
Sample Assessment Materials

Edexcel GCSE in 
Geography B (2GB01)  

Inside this Sample Assessment   

Materials pack you’ll fi nd:     

• Accessible papers to help you and your   

 students prepare for the assessment

• Clear and concise mark schemes to   

 let you know what the examiners are   

 looking for

• Supported controlled assessment    

 information including sample tasks   

 and assessment criteria with students.



Welcome to the GCSE 2009   
Geography B
Sample Assessment Materials

The sample assessment materials have been developed to give you and 

your students a fl avour of the actual exam papers and mark schemes so 

they can experience what they will encounter in their live assessments. 

They feature: 

• Accessible papers using a mixture of question styles. We’ve worked  

 hard to ensure the papers are easy to follow with an encouraging tone  

 so that the full range of students can show what they know. 

• Clear and concise mark schemes for each paper outlining what   

 examiners will be looking for in the assessments, so you can use the  

 sample papers with students to help them prepare for the real thing.

• Supported controlled assessment, including sample controlled 

 assessment materials to show you the sort of activity students will  

 undertake. Used in conjunction with the guidance in the Teacher’s   

 Guide, these samples will help you manage the controlled assessment  

 in your centre and help students achieve their best.

Our GCSE in Geography B qualifi cation will be supported better than ever 

before. Keep up to date with the latest news and services available by 

visiting our website:   

www.edexcel.com/gcse2009
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General Marking Guidance  

All  candidat es must  receive t he same t reat ment .   Examiners must  mark t he f irst  

candidat e in exact ly t he same way as t hey mark t he last .  

Mark schemes should be appl ied posit ively.  Candidat es must  be rewarded for 

what  t hey have shown t hey can do rat her t han penal ised for omissions.   

Examiners should mark according t o t he mark scheme not  according t o t heir 

percept ion of  where t he grade boundaries may l ie.   

There is no ceil ing on achievement .  Al l  marks on t he mark scheme should be used 

appropriat ely.   

Al l  t he marks on t he mark scheme are designed t o be awarded.  Examiners should 

always award ful l  marks if  deserved,  i.e.  i f  t he answer mat ches t he mark scheme.   

Examiners should also be prepared t o award zero marks if  t he candidat e’ s 

response is not  wort hy of  credit  according t o t he mark scheme.  

Where some j udgement  is required,  mark schemes wil l  provide t he principles by 

which marks wil l  be awarded and exemplif icat ion may be l imit ed.  

When examiners are in doubt  regarding t he appl icat ion of  t he mark scheme t o a 

candidat e’ s response,  t he t eam leader must  be consult ed.  

Crossed out  work should be marked UNLESS t he candidat e has replaced it  wit h an 

al t ernat ive response.  

Mark schemes wil l  indicat e wit hin t he t able where,  and which st rands of  QWC,  

are being assessed.  The st rands are as fol lows:   

i ) ensure t hat  t ext  is legible and t hat  spel l ing, punct uat ion and grammar 
are accurat e so t hat  meaning is clear 

i i) select  and use a form and st yle of  writ ing appropriat e t o purpose and t o 
complex subj ect  mat t er 

i i i ) organise informat ion clearly and coherent ly, using special ist  vocabulary 
when appropriat e. 
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     Turn over

Edexcel GCSE

You do not need any other materials.

Centre Number Candidate  Number

Write your name here

Surname Other names

Total Marks

Paper Reference

Geography B
Unit 1: Dynamic Planet

Foundation Tier

Sample Assessment Material 

Time:  1 hour 5GB1F/01

N35665A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3

*N35665A0120*

Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

•  Answer all the questions in Section A. Answer one question from Section B and 
one question from Section C.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50. 

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your 
 written communication will be assessed 
 – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, 

 as well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.
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SECTION A  INTRODUCTION TO THE DYNAMIC PLANET

Answer ALL questions in this section.

Topic 1: Restless Earth

1 Figure 1 shows damage to a school caused by the Kashmir earthquake in Pakistan 
 in 2005. 

(Source: Professor David Petley (University of Durham))

 Figure 1 

 (a) Study Figure 1.

  (i) State one material that the damaged school was built from.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Give one reason why a tent has been put up, next to the damaged school.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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 (b)  Kashmir is in a developing country. 

  Give two reasons why developing countries are very vulnerable to earthquake 
damage.

(2)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c)  The 2005 Kashmir earthquake happened on a destructive plate margin. 

