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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" Guns N' Roses 
As heard on Appetite for Destruct ion (GEFFEN) 

Words and Music by W. Axl Rose, Slash, Izzy Strad lin', Duff McKagan and Steven Adler • Transcribed by Andy Aled ort and Matt Scharfglass 

All guitars are tuned down one half step (low to high: Eb Ab Db Gb Bb Eb). 
Bass tu ning (low to high): Eb Ab Db Gb. 
All notes and chords sound one half step lower than written (keys of Db and Eb minor) . 
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~ Intro (0:00) 

Moderate Rock q = 120 
N.C.(D) 
Gtr. I (e lec. w/dist .) 
Riff A (repeat pre vious measure) 

(0) 

7 Gtr I 
15 -- 14 

~1 s -14 - 12- '- 14- '- 14 .,, 
~ 12 

I I I 
Gtr. 2 (elec. w/dist .) 

P.M .••••• ••••••••••• •••• , . 
3 
2 I I I I I I I I 0 

p *repeat previous chord 

Bass (w/c horus effect) 

- ~ 

Gtr. 3 
G 

(Em) 

end Riff A 

I I I 

I I 
-f 

ba11d emers (0:15) 

D 
Gtr. I repeats Riff A ( see meas. I ) 
Gtr. 3 (acous.) - - - -• 2 2 

" 3 3 
:: , 2 2 
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Rhy. Fig. 1 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

D c 
Ctr. 1 playsfi rstsix meas. of Riff A (see meas.]) 
Ct r. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. I simile (see meas. 9) 
Gtr.3 

17 
Rhy. Fig. 2 
2--x~ - -- x~~-- - x- 2- 3- 2-0 
3- - x x x~~~~--~ g===~ ~ ~-+-+ --+---!- - ~ 

D 
Ctr. 1 plays Fill I 

~- --x •~~- - -3-- x- 3----,...~~-- ~ 
O-- X-.. -+---+--1- -r 

~--- x·~-i ---

G 

0-3- 2- 0 3 
x 0 3-- x 
x g- x I 

f 
x 

I§ u x 

> > > > 
3- 2 

5- 3 

[1!J Verses (0:46, 1:47) 

1. She's got a smile 
2. She's got eyes 

that it seems to me 
of the bluest skies 

Dsus4 D D 
Ctr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. I twice simile (see meas. 9) 

end Rhy. Fig. 2 Gtr. 4 (elec. w/ligh1 dist.) 

