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COVID-19 Updates

USCIS remains open for OPT/STEM I-765 application processing. Some USCIS
locations are closed for in-person services. NO impact to OPT/STEM
applications.

For current USCIS COVID-19 information see: https://www.uscis.gov/about-
us/uscis-response-covid-19

OPT/STEM |-765 applications MUST be submitted from inside the U.S. You
must be physically present in the U.S. when your application is received by
USCIS. USCIS has NOT made an exception to this due to COVID-19.

USCIS has NOT changed STEM application timelines and deadlines due to
COVID-19.

USCIS still requires a handwritten “wet” (made with your hand and a pen)
signature for the |-765 if filing by mail. NO DIGITAL or ELECTRONIC
SIGNATURES on the paper |-765!

USCIS has NOT changed the 9o day unemployment rule due to COVID-19
DHS has indicated that you DO NOT need to update your employer address
information in SEVIS nor on the Form 1-983 if you are working remotely. (use
your normal employer/worksite address)



https://www.uscis.gov/about-us/uscis-response-covid-19

e USCISis currently experiencing OPT processing and receipting delays.
USCIS announced on 7/29/2021 and 2/26/2021 flexibilities for OPT/STEM
OPT Extension applicants. These flexibilities apply only to applications
received on or after October 1, 2020, through October 31, 2021.

* Policy flexibilities allow for students to have extended response times for
refiling after a rejection, including past the original OPT end date.

e If your OPT application was rejected by USCIS, contact BIO immediately
regarding your options to refile before November 30, 2021.

* Check current USCIS OPT/STEM processing times. Select “I-765” filed at
“Potomac Service Center” SCROLL ALL THE WAY DOWN THE PAGE TO
SEE THE PROCESSING TIME FOR F-1 ACADEMIC STUDENT EADS!

* See BIO’s email to STEM OPT students explaining these flexibilities
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https://www.uscis.gov/news/alerts/uscis-extends-flexibilities-to-certain-applicants-filing-form-i-765-for-opt
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/contact-us
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times/
https://mailchi.mp/berkeley.edu/important-uscis-processing-updates-stem-opt

* USCIS has recently made the_I-765 form and OPT/STEM
OPT applications available for e-filing. See the Preparing
Your Application section for more information.

* USCIS may make updates to forms and fees. See the Fees
and |-765 sections of the tutorial for more information
about the current form and fee changes. If filing by mail,
make sure you are paying the correct fee and using the
correct form on the date you are mailing your package to
USCIS.
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https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Please note that this tutorial is for instructional purposes only.

An OPT STEM application to USCIS is your own personal
application. You alone are responsible for timely filing with full
documentation, understanding F-1 rules regarding OPT STEM
Extension, and properly maintaining F-1 status.

Please review the entire tutorial and ask your BIO adviser if you
have questions.
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

« STEM Eligibility & Allowable Employment Denials & Requests for Evidence
* Application Process Overview *  Your EAD card
e Step1:1-983 * Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status &
e Step 2: Updating SSU STEM Reporting Requirements
* Step 3: BIO STEM I-20 Request Process e BIO SSU Hub & Reporting
* Step 4: Preparing your OPT Reqguest to * Changes in Employer
USCIS * Material Changes to the 1-983
* E-filing the I-765 * 6 Month Updates and Annual
* Application Deadlines Evaluations
* Mailing your Application e Travel during STEM OPT
* Step 5: Receiving Your EAD & USCIS * Completing OPT and Grace Period
Documents  Hi1-Band STEM Extension
* |-797C receipt Notice * Frequently Asked Questions

 Application, Tracking Problemes,
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

Requirements:

You must be a recipient of a U.S. Bachelor’s, Master’s or Doctoral degree in a STEM (science,
technology, engineering, or math) designated degree program. See this list of STEM Majors.
(You can check the CIP code listed on your I-20.)

You are currently authorized for 12-month OPT and have not exceeded 90 days of
unemployment.

Can apply based on any previous STEM degree from an SEVP, accredited U.S. institution within
the last 10 years

Employed or have a job offer directly related to your field of study from an employer who is
registered in the USCIS E-Verify Program. Must complete Form [-983 with employer and all
employers must have an EIN number.

Your employer can work with you to fully complete the Form [-983 and abide by all employer
obligations, including Dept. of Homeland Security Site visits.

You are applying no more than 9o days before your 12-month OPT expires and no later than
the expiration of your 12-month OPT*.

Two 24-month STEM extensions may be granted per lifetime.

* For E-filed applications, USCIS uses UTC or Coordinated Universal Time to
determine the time/date filed. If you are filing CLOSE to your deadline check the
UTC time/date of filing!



https://www.ice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Document/2016/stem-list.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/optDirectlyRelatedGuidance.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/employers-and-the-form-i-983
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/employers-stem-opt-reporting-requirements
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/employer-site-visits
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-determining-stem-opt-extension-eligibility
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html

Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

. Volunteer/Unpaid positions and self employment are NOT allowed by the 24-Month STEM OPT Extension.

. STEM-eligible employers must have e-Verify & EIN numbers and the student must have a “bona fide employer-employee
relationship”. To establish a bona fide relationship, the employer may not be the student’s “employer” in name only.

. Cannabis Industry- be aware that use and sale of cannabis is illegal at the federal level, although it may be legal in some U.S.

states. To avoid possible deportation or inadmissibility form the US, students should avoid positions related to federally
illegal substances.

According to USCIS updates August 2018:

. Under no circumstances would another F-1 student on OPT or a STEM OPT Extension be qualified to train another F-1
student on a STEM OPT Extension.

. The employer that signs the Form 1-983 must be the same entity that provides the practical training experience to the
student.

. The employer has sufficient resources and personnel available to provide appropriate training in connection with the STEM

opportunity at the location(s) specified in the Form 1-983.

. The “personnel” who provide/supervise the training experience may be either employees of the employer, or contractors
who the employer has directly retained to provide services to the employer; they may not be employees or contractors of
the employer’s clients or customers.

. DHS will review on a case-by-case basis whether the student will be a bona fide employee of the employer signing the
Training Plan, and verify that the employer that signs the Training Plan is the same entity that employs the student and
provides the practical training experience.
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students-determining-stem-opt-extension-eligibility
https://www.uscis.gov/working-united-states/students-and-exchange-visitors/students-and-employment/stem-opt

Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

» Staffing and temporary agencies may employ students under the STEM OPT program, but only if
they will be the entity that provides the practical training experience to the student and they have
and maintain a bona fide employer-employee relationship with the student.

e STEM OPT participants may engage in a training experience that takes place at a site other than
the employer’s principal place of business as long as all of the training obligations are met,
including that the employer has and maintains a bona fide employer-employee relationship with
the student.

* A STEM OPT employer may not assign, or otherwise delegate, its training responsibilities to a non-
employer third party (e.g., a client/customer of the employer, employees of the client/customer, or
contractors of the client/customer).

* According to prior guidance from the Student and Exchange Visitor Program If a student uses a
temporary or staffing agency to place them in a training opportunity, the agency cannot complete
and sign the Form 1-983, “Training Plan for STEM OPT Students.” Only the E-verified employer that
provides the actual training relevant to the student’s qualifying STEM degree is authorized to sign
and complete the Form 1-983.
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/2016/07/questions-from-designated-school-officials-can-stem-opt-students-use-staffing-or-temporary-agencies-0
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

* Aslong as you have submitted a timely filed STEM application to USCIS, you can continue working
for up to 180 days after the expiration of your original OPT EAD while you wait for the STEM EAP
approval.

e During 12-month OPT you have a maximum of 9o days of unemployment over the 12 month
period. During the STEM period you are allowed an additional 60 days of unemployment.

e Starting from the first date of your STEM OPT period, the total allowed unemployment days
extends to a maximum of 150 days of unemployment during the entire OPT/STEM period,
beginning from the start of your original OPT EAD card.

e Thisis NOT just 150 days at the beginning of OPT or STEM. You are only allowed 150 total days
over the entire 3 years.

* If you exceed 90 days of unemployment during your original 12-month OPT you are not eligible to
apply for the STEM OPT Extension.

Example: OPT EAD Dates: Jan 1-Dec. 31, 2020. STEM EAD Dates: January 1, 2021-December 31, 2022.

You used 60 days of unemployment during your 12 month OPT period from Jan. 1-Dec. 31, 2020. Your
STEM period begins on Jan. 1, 2021. You continue your work after Jan. 1, 2021 with Company A. On
March 1, 2021 you end your job with Company A. You later apply for a new STEM I-20 authorization for
a job with Company B that begins on April 30. You have used another 60 days of unemployment, for a
total of 120. You now have only 30 more days of unemployment remaining for the rest of your STEM
period until December 31, 2022.



Warning! Increased OPT/STEM
OPT Scrutiny by DHS

* U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has recently applied
increased scrutiny to the OPT and STEM OPT programs, resulting in
recent arrests for students who reported fraudulent employment with
non-existent employers or false employment information.

* Falsifying your OPT employment records or reporting employment that
is not legitimate may result in serious repercussions.

* SEVIS may also automatically terminate F-1 records for students who
have more than 9o days of unemployment.

During the STEM period, DHS has the right to conduct a site which is
part of the agreements included on the 1-983



Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

STEM OPT I-20 Timing Considerations:

You may apply as early as 9o days before your OPT EAD end date.

You must submit your STEM I-20 request AT LEAST 2 weeks before your current OPT
EAD expires.

USCIS must receive your application before the expiration date of your OPT*. Check
your OPT EAD card for the expiration**.

USCIS processing ranges from 3-5 months, with an observed average of 9o-120 days. See
current USCIS processing times for Form“l-765” for “Potomac Service Center” here:
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-time/ SCROLL ALL THE WAY DOWN THE PAGE TO
SEE THE PROCESSING TIME FOR F-1 ACADEMIC STUDENT EADS!

If you are applying for an OPT STEM Extension at the same time you are filing for an H-
1B employment visa you MUST review both the H-1B & STEM Extension information at
the end of this tutorial and the Cap-Gap webpage.

IMPORTANT!

*Your OPT employment authorization will be automatically extended for 180 days
after your OPT EAD end date while your OPT STEM application is pending.

** For E-filed applications, USCIS uses UTC or Coordinated Universal Time to
determine the time/date filed. If you are filing CLOSE to your deadline check
the UTC time/date of filing!



https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-time/
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/employment/cap-gap
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html

Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

Application Process Overview

In most cases we recommend beginning the OPT STEM application process 9o days before the expiration
of your 12-month OPT period. The following slides will give you detailed information about each step.

1.

2.
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Complete the 1-983 with your employer.

Access SSU Hub to update employment, complete
the Apply for STEM form and pay your BIO Post-

Completion Services Fee.
This step can be completely entirely online in your SSU Hub.

Receive STEM OPT I-20 from BIO.

The I-20 will be ready for pick up 5 business days after
submitting your complete application and payment in SSU.
Arrangements can be made to send you the new I-20 by mail.
Please allow enough time for mailing USCIS must receive your

application within 6o days of BIO recommending you, which is 6

the date on the school attestation section of your I-20.

Prepare, collect & submit your application

materials to USCIS.

Allow approximately 1 week to gather and organize your
materials for submission to USCIS. You can either e-file the
application online, or submit a paper application through the
mail. A complete application must be received by USCIS before
the end date of your current OPT as noted on the EAD card.
You must be in the United States to file the OPT STEM
application with USCIS.

Receive your STEM Extension Employment

Authorization Document (EAD).

Processing time for USCIS is approximately 3-5 months. The
observed average processing time is 90-120 days, but can take
longer in some cases. However, you may continue to work on
OPT for up to 180 days while the STEM application is pending.
See current USCIS processing times for Form“l-765” for
“Potomac Service Center” here:
https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-time/ SCROLL ALL THE WAY
DOWN THE PAGE TO SEE THE PROCESSING TIME FOR F-1
ACADEMIC STUDENT EADS!

Maintain your F-1 status while on OPT STEM

Extension.

You must report general address and employer updates to
Berkeley International Office within 10 days of any change. 24
Month STEM Extension students must also submit a validation
report every six months and training evaluations each 12
months. Find information about STEM Reporting here. Your I-
20 travel endorsement is valid for only 6 months while on OPT
STEM. Failure to provide timely updates may result in
termination of the F-1 record.

Can | do anything about the long USCIS

processing time?

There is nothing you can do about the USCIS
processing time, other than to apply as early as
possible! See

for how to

report a case processing longer than the current


https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-time/
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/training/f-1/address_reporting

Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

STEM OPT I-20
processed by 12-month OPT
Submit STEM BIOing end date
OPT request in business days; (example); last 24-month STEM
SSU to BIO as Submit I-765 & possible date for EAD received;
Prepare 1-983 early as 9o days  supporting USCIS to receive Upload image of
w/employer; before OPT materials to STEM STEM EAD card
Update SSU ends USCIS application to SSU
Several 4/10  4/15 7/09 7/18
months | ]
ahead ¢
| J
Application processing with ¢

USCIS (3-4 month average
G4 ge) You may continue to work on OPT for up

to 180 days after your OPT expires while
the STEM application is pending with
USCIS
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Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

The formal training plan must clearly articulate the OPT STEM learning objectives and
affirm the employer’s commitment to helping you achieve those objectives. To fulfill this
requirement, you and your employer must complete and sign Form 1-983 and then
submit pages 1-4* to BIO.

*Do not upload page 5 of the 1-983 at this time. See Annual Evaluation for when you will submit

page 5.

The following slides provide specific details regarding the 1-983; please confirm your
application follows the requirements, even if your employer plans to prepare the form
on your behalf.
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Signatures on the 1-983 during
Covid-19

During COVID-19 shelter in place restrictions, BIO can accept your and your employer’s e-
signatures on the 1-983.

Acceptable e-signatures include Adobe Docu-signatures, Apple Pen signatures and hand-
written signatures that have been scanned and pasted into the signature field.

BIO CANNOT accept an 1-983 where a person’s name has simply been typed into the signature
line.

This exception applies only to the 1-983. It does not apply to the I-765. The I-765 must
be printed and then signed and dated by hand in black ink. USCIS does not accept
any sort of e-signature on this document and has rejected application that include e-
signatures.

Berkeley
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Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

Always download the current
o8 yfr m the SEVP websit TRAINING PLAN FOR STEM OPT STUDENTS
203110 = WEDSILE. Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Optional Practical Training (OP
USCIS often updates the
. = 7”OMB CONTROL NO. 16530054
expiration date. If the EXPIRATION DATE: (33172019
expiration date is passed, SECTION 1: STUDENT INFORMATION (Completed by Student) C—
that’s OK- USCIS may be in Student Name (Surname/Primary Name, Given Name): Student Email Address:
the process of updating the
form Bear, Oski Oski@email.com
Use the UC , - — —
Name of School Recommending | Name of School Where STEM | SEVIS School Code of School Recommending STEM OPT (including 3-digit
Berkeley School STEM OFT: Degree Was Earned: suffix):

University of California, University of California, SFR214F00615000

Berkele Berkeley —>
iCial (DSO) Name and Contact Information: | Student SEVIS ID No.: STEM OPT Requested Period: (mm-dd-yyyy)

code found here,
even if your STEM
degree was from a
different school.