  Draw an accurate, labelled diagram of a destructive plate margin.
(4)

(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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Topic 2: Climate and Change 

2 Figure 2 shows how climate change might affect the water cycle in Canada.

(Source: adapted from Natural Resources Canada website (http://www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/com/)) 

 Figure 2 

  (a) Study Figure 2.

  State how climate change is expected to affect precipitation levels in Canada.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b)  Name one greenhouse gas that is thought to be causing global warming. 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c) Climate change might make some people in Canada poorer. 

  Suggest two ways in which this might happen. 
(2)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d)  Describe two ways in which climate change in Canada may put people’s lives 
at risk. 

(4)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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Topic 3: Battle for the Biosphere

3 Figure 3 shows the location of areas of tropical forest. 

 It also shows changes in the area covered by forest between the year 2000 and 2005. 

Figure 3

 (a) Study Figure 3.

  Where are tropical forests mainly found? 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b)  Which country lost the largest percentage of forest?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(c)  Forests are ecosystems. Suggest two ways in which humans could protect   
 ecosystems. 

(2)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d) (i) Complete the graph below using data on the UK and Indonesia from 
Figure 3. Some of the graph has been completed to help you. 

(2)

  (ii)  Suggest two reasons for the large loss of forest in some countries.
(2)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 3 = 8 marks)
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Topic 4: Water World

4 Figure 4 shows a ‘pumpkin tank’ used to store water in the developing world.

(Source: adapted from ‘Rainwater Harvesting’, Practical Action)

 Figure 4 

  (a) Study Figure 4.  

  Suggest one human use for the water that the pumpkin tank collects.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 (b)  Give one reason why the pumpkin tank is suitable for use in the developing 
world. 

(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (c)  Suggest two problems the people shown might experience if they have a poor 
water supply. 

(2)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (d)  Describe two ways in which human activities can reduce water supplies.
(4)

 1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 2   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 4 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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SECTION B  SMALL SCALE DYNAMIC PLANET

Answer ONE question in this section. 

Topic 5: Coastal Change and Conflict

If you answer Question 5 put a cross in this box  .

5 Figure 5 shows coastal management at Hornsea in Yorkshire.

Figure 5

 (a) Study Figure 5.

  What type of coastal management structure is feature A?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b)  Describe how coastal management feature B protects the coastline. 
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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(Total for Question 5 = 9 marks)
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Topic 6: River Processes and Pressures 

If you answer Question 6 put a cross in this box  .

6 Figure 6 shows two flood hydrographs from different parts of the same river system.

Figure 6

  (a)  Study Figure 6.

  How high was the peak discharge for hydrograph 1?
(1)
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 (b)  Describe the shape of hydrograph 2.
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(Total for Question 6 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 9 MARKS
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SECTION C  LARGE SCALE DYNAMIC PLANET 

Answer ONE question in this section.

Topic 7: Oceans on the Edge 

If you answer Question 7 put a cross in this box  .

7 Figure 7 shows the collapse of North West Atlantic cod fish stocks between 1960 and 
2000.

Figure 7

 (a) Study Figure 7.

  In which year were cod stocks highest? 
(1)
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(b)  Describe how cod stocks changed between 1960 and 2000.
(2)
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     *(c) Using examples, describe how marine ecosystems can be managed sustainably.
(6)
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(Total for Question 7 = 9 marks)
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Topic 8: Extreme Climates 

If you answer Question 8 put a cross in this box  .

8 Figure 8 shows how two houses are adapted to extreme climates.

A B

Figure 8

 (a) Study Figure 8.

  For either house A or house B, state one feature designed to store natural resources.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 (b)  For either house A or house B, describe how the house design allows people 
inside to survive in an extreme climate.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 19

     *(c) Using examples, describe the key physical characteristics of either polar or hot arid 
areas. 

  Chosen extreme climate: Polar  or Hot arid 
(6)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(Total for Question 8 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 9 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 1F: Dynamic Planet 

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(a)(i) Wood (1) 

Brick/ Mud brick (1) 

Concret e

St one

Tent

Canvas 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(a)(ii) Aid has been provided 

(1)

Rel ief  has been given 

t o t he vict ims (1) 

Need somewhere 

t o l ive or learn.  

Put  up by an NGO 

et c. 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(b) Any 2 f rom:  

Lack of  

money/ povert y 

means people have 

few resources (1) 

Unl ikely t o have 

been wel l  prepared 

(1)

May lack emergency 

services (1) 

Buildings may be 

poorly buil t  due t o 

low incomes (1) 

Answers which 

focus on 

povert y/ lack of  

money and food.   

