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Opening Seminar: ―What is an American?” J. 

HECTOR ST. JOHN DE CREVECOEUR  1782

From: Letters From an American Farmer
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Warm Up/Do Now--Defend or 

Attack the Following Statement:

• ―The Articles of Confederation were 

created predominantly as a reaction to 

the unitary system used in Britain in 

which all of the power and sovereignty 

is vested in the central government. 

However, this ultimately led to the 

Articles’ failure.‖

– 5 Minute Reflection

• The colonists wanted a 
constitution--a written document 
that defines rights and obligations 
and puts limits on government.

• The Second Continental Congress 
created the Articles of 
Confederation, which was signed by 
all thirteen colonies by 1781.  

• A confederation is a voluntary 
association of independent states.

• The Articles were created as reaction 
to the unitary system used in Britain 
in which all of the power and 
sovereignty is vested in the central 
government.
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Hos did 

vhe

Aqvicle

u 

cqeave

a 

seak 

goveqn

menv?

*Use in 

conjunction

with graphic

organizer.
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Assignment on Articles of 

Confederation

• Directions: Read ―The Articles 

of Confederation‖ and answer 

the accompanying 

comprehension questions. 
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• The Congress had no power to tax. States coined their 

own money and trade wars erupted.

• Congress had no power to regulate commerce among the 

states or ensure a unified monetary system.

• States conducted foreign relations without regard to 

neighboring states' needs or wants. Duties, tariffs, and 

taxes on trade proliferated with different ones in each state.
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State Constitutions

Republicanism.

Most had strong governors with veto power.

Most had bicameral legislatures.

Property required for voting.

Some had universal white male suffrage.

Most had bills of rights.

Many had a continuation of state-

established religions while others 

disestablished religion.

Occupational Composition of Several 

State Assemblies

in the 1780s
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Annapolis Convention (1786)

12 representatives from 5 states

[NY, NJ, PA, DE, VA]

GOAL address barriers that limited 

trade and commerce between the states.

Not enough states were represented to 

make any real progress.

Sent a report to the Congress to call a 

meeting of all the states to meet in 

Philadelphia to examine areas broader 

than just trade and commerce.

• The economy began to deteriorate. Several 
years of bad harvests ensued. Farmers went 
into ever-deeper debt.  

• Many leaders worried about questions of 
defense, trade, and frontier expansion. 

• Under the Articles, the central government 
was not strong enough to cope with these 
problems. 

• By 1786, several states had called for a 
convention to discuss ways of strengthening 
the national government.
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Weaknesses of the

Articles of Confederation

A unicameral Congress 

[9 of 13 votes to pass a law].

13 out of 13 to amend.

Representatives were frequently 

absent.

Could not tax or raise armies.

No executive or judicial branches.

Economic 

Problems for the 

New 

Government: 

Exports & 

Imports:  1768-

1783 

How does this 

graph show how 

debt was created?
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American Exports, To & From Britain: 

1783-1789

Wholesale

Price

Index:

1770-1789
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Warm Up: Analyze this!

• "Government is not 

reason, it is not 

eloquence, it is force; 

like fire, a troublesome 

servant and a fearful 

master. Never for a 

moment should it be left 

to irresponsible action" -

George Washington 
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Shays’ Rebellion: 1786-7

Daniel Shays

Western MA

Small farmers angered by crushing 

debts and taxes.

Befoqe vhe 

convenvion cotld 

meev, tnqeuv bqoke 

otv in Ameqica. In 

Mauuachtuevvu, banku 

seqe foqeclouing on 

faqmu and vhe 

Mauuachtuevvu 

legiulavtqe enacved 

a nes las qertiqing 

all debvu be paid in 

cauh. 

Daniel Shayu, a 

Revoltvionaqy Waq 

veveqan, sau 
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Shays’ Rebellion: 1786-7

Shays’ Rebellion: 1786-7

There could be no stronger 

evidence of the want of 

energy in our governments 

than these disorders.

-- George Washington
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Short Assignment on Shay’s rebellion:
Directions: Select one quotation and write a response to the speaker.

• "For God's sake, tell me what is the cause of all of these commotions?" --

George Washington (from his home in Mount Vernon)

• "Ignorant, restless desperadoes, without conscience or principles. Have 

led a deluded multitude to follow their standard under the pretense of 

grievances which have no existence but in their imaginations." "The wisest 

and most vigorous measures (must be used ) to quell and suppress" the 

revolt. -- Abigail Adams (from Paris)

• "The evils we experience flow from the excess of democracy." -- Elbridge 

Gerry, Massachusetts delegate to the Constitutional Convention.