If your STEM Degree is
from a different school Qualifying Major and Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code:

(NOT e BerkeleY)) you LevelType of Qualifying Degree:
will need to enter the

name of the school
where you obtained your
STEM degree Based on Prior Degree? O Yes O No

Fromt To:

Date Aw arded: (mm-dd-yyyy)

Employment Authorization Number:

Berkeley
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

TRAINING PLAN FOR STEM OPT STUDENTS
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Optional Practical Training (OPT)

OMB CONTROL NO. 16530054
EXPIRATION DATE: 0&/31/2019

Student Name (Surname/Primary Name, Given Name): Student Email Address:

information of our SEVIS

Manager, Mikaela, here. Please
fill out this field EXACTLY as it Bear, Oski Oski@email.com
appears here. (DO NOT use a

Name of School Recommending | Name of School Where STEM | SEVIS School Code of School Recommending STEM OPT (including 3-digit

Fj|fferent name). Please STEM OPT- Degree Was Earned: sutfix)
!nclude ALL of the cqntact University of California, [ University of California, SFR214F00615000
information. If there is not Berkeley Berkeley

Designatea School Official (DSO) Name and Contact Information: | Student SEVIS ID No.: STBEM OPT Requested Period: (mm-dd-yyyy)

enough room, you can write it Mikaela Auerbach

in by hand. \ 2150 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 500, Found on page 1 of One day after current 24 months from
From EAD ends To: _STEM start date
Berkeley, CA 94704 your |-20 e - 05/10/201 -
Note this is NOT the same 510-642-2818 SEVISCoordinator@berkeley.edu €05 / e 05/09/2019
name as the DSO who Qualifying Major and Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code:

produced your |-20.
LevelType of Qualifying Degree:

Your 1-983 will be rejected if

’ . Date Aw arded: (mm-dd-yyyy)
you write a different name.

Based on Prior Degree? O Yes O No

Employment Authorization Number:

Berkeley
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Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

Name of School Recommending | Name of School Where STEM | SEVIS School Code of School Recommending STEM OFT (including 3-d
The CIP code i 6-dioit cod STEM OFT: Degree Was Earned: suffix):
e COde IS a b-dIgIt code University of California, University of California, SFR214F00615000
(XX XXXX) found on your I-20 Berkeley — Berkeley. _ ,
. . Designated School Official (DSO) Name and Contact Information: | Student SEVIS ID No.: STEM OPT Requested Period: (mm-dd-yyyy)
* Page 1if I-20 issued on/after, : One day atter
Mikaela Auerbach current EAD 24 months from
6/26/2015 ck Avenue, Suite 500 Found on page 1 of From ends To: STEM start date

. . our 1-20
* Page 3if I-20 issued before Berkeley, CA 94 Y

626 510-642-2818 SEVISCoordinator u
/2 /15 Qualifying Major and Classification of Instructional Programs (Ciﬁode: Example: Computer Science, 11.0701

i.e:-5/15/2019 i.e.-05/14/2021

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVIS ID: N0012645978 \

SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME GIVEN NAME Class of Admission

IBear Oski

[PREFERRED NAME PASSPORT NAME .. . .
What are CIP Codes? Classification of Instructions
.COUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP -_—

CHINA CANADA d b | i h d b h ‘ |
N T Programs (CIP) codes are published by the Nationa
1 JANUARY 1992 123456789 ACADEMIC . . .

FORM ISSUE REASON f d d b
romvissueREssox N LEGACY NAME LANGUAGE Center for Education Statistics (NES) & are used by
IConversion . » .

SCHOOL INFORMATION 1 SEVIS to designate a student’ s major. Your CIP code
SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS . . .

T wecaiisr of B founde uh Butlelen Erelan Tapplond] Sifon, EO8S Saak determines whether your major has been designated
SCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE

el Soctechs Bl P as a STEM degree.

PROGRAM OF STUDY Y]

EDUCATION LEVEL MAJOR 1 MAJOR 2

[MASTER'S Chemical Engineering 14.0701 None 00.0000

[PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES EARLIEST ADMISSION DATE

Required Student is proficient 20 JULY 2015

START OF CLASSES PROGRAM START/END DATE

19 AUGUST 2015 19 AUGUST 2015 - 13 MAY 2016

FINANCIALS

ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 12 MONTHS STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 12 MONTHS

Tuition and Fees § 31,395 Personal Funds $ 0

Living Expenses $ 18,000 Funds From This School 5

Expenses of Dependents (0) 3 Family Support 5 49,395

Other $ On-Campus Employment $
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Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

TRAINING PLAN FOR STEM OPT STUDENTS
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) Optional Practical Training (OPT)

OMB CONTROL NO. 1653-0054
EXPIRATION DATE: 0&/31/2019

SECTION 1: STUDENT INFORMATION (Completed by Student)

If your STEM degree is listed on your
UC Berkeley I-20, check “no.”

Check “yes” ONLY if your STEM

Student Name (Surname/Primary Name, Given Name): Student Email Address:

degree is NOT the degree listed on
your UC Berkeley 12-Month OPT I-

Name of School Where STEM

Name of School Recommending
Degree Was Earned:

STEM OPT:

SEVIS School Code of School Recommending STEM OPT (including 3-digit
suffix):

20.

EMPLTMEKT AU THORIATIN CIAD.

.

Designated School Official (DSO) Name and Contact Information: Student SEVIS D No.: STEM OPT Requested Period: (mm-dd-yyyy)

Front To:

mh ‘m| i i b.,m

Berkeley
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Qualifying Major Classification of Instructional Programs (CIP) Code:

Indic our graduation date here

N\

O Yes 0O No
“USCIS #” listed on your 12-Month OPT EAD

Date Aw arded: (mm-dd-yyyy)

Based on Prior

Employment Authorization Number:




Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

For detailed a detailed tutorial on completing the rest of the 1-983, see:
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Pages 3-4 contain the details of the required Training Plan to be determined by you
and your employer. To avoid rejection of your application, think carefully about each
question and answer fully and completely. Imagine this is an essay exam to be graded-
have you and your employer addressed all parts of each question, clearly and
specifically? See the next 2 slides slides 14-15 for more details.

Other points for consideration:

* We do not accept electronic signatures on the 1-983. Please obtain handwritten
signatures. [ During COVID-19 period, official Digital Signatures- i.e Adobe,
Docusign are acceptable)

* Please ensure all responses are visible and upload a corrected 1-983. (fillable PDF
cuts off. If you don’t have enough room, please submit an attachment.)

Berkeley
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

Student Role: Describe the student's role with the employer and how that role is directly related to enhancing the student's knowledge obtained
through his or her qualifying STEM degree.

* Responses that don’t include the name of your STEM degree and a description of the relationship
between your role and your degree will be rejected.

* Example of response: [Description of role]. The student’s role enhances their knowledge related
to their [STEM Degree] by [describe relationship].

Goals and Objectives: Describe how the assignment(s) with the employer will help the student achieve his or her specific objectives for work-based
learning related to his or her STEM degree. The description must both specify the student's goals regarding specific knowledge, skills, or techniques
as well as the means by which they will be achieved.

* Responses that don’t include learning objectives or how they will be achieved will be rejected.

* Example of response: The student’s work-based learning goals/work objectives related to their
STEM degree are [describe goals & relation to degree] and they will be achieved by [describe
methods].

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 1: Complete Form 1-983

Employer Oversight: Explain how the employer provides oversight and supervision of individuals filling positions such as that being filled by the
named F-1 student. If the employer has a training program or related policy in place that controls such oversight and supervision, please describe.

* Responses that do not include description method(s) of oversight and supervision will
be rejected.

e Example of response: The employer provides oversight and supervision through
[describe methods].

Measures and Assessments: Explain how the employer measures and confirms whether individuals filling positions such as that being filled by the

named F-1 student are acquiring new knowledge and skills. If the employer has a training program or related policy in place that controls such
measures and assessments, please describe.

* Responses that do not include description of how knowledge and/or skills are assessed
will be rejected.

* Example of response: The employer will measure and assess the student’s new
knowledge and skills by [describe methods].

Berkeley
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Step 2: Update SSU

Log in to your Student SEVIS Update (SSU) account in order to submit your STEM |-20 request.
(Note: most processing delays are due to failure to update all new required fields in SSU.)

Before applying for STEM, you must:
1. Update your current address/email/phone
2. Update all current & previous OPT employment
3. Upload a copy of your OPT EAD (if you haven’t already)

After you have done this, click the “Apply for STEM OPT Extension” link in the Other Requests
and Reporting Forms section.

Other Request & Reporting Forms

* Apply For STEM OPT Extension
« Employer Evaluation Form Uploader
s H-1R (Can Gan Fytancinn 1220 Rannact

See next slide for instructions...

Berkeley
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Step 2: Update SSU

On the STEM OPT Application page SSU Indicate with which employer you will be

applying for your STEM Extension

* If applying with a current employer, select the employer, and click “Apply with this
Employer”

* If applying with a new employer, click “Add New Employer and Apply”

Employers: Applylng with
.current employer .
22300 SAP America, Inc (employed by SAP Labs 02/27/2017
LLC) Apply with this Employer
59724 Microsoft Corporation 07/23/2018

Add New Employer and Apply

Applying with
new employer

This will lead you to the Employer Information form. See next slide...
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Step 2: Update SSU

Employer Information

IF YOU ARE UPDATING AN EXISTING EMPLOYER- Go back to the SSU main page and select the employer you wish fo edit.

IF YOU ARE ADDING A NEW EMPLOYER, please do not over-write a previous employer's information below. If you see employment information below and wish to add a new employer, go
back to the SSU main page and select "Employer” from the st

For Current Employer: you’ll be asked to
complete the extra STEM section of this
form (see next slide)

1. Name of Company

The;meycuremmamer‘:encedMh:h‘s:oﬂ'\uanf For New Employer: you,” be asked to
complete all fields

4. Your Optional Practical Training is intended to furter the knowledge gained in your area of study while you attended UC Berkeley. Please explain, in your own words, how this employment
opportunity is related to the Major Field of Study listed on your OPT I-20.

*Limit 1000 Characters

5. Employer Address Line 1 — Street Address (e.g. 123 Sample St)

eld

6. Employer Address Line 2 - Unit number (e.g. Suite 6, Floor 10, etc...)

7. Employer Address City

Address: We recommend that you verify the standard formatting of your
8. Employer Address Stae employer’s address by using the “look up a ZIP code” feature on USPS.com.

California v

Address Street 1 should NOT contain the suite or office number. Please
enter that in the field Address Street 2.

9. Employer Address ZIP

s is a required field

10Job Title

s is areq

11. Do you work more or less than 20 hours a week?
® 20 or more hours a week

Less than 20 hours a week

12.Please indicate whether you are pursuing contract work or have started your own business.
Self-Employed
Volunteer/Unpaid
Employment through a Temp Agency or Consulting Firm

® None of the Above



Step 2: Update SSU

For your STEM employer, please also complete sections 13-18. This information is required for STEM
reporting.

1324-MONTH STEM REQUESTS ONLY- THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS ARE REQUIRED FOR ANYONE ON /REQUESTING A 24-MONTH STEM EXTENSION AND SHOULD MATCH
THE INFORMATION AS LISTED ON YOUR FORM 1-983.

IF YOU ARE ON A 12-MONTH OPT & HAVE NO SUBMITTED A STEM REQUEST THESE QUESTIONS ARE OPTIONAL AND YOU DO NOT NEED TO FILL OUT A FORM 1-983.

Employer’s E-Verify Company Identification Number: Your

€ employer should be able to provide you with this information. More
information about the E-Verify program at httpy/fwww.uscis.gov/e-verify

Enter the Company's E-Verify Number

14Enter the company’s Employer identification Number (EIN)

15Company Official's First Name (See 1-983 Form section 5 for your Company Official's name & contact information)

Employer Identification Number: Your employer should be able
to provide you with this information.

Company Official Information: This should match the information you
<€ listed on 1-983 form section s.

16.Company Official's Last Name

17Company Official's Phone Number

18Company Official's Email Address

On the next pages, you will be give some instructions and asked to upload your 1-983.
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http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify

Step 2: Update SSU

Step 2: Update SSU (Upload 1-983)

Upload Documents

Please upload your completed 1-983(s) following the instructions below.
Important Points for consideration:
* Thel-8282 is a3 5-page form and must be uploaded in ONE FILE, not as individual pages.
* We do not accept electronic signatures on the |-882. Please obtain handwritten signatures.
* Please ensure all responses are visible on the 1-882. The fillable FDF cuts off, zo if your text exceeds the space allowed. pleaze submit 3 separste attschment.
* Does Section 1, DSO Name and Contact Information look like this? If no, please edit it before uploading.
Designated School Official (DSO) Name and Contact Information:
Mikaela Auerbach
2150 Shattuck Avenue, Suite 500,
Berkeley, CA 94704
. 510-642-2818 SEVISCoordinator@berkeley.edu

TO UPLOAUL:
1. Click the green Add Files button
2. Select the correct file to upload
3. Once file has been uploaded, identify your document by selected an option in the drop down menu under “Type of Document” on the right
4. Repeat this process for all required documents. You may upload more than one type of each document. if necessary
5. To finish the process, click Submit Uploads. You will not be able to make changes after you click Submit
According to your profile information, Granell, Vanina, we need the following documents from you:

* Additional 1-283

Note: Maximum File Size limit is 10MB

Log Out (>
===

Please select an option

Add any comments for the Advisor: Click for Download: Click for Preview: 10.45 KB Type of Document: fii Delete
Comments upto 500 characters "\\\i files1.jpeg -Select- ¥ ‘
S
Vi ~

(No HTML)
\ Select 1-983




Step 2: Update SSU

After uploading, you'll be asked to provide a Delivery Method
for your new I-20.

Answer the questions as applicable and continue through the
form clicking Continue until you reach the Submission
Summary page.

Note: Express Mail will require payment from you via E-Ship
Global. You will need to follow the instructions given and

provide an order number. BIO will use this order number to
send your |-20 to you.

Berkeley
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Delivery Method

Now, please choose your Delivery Method for your -20 below. If you a

Delivery Method Choices
* Express Mail
* Has priority (faster) delivery
¢ |ssues a tracking number so you can track your document
* Requires payment from you via EshipGlobal Order Number (ins'
* USPS Airmail
* Can take up to 4 weeks to deliver
* Has no tracking number
* |s free for you
* Pick Up
* Available for pick up in person from Berkeley International Office
* You may designate someone to pick up on your behalf

How would you like to receive your STEM OPT I-20 from BIO?

Express Mail
USPS AirMail (tracking is not available)
Pick Up

This is a required field. Select at least one option




Step 2: Update SSU

Summary

4= Go Back

IThe STEM OPT Post-Completion Services fee pays for all services related to your F-1 24-month STEM Optional Practical Training (OPT) visa status maintenance provided by BIO as required by
DHS federal regulations

The STEM OPT Post-Completion Services Fee is required only for students applying for F-1 24-Month Optional Practical Training (STEM OPT).
Note: This payment is not the only part of your STEM OPT I-20 Request. You must submit all your STEM Application materials via SSU Hub as instructed on our STEM OPT webpage.

STEM I-20 Requests will not be processed without payment or a complete application.

At the end, you will reach the summary page. Review your
information and click Submit at the bottom of the page. 1C> Submit
Lastly, you will get to the Submission Confirmation page

Submission Confirmation

v You have successfully submitted this form.
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Step 3: Submit STEM OPT Post-Completion Services Fee Payment

The STEM OPT Post-Completion Services fee pays for all services related to your F-1 24-month STEM OPT visa status
maintenance provided by BIO as required by DHS federal regulations.

STEM I-20 requests will not be processed without
payment or a complete application. This fee is non-

refundable. Other Request & Reporting Forms

Apply For STEM OPT Extension
H-1B Cap Gap Extension |-20 Request
J-1 Academic Training Final Evaluation (for J-1 students ONLY)

In your SSU Hub, submit your $530* Post-Completion .
Services Fee to Berkeley International Office via .
credit/debit card by clicking “Submit your STEM OPT
Payment” link at the bottom of the SSU Hub homepage.

