


Our Misson
The Fort Wayne Children’s Choir teaches music 

literacy to children from diverse backgrounds 

through song and performance.

(260) 481-0481  
www.fwcchoir.org



Board Of Directors
2018-2019

Chair: Kathryn Lemish 
Lincoln Financial Group

Vice-Chair: Alex Platte 
Rothberg Logan & Warsco LLP

Secretary: Mitchell McKinney 
City of Fort Wayne

Treasurer: Nicholas Toney 
Lake City Bank

Howard Balkenbusch 
Balkenbusch and Associates

Diana Bartscht 
Community Volunteer

Carrie Minnich 
Dulin, Ward and DeWald

Seema Reddy 
Coldwell Banker  
The Real Estate Group

Tim Robison 
St. Charles Borromeo  
Catholic Church

Meg Ryan 
Towles Intermediate School

Justin Shurley 
Purdue University  
Fort Wayne

Stephanie Taylor 
Taylormade Business  
Consulting and Networking

Dear friends,
As I reflect on the 2018-2019 season, I feel abundantly thankful. It was an 
exceptional year for our singers because of the many unique experiences at 
home and abroad. 

Here at home, our singers were fortunate to have our annual collaborations 
with the Fort Wayne Philharmonic and Fort Wayne Ballet, in addition to new 
collaborations with Valparaiso University and the Allen County Public Library. 

Many of our singers had the opportunity to travel this year. The highlight for 
me was our ten day tour of Ireland. This trip was a special time of not only 
singing, but also seeing new sights, and making new friends. I especially  
enjoyed the Cliffs of Moher and the cultural exchange our students had with 
an Irish Music School. But not only did the FWCC travel abroad, we also  
traveled within the Midwest, performing Bach’s St. Matthew Passion with  
two different orchestras, one was even from Germany! 

I am thankful this year for the many people who make the FWCC a success, 
including our staff and volunteers. I would like to give special recognition to 
three members of our Board of Directors: Carrie Minnich, Justin Shurley, and 
Stephanie Taylor. Their service ended with the fiscal year. Thank you for your 
service to the Fort Wayne Children’s Choir. You have helped make it a better 
place for all of us. Last, but certainly not least, thank you to the multitude of 
volunteers who assist with rehearsals, food, strategic planning, events,  
and more. 

And speaking of success, I am especially grateful for your generosity this past 
year. We are meeting our goals, as well as building for the future. The FWCC 
has made great strides to lay a strong financial foundation in building our 
operating reserves. But we aren’t done yet! With your continued support, we 
teach children from diverse backgrounds the joy of music, the satisfaction of 
learning a new skill and becoming musically literate, and the fun of singing  
as a group. 

Musically yours,

Jonathan N. Busarow 
Executive Artistic Director
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Highlights

On the Transmigration of Souls, Holiday Pops, 
and Britten’s War Requiem.

Fort Wayne Philharmonic
MULTIPLE COLLABORATIONS WITH THE

Ireland
Students in Concert Choir and Youth  
Chorale had the opportunity to travel to

FOR A TEN-DAY TOUR.

First Steps  
in Music

FIRST YEAR OF

It was the inaugural year  
of First Steps in Music which 
serves singers ages 0-3.  
This program is made possible 
with the support of the ACPL, 
3Rivers Federal Credit Union,  
and PNC Grow Up Great.
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St. Matthew Passion
PERFORMED THE

with the Bach Collegium (Fort Wayne) and Bach Institute,  
Valparaiso University, Bach Institute (Valparaiso and  
Grand Rapids)

Carrie Minnich, Justin Shurley,  
and Stephanie Taylor for your  
service on the Board of Directors.

Collaborations with 
Heartland Sings, Fort Wayne 

Ballet, Fort Wayne Youtheatre, 

Arts United, Embassy Theatre, 

FAME, PFW, Cherry Blossom 

Festival, Visiting Nurse,  

Whitley Farmers Market, 

and more!

