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THEME, PURPOSE & SURVEY 
 
 
THEME AND PURPOSE1 
The basic theme of this book is found in Isaiah’s name: salvation is of the Lord. The word 
“salvation” appears twenty-six times in Isaiah but only seven times in all the other prophets 
combined. Chapters 1-39 portray man’s great need for salvation and chapters 40-66 reveal 
God’s great provision of salvation. Salvation is of God, not man, and He is seen as the 
supreme Ruler, the sovereign Lord of history, and the only Savior. 
 
Isaiah solemnly warned Judah of approaching judgment because of moral depravity, political 
corruption, social injustice, and especially spiritual idolatry. Because the nation would not turn 
away from its sinful practice, Isaiah announced the ultimate overthrow of Judah. Nevertheless, 
God would remain faithful to His covenant by preserving a godly remnant and promising 
salvation and deliverance through the coming Messiah. The Savior will come out of Judah and 
accomplish the twin work of redemption and restoration. The Gentiles will come to his Light 
and universal blessing will finally come. 
 
SURVEY OF ISAIAH 
The “gospel according to Isaiah” has three major sections: prophecies of condemnation (1-35); 
historical parenthesis (36-39); and prophecies of comfort (40-66). 
 
Prophecies of Condemnation (1-35): Isaiah’s first message of condemnation is aimed at his 
own countrymen in Judah (1–12). Chapter 1 is a capsulized message of the entire book. Judah 
is riddled with moral and spiritual disease; the people are neglecting God as they bow to 
ritualism and selfishness. But Yahweh graciously invites them to repent and to return to him 
because this is their only hope of avoiding judgment. Isaiah’s call to proclaim God’s message 
is found in chapter 6, and this is followed by the book of Immanuel (7–12). These chapters 
repeatedly for refer to the Messiah (see 7:14; 8:14; 9:2, 6-7: 11:1-2) and anticipate the blessing 
of His future reign. 
 
The prophet moves from local to regional judgment as he proclaims a series of miracles a gets 
the surrounding nations (13-23). The 11 nations are Babylon, Syria, Philistia, Moab, Damascus 
(Syria), Ethiopia, Babylon (again), Edom, Arabia, Jerusalem (Judah), Tyre. Isaiah’s little 
Apocalypse (24–27) the picture universal tribulation followed by the blessings of the kingdom. 
Chapters 28–33 pronounce six woes on Israel and Judah for specific sins. Isaiah’s prophetic 
condemnation closes with a general picture of international devastation that will precede 
universal blessing (34–35). 
 
Historical Parenthesis (36-39): This historical parenthesis looks back to the Assyrian invasion 
of Judah in 701 BC and anticipates the coming Babylonian invasion of Judah. Judah escapes 
captivity by Assyria (36–37; 2 Kings 18–19), but they will not escape from the hands of Babylon 
(38–39; 2 Kings 20). God answers King Hezekiah's prayers and delivers Judah from Assyrian 
destruction by Sennacherib. Hezekiah also turns to the Lord in his illness and is granted a 15 
year extension of his life. But he foolishly shows all his treasures to the Babylonian messengers, 
and Isaiah tells him that the Babylonians will one day carry his treasure and descendants to 
their land. 
 
Prophecies of Comfort (40-66): Having pronounce Judas define condemnation, Isaiah 
comforts them with God’s promises of hope and restoration. The basis for this hope is the 
sovereignty and majesty of God (40–48). Of the 216 verses in these nine chapters, 115 speak 
                                                
1 From Talk Through the Bible by Kenneth Boa & Bruce Wilkinson 



of God’s greatness and power. The Creator is contrasted with idols, the creations of men. His 
sovereign character is Judah’s future restoration. Babylon will indeed carry them off; but 
Babylon will finally be judged and destroyed, and God’s people will be released from captivity. 
 
Chapters 49-57 concentrate on the coming Messiah who will be their Savior and Suffering 
Servant. This rejected but exalted One will pay for their iniquities and usher in a kingdom of 
peace and righteousness throughout the earth. All who acknowledge their sin and trust in him 
will be delivered (58-66). In that day Jerusalem will be rebuilt, Israel’s borders will be enlarged, 
in the Messiah will rain in Zion. God’s people will confess their sins in His enemies will be 
judged. Peace, prosperity, and justice will prevail, and God will make all things new. 