Answers which 

focus on t he 

magnit ude of  t he 

eart hquake.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(c) 1 mark for showing t he 

correct  posit ion of  t he 

t wo plat es.  

1 mark for showing 

movement ,  ie 

t oget her/ under/ up and 

over in t he case of  a 

col l ision zone.  

1 mark for label l ing a 

subduct ion zone 

and/ or t rench,  and/ or 

and area of  fold 

mount ains.  

Credit  addit ional labels 

such as eart hquake 

locat ions and volcano 

locat ions.

The example below 

shows an answer wort h 

4 marks:  

Compressional 

margin

One plat e 

moving under 

anot her (OC 

or OO) 

Plat es moving 

apart / ext ensional  

or past  each ot her.   

4
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(a) Precipit at ion wil l  be 

less/ it  wil l  f al l / go 

down (1) 

It  wil l  be drier 

(1)

Rises,  or not  about  

precipit at ion  1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(b) Any f rom

Carbon dioxide 

Met hane

CFCs 

Nit rogen oxide(s) 

CO2

CH4

NO/ NO2/ NOx

Any ot her answer 

eg wat er vapour 

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(c) Any 2 f rom:  

Lower

yields/ income for 

farmers (1).  

People lose 

propert y due t o 

hazard damage (1).  

Insurance cost s rise 

(1).

Have t o pay more 

for wat er suppl ies 

(1).

Fishermen lose 

income as f ish 

die.

Comment s using 

physical  changes 

f rom t he resource,  

not  l inked t o 

people.

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(d) Def init ion of  r isk (1).  Ext reme weat her wil l  

become more common (1),  eg t ornadoes,  

st orms,  f ires and bl izzards (1).  Lives might  

be put  at  r isk t hrough fal l ing food 

product ion (1),  possibly l inked t o drought  

(1) brought  on by changing cl imat e norms.  

Disease risk could increase (1),  possibly 

l inked t o changing wat er qual it y or 

spreading malaria (1).   

1 mark for a basic descript ion of  a marking 

point .

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

Maximum of  4 marks.  

Answers which 

argue cl imat e 

change wil l  

improve l i fe.  

4
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(a) Close t o/ on t he 

equat or (1) 

Bet ween t he 

t ropics.

In low lat it udes 

Named count ries.  

Along t he middle 

et c. 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(b) Nigeria  Any ot her answer 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(c) Accept  any reasonable 

such as:  

Nat ional parks (1),  

Nat ure reserves (1) 

Conservat ion areas 

(1)

Sust ainable 

management

st rat egies (1) 

Limit s of  t aking 

resources,  eg 

t imber (1) 

Consumer based 

approaches,  eg FSC 

mark on wood (1).  

(2 x 1) 

Pol lut ion 

reduct ion.

Farming using 

fewer chemicals.  

Examples which are 

about  dest ruct ion 

or very poorly 

l inked t o 

ecosyst ems.

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

3(d)(i) Correct  bar drawn in (shading not  required if  out l ine is clear) (1) 

Indonesia label (1) 2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

3(d)(ii) Reasons accept  any of :

Deforest at ion has t aken place(1) 

For wood t o sel l / burn(1) or for more farmland (1) 

LEDC count ries which need t o use t he land t o develop (1) 

No laws and regulat ions t o prot ect  forest s f rom dest ruct ion (1). 2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(a) Drinking (1) 

Washing (1) 

Cooking (1) 

Irr igat ion (1) 

Those which 

clearly imply 

t hose t o t he lef t  

such as ‘ wat ering 

crops t o help 

t hem grow’ .  

Wat er for farm 

animals.  

Non-human uses 

unless l inked.  

Answers

inappropriat e in 

t he cont ext ,  eg 

washing a car.  

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(b) The t echnology is 

simple.

It  improves l ives 

direct ly eg healt h.  

Likley t o be 

cheap/ Easy t o 

build/ maint ain/  

uses local  

resources.  

1 mark for a 

reasonable st at ement   

It  is 

sust ainable/ wil l  

last  a long t ime.  

Developed world 

focus.

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(c) Poor healt h or 

similar (1).  

Poor farming 

condit ions;  food 

insecurit y (1).  

Poor

hygiene/ increased

risk of  disease (1).  

(2 x 1) 

High cost s of  

buying wat er.   