~ 

reminds 
as 

~~~ - x--, .r-+- -- 
~ L.....<IL--X•---'L.4--''-- -0--X---1- --+-i----l'----~ 

2- - X-+--t----,l-- +--- -H__,--t-1--+---t- -+--+--+ -- t-+-- -t----t- -1- l-'---- -- ---- +-- ----------1 
3~--+- l---+--+--l---'- -+---+- -+--+-- -+ --+-,.._l--_-1--1- --+----+----'...__- - --------L -- ----- - ---' 

I 
> 

me of childhood memories 
if they thought of rain 
c 
Gtr.4 

Nowand then 
Her hair reminds 

w/chorus effect 

where everything 
I'd hate to 

G 

*let ring into next measure 
> 

was as fresh 
look into 

as the bright blue sky 
those eyes and see an ounce of pain 

D 

when I see her face she takes me away to that special place and if I 
and me of a wann safe place where as a child I'd hide 

Cadd9 

32 "/' · ---- ----!-- , · · , ... --, --·.+~------- ~ ---- 0- {0)- -- 2-,- (2)- 3-- -3 - 2-0- 3~ - --- -~-.....--- 0-.(0) •• 
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I I I I I I I lJ I O I lJ I lJ I lJ I lJ ,0- ,
0
- ,

0
- 1

1
-1

1-i2-rJ 
Fill I (0:42) 

Gtr. I (D) 
~12 ---1 2-14 ~ 15- 14- 12 rn OOTmttnnr~ 

Fi ll 2 (3:08, 3:23) 
D 

Gtr. 4 
1/2 
F .:~-. 1/4 

-= - ..,.,..:.::'.~:::::.-:.~3°i:a•::.=== ... 2-1-(;....2):....-<;....2:....)-3-:._-:._-:._-:_-:_======:t~ 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

stared too long I'd prob'ly break down and cry 
pray for the thunder and the rain to quietly 
G 

37 Gtr.4 
0 0 

3-0-3-(3) 3 

Gtr. 2 

0 
2 

3 

Bass 

3--0 - 3 - 3 -- 0-3 3--0 - 3- 3 - 0 

I LJ I LJ I LJ 

whoa sweet child of mine 
cs 05 11 

42 
15 

15-14 

14-12 

47 let ring_- :: - _______ - :.:.- :: - ________ -:.,-:: - _____ , 

51--- --H151--- --

I. 

G 

D 

0 
0 

14 

pass 

[g 1st and 2nd Choruses 
(1:16, 2:17) 

Whoa me by I 
A 
G1r. 1 

(3)- ---+-2'+--- -- ~- ----- --- 
-- -.....- -!-....;....:-3~--.:,..< -- ---+ f----

Whoa 
A 

oh oh 

*ro m11()site arrm1geme111 

~ ~ 

5- --5- 5)-5-5 

I ~ 

oh sweet love of mine 
C5 

c 
Ctr. 2 pl ays Rhy. Fi g. I simil e (se,, 11was. 9) 
Ctr. 3 plays Rhy. Fifi . 2 simil e (see mNJs. 17) 

D 
( go back to [ID ) 

full 
52 full full f ::; ------. full 

;.=c.-.-8:.· =-=-=--=--=-::~-~---_-_-_-_--,,-=;,----=...,=..... ...._,--.:i:.-::..-=- .----,,-10 - 10 ·(10)-(10)-- --- ------- - -- -~ 
::....__---t---! ....;:::.-- - --i-'-t--'t--'- -t--+-,1r0~- r10~)+- +- -+- --f. ~9 
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2. 

G D 

"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

Ooh 
Gtr. 2 p lays Rhy. Fig. 1 simile 
(see meas. 9) 
Gtr. 3 plays Rhy. Fi g. 2 simile 
( see meas. 17) 

+-~~~~~-X- 10 a-· ~~ 1- (7)·~~10 

Ah 

~-+-~-+---l>---+-~-+--+~-+-~-+---l>---+-~-+--+~-+-~-+---1~+-+--+-~~3~-0-3-3~-0~3 3-0-+---t~+-+--+--+~ 
I L.....J I L.......J 

rn] 3rd Chorus (3:04, 3:19) 

Ooh whoa Oh yeah Whoa oh oh oh sweet child of mine 
D A cs 

51..~· ... ~i~ :: :.: ·.: -~· ·1;·. ~ ·.:.· ·.:::.: ·.:.·. ~;· .......................... , *Gtrs. 2 and 4 