• "What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from 

time to time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance? What 

signify a few lives lost in a century or two? The tree of liberty must be 

refreshed from time to time with the blood of patriots and tyrants. It is the 

natural manure." -- Thomas Jefferson (from Paris)

Now read ―Rebellious Farmers‖ by David Proper.  Pretend that you meet 

George Washington in 1786, shortly after the Rebellion.  Do you praise or 

criticize him for the actions he took during the rebellion? 150 words.

• Congress authorized the Secretary 
of War to call up a national militia to 
respond and appropriated $530,000 
for the purpose. Every state except 
Virginia refused. 

• Finally, a private army put down 
Shays's Rebellion. 

• This failure of Congress to protect 
the citizens and property of 
Americans was a glaring example of 
the weakness of the Articles.
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Socratic Seminar: Early American Political Thought 

Thomas Jefferson in Paris to Edward Camngton January 

16,1787

On Febqtaqy 21, 

1787, Congqeuu 

called foq a 

Conuvivtvional 

Convenvion in 

Philadelphia "foq 

vhe uole and expqeuu 

ptqpoue of qeviuing 

vhe Aqvicleu of 

Confedeqavion.

In May, vhe 

convenvion mev and 

vhe Viqginia 

delegavion utggeuved 

vhey vhqos otv vhe 

Aqvicleu and deviue 
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The

“Virtuous

Republic”

1. Govt. gets its authority from the 

citizens.

2. A selfless, educated citizenry.

3. Elections should be frequent.

4. Govt. should guarantee 

individual rights & freedoms.

5. Govt.’s power should be limited 

[checks & balances].

6. The need for a written 

Constitution.

7. “E Pluribus Unum.” [“Out of 

many, one”]

8. An important role for women 
raise good, virtuous citizens.

[“Republican Womanhood”].

Political Cartoon/Diagram: New 

Jersey Plan vs. Virginia Plan

• Lesson Objective: To explain the conflict 
about representation that occurred during the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. To 
understand the difference between equal and 
proportional representation. To understand 
how a compromise was finally reached.

• First, draw two political cartoons that describe 
the ideas about representation in each 
conflicting plan—The New Jersey Plan and the 
Virginia Plan.

• Then, draw a third political cartoon, displaying 
how compromise was reached between the 
two opposing sides. What solution was agreed 
upon?

If you need extra help, look at the following chart…
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Choice: Complete 

this (#1) or…

#2
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 To addqeuu vhe 

Aqvicleu 

seakneuueu, vhe 

Conuvivtvional 

Convenvion mev in 

Philadelphia in 

1787.

 Delegaveu fqom 

eveqy Svave 

excepv Rhode 

Iuland seqe 

pqeuenv vo diuctuu 

cqeaving a nes 

goveqnmenv, and 

vheqe seqe many 

diuagqeemenvu.

 Delegaveu aqgted 

oveq vso 

conflicving 

planu:

(1) The 

Viqginia Plan

pqopoued a uvqong 
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• Compromises included:

(1) The Great Compromise--
created a bicameral, or two-
house, legislature in which the 
number of state representatives 
in the lower house, or the 
House of Representatives, 
would be determined by the 
population of each state.  It also 
created an upper house--the 
Senate--which would have two 
members from each state 
elected by the state 
legislatures.

(2) The Three-Fifths 
Compromise--counted slaves 
as three-fifths of a person when 
determining the population of a 
state for representation in 
Congress.



7/10/2009

23

ACTIVITY: Interview With the 

Signers of the Constitution!
• Introduction: You will work in small groups to develop several questions that a 

newspaper reporter assigned to cover the signing of the Constitution might have 

asked each of the following signers of the Constitution: George Washington, 

Benjamin Franklin, James Madison, and Alexander Hamilton.  Four lucky 

students will become experts on the signers and roleplay them!

• Objectives

• Students demonstrate critical thinking skills in developing interview questions. 

Students work together in cooperative groups. 

• Keywords

• Constitution, signers, newspaper, reporter, interview, Washington, Franklin, 

Madison, Hamilton 

• Materials Needed

• paper, pens or pencils; student-researched library sources or computers with 

Internet access 

• Procedure: The class will divide into four groups. Each group will be assigned 

one of the following signers: George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, James 

Madison, or Alexander Hamilton. Imagine that they are newspaper reporters in 

1787 covering the signing of the Constitution. You meet with each of the four 

signers noted above and ask the questions. Each group will brainstorm the 

questions they would ask each signer.  The student actors will conduct research 

to become experts on the signers.
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Research and Assessment
• The Research: Before you can ask the questions, you must research 

information about each person and about the Constitution. You will use 

various library sources or use the following sites as starting points for 

research.