Posit ive answers.  

Non-human 

consequences.  

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

4(d) Over-abst ract ion of  groundwat er (1) (t aking t oo much,  t he wat er 

t able fal ls),  eg t he Great  Plains (1).  Reduct ion of  supply by 

removing t oo much f rom river syst ems (1),  eg Colorado (1).  

Cl imat e change reducing rainfal l  or changing rainfal l  pat t erns 

(1).   Pol lut ion of  wat er suppl ies (1) which mean t hey cannot  be 

safely used (1).  

Award 1 mark for each appropriat ely used named example.   

1 mark for a basic descript ion of  a marking point  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .   

Maximum of  4 marks.  

(4 x 1) 4
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

5(a) Groyne 1 

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

5(b) Rocks prevent  waves 

damaging t he sea wal l  

(1),  t hey 

dissipat e/ absorb wave 

energy/ power (1),  t rap 

beach sand (1).  

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .   

Anyt hing not  

focussed on t he rip-

rap.

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

5(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Examples could include any part  of  t he UK coast ,  or example f rom 

overseas.   

There are a wide range of  possible met hods:  

Groynes:  Trap sediment  brought  in by longshore drif t  (LSD),  build 

beaches and dissipat e wave energy.  

Sea wal ls:  Physical ly prevent  waves causing erosion by prot ect ing cl i f f s,  

ref lect  or dissipat e wave energy.  

Rip-rap/ revet ment s:  Break up waves,  of fshore breakwat ers cause wave 

breaking before waves reach shore.  

Beach nourishment :  Increases beach ext ent  and absorbs wave energy.  

Accept  answers which focus on coast al  real ignment / managed ret reat  et c.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 The response at t empt s t o explain a few management  

met hods,  but  wit h l i t t le accuracy.  There are no examples.  

The response is not  wel l  focussed on coast al  management .  

Explanat ions of fered are not  clear.  

Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  The response uses several examples (or one 

in dept h),  wit h some det ail .  Several  management  measures 

are explained and t hese explanat ions are broadly correct .  

Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  The response uses several det ailed and 

appropriat e examples of  coast al  management  met hods.  There 

are a range of  explanat ions used and t here is dept h of  

underst anding present .  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

6(a) 110 cumecs 110

Range is

105-115

Answers beyond 

t his range 

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

6(b) Rises slowly/ st eadily 

(1),  shal low/ f lat  (1).  

Credit  descript ion of  

t ime t aken t o rise/ fal l  

(1).  Low peak (1).  

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .  

Not  st eep Answers clearly 

describing

hydrograph 1.  

Very vague answers 

such as ‘ curvy’  et c.  

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

6(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Hydrograph 1 could result  f rom urbanisat ion.  This decreases 

inf i l t rat ion and promot es rapid surface runof f  hence t he short er lack 

t ime,  and higher peak.  Deforest at ion or changing farm pract ice could 

have similar result s.   

Accept  impermeable rock t ype,  eg clay or granit e could produce a 

similar shape,  as could a small ,  round drainage basin.  Very heavy 

rainfal l / previous wet  condit ions.   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 The response at t empt s t o explain t he hydrograph,  but  wit h 

l i t t le accuracy.  The response lacks a clear l ink t o lag 

t ime/ peak height .  Explanat ions of fered are not  clear.  Basic 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Some accurat e explanat ion but  t here is also 

some l inks t o processes such as urban areas or very st eep 

slopes;  some explanat ions are clear.  Clearly communicat ed,  

but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  The response uses det ailed explanat ions 

l inked t o processes such as runof f .  There are a range of  

explanat ions used and t here is dept h of  underst anding 

present .  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

7(a) 1960 1 

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

7(b) Cod st ocks fel l  (1),  

t here periods,  eg 1980-

1988 when st ocks were 

st able or r ising (1),  

t here are periods of  

rapid decl ine,  eg early 

1970s,  very lat e 80s 

(1).

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .  

A downwards 

t rend st at ement  

support ed by 

accurat e

dat a/ dat es might  

gain 2 marks.   

Upward or st able 

overal l  t rends.   

Lif t  of f  of  t ext .

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

7(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Examples could include St  Lucia,  Great  Barrier Reef  and many ot her coral 

areas.  The choice of  locat ion and ecosyst em/ t ype is not  import ant  but  

examples in Levels 2 and 3 should be local (not  ‘ t he At lant ic’ ) and marine 

(no r ivers or lakes).  