Outline of Isaiah 
 
CONDENSED OUTLINE1 

• Prophecies of Condemnation (1-35) 
o Prophecies Against Judah (1-12) 
o Prophecies Against Other Nations (13-23) 
o Prophecies of the Day of the Lord (24-27) 
o Prophecies of Judgment and Blessing (28-35) 

 
• The Historical Parenthesis (36-39) 

o Hezekiah’s Salvation from Assyria (36-37) 
o Hezekiah’s Salvation from Sickness (38) 
o Hezekiah’s Sin (39) 

 
• Prophecies of Comfort (40-66) 

o Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverance (40-48) 
o Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverer (49-57) 
o Prophecies of Israel’s Glorious Future (58-66) 

 
 
EXPANDED OUTLINE 
 
PART ONE: PROPHECIES OF CONDEMNATION (1:1-35:10) 
 

• Prophecies Against Judah (1-12) 
o The Judgment of Judah, 1:1-31 
o The Day of the Lord, 2:1-4:6 
o The Parable of the Vineyard, 5:1-30 
o The Commission of Isaiah, 6:1-13 
o The Destruction of Israel by Assyria, 7:1-10:4 

§ Sign of Immanuel, 7:1-25 
§ Sign of Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz, 8:1-22 
§ Prophecy of the Messiah’s Birth, 9:1-7 
§ Judgment on Ephraim, 9:8-10:4 

o The Destruction of Assyria by God, 10:5-12:6 
§ Destruction of Assyria, 10:5-19 
§ Remnant of Israel, 10:5-19 
§ Restoration of the Messiah’s Kingdom, 11:1-16 
§ Thanksgiving in the Messiah’s Kingdom, 12:1-6 

 
• Prophecies Against Other Nations (13-23) 

o Prophecies Against Babylon, 12:1-14:23 
o Prophecies Against Assyria, 12:24-27 
o Prophecies Against Philistia, 14:28-32 
o Prophecies Against Moab, 15:1-16:14 
o Prophecies Against Damascus and Samaria, 17:1-14 
o Prophecies Against Ethiopia, 18:1-7 
o Prophecies Against Egypt, 19:1-20:6 
o Prophecies Against Babylon, 21:1-10 
o Prophecies Against Dumah (Edom), 21:11-12 
o Prophecies Against Arabia, 21:13-17 

                                                
1 From Talk Through the Bible by Kenneth Boa & Bruce Wilkinson 



o Prophecies Against Jerusalem, 22:1-25 
o Prophecies Against Tyre, 23:1-18 

 
• Prophecies of the Day of the Lord (24-27) 

o Judgments of the Tribulation, 24:1-23 
o Triumphs of he Kingdom, 25:1-27:13 

§ Israel’s Praise for Kingdom Blessings, 25:1-12 
§ Israel’s Kingdom Song, 26:1-21 
§ Israel Blossoms in the Kingdom, 27:1-13 

 
• Prophecies of Judgment and Blessing (28-35) 

o Woe to Ephraim, 28:1-29 
o Woe to Ariel (Jerusalem), 29:1-24 
o Woe to Egyptian Alliance, 30:1-31:9 
o Behold the Coming King, 32:1-20 
o Woe to the Spoiler of Jerusalem (Assyria), 33:1-24 
o Woe to the Nations, 34:1-17 
o Behold the Coming Kingdom, 35:1-10 

 
 
PART TWO: HISTORICAL PARENTHESIS (36-39) 
 

• Hezekiah’s Salvation from Assyria (36-37) 
o Assyria Challenges God, 36:1-22 
o God Destroys Assyria, 37:1-38 

 
• Hezekiah’s Salvation from Sickness (38) 

 
• Hezekiah’s Sin (39) 

 
 
PART THREE: PROPHECIES OF COMFORT (40-66) 
 

• The Prophecies of Israel’s Deliverance (40-48) 
o Comfort Because of Israel’s Deliverance, 40:1-11 
o Comfort Because of God’s Character, 40:12-13 
o Comfort Because of God’s Greatness, 41:1-29 
o Comfort Because of God’s Servant, 42:1-25 
o Comfort Because of Israel’s Restoration, 43:1-44:28 
o Comfort Because of God’s Use of Cyrus, 45:1-25 
o Comfort Because of Babylon’s Destruction, 46:1-48:22 

§ Destruction of Babylon’s Idols, 46:1-13 
§ Destruction of Babylon, 47:1-15 
§ Declaration of Judah’s Chastening, 48:1-22 

 
• Prophecy of Israel’s Deliverer (49-57) 

o The Messiah’s Mission, 49:1-26 
o The Messiah’s Obedience, 50:1-11 
o The Messiah’s Encouragement to Israel, 51:1-52:12 
o The Messiah’s Atonement, 52:13-53:12 
o The Messiah’s Promise of Israel’s Restoration, 54:1-17 
o The Messiah’s Invitation to the World, 55:1-56:8 
o The Messiah’s Rebuke of the Wicked, 56:9-57:21 

 
• The Prophecies of Israel’s Glorious Future (58-66) 



o Blessings of True Worship (58:1-14) 
o Sins of Israel, 59:1-21 
o Glory of Israel in the Kingdom, 60:1-22 
o Advents of the Messiah, 61:1-11 
o Future of Jerusalem, 62:1-12 
o Vengeance of God, 63:1-6 
o Prayer of the Remnant, 63:7-64:12 
o The Lord’s Answer to the Remnant, 65:1-16 
o Glorious Commission of History, 65:17-66:24 
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MAP OF JUDAH AND ISRAEL DURING THE PERIOD OF THE KINGS 
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