•co mposite arrang ement 

Ooh Whoa oh oh sweet love of mine 
DS11 D A cs 
G1r. 4 plays Fill 2 (see pr e1·ir111s page) 

71 Gtr. 2 Gtrs. 2 and 4 

I. 2. 

D DS D#S 
.--- --- -- P.M .• •••••• •• •••• •••• • , 

L-- J ---' 

> > > 

~-+~~-+~+--+~~-+~+-~+-~0~2~0~3~0~4~0-·~+---+-~+---+-~+---+-~+---+-~ ....... ~+--+~+--+~+--+~~~ 

I I I I 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

[!] 1st Guitar Solo (3:35) 

Em 
Gtr. I 

full~ 

c 87 Am 

~ ..:.-·..:.·· .:.·· .:.·· .:.:·.:.:·.:.:·~~7)15,-1~4 ~ 15,-1~2---12-14 
full full .--... ............. 
15- (15)- 12 · 17- (17) 16 , 

=- =LJ I 
Esvn cs 
Gtr. 2 
Rhy. Fig. 3a 0.:_:-'o' > > 

--:3 0 -9- -X -9 9 s--x 
I I - 9-- X- 9 9 s--x r - 7-- X- 7- 7 3-- x 

I LJ I I L...J I 
Gtr. 4 (w/clean tone) 
Rhy. Fig. 3 
let ring throughout 

0 0 
0 1 

0 o---o 0 
2 I I I 2 I I 3 2 I I 

-0 
-I I 

I I I I I I I I I I 

Bass --Bass Fig. I > > 5-(5) --
1 3-- 3 I 7-p 0 -, o-- u 

I I L...J 

88 

Em c 
Ctr. 2 plays Rhy. Fig. 3a twice simile (see meas. 79) 
Ctr. 4 plays Rhy. Fig. 3 twice simile (see meas. 79) 
Ctr. I 

J L J ....I 
Bass plays Bass Fig. I twice simile ( see meas. 79) 

c 87 

1/2 1/2 

,___,m __ .9-9- (9)-a • 

AS 

*Gtrs. 2 and 4 
P.M .• •••• • •••••••••• •• • , 

full 

Am 

I 

I 

.. 14-( 14)- 12- 11- 12--j 
I 

I ==LJ I I I I I I I 
85 3 L-- J___J AS 

> end Rhy. Fig. 3a 

-- --
I x-~~:--x I I I X·it--X I I I I x-[~ r X·X 4--X r r I X· X 2--X r r x-x 

x-x 2-- x X· X 0-- X x-x 

L..l::I I L_J I L..1::1 I LJ LJ L....I::= 

end Rhy. Fig. 3 

2 0 
0 1 

o-- o 2 2-- 2 2 2 
I 

I 

87 

2 I I 2 1 I I I 1 I • o 
2 I I I 

3- 2__J 
I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

::i;--, end Bass Fig. I 
4-(4) 0 > > •• 

7-(7) 
3----;:--+,2 -- 2 I I -L.} I L_l I ~ 

1 s --s 
I LJ I 

0-3- 2__J 
I I I 

Am 

1/2 1/2 

Em c 
Gtr. 2 plays first three meas. of Rhy. Fig. Ja 
(see meas. 79) 
Gtr. 4 plays first three meas . of Rhy. Fig. 3 
(see meas. 79) 

1/2 

Em 

87 

Gtr. 5 plays Fill 3 
(see next page) 

8.!.....-r11- (11)- 9 • 

Bass plays first three meas. of Bass Fig. I (see meas. 79) 

1/2 

full 

IQ] 2nd Guitar Solo (4:07) 

ES GS AS 
Gtr. 5 (elec. w/dist . and wah) 

Rhy. Fig. 4 

Bass Fig. 2 

s-o-s-1s>-s-s - o 
I L-.J I I I 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

cs 0511 GS ES GS AS 
Gtrs. 2, 3 and 4 play Rhy. Fig. 4 three times simile (see meas. 96) 

full 11n full full full 112 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 

3 
end Rhy. Fig. 4 

> > 

end Bass Fig. 2 Bass plays Bass Fig. 2 three times (see meas. 96) 
> > > > > > > -- > > 

t--------------+-----+-"'"'<------t--- --5-~ - -----<1--------------~ 
3- 3-3-3 - 5---------- 7- (7) 

,3--_._- ,o-u L 0-0-2 
I I I 

3---3---11---+-3-3-0 
I 

5--0- 5-\5 )-5-5-0 
I L......J I I ! 

cs 0511 GS ES 
Gtr . 5 

1/2 1/2 1/2 1/4 

cs os11 GS 
107 ,......,: · · ,--.._ 