There should be some l ink t o sust ainabil i t y,  and a range of  met hods such 

as zoning,  reserves,  quot as of  f ishing,  bans on cert ain act ivit ies.   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able repsonse.  

Level 1 1-2 The response at t empt s t o explain a few ways in which marine 

areas might  be managed,  but  wit h no real det ail .  Scale could 

be inappropriat e.  No l ink t o sust ainabil i t y.  Lacks focus and 

organisat ion.  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Explains a range of  management  met hods 

wit h impl ied underst anding of  sust ainabil i t y t hrough use of  

some appropriat e examples.  Some explanat ion of  chosen 

examples,  al t hough t his is variable.  Examples are broadly 

appropriat e wit h some range,  met hods of  management  may 

not  al l  be.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  Explains a range of  examples at  t he 

correct  scale,  ie small / local and has correct  det ails.  There is 

a very clear l ink t o marine ecosyst ems.  Expl icit  underst anding 

of  sust ainabil i t y.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

8 (a) A: 

Wat er t ank (1) 

B:

Wood pile/ shed/ lean 

t o (1) 

Ot her opt ions f rom 

t he f igure.  

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

8(b) A: Small  windows st op 

heat  get t ing in/ out  (1),  

t hick wal ls keep it  cool  

(1).

B: Triple glazing keeps 

it  warm (1),  bedrooms 

in lof t  space for 

warmt h (1).  

Accept  2 marks f rom 

one house.  

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .

A:

Sleep out side on 

t he roof  t o keep 

cool (1),  wat er 

st ored during dry 

periods (1).  

B:

Wood st ore 

provides wint er 

heat  (1),  sloping 

roof  sheds snow 

(1).

Ot her opt ions f rom 

t he f igure.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

8(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Polar

Cold:  Det ails of  t emperat ures,  ie below f reezing for much of  t he year.  

Long wint ers wit h int ense cold and long night s/ no dayl ight .  Short  

summers wit h t emperat ures around 10 C.  Short  growing/ breeding season 

for plant s.  Permaf rost  present .  Low precipit at ion but  t his mainly fal ls as 

snow.  Ot her feat ures such as glaciers and ice caps might  be described,  as 

might  sea ice.  River regimes (f rozen in wint er).  Accept  det ails of  plant  

and animal adapt at ions.    

Hot Arid 

Hot :  Det ails of  t emperat ures and lack of  seasonal it y,  perhaps some rains 

for short  t ime.  General ly arid (precipit at ion levels) al l  year round.  Cold 

night ,  int ense sunshine during day.  Rivers which f low only af t er rain,  

accept  det ails of  plant  and animal adapt at ions.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Describes a few physical  charact erist ics wit h no det ail ;  does 

not  move beyond ‘ very cold’  or similar.  No signif icant  l ink t o 

chosen locat ion.  Lacks focus and organisat ion.  Basic use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Describes a range of  charact erist ics wit h 

some det ail  for some areas,  and wit h some use of  appropriat e 

examples.  Some det ailed descript ion of  chosen examples 

al t hough t his is variable.  Examples are broadly appropriat e,  

wit h a range general ly,  or one or t wo areas more specif ical ly.  

Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.   

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  Describes a good range of  charact erist ics 

in some dept h wit h appropriat e det ails/ dat a.  Uses examples 

t o i l lust rat e descript ions.  Accurat e and clear l ink t o chosen 

ext reme environment .  Wel l  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.

• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name, 
 centre number and candidate number.

•  Answer all the questions in Section A. Answer one question from Section B and 
one question from Section C.

• Answer the questions in the spaces provided 
 – there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 50.

• The marks for each question are shown in brackets
 – use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

• Questions labelled with an asterisk (*) are ones where the quality of your 
 written communication will be assessed
 – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, 

 as well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.

• Keep an eye on the time.

• Try to answer every question.

• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You do not need any other materials.
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SECTION A – INTRODUCTION TO THE DYNAMIC PLANET

Answer ALL questions in this section.

Topic 1: Restless Earth

1 Figure 1 shows damage to a school caused by the Kashmir earthquake in Pakistan in 
2005.

(Source: Professor David Petley, University of Durham)

Figure 1 

 (a) Study Figure 1.

  Identify two damages caused by the earthquake.
(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b)  Describe how this school was especially vulnerable to earthquake damage.
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (c)  The 2005 Kashmir earthquake happened on a destructive plate margin.  