You will receive a receipt via email.

=N L a o 2 £~ o - = -

PNt e s et wr o r s smemserraee s mrraneyg

Submit STEM OPT Post-Completion Fee Payment (
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STEM OPT I-20 processing time is 5
business days. This does not include
mailing time.

Check your I-20 and notify BIO
immediately if there are any errors
with your I-20.

School Attestation

Make sure there is a BIO advisor signature.
Check the date - USCIS must receive your
application within 60 days of the ISSUE Date
date listed on page 1.

Student Attestation
You should sign & date |-20. Students 18 and
over do not need a parent’s signature.

Berkeley
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Department of Homeland Security
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVISID: N0012645978

SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME
Bear

PREFERRED NAME

Oski

(COUNTRY OF BIRTH
(CHINA

DATE OF BIRTH

1 JANUARY 1992

[FORM ISSUE REASON

GIVEN NAME Class of Admission
Oski

PASSPORT NAME

COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP I i -
CANEDA

ADMISSION NUMBER

123456789

ACADEMIC AND

LEGACY NAME
CONTINUED ATTENDANCE - Updated Form I-20 or Name LANGUAGE
Conversion
SCHOOL INFORMATION
SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS
University of California at Berkeley Berkeley International Office, 2299 Piedmont,

University of California at Berkeley

SCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL
Isela Pena-Rager
International Student Advisor

Berkeley, CA 9472

SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE
SFR214F00615000

27 JANUARY 2003

PROGRAM OF STUDY

EDUCATION LEVEL MAJOR 1 MAJOR 2

MASTER'S Chemical Engineering 14.0701 Tone 00.0000

PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES EARLIEST ADMISSION DATE

Required Student is proficient 20 JULY 2015

START OF CLASSES PROGRAM START/END DATE

19 AUGUST 2015 19 AUGUST 2015 - 13 MAY 2016

FINANCIALS

ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 12 MONTHS STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 12 MONTHS

Tuition and Fees $ 31,395 Personal Funds $ 0
penses $ 18,000 Funds From Thig School §

Expenses of Dependents (0) $ Family Support § 49,395

Other $ On-Campus Employment $

TOTAL 5 49,395 TOTAL 5 49,395

REMARKS

SCHOOL ATTESTATION

I certify under penalty of perjury that all information provided above was entered before I signed this form and is true and correct. I executed this form in the United
‘States after review and evaluation in the United States by me or other officials of the school of the student’s application, transcripts, or other records of courses taken
‘and proof of financial responsibility, which were received at the school prior to the execution of this form. The school has determined that the above named student's
‘qualifications meet all standards for admission to the school and the student will be required to pursue a full program of study as defined by 8 CFR 214.2(0(6). 1 am &
designateggschopl artied school and gm authorized to issue this form.

DATE ISSUED PLACE ISSUED
International Student 03 June 2017 Berkeley, CA

SIGNATURE
Advisor

STUDENT ATTESTATION

I have read and agreed to comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and those of any extension of stay. I certify that all information provided on this form
refers specifically to me and is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I certify that I scek to enter or remain in the United States temporarily, and solely for the

purpose of pursuing a full program of study at the school named above. I also authofize the named school to release any information from my records needed by DHS
puﬂtw E%vtﬂﬂn i gm ent or guardian, and student, mmwfgqu? 18.

o LHPEREE TR

SIGNATURE OF: Ok Bear DATE

| X

NAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE ADDRESS (city/state or province/country)  DATE

ICE Form 1-20 (3/31/2018)

Pagelof 3



I-20, Page 2

Department of Homeland Security 120, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038
SEVISID: N0012645978 (F-1) NAME: Bear Oski

EMPLOYMENT AUTHORIZATIONS

. . FULLPART-TIME  STATI START DATE END DATE
Employment Authorization Dates 75 o i 53 s 23T
Check 24-month STEM OPT start and end >

. TYPE AUTHORIZATION DATES
dates. Verify employer name for accuracy. 1 S 2016 24 s 201
EMPLOYER NAME START DATE END DATE CITY & STATE

CHANGE OF STATUS/CAP-GAP EXTENSION

AUTHORIZED REDUCED COURSE LOAD

CURRENT SESSION DATES

CURRENT SESSION END DATE
13 MAY 2016

Travel Endorsements
Check for adviser signature. Endorsements are AVEL D e T e
good for 6—month pe riods‘ :e:;'gnabemschuol official TITLE SIGNATURE DATE ISSUED PLACE ISSUED

Adviser Name DSO|Berkeley, CA x Advisor3ignature MM/DD/YYYY
y X
<

X

ed for re-entry of the student to attend the s

You will receive a new travel signature at the
time you request your OPT STEM I-20.

Please note: USCIS must receive your
application within 6o days of the DATE
ISSUED date on PAGE 1, not the travel
signature date. (The travel signature may be a
later date.)

ICE Form 1-20 (3/31/2018) Page2of3
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Step 2: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

This tutorial provides instructions for submitting the OPT or STEM OPT

application by mail. USCIS has recently made the_I-765 form and OPT/STEM OPT
applications available for e-filing. See the USCIS e-filing website for more
information.

What is e-filing?

USCIS e-filing allows you to:

* (Create a USCIS account

* Pay the USCIS I-765 fee online

* Complete the I-765 form online and upload documents

USCIS will send all notifications to you via your online account. These include
pending notices, requests for evidence, denials and approvals. USCIS will also
send you these notices in paper form through the mail.

Berkeley
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https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/file-online

Step 2: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

Can I file my USCIS OPT/STEM OPT Extension online?

Pros of e-filing: Cons of e-filing:
Lower risk of rejection due to payment issues, * BIO is not currently able to provide advising
mistakes in filling out the application or on the exact process, since we are not able to
forgotten documents directly access the online application. (The
Application moves to adjudicator faster than questions in the online form should be similar
a paper application would to the paper I-765, so you can use this tutorial
No risk of your application documents lost in as a rough guide.)
the mail, or mail delays * If you submit the I-765 online BEFORE you
Immediate receipt number receive your STEM OPT I-20, your application
You can receive and respond to requests for will be DENIED. Don’t finish the I-765 until
evidence or other problems online you have the STEM OPT I-20!

You can communicate with USCIS via your
online account

Students filing recently have reported no
major problems and found the online process
easy to understand

Should I file my I-765 application online?

The e-file option is simpler and has less risks than filing by mail. But, BIO isn’t able to
provide high levels of support in reviewing your application. If you encounter problems,
check with BIO and we will do our best to direct you to resources for support. The USCIS
Ombudsman has a helpful website with a detailed Q&A about I-765 e-filing questions
which may be helpful to you.



https://www.dhs.gov/publication/cis-ombudsmans-webinar-series-uscis-introduces-online-filing-form-i-765-application
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/qa_cis_ombudsman_i-765_webinar.pdf

Step 4: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

All documents should be printed or copied single-sided
O 2 U.S. Passport Photos taken within the past 30 days. If filing by MAIL include your name and I-94 number written
lightly in pencil on back of each.
O USCIS Fee. SEE the USCIS |-765 page for current filing fee.

O (ONLY IF FILING BY MAIL) Form G-1145 to confirm receipt and obtain case number in advance of paper
notification: https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145

O Form I-765. IF FILING BY MAIL: Original, signed form I-765. https://www.uscis.gov/i-765 SEE |-765 SECTION
FOR DETAILS regarding filing online or by mail.

QO Copy of STEM OPT I-20 (pages 1-3) that was issued by BIO within the past 6o days. Don’t forget to sign it!

O Copy of your previous OPT and/ or previous STEM OPT I-20s.

O Copy of any previous OPT EAD or STEM EAD. If you still have the approval notice (form |-797), attach a copy as
well.

O Copy of passport biographical page and F-1 visa stamp, if applicable.

O Copy of expired passport biographical page if you used that document to enter the US most recently.

O  Print out of electronic I-94 record (or photocopy of both sides of paper Form I-94)

O Proof of final STEM degree: Final Transcript and/or copy of your diploma showing the major and degree level that
makes you eligible for the STEM extension.

L RARE: If the OPT STEM extension is based on a prior degree (not the degree listed on your current OPT I-20)

include:
O the I-20 from your previous school. If the I-20 is not available, request a screenshot of your SEVIS record
—  Evidence that the previous school is currently accredited by the U.S. Department of education and is certified by SEVP

U Additional Documents- Check the BIO STEM webpage to see if you should submit additional support letters with
your STEM application for concurrent Hi1-B filing or for certain specific majors

No documents are required
for F-2 dependents.


https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/school-search

Step 4: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Passport Photo Requirements

The photos required to use for the OPT application must meet the specifications of U.S. style passport photos. To see a full
description of these specifications, go to the U.S. Department of State website.

* Submit 2 identical color passport photos taken within 30 days of filing your application. The photos must have a white to off-
white background, be printed on thin paper with a glossy finish, and be unmounted and unretouched. The passport-style

photos must be 2” by 2”. You must remove your glasses and your head must be bare unless you are wearing headwear as
required by a religious order of which you are a member.

* E-FILING: you must either scan them or take a picture with your phone. See instructions in the online |-765 application!

* Filing by MAIL: Using pencil or felt tip (soft) pen, lightly print your name and I-94 number on the back of the photo. Do not
damage the photo surface by pressing hard while writing.

2 inch -| USCIS has been examining passport photos more strictly. BIO recommends
T : students have their photos taken professionally. Recently, students have
been visiting the following locations to obtain their photos.

—_—| —t—l 1inchto 13/ inch

Metro Publishing

2440 Bancroft Way

Berkeley, CA 94704

| ‘ http://www.velp.com/biz/metro-publishing-berkeley

1188 inchto 138 inch

Foto Shop

131 Berkeley Sq
Berkeley, CA 94704
http://www.yelp.com/biz/foto-shop-berkeley

Berkeley
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http://www.yelp.com/biz/metro-publishing-berkeley
http://www.yelp.com/biz/foto-shop-berkeley
http://travel.state.gov/passport/pptphotoreq/pptphotoreq_5333.html

Step 2: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

Preparing your USCIS fee payment
method: E-filing

E-Filing
* If you e-file the form I-765, the online form will

automatically calculate the correct fee and you will pay
online when you submit the e-filed application.

* You must pay with a valid credit or debit card, or
provide your bank routing and checking account
numbers to have money taken directly from your U.S.
bank account.

* Check the USCIS I-765 website for the current filing fee.

* DO NOT complete the submission of your I-765 or pay
the fee until you have your OPT STEM I-20 and all
other required documents!



https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

...........

.........................................................

The current I-765 fee is $410 but could change at any time. You must pay the correct fee at the correct
time. SEE THE |-765 FORM/FEE SECTION BEFORE MAKING YOUR PAYMENT!

Check/Money Order should be made payable to “U.S. Department of Homeland Security” with SEVIS
number in the memo line. Money orders can be purchased at banks, post office, and some local grocery
stores. Make sure a name and address are printed on the check. If the address has changed, that is fine.
Do not use “temporary checks” often issued by the bank when opening a new account. These checks
have no name or address in the upper left hand corner.

For Credit Card payment, submit form G-1450, authorized payment for the correct fee amount. You may
only use a credit card account with a U.S. billing address—no foreign billing address is allowed. You can use
cards with Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover. See Pay Your USCIS Fees with a Credit Card

MOST DENIALS FOR APPLICATIONS FILED BY MAIL ARE DUE TO BAD PAYMENTS! IF YOU USE A CHECK
OR CREDIT CARD MAKE SURE YOU MAINTAIN SUFFICIENT FUNDS IN THE ACCOUNT.

Money orders and cashier checks should mcIude the same information as a personal check.

* Your Name Here: 1936 [ ] unEDsTarEs POSTAL MONEY ORDER

~  Your Street Address Here MM/DD/YYYY X p. ’

~ Your City, State, Zip Code, Here e A b -y

® Y tel H e = ::t_tA_:. B > ]

e OUtelophafa LMior Heto \ S 2 U U U U U D U U U U U  This section will be completed by issuer of money order. |

- mupme  U.S. Department of Homeland Security | ¢ 410.00 L e g wy 9

Four-hundred and ten dollars 00/100 pouars @ = : Pv%  U.S. Department of Homeland Security |8 o
| ey N  eme |
< USCIS Mailing Address s = Your P 1
. = P— Address
R Your SEVIS ID Number W SW gm - e Your mailing address

M=o OPT Application: Your SEVIS ID number

" Check & money order examples are for application postmarked BEFORE 10/02/2020 Remember to check the fee before malllngl

= POSSESSIONS



https://www.uscis.gov/g-1450
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/filing-fees/pay-with-a-credit-card

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Form G-1145
(Use only if filing by Mail, NOT e-filing)
Attach to the top of the OPT STEM Application Packet
e Thisis an optional form. Use this form to request text and

email notification(s) regarding your application.
e Download the form at https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145

WARNING!

USCIS will rarely contact you by phone
regarding the status of your application.

If you receive a phone call from a person claiming to work for USCIS
or any other government agency, do not provide your personal
information to them. Note the person’s name and phone number
and contact a BIO advisor before responding.

e-Notification of Application/Petition Acceptance

Department of Homeland Security USCIS
US. Citizenship and Imnmigration Services Form G-1145
OMB No. 1615-0109
Expires 09302014

[What Is the Purpose of This Form?

Use this form to request an electronic notification (e-Notification) when U.S. Citizenship and Immizvation Services accepts your
mmigration application. This service is available for applications filed at a USCIS Lockbox facility.

General Information |
Complete the information below and clip this form to the first page of your application package. You will receive one e-mail and'or
text message for each form you are flmg

We will send the e-Notification within 24 hours after we accept your application. Domestic customers will receive an e-mail andlor
text message; oversaas customers will only receive an e-mail. Undeliverable e-Notifications cannot be resent.

‘The e-mail or text message will display your receipt number and tell you how to zet updated case status information. It will not
inchade any personal information. The e-Notification does not Zrant any type of status or benefit; rather it is provided as a convenience
10 Customars

USCTS will also mail you a receipt nodice (I-797C), which you will receive within 10 days after your application has been accepead:
use this notice as proof of your pending application or petition.

USCIS Privacy Act S |
AUTHORITIES: The information requestad on this form. and the associated evidence, is collected under the Immigration and
Nationality Act, section 101, et seq.

PURPOSE: The primary purpose for providing the requested information oa this form is to determine if you have established
eligihility for the immizration benefit for which you are filing. The information you provide will be used to Zrant or denty the benefit
souzht

DISCLOSURE: The information you provids is vohuntary. However, falure to provide the requested information., and any requestad
evidence. may delay a final decision or result in denial of your form.

ROUTINE USES: The mformation you provide on this form may be shared with other Federal, State, Jocal. and foreign government
agencies and authorizad orzanizations following approved routine uses dzscribed in the associatad published system of records notices
[DHS-USCTS-007 - Benefits Information System and DHS-USCIS-001 - Alien File, Index, and National File Tracking System of
Records, which can be found at www dhs gov/privacy]. The miormation pay also be made avatlable, as q;'pmpn.\teixan
enforcement purposes or in the interest of national security.