12·12---15 ·15·12- 15- 14- 17121512 
t---,..-,..-15 -12 15 

GS 

~P.M ., 1/4 

ES 
full 

~P.M ., 

GS 
full 

AS 

6 

AS 
G~ln 

cs GS 

[HJ Breakdown (4:38) 

Where do we go 
ES 

Where do we go now 
GS 

full full full full ad I'd 110r1 ,··, > ,..---.., ~ f\ t f\ Sit ys r e 
~ (15(--(15)(15)15!.-12·15·12- 12 12 -

15 15 - 15·12 -- 15 
' -

14·(14)12· 14- (14);- 14(14)12 14-12~1~ _(2~ 
I I I I I I I 14-r-.-14 

.. 
I =- L L .l .J I L .J l .1 ...I I I 

3 3 3 Gtr. 2 
> > '?" > '?" 

- 3 3 
-2 --x . \ 

X-~=t.~ I 

2 0 - ' .. 
>--2 -- X I I I I I I 0 0 .. 5--'-5 - (5) 
- o--x x-x 3 x 

~-- o-- x,.<------L g i i 

I LJ I 
x-x 

I LJ I 
3 .......... L...J I I V I I VI 

Bass !Jass Fig. 3 
> > > > 

-- 3--3--3---3-5 1 I -
- 5-- 0- 5- r -5- 5--- o 

I I I I I 
3 

I U 11 I I 
0--0 

I v 
2--1.....3--3 

v I v 
Fill 3 (4:02) 

Gtr 5 (elec w/dist and wah) . . 
,-

• & 
A r 

- -,..., 

Rhy. Fill I (4:04) 
Gtr.4 

' .. 
I 

(AS) 
full PM 

- 11--11 ·12·14·11 ·12T 14·15·12·14·15·14·12- 14- 121412 - 12 . , ,..--.. ,..--.. ,..--.. ,,.-.. ~~ 

13,12 -12-13 15 - 16 - - -15 -15 (15) 
13·14 ~14 11 ·14116 II 

== 
Fi/14 (5:29) 
Gtt . 4 

L..J --
3 

itr i i 11 iTi .1,. i i 11 i ~,J hf - -r---=-r-:_:_:_:g 
I I I I 

L..___ j ___J 

. 

' .. 
I 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 

Where do we go Ooh oh Where do we go Where do we go now Where do we go now 
A5v C5 05 G5 E5 G5 A5v 

114 Gtr.5 ':I.H . •••••• , N.H. 

x - x- x- x- x 7 x -- x 
x - x - x- x - x X- 7- X 
x - x-x- x- x x x .., 

pitches : D F# D 
Gtr. 2 
~ > ~ ~ ~ ~ > ~ 

3 
5 7- 0 
5 7- 0 2 
3 5- X 2- -- 7-

3 0 
I I 

Bass 
end Bass Fig. 3 f!ass plays Bass Fig. 3 twice (s~e meas. 112) 

5 

~ 
3 o--- o 

I I I v 
2 

v 
3--- 3 

I v 
s --- s 

I v 
Where do we go sweet child Where dowe go now 

C5 05 G5 E5 G5 A5 cs 05 G5 
119 Gtr. 5 b 

(TI Outro (5:08) 

Aye aye aye aye aye aye aye aye Where do we go now Ah ah whoa Where do we go 

E5 G5 A5 C5 05 G5 E5 
Gtr.5 

124 1/4 full 

8 
9 

'--3---' 

Gtr. 2 

f-- - ---------+- 31- ------- -l- ----------1 -- ------ 31-~ l-----------l 
f--- -1--,--,..-,.-#---..........,r--+- o,-- -- - -------- -+- 2- ------------- ........ o-1-s,- -------1 -- 01- ~1-- ----------- ----- -l 

2,....,..........,,._ _ _,_-l-_,__ --1- 01- - '------#-- +-2 51--' '---'L- ...... 7-- 0 
2•-+ --,1--+-- +--+- -+--+---+-X --+---+-1--+---+- 0 3, ..... __._.__ s -- x 
01-+--,l--+--+- -+- -+--+---'- 31- -+-- ........ __.--<,__ 01..J...,___-1---1--l--l---l--ll-- ......... -i- --l-i--+---- 3 

I I 

Bass 
*composite arrangement 
> > 

f- --------- --1 ------ - ---1-------- - -+ 14-1 4-14-1 4- 14-01- --~-- -"l--."=..--- ----l 

,o-· --rr-ct i3-· - rr-· - ~ 7-p s - s - s - s - s - s - 0-0 ,--'-+- -1---+- -1--l- -+- - 1- s o----11;--1f-'-

1

o-

1

o-

1

2 

I I I I I I I I I v _ ... 
Ah 

G5 
Gtr. 5 

.1.i9l ···T····t·-_····, 
/ - , 