  Explain why earthquakes happen on destructive plate margins. You may draw a 
diagram to help you with your answer.

(4)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks) 
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Topic 2: Climate and Change

2 Figure 2 shows how climate change might affect the hydrological cycle in Canada.

(Source: adapted from Natural Resources Canada website, www.nrcan-rncan.gc.ca/com)

Figure 2

 (a) Study Figure 2.

  Identify one economic impact and one ecological impact of climate change from 
Figure 2. 

(2)

Economic impact:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Ecological impact:   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b)  Describe one way in which climate change could cause the level of water in the 
river to change.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (c)  Explain how future climate change in Canada may increasingly put people’s lives 
at risk. 
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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Topic 3: Battle for the Biosphere

3 Figure 3 shows the location of areas of tropical forest.
It also shows changes in the area covered by forest between the year 2000 and 2005.

Figure 3

 (a) Study Figure 3.

  Describe the distribution of tropical forests shown in Figure 3.
(2)
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 (b)  Suggest two reasons for this distribution.
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 (c) (i) Complete the graph below using data on the UK and Indonesia from 
Figure 3.  Some of the graph has been completed to help you.

(2)

  (ii) Suggest reasons why some countries have:
(2)

   More forest in 2005 compared to 2000:
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   Less forest in 2005 compared to 2000:
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(Total for Question 3 = 8 marks)
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Topic 4: Water World

4 Figure 4 shows a ‘pumpkin tank’ used to store water in the developing world.

(Source: adapted from ‘Rainwater Harvesting’, Practical Action)

Figure 4

 (a) Study Figure 4.

  Explain how the pumpkin tank is an example of intermediate technology.
(2)
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 (b) Suggest two problems the people shown might experience if they have a poor 
water supply. 

(2)
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 (c)  Using examples, explain how human activity can reduce water supplies.
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(Total for Question 4 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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SECTION B – SMALL SCALE DYNAMIC PLANET

Answer ONE question in this section.

Topic 5: Coastal Change and Conflict

If you answer Question 5 put a cross in this box    .

5 Figure 5 shows coastal management at Hornsea in Yorkshire.

Figure 5

 (a) Study Figure 5.

  Name coastal management measure C.
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 (b)  Explain why management measure B has been placed in front of structure A.
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    * (c) Using named examples, explain how rapid erosion on coastlines can be managed 
using traditional and more modern strategies.
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Topic 6: River Processes and Pressures

 If you answer Question 6 put a cross in this box    .

6 Figure 6 shows two flood hydrographs from different parts of the same river system.

Figure 6

 (a) Study Figure 6.

  Name the flood hydrograph feature A. 
(1)
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 (b)  Explain why flood hydrograph 1 is more of a hazard to people compared to 
hydrograph 2.

(2)
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    * (c)  Explain how the shapes of hydrographs 1 and 2 might be affected by physical and 
human factors.

(6)
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(Total for Question 6 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 9 MARKS
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SECTION C – LARGE SCALE DYNAMIC PLANET

Answer ONE question in this section.

Topic 7: Oceans on the Edge

If you answer Question 7 put a cross in this box    .

7 Figure 7 shows the collapse of North West Atlantic cod fish stocks between 1960 and 
2000.

Figure 7

 (a) Study Figure 7.

  What was the cod stock in millions of tons in 1975?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Describe the trend of the graph.
(2)
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    * (c)  Using named examples, explain how humans can have both positive and 
negative impacts on marine ecosystems. 

(6)
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(Total for Question 7 = 9 marks)
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Topic 8: Extreme Climates

If you answer Question 8 put a cross in this box    .

8 Figure 8 shows how two houses are adapted to extreme climates.

 A B

Figure 8

 (a) Study Figure 8.

  For either house A or house B, give one reason for the shape of the roof.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b)  For either house A or B, describe how it is adapted to the extreme climate.
(2)
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    * (c) Using named examples, explain how local and global actions are helping to 
ensure the survival of either extreme cold or hot arid environments.

(6)

  Chosen extreme environment:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 8 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 9 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 1H: Dynamic Planet 

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(a) Collapsed wal ls (1) 

Fal len roof  (1) 

1 mark for each  

(2 x 1) 

Til t ed sign 

Rockfal l  or 

similar 

Tent

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(b) Likely t o have been 

poorly buil t  (1),  as 

Kashmir is in a poorer 

developing count ry (1).  

St eep slope behind 

could have t riggered 

landsl ide/ rock fal l  ont o 

school (1).    