[Paperwork Redu Act ]

An agency may not conduct or sponsor an mmmmcomemdapzwmsnumq\mdmmpmdm:m&mmoﬁnfnm
umless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The public reporting burden for this collection of mformation is estimated at
Jmun.naperm;ponse_mdudm_mm for reviewing instructions and completing and submitting the form. Send comments
mmdm,&nbwﬂmmwmmod&anspmofmcomofmmum suggestions for reducing this burden. to:
US. Citizenship and Immigration Services, Regulatory Coordination Division, Office of Policy and Smategy, 20 Massachusetts
Aveme NW, Washington, DC 20520-2140. OMB No. 1615-0109. Do not mail your completed Form G-1145 to this address.
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Complete this form and cBp it on top of the first page of your immigration form(s).
| Applicant Petitioner Full Last Name Applicant/Petitioner Full First Name Applicant Petitionsr Full Middle Name
E-madl Address Mobile Phone Number (Text Message)
Fomm G-1145 022813 Pagolof1



https://www.uscis.gov/g-1145

I-765 FORM & FEEs

USCIS occasionally updates both the I-765 FORM and the I-765 FEE. Please pay
attention if you are mailing your application to be sure you pay exactly the
correct fee and use exactly the correct edition of the I-765 form.

* If you are applying by Mail: Check the USCIS I-765 website ON THE DATE
OF MAILING to be certain you are using the correct form edition and
paying the correct fee.

* If you are applying by e-filing: The online application will automatically
be up-to date with the current form and fees.



https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/cis-ombudsmans-webinar-series-uscis-introduces-online-filing-form-i-765-application
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/qa_cis_ombudsman_i-765_webinar.pdf

I-765 Form & Fee- Applying by Mail (paper form)

Form |I-765

Download the Form I-765 DIRECTLY from the USCIS |-765 web site and review the Instructions for Form |1-765
found there.

You DO NOT need to complete the I-765WS (I-765 Worksheet).

Important: Use ONLY the |-765 version indicated under Form Detalls
the “Edition Date” on the USCIS website: “©
1. Download I-765 form just before mailing the Whp.

application since USCIS updates the form f
2. Check the Filing Fee on the date of mailing!

Checklist of Required Initial Evidence (for inf

fonal purposes only) v

Special Instructions

A CloseAll * OpenAll

How to fill out paper Form I-765

e Type or print legibly in in black ink.

* Answer all questions fully and accurately.

* If a question does not apply to you, type or print “N/A”

* Print and complete ALL pages 1-7. If any pages are missing, your application will be rejected!
* Print all pages single-sided



https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Where can I find the Form Edition date on the paper 1-765?

The form edition date is found in the lower left hand corner of the I-765 form. This
is an example. You are responsible for confirming the correct edition at the time of mailing.

Application For Employment Authorization * l'SCIlis.
orm 1-70>
Department of Homeland Security OMB No. 1615-0040
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Expires 07312022
Authorization/Extensi Fee St Action Block
O . a;lrz:- n/ sion ‘ee Stamp n
Authorization/Extension
R
USCIS
Use —
Only
e A ]
Remarks
To be completed by an attorney or [] Select this box if Form G-28 | Attorney or Accredited Representative
Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA)- is attached. USCIS Online Account Number (if any)
accredited representative (if any). ‘

» START HERE - Type or print in black ink. Answer all questions fully and accurately. If a question does not apply to you (for
example, if you have never been marmied and the question asks, “Provide the name of your current spouse™), type or print “N/A™
unless otherwise directed. If your answer to a question which requires a numeric response is zero or none (for example, “How
many children do you have” or “How many times have you departed the United States™), type or print “None™ unless otherwise

directed.
|Part 1. Reason for Applying Other Names Used
I am applying for (select only one box): Provide all other names you have ever used, including aliases, LY5
EEENS .l maiden name, and nicknames. If you need extra space to d / /
La. (] Tieal pemsion o scept employment. P e e, Form I-765 Edition 08/25/20
1b. [7] Replacement of lost, stolen, or damaged empi Additi i
authorization document, or correction of my 2a. Family Name
employment suthorization document NOT DUE to " (Last Name)
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) 2b. Given Name
error. (First Name) |
NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment 2c. Middle Name | /
authorization document due to USCIS error does not
require a new Form I-765 and filing fee. Refer to -
Replacement for Card Error in the What is the = {1.?;?{(:‘1:32
Filing Fee section of the Form I-765 Instructions for 3b. GivenName
further details. (First Name) |-
Lc [7] Renewal of my permission to accept employment. 3.c. Middle Name l ¥
(Attach a copy of your previous employment
authorization document.)

|Part 2. Information About You

Your Full Legal Name

e Name) 7 |

Berkeley B

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Form I-765 Edition 082520

BB RSt R T AR AR Y WL I | P,
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[] Authorization/Extension Fee Stamp Action Block
Valid From

F [] Authorization/Extension
(r Valid Through
USCIS

eave this entire section blank el ————
g Alien Registration Number A-i:]

Remarks

Top Portion:

PART 1. Reason for Applying, pg. 1

To be completed by an attorney or D_S:e:t;hl:bm;o-r;n_c-;- Attorney or Accredited Representative
h k h « 2 b f « T | H H Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA)- is attached. USCIS Online Account Number (if any)
Check the “1.2.” box for “Initial Permission to accept — |
em p | Oym en t ” » START HERE - Type or print in black ink. Answer all ions fully and ly. If a question does not apply to you (for
: example, if you have never been married and the question asks, “Provide the name of your current spouse”), type or print “N/A™

unless otherwise directed. If your answer to a question which requires a numeric response is zero or none (for example, “How
many children do you have” or “How many times have you departed the United States”), type or print “None™ unless otherwise
directed.

Part 1. Reason for Applying

Why shouldn’t | select 1.c. since STEM is a renewal of my OPT
authorization? Isn’t Renewal more correct?

I am applying for (sclect only ene box):

La. |y Instial permission to accept employment.

NO. The USCIS instructions for filling out the I-765 state that you N I et wl i, s, o gl oy

authonzation document, or correction of my

should select 1a if you are “requesting employment authorization employment authorization document NOT DUE to
. . ope . of efe U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
for the first time under a specific eligibility category.” The OPT L s

and STEM OPT eligibility categories are different, so this is your NOTE: Replacement (correction) of an employment
first time requesting permission to accept employment under the .

require a new Form 1-765 and filing fee. Refer to

STEM OPT eligibility category. (You will write the STEM eligibility Replacement for Card Error in the What is the

Filing Fee section of the Form [-765 Instructions for

category on #27 of the |-765.) further details.

lLe. | Renewal of my permission to accept employment.

(Attach a copy of your previous employment
authorzation document. )

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 2. Information About You, pg. 1

#1 Name

Your entire family name should be in CAPITAL letters. Use
upper and lower case for the first name. Please write your
name exactly as it appears in the Surname/Family Name
and Given Name fields on your I-20. Note your I-20 DOES
NOT have the Middle Name field!

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

Part 2. Information About You

Your Full Legal Name
l.a. Family Name
(Last Name) FAMILY NAME
I.b. Given Name -
(First Name) First Name
l.c. Middle Name | N/A
Other Names Used

Provide all other mames you have ever used, mcluding aliases,
maiden name, and nacknames. If you need extra space to

SEVIS ID: N0004705512

GIVEN NAME

John

SURNAME/PRIMARY NAM!

Qe Smith
PREFERRED NAME PASSPORT NAME

John Doe-Smith

COUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP L
UNITED KINGDOM UNITED KINGDOM

#2-4 Other Names Used

Enter your previous names, including nicknames you have
used in official records or documentation. If your I-20
Preferred Name is different then the names you wrote for
#1, include that here. If none, write “N/A”

CLASS

If you are typing out the I-765 electronically, be
aware that the form does not allow you to write
the “/” character into these fields. You will need to
hand-write the “N/A” wherever this appears in the
instructions.

complete thas section, use the space provided in Part 6.
Additional Information.

2.a. Family Name

(Last Name) N/A
2.b. Given Name

(First Name) N/A
2.c. Middic Name N/A
3.a. Family Name

(Last Name) N/A
3.b. Given Name

(First Name) N/A
3.c. Middic Name N/A
4.a. Family Name

(Last Name) N/A
4.b. Given Name

(First Name) N/A
4.c. Middlc Name N/A




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Complete the Form I-765

PART 2. Information About You, pg. 2

U.S. Mailing Address
This is where you would like the Receipt Notice and the EAD card to be
mailed. This is very important!

The address should be valid for at least 3-5 months, the length of time it
will take to process the application. If you have plans to move during
this time, use a reliable friend or family member’s address to receive the
EAD (indicate this in #5.a.) It is also possible to use a P.O. Box for
mailing addresses.

OR- you can use your current address and update your address with
USCIS. Keep in mind that address changes can take 10 business days to
process, and could jeopardize your OPT EAD delivery. We recommend
keeping the same address for your entire OPT processing, if possible.

#5.a. If the mailing address belongs to someone other than yourself,
put their full name (First Name Last Name) here. This person MUST be

listed as a resident of the address with the U.S. Postal Service. If this is
your address, write “N/A.”

#5.b-5.e Write a valid mailing address in the U.S. It may be a residence,
commercial address, or PO Box. You may not use BIO’s address.

#6 If you listed a mailing address that is NOT your current physical
living address, select “No” and complete #7.a-7.€. with your current
physical address. If “Yes”, write “N/A” in #7.a-7.e. Physical address
should reflect where you actually live.

Part 2. Information About You (continued)

Your U.S. Mailing Address

5.a. In Care Of Name (if any)
Oski Bear (or N/A if this is your address)

5.b. Street Number
and Name

S.c. [x|Apt. | |Ste. | |Flr 8

5.d. Cityor Town |Berkeley

123 College Ave

S.e. State [CA |~ 5.f. ZIP Code 94720

(USPS ZIP Code Lookup)
6. Is your current mailing address the same as your physical
9
address’ | |Yes |[XNo = =

If no, complete 7.a-7.d |
NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 6.,

provide your physical address below.

U.S. Physical Address A= = = — — - -
7.a. Street Number

. and Name 987 Example Street
7b. [x] Apt. [ ]Ste. [ ]FIr 45A

T.e. Cityor Town | Qakland

7.d. State |[CA |:| 7.e. ZIPCode| 94604




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 2, pg. 2, continued...

Other Information

F-1 students do not have an A-Number, leave this blank.

F-1 students do not have a USCIS Online Account
Number, leave this blank.

The responses to these questions should be
straightforward. Please complete them accurately.

Check “Yes” since you have previously applied for an

EAD. You will need to provide copies of your previous
EADs. If you have previously applied for OPT or STEM
OPT and have been Rejected or Denied, you will also
need to provide a copy of the rejection/denial notice. (See
Slide 5o for further details.)

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Other Information

10.

1.

Alien Registration Number (A-Number) (if any)
’ 4’\'

Leave blank

USCIS Online Account Number (if any)
> Leave blank

Gender | x| Male | |Female
Marital Status
|x|Single | |Married | |Divorced | | Widowed
Have you previously filed Form 1-765?

Ix|Yes | |No

You will need to provide copy(s) of
your previous EAD(s). If you have
been rejected or denied for OPT/STEM
OPT, you will also need to provide a
copy of the rejection notice.




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Co m p I ete t h e Fo rm I _765 13.b. Provide your Social Scc:n'ty number (SSN) (if known).
1234567809
14. Do you want the SSA to issue you a Social Security card?

(You must also answer “Yes” to Item Number 15.,
Consent for Disclosure, to receive a card.)

PART 2, pg. 2, continued...

If no, skip to 18
If yes, complete 15-17.b 1 Yes ¥]INo

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 14.. ski
13.a.-13.b. Y P
# 3 3 to Part 2., Item Number 18.a. If you answered “Yes” to
Item Number 14., you must also answer “Yes” to Item
Number 15.

#13.a.-17.b. Social Security Number (SSN)

You will already have an SSN from your previous OPT. Check “Yes”
and enter your SSN with one letter in each box. 1s. Consent for Disclosure: 1 authorize disclosure of

information from this application to the SSA as required
#1 4. for the purpose of assigning me an SSN and issuing me a

Social Security card.
Since you probably already have an SSN, you will not need to apply LYes [INo

for one. Check “No” and leave questions #1517 blank. NOTE: If you answc.rCfi “ch." to Item Nuplbers
14. - 15., provide the information requested in Item

Check “Yes” if you need a replacement SSN card and complete #15- e G

17. b Father's Name

Provide your father’s birth name.

13.a. Has the Social Security Administration (SSA) ever 16.a. ff:;:l{‘:ﬁg;c
officially issued a Social Security card to you? 16.b. Given Name
If yes, complete 13.b (X Yes || No if no, skip to 14 (First Name)

Mother's Name

NOTE: If you answered “No” to Item Number 13.a..

skip to Item Number 14. If you answered “Yes” to Item Provide your mother’s birth name.
Number 13.a., provide the information requested in Item 17.a. Family Name
Number 13.b. (Last Name)

17.b. Given Name
(First Name)

B k 1 You should receive your Social Security card from SSA about 2 weeks after
€r 6 ey receiving your approved EAD from USCIS.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Your Country or Countries of Citizenship or
Nationality
PART 2, pg. 2-3 continued...

List all countries where you are currently a citizen or national.
) ) If you need extra space to complete this item, use the space
The responses to these questions are straightforward. provided in Part 6. Additional Information.

Please complete them accurately.

18.a. Country
#18 Countries of Citizenship, pg 2 Australia
18.b. Country
List all as applicable (use Part 6 of the I-765 if needed) or write N/A
“N/A” in if you do not have multiple citizenships.
Place of Birth

#19-20 Place of Birth, pg 3

List the city/town/village, state/province, and country where

. . you were born.
List the name of the country as it was named when you were

. 19.a. City/Town/Village of Birth
born, even if it’s name has changed . £

Brisbane
Make sure your Date of Birth is in the correct format of 19.b. State/Province of Birth
MONTH - DAY - YEAR. (07/31/1998 not 31/01/1998) Queensland
19.c. Country of Birth
Australia
20. Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy) I 01/31/1998

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Securing America’s Borders

Most Recent 1-94

PART 2, pg. 3 continued... Admisson (80 Recrd urs

Most Recent Date of Entry: 201, w

0123456781A

Class of Admission : F1

Information About Your Last Arrival
#21.a. 1-94 Number —

. . First (Given) Name :
Use your current |-94 number. This is at the number found i O

Country of Issuance

on the electronic 1-94 record or on the top left corner of the

paper Form I-94 card (see example). I-94 numbers issued _ S S

prior to May 2019 are 11 characters long and contain only ,M“M:zs:""g"“

numbers. Example: 01234567890. I-94 numbers starting in May Bl e o

2019 have a format of 9 numbers, followed by a letter, then

another number. Example: 012345678A1. Information About Your Last Arrival in the

i United Stat,
#21.b-e. Passport Information nited States

Enter the information directly from your passport. This
passport should match the country on your I-20.

21.a. Form 1-94 Arrival-Departure Record Number (if any)
» 0123456 781A

21.b. Passport Number of Your Most Recently Issued Passport

In cases where you entered the US on a passport that is now YG000954R
expired, enter the number of your expired passport. (You i e

. . . . 21.c. Travel Document Number (if any)
will provide information on the new passport on pg. 7 of the Nohe
application.)

21.d. Country That Issued Your Passport or Travel Document
#21.c. Travel Document Australia
Write “none” here 21.e. Expiration Date for Passport or Travel Document
(mm/dd/yyyy) [11/01/2022

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/immigration/i94

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 2, pg. 3 continued...

#22 Date of Last Entry into the U.S.
Your most recent entry date can be found on your passport
admission stamp, electronic 1-94 record, or paper |-94 card.

#23 Place of Last Arrival into the U.S.
Name of the Port of Entry city from your most recent entry. This
information can be found on your passport admission stamp, travel

history section of your electronic |-94 record, or paper |-94 card (usually
as a code, i.e. “SFR” for San Francisco). If you drove across the border,
write the name of the city where entered the U.S.

#24 Immigration Status at Last Entry
Status in which you entered the U.S. If you entered with an |-
20 as a student, write “F-1 Student.”