The Signers of the Constitution

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-day/signers.html

The Founding Fathers

http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/charters.html

Creating a Constitution 

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/constit.html

A More Perfect Union: The Creation of the U.S. Constitution

http://web.archive.org/web/20020202221803/http://www.nara.gov/exhall/cha

rters/constitution/conhist.html

The United States Constitution 

http://www.house.gov/house/Constitution/Constitution.html

• Assessment: Each group will present their questions to the signers, who 

will sit at the front of a class as a panel. Interviewers will be graded based 

upon the knowledge and depth of questions.  For example, DO NOT ask 

George Washington whether he chopped down that cherry tree. (By the 

way, that’s a myth!). Actors will be graded upon their use of honest answers 

and real historical facts.  DO NOT make up stuff which you are unsure 

about!  (Penalties will be assessed!)

http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/constitution-day/signers.html
http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/constitution_founding_fathers.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/bdsds/constit.html
http://web.archive.org/web/20020202221803/http:/www.nara.gov/exhall/charters/constitution/conhist.html
http://www.house.gov/house/Constitution/Constitution.html
http://www.house.gov/house/Constitution/Constitution.html
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Warm Up: Critical Thinking Exercise:

Examining Why the Founders Feared the Abuse of 

Power by Government

• Introduction: Given their knowledge of history and their 
experiences with the British government, it is not surprising that 
the Founders (both the Federalists and Anti-Federalists) greatly 
feared the possible abuse of the powers of government. For 
example, read the following selections from some of their writings. 
Then discuss with the class your answers to the questions that 
follow.

– "Give all power to the many, they will oppress the few. Give all power 
to the few, they will oppress the many." Alexander Hamilton, 1787

– "There are two passions which have a powerful influence on the 
affairs of men. These are ambition and avarice; the love of power and 
the love of money." Benjamin Franklin, 1787

– "From the nature of man, we may be sure that those who have power 
in their hands...will always, when they can...increase it." George 
Mason, 1787

• Questions:
– Explain the view of human nature expressed in each of these 

quotations.

– If you agreed with the views of human nature expressed in the 
quotations, what kind of safeguards to prevent the abuse of power 
would you include in your government?

– Do you think the Founders' fear of government is as valid today as it 
was in the 1700s? Explain your answer. 

• The States had to accept (ratify) or 
reject the Constitution before it could be 
adopted.

• Due to the dispute over ratification, the 
first two political parties formed.

– The Federalists, including Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, and John 
Jay, were pro-Constitution and wrote 
a collection of essays from 1787 to 
1788 called the Federalist Papers.
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• Anti-Federalists, such as 
Patrick Henry and Samuel 
Adams (left), were opposed to 
ratification of the Constitution. 

(1) Feared the plan’s strong 
central government and lack of 
a bill of rights, or guarantee of 
personal freedoms.  

(2) Argued in favor of the 
leading view of the time in 
which small societies either 
governed themselves by direct 
democracy or by a large 
legislature with small districts.

Pre-Reading Strategies for Federalist 10 

• Note: You will be reading Federalist 10 and 51, 
completing graphic organizers and then 
participating in a Socratic Seminar. This is a 
necessary but challenging read.  Be patient; we will 
get through it together!

• Choose three (3):

– KWL (Used to activate background knowledge and 
interest)

– Look at the title and predict what the article will be about.  
You can should annotate it.  For example: Can you define 
what a ―federalist‖ is?

– Poise (Sit up straight, feet planted on floor—will increase 
reading rate!)

– Skim to determine structure of text (Is there an 
introduction to the text which describes the author’s thesis 
and/or purpose?)

– Create a graphic organizer

– Prepare to determine your reading speed (time yourself—
How many words per minute do you read?)

http://teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_hist/fi/0000002f.htm
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ASSIGNMENT:

• Read Federalist #10 and answer the 

questions from the worksheet below:

• To what extent did the framers 
distrust a direct democracy?

• Hint: Use the Constitution and 
Federalist Papers 10 and 51 to 
support your answer.

• Answer: Direct democracy equals 
―mob rule.‖  The constitution is set up 
to prevent popular control, with its 
system of federalism, checks and 
balances, the divisions of power, and 
the rigidness of the amendment 
process.
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• Federalist 10
– Written by Madison

– Fear of competing, dividing interests, called factions. 