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .   

Loose ground 

could have been 

prone t o int ense 

shaking.

Answers which 

focus on t he 

magnit ude of  t he 

eart hquake as t his 

cannot  be 

det ermined f rom 

t he resource.   

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(c) Dest ruct ive margin is 

where 2 plat es col l ide 

(1),  one plat e is 

subduct ed (1),  f r ict ion 

bet ween t he t wo 

plat es (1),  pressure 

builds and event ual ly 

gives way (1),  energy 

release is t he 

eart hquake (1).  

1 mark for a basic 

explanat ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .   

Maximum of  4 marks.  

Compressional 

margin.

One plat e 

moving under 

anot her.

If  a diagram is 

drawn:  

correct

posit ion of  

bot h plat es 

(1);  arrows or 

similar show 

movement

(1);  correct  

label (1).  

Plat es moving 

apart / ext ensional  

or past  each ot her.   

4
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(a) Economic: 

Wat er supply (1) 

Irr igat ion (1) 

Ecological: 

Forest  f ires (1) 

Wildl ife(1) 

(2 x 1) 

Economic

damage f rom 

weat her hazards 

or similar.  

Recreat ion

act ivit ies

reduced (1).  

Decreased HEP 

(1).

Lower wat er 

qual it y (1).  

Shrinking glaciers.  

Ext reme weat her 

wit h no furt her 

comment .

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(b) It  could rise due t o

increased precipit at ion 

(1) and/ or snowmelt  

(r ising t emperat ure)(1),  

leading t o great er r iver 

discharge (1).

It  could fal l  due t o

decreased precipit at ion 

(1),  or increased 

evapot ranspirat ion (1),  

shrinking glaciers 

reduce river discharge 

(1).

NB t wo reasons for 

r ise,  or fal l ,  are 

accept able.

(2 x 1) 

Argument s t hat  

cl imat e change 

causes people t o 

use more wat er 

f rom t he river,  

eg f ight ing forest  

f ires.

River becomes 

more variable.   

Dam burst s or 

similar.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(c) Def init ion of  r isk (1) 

Ext reme weat her wil l  become more 

common,  eg t ornadoes,  st orms,  f ires and 

bl izzards (1).  

People’ s l ives direct ly at  r isk;  i f  cl imat e 

change increases t hese event s,  more 

people wil l  be af fect ed (1).  Lives might  be 

put  at  r isk t hrough fal l ing food product ion 

(1),  possibly l inked t o drought  (1),  brought  

on by changing cl imat e norms.  Disease risk 

could increase (1),  possibly l inked t o 

changing wat er qual it y or spreading 

malaria (1).  Accept  economic argument s 

t hat  r isk could result  form loss of  j obs 

l inked t o cl imat e change (1).

(4 x 1) 

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

Maximum of  4 marks.  

Answers which 

argue cl imat e 

change wil l  

improve l i fe.  

4

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(a) Along t he equat or (1),  

ident if icat ion of  an 

anomaly such as Mexico 

or Madagascar (1).  

(2 x 1) 

Close t o t he 

equat or.

In low lat it udes.  

Bet ween t he 

t ropics.

Middle of  t he  

map or similar.  

A specif ic count ry 

f rom t he map.  

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(b) Reasons include:

High Temperat ures  

(27 C+) (1) 

High Precipit at ion  

(2000 mm+) (1) 

Alt i t ude could be 

ment ioned (1) l inked t o 

eg t he Andes.   

(2 x 1) 

Lack of  

seasonal it y in 

t hese locat ions.  

Basic ‘ hot  and 

wet ’  answers are 

accept able for 1 

combined mark.  

Do not  accept  

human fact ors,  eg 

deforest at ion.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

3(c)(i) Correct  drawing of  bar for t he UK (1),  correct  drawing of  t he bar 

for Indonesia (1).  NB shading is not  required if  t he out l ine drawn 

is clear.   

(2 x 1) 2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

3(c)(ii) More forest: Conservat ion and replant ing pol icies or sust ainable 

forest ry (1) might  increase cover.  Accept  at t i t ude/ value,  or work 

of  NGOs/ Pressure groups (1) if  clearly st at ed.  

Less forest: The r ising demand for resources (t imber,  fuel wood,  

farmland) might  be causing deforest at ion (1).  

Reasoned st at ement  needed,  do not  accept  a one word response 

such as ‘ deforest at ion’  or ‘ af forest at ion’ .  