#25 Current Immigration Status
Current status should be “F-1 student.” If not, talk to a BIO
advisor, and this status should be reflected in your current I-

94.

#26 SEVIS ID
Your SEVIS ID appears on the top left side of your I-20 and
starts with Noo...

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

22.

23.

24,

26.

Date of Your Last Arrival Into the United States. On or

About (mm/dd/yyyy) [ 12/19/2017

Place of Your Last Arrival Into the United States

SFR

Immigration Status at Your Last Arrival (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, or no status)

F-1 Student

Your Current Immigration Status or Category (for example,
B-2 visitor, F-1 student, parolee, deferred action, or no
status or category)

F-1 Student

Student and Exchange Visitor Information System
(SEVIS) Number (if any)

» N-| 0023104289
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Complete the Form 1-765

27. Eligibility Category. Refer to the Who May File Form

PART 2, pg. 3 continued... I-765 section of the Form I-765 Instructions to determine
. o the appropniate eligibility category for this application.
Information about your Eligibility Enter the appropriate letter and number for your eligibility
Category category below (for example, (a)(8). (c)(17)(ii1)).
#27 Eligibility Category dch(z pich
Use the code (c) (3) (C) for STEM OPT. .
. 28. (c)(3)(C) STEM OPT Eligibility Category. If you
#28.a. Degree: Indicate your degrge !evel AND thg entered the eligibility category (¢)(3)(C) in Item Number
name of your UC Berkeley STEM-qualifying Major as it 27., provide the information requested in Item Numbers
appears on your transcript or diploma (NOT your I-20). 28" p 28 q
.a - 28.c.

* RARE: If you are applying based on a previous degree (not the

degree listed on your UC Berkeley OPT I-20) indicate that 28.4. chrcc Eegree level and Major ) . ]
degree :

Note that for some programs, the name OfyOUf' Major 28.b. Employcr’s Namc — LlSth — E-Vcnfy

differs from the way it appears on your I-20. This will be Employer Name as listed in e-Verify
addressed LATER in section 6 of the I-765.

28.c. Employer’s E-Verify Company Identification Number or a
Valid E-Venfy Client Company Identification Number

#28.b. Employer’s Name: Your employer should be Employer’s E-Verify Number
able to provide you with this information.

You cannot qualify based on a minor.

#28.c. E-Verify Number: Your employer should be able
to provide you with this information.

For more information about the E-Verify program, see
httpy/www.uscis.gov/e-verify



http://www.uscis.gov/e-verify

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 2, pg. 3 continued...

#29-31.b Other Eligibility Categories (c)(26),
(©)(®)

Write “N/A” in these fields. These questions are for other
types of I-765 applications for other visa categories.

Write “N/A” in these fields or leave check boxes blank
as they are not applicable to applying for STEM OPT.

Berkeley

54 UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

29.

30.

30.a.

30.b.

30.c.

(¢)(26) Eligibility Category. If you entered the eligibility
category (c)(26) in Item Number 27., provide the receipt
number of your H-1B spouse's most recent Form [-797
Notice for Form 1-129, Petition for a Nonimmigrant
Worker.

> N/ A
(¢)(8) Eligibility Category If you entered the eligibility

category (c)(8) in Item Number 27., provide the
information requested in Item Numbers 30.a. - 30.g.

Have you EVER been arrested for, and/or charged with,
and/or convicted of any crime in any country?

Leave blank 1Yes [INo
NOTE: If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 30.a.,
refer to Special Filing Instructions for Those With
Pending Asylum Applications (¢)(8) of the Form I-765
Instructions for information about providing court
dispositions.

Did you enter the United States lawfully through a U.S.
port of entry and were you inspected and admitted or
paroled after inspection by an immigration officer? (If
you answer “Yes,” you MUST provide evidence of your
lawful entry.)

Leave blank | ] Yes [ |No

If you answered “No” to Item Number 30.b., did you
present yourself to the Secretary of Homeland Security or
his or her delegate (DHS) within 48 hours of entry or
attempted entry AND express an intention to seek asylum
within the United States or express a fear of persecution
or torture in your home country? )

Leave blank— Yes LINe




Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

If you answered “Yes” to Item Number 30.c., provide the
following information:

30.d. Date you presented yourself to DHS

N/A l
30.e. Location where you presented yourself to DHS
/A |
30.f. Country of claimed persecution
N/A ]

PA RT 2 3 pg- 4: 300 d -31 o b 30.g. Provide an explanation for why you did not enter the
United States lawfully through a U.S. port of entry. If
you need extra space to complete this item, use the space

These questions are for other visa categories, provided in Part 6. Additional Information.
NOT for F-1 students applying for F-1 STEM
OPT Extension.

N/A

NOTE: Refer to the Special Filing Instructions for Those
With Pending Asylum Applications (c)(8) section of the Form
1-765 Instructions for more information.

31.a. (c)(35) and (c)(36) Eligibility Category. If you entered
the eligibility category (c)(35) in Item Number 27., please
provide the receipt number of your Form I-797 Notice for
Form I-140, Immigrant Petition for Alien Worker. If you
entered the eligibility category (c)(36) in Item Number
27., please provide the receipt number of your spouse's or
parent’s Form I-797 Notice for Form I-140.

> Leave blank

31.b. If you entered the eligibility category (c)(35) or (¢)(36) in
Item Number 27., have you EVER been arrested for
and/or convicted of any crime? | 1Yes | |No

NOTE: If you answered “Yes™ to Item Number 31.b.,
refer to Employment-Based Nonimmigrant Categories,
Items 8. - 9., in the Who May File Form I-765 section of

B€r I < ele the Form I-765 Instructions for information about
providing court dispositions.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Leave blank




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 3. Applicant’s Statement, pg. 4

Select 1.a. to indicate that you have read and understood

the questions.

Provide your information as requested

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Part 3. Applicant's Statement, Contact
Information, Declaration, Certification, and
Signature

NOTE: Read the Penalties section of the Form 1-765
Instructions before completing this section. You must file
Form 1-765 while in the United States.

Applicant’s Statement

NOTE: Select the box for either Item Number La. or Lb. If

applicable, select the box for Item Number 2.

La. [X| Ican read and understand English, and I have read
and understand every question and instruction on this
application and my answer to every question.

Lb. | | The interpreter named in Part 4. read to me every
question and instruction on this application and my
answer to every question in

| Leave blank [

a language 1n which I am fluent, and I understood

everything.
2. [ ]| Atumy request, the preparer named in Part 5.,
|_Leave blank |

prepared this application for me based only upon
information I provided or authorized.

Applicant’s Contact Information
3. Applicant's Daytime Telephone Number

[1234567890 I
4.  Applicant's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

[ 1234567890 |
5.  Applicant's Email Address (if any)

[ oskibearo67@gmail.com ]

6. || Select this box if you are a Salvadoran or Guatemalan
national eligible for benefits under the ABC
settlement agreement.




Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PART 3, pg. 4-5
Applicant’s Declaration and Certification

Read the entire declaration carefully.
Applicant’s Signature

#7.a.-7.b. Hand sign your name and provide the date of the
signature in black ink.

Important!

Because your signature will be scanned at USCIS, it must fit
within the box. It must NOT touch the box outline. If it touches
a line, your application could be delayed.

You must sign and date by hand in black ink. Do NOT use any
form of e-signature including those that are replicas of your
exact hand-written signature. Print the form and sign it with an
actual pen. USCIS will DENY applications with e-signatures.

Troubleshooting Signature Line:

In some cases the “Don’t forget to sign!” automatic
reminder will not disappear when you print the form. You
should remove the auto filled “Don’t forget to sign!” .

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Applicant's Declaration and Certification

Copies of any documents I have submitted are exact photocopies
of unaltered, original documents, and I understand that USCIS
may require that I submit original documents to USCIS at a later
date. Furthermore, I authorize the release of any information
from any and all of my records that USCIS may need to
determine my eligibility for the immigration benefit that I seck.

I furthermore authorize release of information contained in this

lication i oo d L | |

Applicant's Signature

7.a. Applicant's Signature

-

il/am signaluce 4eze (don’t touch the lines)

7.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy) MM/DD/YYYY

NOTE TO ALL APPLICANTS: If you do not completely fill
out this application or fail to submit required documents listed
in the Instructions, USCIS may deny your application.

We recommend trying to...

open the form in the most recent version of Adobe
Reader.

print a blank version of the form’s second page from
your web browser.




Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

PARTS 4 and 5, pgs. 5-6

These sections are not applicable to you, since youve completed the form yourself, so write “N/A.” This section is
for those who use an interpreter or translator, or other paid preparer (i.e. an attorney) to complete the form.

Part 4 pg. 5

Part 4. Interpreter's Contact Information,
Certification, and Signature

Provide the following information about the interpreter.
Interpreter's Full Name

La. Interpreter's Family Name (Last Name)

[ N/A

Lb. Interpreter's Given Name (First Name)

N/A

2. Interpreter's Business or Organization Name (if any)

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Part 4. Interpreter's Contact Information,
Certification, and Signature

Interpreter's Mailing Address

M iame e VA

3b [JApt. [Iste. []Fr \:|
3. Cityor Town |

34 sue[ [o] 3o 2 code

3. Province

3. Postal Code

3h. Country

l ]

Interpreter's Contact Information

A

4. Interpreter's Daytime Telephone Number
(/A J
5. Interpreter's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

6. Interpreter's Email Address (if any)

[ |

Interpreter's Certification

1 certify, under penalty of perjury, that:

Tam fluent in Englishand | N/A X
which is the same language specified in Part 3.. Item Number
1.b., and I have read to this applicant in the identificd language
every question and instruction on this application and his or her
answer to every question. The applicant informed me that he or
she understands every instruction, question, and answer on the
application, including the Applicant's Declaration and
Certification, and has verificd the accuracy of every answer.

Interpreter's Signature

7.a. Interpreter's Signature

Part 5 pg. 6

Part 5. Contact Information, Declaration, and
Signature of the Person Preparing this

Application, If Other Than the Applicant

Provide the following information about the preparer.

Preparer's Full Name
La. Preparer's Family Name (Last Name)
N/A |
Lb. Preparer's Given Name (First Name)
N/A ]
2. Preparer's Business or O Name (if any)
[n/A

Preparer's Mailing Address

3b. [1Apt. []Ste. []FL :]
3d. State :I 3.e. ZIP Code

3. Country

J

Preparer's Contact Information

4. Preparer's Daytime Telephone Number
N/A

5. Preparcr's Mobile Telephone Number (if any)

6. Preparcr’s Email Address (if any)

Part 5. Contact Information, Declaration, and
Signature of the Person Preparing this
Application, If Other Than the Applicant

(continued)

Preparer's Statement

7.a. || Tam notan attorney or accredited representative
but have prepared this application on behalf of
the appli and with the applicant's consent.

71.b. | Tam an attorney or accredited representative and

my representation of the applicant in this case
.| extends || does not extend beyond the
preparation of this application.

NOTE: Ifyou are an attorney or accredited ay
need to submit a completed Form G-28, Notice
of Entry of Appearance as Attorney or
Accredited Representative, with this application.

Preparer's Certification

By my signature, I certify, under penalty of perjury, that I
prepared this application at the request of the applicant. The
applicant then reviewed this completed application and
informed me that he or she understands all of the information
contained in, and submitted with, his or her application,
including the Applicant's Declaration and Certification, and
that all of this information is complete, true, and correct. [
completed this application based only on information that the
applicant provided to me or authorized me to obtain or use.

Preparer's Signature

8.a. Preparer’s Signature

[ v/a

8.b. Date of Signature (mm/dd/yyyy) N/A




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application
e —

Part 6. Additional Information

If you need extra space to provide any additional information
within this application, use the space below. If you need more

PART 6, Additional Information, pg. 7 space than what is provided, you may make copics of this page
to complete and file with this application or attach a scparate
Provide your name again as listed in Part 2, 1.a-1.c. sheet of paper. Type or print your name and A-Number (if any)
at the top of cach sheet; indicate the Page Number, Part
Leave blank Number, and Item Number to which your answer refers; and
sign and date cach sheet.
Reference Pg. 2, Part 2, Item 12 La. Family Name [“EAVILY NAME
(Last Name)
Lb. Given Name :
(First Name) First Name
e Write “Previous OPT/STEM Authorizations” and list your Le. Middle Name | N/A
previous OPT and STEM OPT start & end dates and receipt 2. A-Number (ifany) > A-
numbers

3.a. Page Number 3.b. Part Number 3.c. Item Number

2 2 12

*  Write “See attached documentation for previous OPT/ST
authorizations”

Previous OPT/STEM Authorizations:
OPT 1/8/2015-1/7/2016; WAC4565250057
OPT 8/8/2017-8/7/2018; SRC45985652500

* Include copies of all previous and OPT/STEM |-20s and EAD
cards with your application.

* If your previous OPT/ STEM OPT application was Rejected or (These are examples only)
Denied write “See attached documentation for previous I-765 See attached documentation for previous
STEM OPT rejection or denial.” Include a copy of the STEM | OPT/STEM authorizations.

OPT rejection notice with your application.

Berkeley

See attached documentation for previous I-765
STEM OPT rejection or denial.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application
e —

Part 6. Additional Information

If you need extra space to provide any additional information

P Par if . within this application, use the space below. If you need more
age 7, ra té you ) space than what is provided, you may make copics of this page
e most recently entered the US on a passport that is no longer to complete and file with this application or attach a scparate
valid and you now have a renewed passport shcctofpap‘cr. Type or print your name :md A-Number (if any)
at the top of cach sheet; indicate the Page Number, Part
If this does not apply to you skip to the next slide. :::;gdi?: C':f;"s;c';'t“b" O TPRRIC JOUE ST FEScEn;
PART 6, Additional Information, pPg. 7 La. Family Name | cAMILY NAME
(Last Name)
Provide your name again as listed in Part 2, 1.a-1.C. Lb. Given Name | pirot Name
(First Name)
Leave blank Le. Middle Name N/A

Reference Pg. 3, Part 2, Item 21.b. \m,.,% 2. A-Number (ifany)  A-
(If you already used sections use the next available sectiorT;

q 3.a. Page Number 3.b. Part Number 3.c. Item Number
a-d, etc.
4a-d, etc) 3 2 21b

Write an explanation that clarifies that you have two \.’nd). | most recently entered the US on MM-DD-YYYY

passports: one that you used for entry but is no longer valid, and with passport ##i and was issued 1-94

one that is currently valid. Hit#####.  Since this date, | have renewed my
Include copies of both passports and your 1-94 with your SRRSO TS0l etl @1 gy HET L e elis e
application. ##H#H####. See attached copies of both passports
and the [-94.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Co m p I ete t h e Fo rm I -765 4.a. PageNumber 4.b. Part Number 4.c. Item Number

3 2 28

PART 6, pg. 7, continued... 4.4.

Name of major in SEVIS: Civil and Environmental
#4.a-4.c. Reference Pg. 3, Part 2, Item 28 Engineering

University of California, Berkeley Approved CIP

(If you already used sections 4.a-d. use the next available section,

Code for Major: 45.9595
5a-d, etc.)

(this is an example only)

#4.d. Academic Info See attached I-20 and diploma or transcript

*  Write “Name of major in SEVIS:” and list your major as written
on your [-20

*  Write “University of California, Berkeley Approved CIP Code for
Major:” and list the CIP Code as written on I-20. (If your STEM
degree was received from a different school, NOT from UC
Berkeley, use your STEM degree school’s name.)