Thank You!
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Financials
July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019

Revenue
$540,241

Contributions  
& Fundraising: $134,762 
25%

Foundation: $77,539 
14%

In-kind:  
$24,000 
5%

Expenses
$540,241

Music Education  
Program: $75,798 
14%Membership:  

$227,211 
42%

Corporate: $23,205 
4%

Concert: $22,934 
4%
Other: $20,866 
4%

Government: $9,724 
2%

Participation Assistance:  
$31,614 

6%

Marketing and Development: $31,179 
6%

Administrative: $26,988 
5%

In-kind: $24,000 
4%

Space and venue rental: $15,140 
3%

Technology: $9,004 
2%

Payroll: $238,921 
44%

Cash  
Reserves:  
$66,347 
12%

Expenses: 1% or less

Guests and outside 
artists ............... $6,363.00

Concert  
production .......$5,761.00

Recognition  
program ........... $2,451.00

Utilities ............ $5,534.00

Professional  
development .... $1,141.00



DIRECTOR  
$5,000+
Parkview Health 
Deep & Seema Reddy

SOLOIST  
$1,000-$4,999
3Rivers Federal  
Credit Union 
David & Jenny Almdale 
Anonymous 
Ash Brokerage 
Jim & Irene Ator 
Skip & Jennifer  
Balkenbusch 
Beers, Mallers, Backs  
& Salin, LLP 
Brotherhood Mutual 
Kevin & Jane  
Busarow 
Erica Dekko 
Jeff & Carla Fritz 
Galecki Financial  
Management 
STAR Bank 
Lake City Bank 
Michael & Judy  
McKinley 
Kathy Miller 
Mark & Alice Minnick 
Physicians Health Plan 
Joseph & Lindsay Platt 
Rothberg Logan & 
Warsco LLP 
Elizabeth Schowe 
Gabe Selig 
Rob & Mary Snow
Sweetwater and Chuck 
& Lisa Surack 
Buck & Julianne 
Toenges 
TriCore Logic 
Patricia Twietmeyer

ACCOMPANIST  
$500-$999
Nancy Archer
Craig & Diana Bartscht 
Black Ink Financial 
Planning 
Jon Bomberger &  
Kathryn Roudebush 
Broadview Florist  
& Greenhouse 
Jonathan & Nicole 
Busarow 
Dekko Investment 
Services 
Steve & Jennifer  
Diagostino 
Grabill Family Dentistry 
Thomas & Karen Grant 

Jacob Flynn 
In honor of the Reddy 
Family
Emily Hull 
Duane & Sandy Johnson 
William & Virginia 
Johnson 
Kirkman CPA Group 
Koher Advertising 
Harry & Cynthia Laffkas 
Dave & Kathryn Lemish 
Lincoln Financial 
Foundation Employee 
Matching Gifts 
Barbara Lingle 
Mitch & Cindy McKinney 
McComb Family  
Foundation
McMahons Best-One 
Tire & Auto Care
Jerry Nix 
One Heart 
Ryan Ottenweller 
In honor of Olivia Ruckel
Pizza Hut of  
Fort Wayne 
Psi Iota Xi 
Purdue University Fort 
Wayne Foundation 
Rieke Corp 
Tim & Kathy Ryan
Josefa H. Schaper
Justin & Amy Shurley
Jeff & Carole Slater 
Vision Scapes
Barb Wachtman  
& Tom Skillman
Larry & Becky Walter 
In honor of Colleen 
Schipper Martin
Susan Wygant

AUDIENCE  
$250 - $499
John & Jackie Baldassari 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
Todd & Mary Briscoe 
Joe & Leslie Cohen 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
Steve Diagostino 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
Fort Wayne Metals 
Denise Gilliland 
Marcia Heller 
In honor of Irene Ator
Chet & Karrie Kitch 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
Matt & Mandie Kolkman 

MLH Insurance  
Solutions Inc. 
Maestro Robert Nance 
Network for  
Good Donors 
Greg & Meredith  
Neumann 
Tom & Lori Neumann 
Cathy Norton 
Patrick & Anna  
O’Connell 
Kip & Mary Jane 
Ormerod
Gregory Otis 
In honor of Stephen & 
Thomas McGovern
Beth Patterson 
John & Susie Peirce 
Alex & Michelle Platte 
Deep & Seema Reddy 
In honor of Devika and 
Sangeeta Reddy
Jim & Krista Ruckel 
Gerald & Tracey Wahl 
Steve Wolfer 
Steven & Judy Zacher

CHORISTER  
$100-$249
David & Linda Allen 
Amazon Smile 
Deanna Archer
Jane & David Beer 
George & Linda Bewley 
Art & Phyllis Boester 
Jim & Cheryl Brockmann 
Virginia Coats 
Tammy Davis 
Tim & Amy Dawson 
Anna Dekan 
Ryan & Allison  
Delagrange 
Kelly Dreibelbis 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
James & Elaine Elsner 
Fort Wayne Alumnae 
Chapter of Sigma  
Alpha Iota
Fraternal Order  
of Police
Michael & Janet Frese 
Patricia Fridley 
Adam & Leslie Friedel
Jeffrey Gill 
Keith & Landon  
Harrison
Adam & Jennifer Henry
Tom & Cindy Henry
Dwight & Beth Jewett
Greg Jones 
Dorothy Kittaka 