~ 22- 22- 22- (22) 

L....... J ---' 

Gtrs. 2 and 4 > 
- 3 --
- o I I I 
-o 
- x 
- 3 

LJ I I 
Bass 

> >--
5- 5) 

- 3-- 3 
I W 

Where do we go 
A5 

now Oh Where do we go 
C5 05 G5 E5 

Gtrs. 2 and 4 play Rhy. Fig. 5 
full full full 112 full 
~ r-. f ··· ···,~ .:__...,--. (see meas. 128) 

full ,,..._ ,v,A. ; 
19,15 - 17- (17)-1 7-(17) - 17-r 17-- (17)- -( 17) ·{17)1517 - -

11-f (17)~~ 15·15·12-I 

' ' I 

I I I 

v ---~ LJ I l L.L.J 
L.......J---' L....... J ---' 3 

'!'- ~ 
end Rhy. Fig. 5 

> > > > > > -- 3 --
I 2 I I I I I I I 5 I 1--- 0 I I I I I 

I 2 5 7--- 132 I 
0 3 5--- x 2 ' ' 2__J 

L....} I LJ I I I I I l 3 0 l::J I I I I I I 

> > > > > > > -- I 

-- 3- 3- 3-3 - 5 1- p 3- 3- o-1- 5-- 0- 5- \5)- 5- 5- o 0- 0- 2__J 
I I I I I I I L......J I I I 13--===:r: ,o- - u I I I 
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"SWEET CHILD 0' MINE" 
Where do we go now 

GS AS cs 05 GS 
133 Gu- 5 full full full fu ll full 

. 12 12--12 ---- 1~12----12----12----12 - r-,.... . - ---- .--..,, + + 
>- 15121412 - 1512151512 - -1512--1512 - 1512- -1 512- -1512 -- 1512 - -1 512 I~ 15~(15115l15l15l15) -- 15-12 

1
:..:., 

14 - --14 ---14 --14 - r- r- 14 ,-.. ,-,- 14 ,-,-,-14 ,-,-.,- 14 (14)12 ., 14-14 

I I I I I I =.r=U 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 
Bass 

> > -- > > 
5 - 5) --~3 3 0 - 0 - 0 ---1... 5 0-5-r)-5-5-0 

I I I I I LJ I I I 
Where do we go Ooh whoa 
ES GS 
Gtrs. 2 and 4 play fi rst three meaj·. of Rhy. Fig. 5 (see meas. 128) 

136 grad. bend 

o,----o,--+--+ -- 0 -- 0 -- 2 

I 

139 

No no no no no no 
N.C. 
Grr. 4 p lays Fi/14 (see page I 19) 
Gu-.5 

full 112 
> • > > >. > > 

~15' 15 12 

no 
ES 

112 .--

full 

3 let ring. __________ ., 

Sweet child 
GS 

112 .- -----,..----.----------,..-----,f------. 
' 

..,_ 

bl . UJ 
114 

> >. 

3--3--3--3 --5 
3 

I I I 
Where do we go now 
AS 

full 

5 ---- 0 -- 5 -( 5)- 5 -- 5--0 

I LJ ! I I I 

full 
> + 

Sweet child 
AS 

14' 14 12--+14 (14) 14 ' (14) 14 14 14 14 14--{ !'.' ' -
14 • 14~ 

I I I I LJ LJ I I I I I I 
L-- J---' L--J---' '---- 3---' 
Gtr.2 Gtr,;. 2 and 4 
> > > > > > > > > 

3• 
2' . I I 

o· 
I I 2 o· 2 ~7--5 

7-- 6--5-- 3 ---L ~ 2--Lf· 
,q, 

I I I I I I I --- I I ) 
L--J---' L--J---' 

Bass > > > > > > > ---- 5 - 5) 
-7-- 5 

7-p 0 - 0- 2--'-- 3---3 3-3-0 ~ 

I I i7- i5-l 5- l3___!_i° _ LJ I I I I LJ I I I 
L-- J ---' 

cs 05 

143 ~ 

L-- J ---' 

Free Time (5:38) 
of mine 

ESVII 

112 bt11d neck 
fonvard 

-In 

I 

lei ring __________ ________ -------····-· .................................... . .................. ................... ...... -------- - ............. , 
> _(:\ 

I 

.\----1- ..,_ _ __ +++ 1+--------~ -+9;,-- ------ ~+9;- ---- ---~---9-+-f=-----H 
+-----+- +----+++ 1+--- ------,+ 9 9-+---------.--9-+ -t-t---- -tt 
.,__ __ _._,+- --- -ti-+ +----- ---- ~7 7+--- -------- 7-+--il-+-+-- -- -tt 

0 