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status

° Wr|te “See attached |_20 and d|p|oma or transcript” U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVISID: N0012645978

. . . SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME GIVEN NAME Class of Admission
* Includ f |- d diplom t t
nclude copies of your I-20 and diploma or transcrip
[PREFERRED NAME PASSPORT NAME
0ski I i
ICOUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP -
ICHINA CANADA
DATE OF BIRTH ADMISSION NUMBER
1 JANUARY 1992 123456789
ACADEMIC AND
[FORM ISSUE REASON LEGACY NAME
. . . ICONTINUED ATTENDANCE - Updated Form I-20 or Name LANGUAGE
The CIP code is a 6-digit code (XX.XXXX)
SCHOOL INFORMATION
ISCHOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS
ound on Our |-20 [University of California at Berkeley Berkeley International Office, 2299 Piedmont,
[University of California at Berkeley Berkeley, CA 94720
° P .f I . d f 6 6 ISCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE
- Isela Pena-Rager SFR214F00615000
age 1if I-20 issued on/after 6/26/2015 peete senarane: T Serzaeiociconn
. . PROGRAM OF STUDY
* Page 3if I-20 issued before 6/26/15 Fre—— > o wons
[MASTER'S Chemica 1 Engineerin g 14.0701 None 00.0000
[PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES EARLIEST ADMISSION DATE
Required Student is proficient 20 JULY 2015
ISTART OF CLASSES PROGRAM START/END DATE
19 AUGUST 2015 19 AUGUST 2015 - 13 MAY 2016
FINANCIALS
ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 12 MONTHS STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 12 MONTHS
Tuition and Fees § 31,395 Personal Funds § 0
Living Expenses $ 18,000 Funds From This School 3§
Expenses of Dependents (0) $ Family Support $ 49,395
Other 5 On-Campus Employment 5




Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

IF YOU ADDED ANY INFORMATION TO PAGE 7, PART 6, you must add your
signature and the date to in the blank space at the bottom right-hand side of page 7.

You must sign and date by hand in black ink. Do NOT use any form of e-signature
including those that are replicas of your exact hand-written signature. USCIS
frequently denies applications with e-signatures.

Oski Beawr August 1,2018

Form I-765 I:I Page 7 of 7

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

You are done with the I-765!

1. Review all the information on the form for accuracy. You must submit ALL 7 pages of the
paper |-765.

2. Make a copy of your completed I-765 application to keep for your records, in case there is
a problem with the application.

3. Next, gather the required documentation and copies. See the following slides...

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 2: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Photocopy of UCB OPT STEM I-20 (all
pages):

Must be received by USCIS within 60 days of
DATE ISSUED on page 1.

Original must be signed by a BIO advisor by
hand before copying.

Original must be signed by hand by the stud
at the bottom of page 1 before copying.

The requested OPT start and end dates wil
appear on page 2.

Do not mail the original I-20.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Department of Homeland Security 1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement OMB NO. 1653-0038
SEVISID: N =
[SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME GIVEN NAME CLASS
PREFERRED NAME PASSPORT NAME
COUNTRY OF BIRTH COUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP -—
[DATE OF BIRTH ADMISSION NUMBER

ACADEMIC AND
[FORM ISSUE REASON LEGACY NAME LANGUAGE
CONTINUED ATTENDANCE

SCHOOL INFORMATION

SCHOOL NAME SCHOOL ADDRESS
University of California at Berkeley Berkeley International Office,Berkeley,CA 94720
University of California at Berkeley
srunnT ATEICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE
SFR214F00615000
|international Student & Scholar Advisox 27 JANUARY 2003
PROGRAM OF STUDY
EDUCATION LEVEL MAJOR 1 MAJOR 2
[DOCTORATE Political Science and Government, None 00.0000
General 45.1001
[NORMAL PROGRAM LENGTH PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES
48 Months Required Student is proficient
[PROGRAM START DATE PROGRAM END DATE
21 JANUARY 2014 18 DECEMBER 2015
FINANCIALS
STIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 12 MONTHS STUDENT'S FUNDING FOR: 12 MONTHS
$ 30,903 Personal Funds $ 0
$ 18,000 Dept. Support s 48,903
$ 0 Funds From Another Source $
B On-Campus Employment s
5 48,903 TOTAL s 48,903
REMARKS
SCHOOL ATTESTATION

bove was entered before I signed this form and is true and correct. I executed this form in the United

r officials of the school of the student's application, transcripts, or other records of courses taken

jor to the iaQrm. The school has determined that the above named student's
wi#€required to pursue. program of study e defined by 8 CFR 214.2()(6). 1 am a

ie this form.

DATE ISSUED

1 certify under penalty of perjury that all information provid
States after review and evaluation in the United States by me or
land proof of financial responsibility, which were received at the scl
lqualifications meet all standards for admission to the school and the st
(designated school official of the above named school and am authorized o i
X

PLACE ISSUED
[SIGNATURE OF: , International Studentwc:nbe! 20 Berkeley, CA
Scholar Advisor

STUDENT ATTESTATION

[ have read and agreed to comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and those of any extension of stay. I certify that all information provided on this form
refers specifically to me and s true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I certify that I seck to enter or remain in the United States temporarily, and solely for the

lpurpose of pursuing a full program of study at the school named above. I also authorize the named school to release any information from my records needed by DHS

lpursuant to 8 CFR 214.3(g) to determine my nonimmigrant status. Parent or guardian, and student, must sign if student is under 18.

X
[SIGNATURE OF: DATE
X
INAME OF PARENT OR GUARDIAN SIGNATURE ADDRESS (city/state or province/country) DATE

ICE Form 1-20 (3/31/2018) Page1of3




Step 4: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Photocopy of PREVIOUS OPT I-20
(all pages):

Page 2 should show your initial 12-
month OPT authorization.

Do I need copies of my previous CPT [-20s?

No! USCIS doesn’t need to review your
previous CPT usage. They only need to review
your prior OPT and STEM authorizations.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 2: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

. P CHN 130
Photocopy of Passport and Visa: e T
'ﬁnc'&ﬁuﬁ'
* Photocopy your current passport biographic R e
page with the photo and passport expiration 26 06T 1958 ST

et R 2002.08.24

date.

CHNWANGS<<NENYIC<CCCCCCLCCLCLCCLLLCLCLLLCLLCCLLC

* If this is not the passport you used on your 541237CHNS810262F02082421920USAB<<<<<<70
last entry to the U.S., also include a copy of
the passport you used when you made entry
to the U.S, even if it is expired. (You will
provide information on the expired passport

on pg. 7.)

* Photocopy the F-1visa, if applicable; visa
does not need to be valid.

issue Date
28DEC2007

N00047
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT
wx P-1-00352. SECTION212(E) APPLIES.

CLEARANCE RECEIVED 26-DEC-2007

VNUSA << << << <LK LKL <LK

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA




Step 4: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Photocopy of I-94 Information:

The 1-94 can be either:

* An electronic I-94 record. Visit:
www.cbp.gov/ig4 to access
and print your record.

OR

e apaper |-94 card stapled into your
passport. Include a copy of both sides,
even though the back side may be blank.

OR

e acopy of an I-797 Change of Status
Approval Notice which includes a new |-

94.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

8 U.S. Customs and Border Protection

3 Securing America’s Border

Most Recent 1-94

Admission (1-94) Record Number : 2123456789
Most Recent Date of Entry: 2017 March 06
Class of Admission : F1

Admit Until Date : D/S

Details provided on the 1-94 Information form:

Last/Surname : WANG
First (Given) Name : WENY!
Birth Date : 19580ctober26

Passport Number:  M123456
Country of Issuance : China

Get Travel History

> Effective April 26, 2013, DHS began automating the admission process. An alien lawfully admitted or paroled into
the U.S. is no longer required to be in possession of a preprinted Form 1-94. A record of admission printed from the
CBP website constitutes a lawful record of admission. See 8 CFR § 1.4(d).

» If an employer, local, state or federal agency requests present your (1-94)
number along with any required by that employer or agency.

B Note: For security reasons, we recommend that you close your browser after you have finished retrieving your
1-94 number.

Electronic I-94 Record

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
US. Customs and Border Protecton

21. Coustry of Citizership

ctumm 1o (he same school, see
rroadering this permit.

Port: Departure Record
Date:
Carrier:

Flight # ¢ Ship Namse:

Paper I-94 (front)

Paper 1-94 (back)



http://www.cbp.gov/i94

Step 4: Prepare and submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Photocopy of current OPT EAD:
(and previous STEM EADs if applicable)

* Include a copy of the front and back of
the card.

* Include I-797 notice of approval if
available.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

@ b e

SAITED STATES 0F AMERRA 3l M7 AUTHORIATION CARD.
qu tar ¥ 4 "'-mmuu
Y — mtv

Catogory Caie
R unoo-m C09 SRC0000000773
Compy of Rty

1
NOT VALID FOR REENTRY TO US. )

20000777 | SRR 100 000 A 0 b i

Services
This cad i 4ot evidiece of US. ¢
mm-mca—ummnmnuu& Qovarmemat.
The porsen KLl S semorized 12 work @ the U S for the valdly of s owd.
T | v

AN N0 2wy S N 3D Nl e SC PG s A, S, TH G

IAUSADDOOOO7733SRCO000000773<<
2001012M110510BETHLSL<C<<<<CL<<4
SPECIMENZSLKTESTEVOIDLLLLKLL<L<LK

v




Step 4: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Photocopy of Diploma or Official Transcripts

* Your diploma or official transcripts must show

. THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
the major and degree level that makes you

ON THE NOMINATION OF THE
GRADUATE COUNCIL OF THE BERKELEY DIVISION

eligible for the STEM extension. Final
Transcripts are preferred.

For information about obtaining your UC
diploma if you do not have it, see

HAVE CONFERRED UPON

Oski Bear

THE DEGREE OF MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN ENGINEERING
WITH ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES THERETO PERTAINING

GIVEN AT BERKELEY THIS TWENTY-NINTH DAY OF JANUARY
IN THE YEAR NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY-FOUR

http://registrar.berkeley.edu/diplomas.html o] B

* For information about ordering official
transcripts see:
http://registrar.berkeley.edu/Default.aspx?Pagel
D=tranalumni.html|

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



http://registrar.berkeley.edu/diplomas.html
http://registrar.berkeley.edu/Default.aspx?PageID=tranalumni.html

Step 4: Prepare and Submit the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Previous Degrees or Previous STEM Extensions

* If the OPT STEM Extension is based on a previously earned STEM degree (NOT
the degree listed on your current 12- Month OPT) you must also include:

— A copy of your I-20 from the previous school. If the I-20 is not available, either request
1) a screenshot of your F-1 SEVIS record from the previous school OR 2) a letter from
your previous international office stating your name, SEVIS ID, the dates of your
attendance, and your STEM major and CIP code.

— Evidence that the previous school is currently accredited by the U.S. Department of
education

— Evidence that the previous school is certified by SEVP

* YOU DO NOT NEED TO SUBMIT THIS IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR STEM WITH
YOUR MOST RECENTLY EARNED DEGREE FROM UC BERKELEY, WHICH IS
LISTED ON YOUR OPT [-20!

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Berkeley



https://ope.ed.gov/dapip/
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/school-search

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Additional STEM OPT Documents:
CIP COdEIMaior Name Mismatch SEVIS ID: N0012645978

SURNAME/PRIMARY NAME GIVEN NAME Class of Admission
*  In some cases, your UC Berkeley Major Name on your i e F_l

transcript/diploma and does not match the CIP Code name sossoN bR

1 JENUARY 1992 123456789

FORM ISSUE REASON v ACADEN]:!:C AND
listed on page 1 of your I-20. (Example: Your Major title is T IRRIHE - Dol dome B ety ST e
“Journalism” the designated CIP code for the Journalism degree at e — T T

UC Berkeley is 09.0702— Digital Communication and mwm S —
Media/Multimedia.) oot sy — =

- BIO recommends that students in these “CIP Code/Major e enonnes e S
Name Mismatch” programs submit a letter of explanation B oo i B R
FINANCIALS
with the STEM application to avoid any confusion by mition i sean T s s e 5o

Living Expenses $ 18,000 Funds From This School

$
Expenses of Dependents (0) $ Family Support $ 49,395
. Other s §

On-Campus Employment

TOTAL § 49,395 TOTAL § 49,395

*  Review the Additional STEM OPT Documents, CIP EMARKS
Code/Major Name Mismatch section of the STEM
Webpage tO See |f a |etter IS recommended for your maJOr. ?ifltfsuoni;‘fel;iﬁitﬂ?gmllmfomm'ivnpmwdedBbovewsemeredbemrelsxgnedllusfmmmdBuueundcumul.lexeculeddusforminﬂleUmled

States after review and evaluation in the United States by me or other officials of the school of the student’s application, transcripts, or other records of courses taken
and proof of financial responsibility, which were received at the school prior Lo the execution of this form. The school has determined that the above named student’s
qualifications meet all standards for admission to the school and the student will be required to pursue a full program of study as defined by 8 CFR 214.2()(6). I am a
designated school official of the sbove named school and am authorized to issue this form.

What are CIP Codes? Classification of Instructions SIGRATORE OF Toe1a Fens-Rager, Toiemmationsl SEosert  0a mune 2017 ot
|Advisor

Programs (CIP) codes are published by the National SIUDINT ATTESTATION
T have read and agreed to comply with the terms and conditions of my admission and those of any extension of stay. I certify that all information provided on this form
H H H fers specifically te d st d ct to the best of my knowledge. I certify that I seek to ents in in the United States ter ily, and solely for th
Center for Education Statistics (NES) & are used by pios ofpuing Tl rogtan of <tudy t the schoolnamed above. 110 authriz the e school 0 rleas any nfortion rom my records ded by DIS
pursuant to 8 CFR 214.3(g) to determine my nonimmigrant status. Parent or guardian, and student, must sign if student is under 18.

SEVIS to designate a student” s major. Your CIP x

SIGNATURE OF: Oski Bear DATE

code determines whether your major has been - X___ P R
(city/state or province/country)  DATE
designated as a STEM degree.

ICE Form 120 (3/31/2018) Pagelof3

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/employment/stemopt

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Gather the required documentation

Additional STEM OPT Documents: Concurrent H-1B & STEM Applications

Filing an H-1B and a STEM applications concurrently can sometimes cause
complications in your SEVIS record. If you are planning to file for an H-1B and STEM
at the same time, you should submit your OPT STEM application on time, before
the original 12 month EAD expires.

BIO recommends including the following letter with your STEM Extension
application to USCIS:

e STEM/Cap-Gap Letter: Include this letter if a Cap-Gap Extension appears on your
OPT STEM |-20.

* STEM/H-1B Letter : Include this letter if NO Cap-Gap Extension currently
appears on your |-20, but your employer has filed for an H-1B for you and your
OPT expires before 9/30.

e See H-1B & STEM Extension information at the end of this tutorial.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/stem_cap_gap_letter.pdf
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/employment/cap-gap
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/stem_h1b_letter.pdf

Step 4: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

USCIS must receive the OPT STEM application:

No later than 60 days after the OPT STEM I-20
ISSUE DATE on page 1.

o The issue date is located next to the advisor’s signature
on page 1 of the OPT STEM I-20.

No later than the end date of your current 12-month
OPT as noted by your EAD. Please account for mailing
time.

If you have received a Cap-Gap Extension of your I-20,
you must still submit your STEM application to USCIS
before the expiration of your 12 month EAD

You may apply up to 9o days before your current OPT
end date.

E-filed applications are immediately receipted on
the day you fully submit the online request.

For E-filed applications, USCIS uses UTC or
Coordinated Universal Time to determine the
time/date filed. If you are filing CLOSE to your

We recommend that you apply early.