Jeff & Corinna Ladd 
In honor of Skip  
Balkenbusch
Clay & Jenny Lemmon
Kevin & Kim Linker
Louise Magoon 
Fred Meads 
Ashlee McCrory 
Anne Miller  
In honor of Jim Miller
Mark & Tammy Miller 
John & Carrie Minnich
Grace Minnick 
Rogey Null 
Janet Ormiston 
In honor of Irene Ator
Mike Peters &  
Kari Hullinger 
Richard & Joan Phillips 
Ed & Pam Pierson 
Bill & Shannon Pierson 
Jay & Shirley Platte 
Richard &  
Barbara Resch 
Jeff Rice 
Anthony & Jennifer 
Romano 
In honor of Mahri 
Romano
Gregg & Susan Roth 
Jeff & Kay Smith 
In honor of Jackson 
McKinney
Cecelia Snow 
Robert & Ruth Stone 
In honor of Virginia 
Johnson
Jon & Nancy Swanson
Mike & Amber Targartt 
Brian Ternet & Kimberly 
Carpenter 
Dwight & Rebecca Todd 
Nick & Kiley Toney 
Varsity Photo 
YourCause Donors
Virginia Zimmerman

SINGER $1-$99
Anonymous (3)
Anonymous 
In honor of Mary Herber 
and Mitch McKinney
Les & Stephanie Beck 
Rosemarie Bostelman 
Kevin & Megan Chandler 
Kevin Christenson 
Alex Cornwell 
James R. Crouse and 
Jane Porter Gresham 
In honor of Rev. Kanter 
Richard Resch & Dr. 
Barbara Resch
Jeff & Tammy Frazier 

Patricia Fridley 
In memory of  
Mike Fridley
Mark & Sue German 
Sierra Gill 
In honor of Zeya Gill
Eloise Guy 
Robert & Amy Hinderer 
Bob & Jenny Hobby 
Brad & Donna Lehman 
Patricia LeMaster 
Adrian & Jennifer 
McQueen 
Jason & Michelle Miller
Teresa Neumann  
& Shawn Dimpfl 
John O’Connell 
Diego Parise 
Debbie Powers 
Georgann Reppert 
Brian Robinson
Max & Sandy Robison
Dan & Anna Ross
Megan Ryan 
In memory of  
Rose Ryan
Melanie Sakran 
In memory of  
Rachel Speight
Jerome Sibulo 
Molly Soberalski 
In honor of Megan Ryan 
and in memory of  
Rose Ryan
Brad & Kathy Sommer 
Patricia Steffen
Ashley Stoneburner
Cathy Swenson
Justin Szwed
Stephanie William
Rosella Wimsatt
Neal Wissman
Michael & Donna 
Wolsted

IN-KIND
Allen County 
Public Library
Tim Didier Meats
DeBrand Fine  
Chocolates
Fort Wayne Parks & 
Recreation
Fort Wayne Outfitters  
& Bike Depot
Holy Cross Church  
and School
Indiana Michigan Power
Koher Advertising
Mad Anthony  
Brewing Company
Nichole Matyas
Peabody Public Library
Purdue University 
Fort Wayne
Robin Simunek
Sweetwater
Rebecca Todd

FOUNDATION
3Rivers Federal  
Credit Union
Patricia Mae Adsit 
Foundation
Howard P. Arnold 
Foundation
Arts United of  
Greater Fort Wayne
Edward D. and Ione 
Auer Foundation
Community Foundation 
of Greater Fort Wayne 
Community Foundation 
of Whitley County
English Bonter Mitchell 
Foundation
Indiana Arts  
Commission
Foellinger Foundation
Charles Kuhne  
Charitable Foundation
Lincoln Financial  
Foundation
PNC Foundation
PNC Charitable  
Trust 
Ian and Mimi Rolland 
Foundation
Shoup Family  
Foundation
Edward & Mary McCrea 
Wilson Foundation

Donations received July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019



Purdue University Fort Wayne 
2101 E. Coliseum Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, IN 46805

Come with us!Sing


