheppler
 Linda Durbin
 Phyllis Riveland
 Ron Riveland
In Memory of Helen Smith
 Floyd and Ruth Derby
 Richard Konow
 Gary and Vickie Lemke

In Memory of Bob and Barb Swanson
 Cindy Swanson-Krebs
In Memory of Roderick Twait
 Chuck and Rita Johnson
In Memory of Beverly J. Vilmin
 Floyd and Sherry Anderson
In Memory of June Marie Westbrook
 Marlon and Sheila Mathre
 John and Christine Wykes
 Yorkville Congregational United 
     Church of Christ
In Memory of Ralph Zvanut
 Betty Zvanut Ramsden

MEMBERSHIPS
ODDO’s Supporter
Jan Arvin
Richard and Barbara Holland
Susan Wolf

ODDO’s Friend
Barbara Davis
Don and Mary Hendrickson

ODDO’s Fan
Doris Land

CONTRIBUTIONS
Anonymous (2)
Patricia Andresen
Dave and Mary Ann Benson
Wayne and Joyce Bettner
Paul and Laura Billsten
Robinn Blanter
Chem-Wise Pest Management
Gregory and Barbara Christian
Steven and Susan Cromwell
Jack and Kumi Dellorto
Marjorie Diehl
Sally Dreishmire
Marilyn and Jim Elliott
Frank and Carol Evans
Facebook Network for Good
First Insurance Group
Donald Fredres Sr.
Michelle Gould
Norris and Arlene Gould
James and Mary Grant
Rosie Hanley
Virginia Hann
Keith and Janet Harms
Hartman Concrete
Jeff and Bonnie Johnson
Dennis and Karen Kahl
June Leifheit
Dawn Lindquist
Jose and Jeanne Martinez
Constance Matias
Mary Ann and Barry Mestemaker
Brian and Florence Miller
Jean Miller
Paul and Janet G. Miller
William Mores
Pam Nehring
Robert O’Brien
Roy and Irene Ode
Catherine Orseske
Doris Potter
David Reid
Dan and Renee Reimer
Richard and Kay Scott
Dale and Jeannie Shatters
Helen Shove
Jim and Sue Smith
Somonauk 500 Club

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Al and Cindy Stramel
Patrick Stevens and Delores Robinson
Victor Stott
Michael Sundblom
Michael Terry
La Vern and June Thompson
United Way of Greater Atlanta
Kerry Walsh
Chuck and Kathy Watros
Jack and Mary Weymouth
Nicole Winter
Rick and Katie Witalka
Marie Yates
Charles Yonikas
Betty Zingre

MY BUDDY
Larry and Jean Trahant

HONORARIUMS
In Honor of Dick and Ginny Banning’s 50th 
Wedding Anniversary
 Dick and Ginny Banning
In Honor of Sharon Johnson’s 80th Birthday
 Joyce Bernard
 Joann Eike
In Honor of Zach Smith
 Jim and Sue Smith
In Honor of Lorraine and Bruce Trevillian’s 
50th Wedding Anniversary
 Bill, Karen and Tim Horoszko

IN-KIND GIFTS
Anonymous (2)
Kip and Laura Anderson
Art’s on Fire
Madeline Bagwill
Jodie Beverage
Roberta Dahmer
First National Bank
Angela and Liam Flaherty
Candy Fuller
JoAnn Hofer
Sandi Ivemeyer
Sherri Jacobsen
Paul and Dawn Melinyshyn
Paul Melinyshyn
Ethel Nesson
Barry Niles
Walt and Carole Olson
Candace Somerfield
Somonauk Community Unit #432
Gayla Struck
Bonnie Talty
United Church of Sandwich
Jim and Lori Updike
Brian and Regina VanHise
Kevin Vybiral
Elizabeth Welsch

VOLUNTEERS
Virginia Banning

GOLF OUTING
Tri-County Kiwanis



EXCITING NEWS!
Our Website has a

VISIT
www.odrc.org

and check out our 

Wish List!

New Look!New Look!
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