Department of Homeland Security

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

1-20, Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status
OMB NO. 1653-0038

SEVIS ID:

[SURNAMEPRIMARY NAME
PREFERRED NAME
ICOUNTRY OF BIRTH

;)A'l E OF BIRTH

[FORM ISSUE REASON
[CONTINUED ATTENDANCE

GIVEN NAME CLASS

PASSPORT NAME
CCOUNTRY OF CITIZENSHIP I i -
ADMISSION NUMBER

ACADEMIC AND
LEGACY NAME LANGUAGE

SCHOOL INFORMATION

SCHOOL NAME
University of California

at Berkeley
University of California at Berkeley
ISCHOOL OFFICIAL TO CONTACT UPON ARRIVAL

ational Student & Scholar Advisor

SCHOOL ADDRESS
Berkeley International Office,Berkeley,CA 94720
SCHOOL CODE AND APPROVAL DATE

15000

SFR214F00615!
27 JANUARY 2003

ntern
PROGRAM OF STUDY

[EDUCATION LEVEL
[BACHELOR'S

INORMAL PROGRAM LENGTH
24 Months

[PROGRAM START DATE
23 AUGUST 2012

MAJOR | MAJOR 2

Computer Science 11.0701 None 00.0000

PROGRAM ENGLISH PROFICIENCY ENGLISH PROFICIENCY NOTES
Required Student is proficient

zzzzzzz

FINANCIALS

ESTIMATED AVERAGE COSTS FOR: 6 MONTHS
Tui Fees

TOTAL

REMARKS

SCHOOL ATTESTATION

ISIGNATURE OF:
Scholar Advisor

«
the above named student’s
by 8CFR214.2(1)(6). 1ama

PLACE ISSUED

STUDENT ATTESTATION

I have read and agreed to comply with the te
1o me and i

stay. | cenify that all information provided on this form
tes temporasily, and solely for the
n from my records needed by DHS

lpurpose of pursuing a ull program of
pursuant to 8 CFR 214.3(g) o determine my
X s
ISIGNATURE OF: DATE
X
NAME OF PARENT OR SIGNATURE ADDRESS (city/state or province/country) _ DATE

ICE Form 1-20 (3/31/2018)

Pagelof3

deadline check the UTC time/date of filing! Your application must be submitted to USCIS from
within the U.S. If you exit the U.S. and do not re-enter

Track the status of your mailed application to be and file BEFORE your OPT EAD end date you cannot

certain it was delivered on time.

return and will lose your option for STEM OPT.


https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/employment/cap-gap
https://www.timeanddate.com/time/aboututc.html

Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

TOP 3 MOST COMMON OPT STEM DENIAL REASONS

1. Payment problems (application by Mail):

Check or Credit Card payment: Money is not in account at time of processing
incorrect fee amount. Check the current fee at: https://www.uscis.qov/i-765

Check, money order, or credit card form not completed properly
Wrong dates on check, money order (U.S Date style = MONTH/DAY/YEAR = MM/DD/YYYY)

If you e-file the I-765 USCIS will calculate the correct payment, and you will not be able to submit the request if there is a payment
problem

2. Copy of OPT STEM I-20 (pages 1-3) is TOO OLD

New OPT STEM applications: USCIS must receive your complete OPT application no later than 60 days after the ORIGINAL OPT
STEM I-20 ISSUE DATE on page 1 of the I-20.

Resubmission after OPT STEM Rejection or Denial: If your STEM OPT is REJECTED OR DENIED you must NOTIFY BIO that your
OPT has been rejected or denied. You may need to request a NEW OPT I|-20 recommendation FROM BIO before you resubmit

your OPT STEM application. Again, USCIS must receive your new, complete OPT re-application no later than 6o days after the OPT
I-20 ISSUE DATE on page 1 of the [-20 AND BEFORE the expiration of your OPT EAD.

3. |-765 problems (application by Mail):

Check the Current Edition of the form:
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Incomplete or incorrect form fields

Not signed, or not signed in ink by hand Applications may be rejected or denied for other reasons. These

Wrong version of the form are the most common reasons as observed by BIO advisers.

If your application is rejected or denied you might still be able to
re-apply to USCIS before the end of your OPT EAD.

If you receive a Rejection or Denial (or Request for Evidence)

notify BIO immediately, and ask for advice before your response.
B€I’k€l€y BIO sees many re-application denials which could have been

avoided by consulting an adviser before response.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



https://www.uscis.gov/i-765
https://www.uscis.gov/i-765

Step 2: Prepare and Mail the OPT Application

Mailing the I-765 OPT Application

Review the current filing address for the I-765 ON THE DATE
OF MAILING at https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses

Home > Forms > All Forms > Direct Filing Addresses for Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization

Direct Filing Addresses for Form |-765,
Application for Employment Authorization

If you are filing Form 1-765 with another form, file both forms at the location specified by the other form. For
example, if you are filing Form |-765 with a Form I-539, file both forms according to the Form 1-539 Instructions. Use
addresses below only when you are NOT submitting Form I-765 with another form.

# Close All ” OpenAll

Asylees/refugees and their spouses and children v

ies based on nationality v

Foreign students

Eligible dependents of employees of diplomatic missions, international
organizations, or NATO

1. Click on the Foreign Students sectior.
2. Find your eligibility category.

3. Choose the address based on your
type of mailing: Either U.S. Postal
Service or private courier (FedEx, UPS,
DHL) Write the address EXACTLY as
indicated on the webpage.

Foreign students

Eligibility
Category 8
CFR

274a.12

This is the
category you
selected in
question

27 on Form |-
765

(©3)00)
SEENOTE

Category Description Filing Location

F-1 Optional Practical Training (OPT)

NOTE: Do not write (c)(3)(i) as your
category on your application. Use one/f

U.S. Postal Service (USPS):
the following categories instead:

* (c)(3)(A), Pre-completion OPT
* (c)(3)(B), Post-completion OPT

¢ (c)(3)(C), 24-month extension for an
=1 student who has received 2
degree in science, technology, USCIS
engineering, or mathematics (STEM) Attn: I-765 C03
that appears on the STEM

designated Degree Program List

published on the SEVP website

edEx, UPS, and DHL deliveries:

BIO recommends FedEx as a reliable option. If using US
Postal Service, choose Express or Priority Mail option
Be sure your mailing option includes tracking and
guaranteed delivery.


https://www.uscis.gov/i-765-addresses




Step 3: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

Mail: You should receive the notice by mail within 2-4 weeks after
mailing the OPT application to USCIS.

E-file: You will receive a receipt notice immediately via your USCIS
online account, and later receive the paper receipt notice by mail.

* Thel-797C is very important.
If you lose the receipt, it may be very difficult to

replace it.

* Thel-797C is necessary if you want to:
1. inquire about the status of your OPT
application.
2. travel outside the U.S. while your OPT is
pending.

Receipt Number
The case number for the OPT application at USCIS. Check the
status of the case on the USCIS web site at https://www.uscis.gov

Received Date

Date when USCIS begins processing the application. (It may not be
the actual the application was received, but it is when the case was
entered into the system.)

Address Information
Verify your name, date of birth, and address on the |-765 receipt
notice. (Date of birth does not appear on e-filed notices.)

If incorrect, contact BIO immediately.

Contacting USCIS
If you have any problems or questions with the OPT application,
contact a BIO advisor before calling the USCIS Customer Service.



https://www.uscis.gov/

Step 3: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

Sign up for an account at https://www.uscis.gov. This
will allow you to receive automatic updates and
monitor your case. Click “Check Your Case Status”
and then select “Sign Up.”

General Case Tracking:
If you don’t sign up for an account, you can still track
your case using the “Check Your Case Status” Tool.

Address Changes:

If your address changes, you can update it online
through the “Change of Address” tool. Keep in mind
that address changes can take 10 business days to
process, and could jeopardize your OPT EAD delivery.
We recommend keeping the same address for your
entire OPT processing, if possible.

E-Filing

See what you can do with your USCIS online account

when e-filing, including;

e Getyour current case status and the history of your
case;

*  Respond to Requests for Evidence (RFEs);
e Access every notice USCIS sends you; and
¢ Send USCIS secure messages and get answers.

NEWS CITIZENSHIP GREEN CARD TOOLS

CASE STATUS

Click Here

&\
MAKE Uj GETHELP.
A o A | y
[ ! |
5 -
4 v A

ONLINE
Enter a Receipt Number 2
»
Why sign up for an
account?

® SIGNUP

RELATED TOOLS

o~
»

?Change

| of Address

« . UsCisProgessig” |
Times RERERY |

Submita
Case Inquiry

u Office
Locat’ions



https://www.uscis.gov/
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Step 3: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

Case Inquiries & Processing times:
You can submit inquiries and requests about your case using the Case Inquiry tool for these issues:

If you don’t receive your receipt notice, EAD or other notifications

If your case is pending longer than the normal processing time. See current USCIS processing times
for Form“l-765” for “Potomac Service Center” here: https://fegov.uscis.gov/processing-time/ SCROLL
ALL THE WAY DOWN THE PAGE TO SEE THE PROCESSING TIME FOR F-1 ACADEMIC STUDENT
EADS!

If there is an error on your receipt notice or EAD card

Expedites:
USCIS almost always denies F-1 student expedite requests for OPT. You can find expedite criteria here:
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/how-make-expedite-request USCIS may consider expediting if the request

meets one or more of the following criteria:

Severe financial loss to a company or person, if expedite is not due to applicant’s failure: (1) to file the
benefit request in a reasonable time frame; or (2) to respond to any RFE in a timely manner;

Urgent humanitarian reasons;

Compelling U.S. Government interests (such as urgent cases for the Department of Defense or DHS,
or other public safety or national security interests); or

Clear USCIS error.

NOTE: 1) Severe financial loss to a company means the company would be at risk of failing. 2) The need
to obtain employment authorization, standing alone, without evidence of other compelling factors,
does not warrant expedited treatment


https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-time/
https://www.uscis.gov/forms/how-make-expedite-request

Step 5: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

RFE: If there is a problem with your application, the USCIS may
send you a notice by mail called a “Request for Evidence (RFE).”
An RFE does not mean that your application has been rejected. It
simply means that you need to send in additional documents
before your EAD can be issued.

e Getting an RFE will delay the processing of your application.

Rejection/Denial: In some cases, if too many items are missing
from your application, USCIS will return the entire application to
you. If this happens, you must make the corrections and send the
application before the end date of your 60-day grace period.

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
U S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Notice of Action

™ Fage
JllNl 23, 2006 | of 3

Request for Evidence

Contact BIO
IMMEDIATELY if
you receive a RFE,
rejection, or denial.

To avoid delays, review your
application materials for
completeness and sign all the
forms before mailing them to
USCIS.

)
TMPORTANT: WHEN YOU HAVE COMPLIED WITH THE INSTRUCTIONS  THE INFORMATION REQUESTED RELOW MUST BE RECEIVED BY THIS OFFICE
ON THIS FORM, RESUBMIT THIS NOTICE ON TOP OF ALL REQUESTED  NO LATER THAN EIGHTY-FOUR (84) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE
DOCUMENTS AND /OR INFORMATION TO THE ADDRESS BELOW. THIS  1¥ YOU DO NOT PROVIDE THE REQUESTED DOCUMENTATION WITHIN THE
OFFICE HAS RETAINED YOUR PETITION/APFLICATION WITH  YIME ALLOTTED, YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE CONSIDERED ABANDONED
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS. PURSUANT TO § C.F.R. 103.2(R)(13) AND, AS SUCH, WILL BE DENTED,

CSC PIVV

RETURN THIS NOTICE ON TOP OF THE REQUESTED INFORMATION LISTED ON
THE ATTACHED SHEET.

Note: You are given until SEPTEMBER 23, 2006 in which to submit the information requested.

Pursuant to 8 C.E.R. 103.2(b) (11) failure to submit ALL evidence requested at one time may result in the
denial of your petition.

For more information, visit our websiteat WWW.USCIS.gov
Orcallusat 1-800-375-5283

Telephone service for the hearing impaired: 1-800-767-1833

You will be notified about any other petitions you filed. Save a photocopy of this notice. Please enclose a
copy of it if you write to us about this case, or if you file another application based on this decision. Our address is:

U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES

CALIFORNIA SERVICE CENTER

P.O. BOX 10590 Bar Code Label Here
LAGUNA NIGUEL, CA 92607-0590

(949) 831-8427

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Farm 1-797 (1/00) Please see additional information on the back.




Step 5: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

The Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

USCIS takes approximately 3-5 months for processing. The
observed average processing time at USCIS is 90-120 days,
but processing can take longer in some cases.

See current USCIS processing times for Form“l-765” for
“Potomac Service Center” here: https;/egov.uscis.gov/processing-
times/ SCROLL ALL THE WAY DOWN THE PAGE TO SEE THE
PROCESSING TIME FOR F-1 ACADEMIC STUDENT EADS!

While waiting, keep these things in mind.

e Your F-1 status & employment authorization will be
automatically extended for up to 180 days while your OPT
STEM application is pending. You may work during this time.

*  Achange in employment will require a new BIO 24-Month
STEM request AND a new [-983 with the new employer.

. Review card to make sure the information
is accurate. If not, contact a BIO advisor.

*  You must work full time in your field of study while on your
OPT STEM Extension *  Present your EAD to employers as proof of

your legal work authorization in the US.
¢ You may accumulate up to 150 days of unemployment on

OPT STEM inclusive of any time used during 12-month OPT. ~ ° The EAD is a required document for entry to

the U.S. during STEM OPT.
*  If you decide to return to school as a full-time student, you

must request a transfer or a change of level from Berkeley
International Office within 60 days of your EAD expiration
date.

e  Upload a copy of your EAD card at
io.berkeley.edu/ssu



https://egov.uscis.gov/processing-times
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/training/f-1/new_program

Step 3: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

e If your California Driver License has expired, you ~
can only renew the license after your OPT EAD California PRIVERLICENSE

EAD has been approved. ,
011234568 ~  ciAssc

EXP 0\8/31/2014-\ END NONE

. LNCARDHOLDER
= FNIMA

2570 24TH STREET
ANYTOWN, CA 95818

35:&8/31‘/4977
RSTRNONE L
e Ifyou live in a state other than California, check i EERAN L R e

jHa Condpstdet 3t 5 o5 wor 1a51b &

with the local DMV regarding requirements for s laipm, e 207
renewal

e  This is because your I-20 has expired, and
without proof of the OPT approval (and
continuing F-1 status) you won’t qualify to renew
the license.

08311977

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/living/driving

Step 5: Receive the Employment Authorization Document (EAD)

* Itis very rare for USCIS or SEVP to contact you via phone regarding your
application or your SEVIS record. Most notices from SEVP Portal are sent by
email, and most notices from USCIS are sent via mail. They will generally never
ask you for money.

* See USCIS’s website on how to avoid immigration scams, report
fraud, and find authorized legal services.

* You can report immigration scams by contacting the FTC. Please visit
the USCIS Avoid Scams Initiative website to learn more about avoiding
immigration scams and reporting fraud.

Berkeley
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImVza2VsbHlAYmVya2VsZXkuZWR1IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMSIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI2NjgxNjU5MjQiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiNjQ3MTgzMjEiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudXNjaXMuZ292L2F2b2lkLXNjYW1zL2ZpbmQtbGVnYWwtc2VydmljZXMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMTkwMzA1LjI2Njc3MTEifQ.-_4fCPGBefkWf0nBCMsT-nQ3eeTwlhMh_noSl0XKSsk
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6ImVza2VsbHlAYmVya2VsZXkuZWR1IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5fbGlua19pZCI6IjEwMiIsInN1YnNjcmliZXJfaWQiOiI2NjgxNjU5MjQiLCJsaW5rX2lkIjoiMjgwODM0ODYiLCJ1cmkiOiJicDI6ZGlnZXN0IiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cDovL3d3dy51c2Npcy5nb3YvYXZvaWRzY2FtcyIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTAzMDUuMjY2NzcxMSJ9.s3-iBPdFtAqkqSRHSAOt3Mll4A90kNkAbGkLXy9VaHI




Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

e Submit updates online at io.berkeley.edu/ssu

Berkeley Student SEVIS Update

* You must report any changes to your
employment, address, and/or name within 10 Logn %\3
days.