– Reflects Hobbe’s belief in the state of nature—human 
beings are prone to conflict and selfish interest. 

– The Constitution is the cure for the propensity to violence 
and conflict. 

– Source of faction and violence is the unequal distribution 
of property, creating different classes of people.  The real 
conflict is class inequality. 

– However, Madison does not want to equalize property 
because inequality is part of human nature. 

– The solution: Plurality and the number of competing 
factions will prevent any one group from forming an 
insurrection against the majority. 

– How do you prevent tyranny of the majority?  By founding 
a large republic based on the principles of federalism, the 
majority, which wields the power, will also be controlled.

• Federalist 51
– Written by Madison and Hamilton

– Proposes the creation of three independent powers: legislative, executive, 
judicial.

– But, no power should be stronger than the other. Established principle of 
―separation of powers‖  or ―shared powers‖ accomplished through a system 
of ―checks and balances‖—one branch ―checks‖ the power of another 
branch.

– The phrase ―If men were angels, no government would be necessary‖ 
means that government, through checks and balances, is necessary to 
control the selfish interests and ambitions of individuals, which is inherent in 
human nature. Men are inherently ambitious. 

– Examples of checks on power : 
• 1) Appointment of judicial officials by another power (executive). 

• 2) Executive veto power—check on legislature. 

• 3) Divide each power into different branches. 

•Repeats Federalist 10 by advocating a republic, rather than a direct democracy, to 
govern over such a large amount of people and by stating that competing interests 
(plurality) are a necessary evil to prevent tyranny. A large compound republic will 
make it harder for factions to unite in insurrection.

•The interests of the majority will continue to be served. The rights of the minority 
are protected by plurality and the diverse interests of society.
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Federalist Papers--Summary

The Federalist Papers called for the following:

(1) a strong national government.

(2) a strong executive power (or president), 
which was lacking in the Articles of 
Confederation.

(3) the separation of powers into three 
branches of government—legislative, 
executive, and judicial.  A system of checks 
and balances would limit federal power and 
prevent tyranny.

(4) the creation of a republic—a nation in 
which the supreme power rests in those who 
are entitled to vote and is exercised by 
elected representative who are responsible 
to voters and who govern according to the 
law.  

Central 

Question:

Should we have a 

strong Federal 

Government or 

should the States 

govern 

themselves?
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Occupational Composition of Several State 

Assemblies

in the 1780s
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ASSIGNMENT:

• Read the Bill of Rights and answer the 

questions to the worksheet below:

Ratification of the Constitution
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• (Lefv) "Scene av 

vhe Signing of 

vhe Conuvivtvion" 

By Hosaqd 

Chandleq 

Chqiuvy.

The Conuvivtvion 

sau finally 

qavified in 

1788, and vhe 

nes Congqeuu 

convened in Nes 

Yoqk, vhe 

navionu fiquv 

capival, sivh 

Geoqge Wauhingvon

The image on 

vhe lefv iu 

vhe fiquv 

page of vhe 

Conuvivtvion 

(cotqveuy of 

vhe Libqaqy 

of Congqeuu).

To vies vhe 

oqiginal 

Conuvivtvion, 

yot sill need 

vo viuiv vhe 

Smivhuonian in 

Wauhingvon, 

D.C.  Iv iu 

http://teachpol.tcnj.edu/amer_pol_hist/fi/00000043.htm
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• Objectives: To understand democratic and 
un-democratic features of the Constitution 
(Electoral College, indirect elections, judicial 
appointments).  To think critically and 
analytically about sources.

• Seminar Readings: 
– Charles A. Beard, “Framing the Constitution.”

Questions for Upcoming Socratic Seminar (answer the 

following for each article:

1. What is the author’s thesis?

2. What evidence is used to support it? Be specific.

3. Why did the author write this?  Consider the historical 

context.

4. Is the argument persuasive?
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Indian Land Cessions:
1768-1799

Disputed Territorial Claims
Between Spain & the U. S.:

1783-1796
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State Claims to Western Lands

Land Ordinance of 1785
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Northwest Ordinance of 1787

One of the major accomplishments of the 
Confederation Congress!

Statehood achieved in three stages:

1. Congress appointed 3 judges & a governor to 
govern the territory.

2. When population reached 5,000 adult male 
landowners  elect territorial legislature.

3. When population reached 60,000  elect 
delegates to a state constitutional convention.

The United States in 1787
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Web Quest!EXTENSION:
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