SSSSSSS

* Complete 6 Month validation with BIO.

Password

* Report Material Changes to your 1-983 to BIO
within 10 days.

* Annual Evaluation of Student Progress due at
12 and 24 Months

See STEM Reporting Requirements for instructions on
how to submit updates, validations, and evaluations.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/training/f-1/address_reporting

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

While on OPT STEM, you must update the Berkeley International Office within 10 days of
any changes to the following information:

*  Your Name

e Your Residential Address

e Your Phone & Email Address

*  Employer Name or Address

e  Starting or Ending Employment

*  Date of departure from the U.S. if you leave prior to OPT STEM end date and want to
end your OPT.

*  Change of status to another visa category

We recommend saving the website page showing your updated information.

In order to update your information, you will need your UC Berkeley
Student ID # and SEVIS # (found on your I-20; starts with Noo...).

Berkeley
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Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

« ALL STUDENTS ON OPT/STEM ARE
REQUIRED TO USE THE BIO SSU HUB TO
SUBMIT OPT UPDATES. BIO SSU Hub is a BIO &3
system.

Berkeley Student SEVIS Update

* Submit updates online at io.berkeley.edu/ssu.

Password

*  The Student Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP) has its own “SEVP Portal” for students on
OPT/STEM. On day 1 of your approved OPT, you will receive an email from SEVP with
instructions on how to create an account. This email will come from do-not-
reply.sevp@ice.dhs.gov.

* Beaware of scams: SEVP will NEVER ask you for a payment to register for the optional
SEVP Portal.

* Registration for SEVP Portal is OPTIONAL. BIO WILL NOT USE the SEVP Portal for OPT
reporting purposes. BIO recommends using SEVP Portal as “view-only.”

Berkeley
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https://io.berkeley.edu/ssu
mailto:do-not-reply.sevp@ice.dhs.gov

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

If you change employers during your 24-month STEM OPT period, follow the instructions
below. (If your STEM EAD has not yet been approved by USCIS, contact a BIO advisor for more
information.)

Log into SSU and do the following:
1. Update your address/phone/email.

2. Add the new employer information and upload a new |-983 form for the new employer. You will choose the
delivery method for your new I-20.

3. Edit your previous employer and add end date and upload the Final Evaluation |-983 page &.
Upload a copy of your STEM EAD (if we don’t have it already).

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



https://io.berkeley.edu/ssu
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

Material changes may include, but are not limited to:

Change in employer address or supervisor.

Any change of the employer’s Employer Identification Number, (i.e., the company’s
Federal Tax ID number) resulting from a change in the employer’s ownership or
structure.

Any reduction in your compensation that is not tied to a reduction in hours worked.
Any significant decrease in hours per week that you engage in a STEM training
opportunity.

Changes to the employer’s commitments or your learning objectives as documented
on the Form 1-983.

Updated Material Changes via a revised 1-983 needs to be submitted to BIO
within 10 business days.

Berkeley
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Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

e STEM OPT students must submit a validation report to BIO every six
months starting from the date the 24-month extension begins and
ending when the student’s F-1 status ends.

e 4validations in total over 24-month OPT STEM Extension time.

* Your F-1record may be terminated if you fail to report each 6
months.

* Check your STEM OPT start date and mark your calendar for each 6
month interval of your STEM Extension for your reporting deadlines.
(Example: Your STEM Extension Starts January 1, 2017. You must
submit 6 month validations on July 1, 2017, on January 1, 2018, on July
12018 and on Jan 1, 2019 .)

e Be sure to check email reminders from BIO.

Berkeley
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http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/training/f-1/address_reporting

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

*  You must submit Form 1-983 page 5 “Evaluation of Student Progress” to BIO
each 12 months and/or any time you leave an employer.

* Your employer must review and sign the self evaluation to attest to the
accuracy.

* Your F-1record may be terminated if you fail to submit your evaluations.

* Check your STEM start date and mark your calendar for each 12 month
interval of your STEM Extension for your reporting deadlines. (Example: Your
STEM Extension Starts January 1, 2017. You must submit an annual evaluation
January 1, 2018, and a final evaluation by January 1, 2019.)

* Be sure to check email reminders from BIO.

Berkeley
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https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/form-i-983-overview

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

* You can see your reporting deadlines in the SSU Hub.

* Validation Report links will become available during your reporting
period.

STEM Validation Report €

While on STEM, you must complete a validation report every 6 months. Verify that all your Contact information and Employer information above is up-to-date then click Validate. The Validate link
will only be available during the reporting window.
Note: Older Validation Reports may not show here. To see all previous Validation Reports, click “See All your Form Submissions” below.

Validation Type Due Date Reporting Window &) Status ©) Validation Report
6-month 4/3/2018 3/24/2018 - 4/13/2018 No Longer Available
12-month (Eval required) 10/3/2018 9/23/2018 - 10/13/2018 Accepted View

18-month 4/3/2019 3/24/2019 - 4/13/2019 Submitted View

Final (Final Eval required) 10/2/2019 9/22/2019 - 10/12/2019 Not Yet Due

Berkeley
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Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

STEM Student Due Date Announcement

Hello, [student name]

Your STEM OPT Reporting Deadlines

While on STEM OPT, you must give your designated school
official (DSO):
1.Validation reports to confirm that your address and
employer information in SEVIS is correct. These are due
every six months.
2.Two Evaluations of Student Progress (page 5 of the Form I-
983) . These are due:
a. 12 months after your STEM OPT starts and
b. 24 months after your STEM OPT starts.
3.Evaluation of Student Progress (page 5 of the Form I-3983)
) S S S | '” | '| H d when you stop working for a STEM employer before your STEM
EVl EVP Porta WI a SO emal you remln erS OPT authorization ends. These are due within 10 days after
you stop working for the employer.

regarding your 6 Month Validations and Annual Your reporting deadlines:
Evaluations. Remember, you’ll do this reporting
through the BIO SSU Hub.

Date What is Due?

£
w

Validation repert feor address and employer

r oy e
(=] ]
P
wn

* You can also check your reporting deadlines via
the SEVP Portal.
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o

e
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Missing these deadlines may affect the state of your SEVIS
record.

For more information, go to the STEM OPT EHub
(https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/stem-opt-hub) pages on the
Study in the States website.

Berkeley

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA



Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

* Avoid long absences from the U.S. during the STEM OPT period. Time spent outside
of the U.S. while unemployed by a U.S. employer counts toward your 150 days of
unemployment.

* Attempting to re-enter the U.S. close to the expiration date of your OPT can be risky.

* You must not enter the U.S. in a status other than F-1. This may result in the loss of
your OPT eligibility.

Travel While STEM OPT is Pending, But Before STEM OPT Card is Received

* There is a higher risk associated with travel and return while your STEM OPT is pending
after the program completion date of your OPT EAD. If there are any problems with your
application, you may not be able to respond to USCIS in a timely manner, which could delay
processing of your EAD.

* If your STEM OPT application is denied while outside the U.S., and your original OPT EAD
has expired, you will not be able to re-enter the U.S. in F-1 status and will not be able to
reapply.

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Berkeley




Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

If you are traveling abroad and your F-1 visa has expired, you must obtain a new F-1 visa before
returning to the U.S. When going to your visa interview, bring the documents below. For more
information, visit: http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/visa_application.

1. Valid passport (at least 6 months in the future)

2. Valid STEM I-20 with travel endorsement from a Berkeley International Office
advisor within the past 6 months

3. STEM EAD Card

4. Proof of current STEM OPT employment (employer should match employer info listed on the I-
20)

5. Evidence of sufficient funds (e.g. a bank statement, a letter from a
sponsor or a job offer letter)

Check the U.S. Department of State website for more information about getting a visa and specific
requirements at the local embassy or consulate.

Berkeley
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http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/visa_application
http://www.travel.state.gov/

*  You have a 60 day grace period following
the end of your STEM OPT EAD.

* The only additional extension of OPT
available is the OPT Cap-Gap Extension,
for students who have an accepted cap-
subject H-1B application.

* Failure to exit, continue your F-1 status, or
timely request a Cap-Gap Extension or
USCIS Change of Status will result in
accrual of days of unlawful presence.

* If you receive an extension of your OPT,
the grace period will begin after the end
of the extension period.

Berkeley
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Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

If you do not extend your STEM OPT via the
H1-B Cap-Gap, and your EAD expires, you have
the following options before the end of the 6o
days grace period:

1. Exit the U.S. within 60 days.

2. Continue your F-1 Status & Studies:
Transfer your |-20 to continue studies at
another school OR request a Change of
Educational Level to begin new studies at
UC Berkeley.

3. Work with immigration legal counsel
regarding a Change of Status application
to a new visa category. You will need to
check with your legal counsel regarding
your allowed period of stay or required

exit date if you have a pending change of

status when your grace period ends.



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/employment/cap-gap
http://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/students/training/f-1/new_program

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

Can | file for an H1-B and a STEM
Extension at the same time?

Yes, but filing these applications concurrently can
sometimes cause complications in your SEVIS
record. You can apply for an STEM OPT

Extension before your OPT EAD expires. If you are
planning to file for an H-1B and STEM at the same
time, you should submit your STEM OPT
application on time, before the original 12 month
EAD expires. You should also be mindful to take
extra steps when filing for your STEM OPT
Extension and continuing your F-1 status:

*  Before requesting a STEM I-20, check with your
employer and the legal counsel working on your H-1B
and confirm that your employer recommends that
you file STEM/H-1B concurrently at this time.

*  When submitting your STEM OPT Extension, include

Berkeley
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the STEM/Cap-Gap Letter if a Cap-Gap appears on
your OPT STEM [-20.

If no Cap-Gap currently appears on your I-20, but
your employer has filed for the H-1B and your OPT
expires before 9/30, include the STEM/H1B Letter.

Update BIO as soon as possible regarding any
Withdrawal or Denial of your H-1B petition. These
actions may have an impact on your SEVIS record,
and a BIO adviser will need to review the record to
see if any corrections need to be made.

If your H-1B is approved, the STEM OPT Extension (or
pending STEM OPT Extension) will end on the date
your H-1B becomes effective. Report the end of your
OPT via the SSU Hub. Select “"Report Early
OPT/Academic Training Completion” and provide
your I-797 Approval Notice From USCIS. Your F-1
record will be completed after the effective date of
your H-1B.



https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/stem_cap_gap_letter.pdf
https://internationaloffice.berkeley.edu/sites/default/files/stem_h1b_letter.pdf
https://io.berkeley.edu/ssu

Step 6: Maintaining Your F-1 Status & STEM Reporting Requirements

My employer filed for my H-1B and the petition has been approved. Should I file for
the STEM OPT Extension if my H-1B is already approved for Oct. 1?

You may not need a STEM OPT Extension if your OPT is ending, and your H-1B has already been
approved. If this is your situation, check with a BIO adviser before submitting your STEM OPT
Extension request. An adviser will need to review your record and H-1B approval notice. An adviser will
determine whether a STEM OPT Extension or Cap-Gap |-20 is better for you.

Before contacting a BIO adviser, make sure that you have 1) uploaded a copy of your OPT EAD card to
the SSU Hub and 2) have your H-1B |-797 Approval Notice From USCIS.

Berkeley
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

What is considered full-time employment on the 24-
month OPT STEM Extension? Students must work at least
20 hours per week for an E-Verify employer in a position directly
related to the STEM degree, following the goals and objectives
stated in the |-983 training plan. All employers must be authorized
on the I-20 and in SEVIS.

I have two part-time jobs. One of the employers is
enrolled in E-Verify but the other is not. Is this

allowed? No, only full-time employment is allowed at your STEM-
eligible E-Verify registered employer.

How many days of unemployment am I allowed while

on the 24-month STEM OPT Extension? Students who
receive a 24-month OPT STEM extension are given an additional 60
days of unemployment for a total of 150 days over their entire
post-completion OPT period.

What counts as unemployment? Each day during the
period when OPT authorization begins and ends that the student
does not have qualifying employment counts as a day of
unemployment.

Can | continue to work while my 24-month STEM OPT Extension
is pending? If a student’s EAD expires while the STEM Extension
application is pending with USCIS, the student is authorized to work
until USCIS makes a decision about the application, but not more than
180 days from the date the student’s initial OPT EAD expires.

What documents should | present to my employer once my 12-
month OPT expires and my STEM OPT is pending?

The student should present the employer with the expired EAD card,
the form I-20 recommending the student for STEM OPT Extension,
and proof of the timely filing with USCIS (STEM OPT I-797 receipt
notice).

Can | change STEM employers after my STEM EAD is approved?
Yes, see our OPT Reporting page for instructions on submitting a
request to change employers. You should not start working before
receiving authorization for the new employer.

Can | switch employers while my STEM OPT application is
pending? Yes, but we do NOT recommend this. We recommend
changing employers after the EAD is approved, if possible. Please
contact BIO for instructions regarding how to change employers
while your application is pending.
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Optional Practical Training (OPT) 24-Month STEM Extension Tutorial

Can | travel outside the US during my approved OPT

STEM period? Yes.* However, if the student whose approved
period of OPT has started travels outside of the U.S. while
unemployed, the time spent outside the U.S. will count as
unemployment against the 9o/150-day limits. See the OPT Travel
page for required documents.

If a student travels while employed either during a period of leave
authorized by an employer or as part of their employment, the time
spent outside the US will not count as unemployment.

Can | travel outside the U.S. while my 24-month STEM
Extension OPT is pending?

Yes*, travel while your OPT STEM application is pending is possible
if you have a valid F-1 visa and STEM I-20 signed within the past 6
months. You should travel with a copy of your |-797 receipt notice
and proof of your STEM employment. See the OPT Travel page for
required documents.

*If your employer has filed for an H-1B for you, please discuss your
travel plans with your BIO adviser and with the legal counsel
working on the H-1B request. BIO advisers can advise on travel as an
F-1, but we cannot advise on how the travel might impact your H-1B
application.

Can | renew my visa while on STEM OPT?

Yes, you are eligible to renew your visa while on STEM
OPT. Remember, that you are still applying for an F-1
nonimmigrant visa, which means you must demonstrate
ties to your home country. See Applying for a Visa for a
complete list of documents and advice on renewing the
visa during STEM OPT and feel free to discuss your
concerns with an adviser. Be advised that you MUST have
an approved STEM EAD to apply for a new visa.

What documents do | need to re-enter the U.S

with approved STEM OPT?
If you are eligible for travel, you will need:

* Avalid passport with an unexpired F-1 visa stamp (if
applicable).

e Form I-20, signed on page 2 by an adviser at Berkeley
International Office within the last 6 months.

* Unexpired EAD Card.

* Proof of employment (or employment offer).
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Want to review all your documents in detail before mailing them to USCIS?
Attend one of BIO’s STEM OPT Document Check Workshops!

These group workshops allow you to follow along as a BIO adviser leads
you through the application step by step and cover required documents,
how to fill out the forms, and most common mistakes in the application. In
addition, there is a Q&A portion during which you can ask specific
questions about your own application.

See our Events calendar to sign up for an upcoming session.

Still have questions?
Come talk to a BIO advisor at Berkeley International Office during advising hours.
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