(2 x 1) 2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(a) Af fordable,  because it  

uses low cost  mat erials 

(1),  which is 

necessary in a poorer 

developing count ry (1).

Easy t o build/ maint ain

because it  uses simple 

t echnology (1) and t his 

f i t s wit h an area where 

t raining/ educat ion may 

be low (1) 

Local mat erials may be 

used which are cheap 

(or f ree) t o get  (1) 

t herefore keeping 

cost s t o levels t he 

people can af ford (1).

1 mark for a basic 

explanat ion of  a 

marking point .  

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .

(2 x 1) 

Answers which 

explain low 

input s,  eg no 

power is needed,  

or sust ainabil i t y 

as t he resource 

(wat er,  and 

bamboo,  mud) is 

renewable.  

Hi t ech/ low t ech or 

similar.  

Derogat ory 

answers.   

Very basic one 

word st at ement s 

such as ‘ cheap’ .   

Descript ion of  t he 

syst em.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(b) Poor healt h or 

similar (1).   

Poor farming 

condit ions;  food 

insecurit y (1).  

Poor hygiene 

/ increased risk of  

disease (1).  

(2 x 1) 

High cost s of  

buying wat er.   

Posit ive answers.  

Non-human 

consequences.  

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

4(c) Reduct ion in supply due t o over-abst ract ion of  groundwat er (1),  

eg Great  Plains.  Reduct ion of  supply by removing t oo much f rom 

river syst ems (1),  eg Colorado.  Cl imat e change reducing rainfal l  

or changing rainfal l  pat t erns (1).  

Pol lut ion of  wat er suppl ies which mean t hey cannot  be safely 

used (1).

1 mark for each appropriat ely used named example.  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .   

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .   

A maximum of  4 marks.  

(4 x 1) 4

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

5(a) Groyne(s) (1) 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

5(b) Not e:  St ruct ure A is a sea wal l  and B is rip rap.  

The rip rap prot ect s t he sea wal l  (1) by dissipat ing (absorbing) 

wave energy (1) and prevent ing large waves direct ly hit t ing t he 

wal l .

The wal l  may have been damaged in t he past  (1),  t herefore 

requiring furt her defences t o be buil t  t o prot ect  i t  (1).   

Sea level r ise or more st orms,  possibly l inked t o cl imat e 

change(1) mean a need for more defences (1).  

The groynes may have reduced beach size (1),  t herefore 

exposing t he seawal l  t o erosion,  and requiring furt her defences 

(1).

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .   

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .   2
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

5(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Examples could include any part  of  t he UK coast ,  or examples f rom 

overseas.   

There are a wide range of  possible st rat egies:  

Traditional

Groynes:  Trap sediment  brought  in by longshore drif t  (LSD),  build 

beaches and dissipat e wave energy.  

Sea wal ls:  Physical ly prevent  waves causing erosion by prot ect ing cl i f f s,  

ref lect  or dissipat e wave energy.  

Rip-rap/ revet ment s:  Break up waves,  of fshore breakwat ers cause wave 

breaking before waves reach shore.  

More modern  

Beach nourishment :  Increases beach ext ent  and absorbs wave energy.  

Coast al  real ignment / managed ret reat ,  ie t aking decisions t hat  some 

areas are t oo cost ly or dif f icul t  t o prot ect .   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 The response at t empt s an explanat ion of  a few management  

met hods,  but  t he explanat ion may not  be clear.  There are no 

examples used.  There is no dif ferent iat ion bet ween 

t radit ional and more modern st rat egies.  Basic use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  The response uses several examples (or one 

in dept h),  wit h some det ail .  Several  management  measures 

are explained.  These are varied.  More modern and t radit ional 

is impl ied rat her t han clealry st at ed.  There is some balance 

bet ween t radit ional and modern st rat egies.  Clearly 

communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  The response uses several det ailed 

examples.  A range of  explanat ions are used and t here is dept h 

of  underst anding and det ail  present .  Bot h t radit ional and 

modern st rat egies are clearly explained.  Well  communicat ed 

wit h good use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 55

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

6(a) Lag t ime 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

6(b) Fol lowing t he rainfal l  event :  

Hydrograph 1 has a short  lag t ime and react s very quickly (1),  

which provides l i t t le warming  of  t he f lood hazard(1),  r iver levels 

could rise dramat ical ly very quickly (1).  It  is more l ikely t o 

produce a f lash f lood (1),  which is more damaging t han gradual 

f looding (1).  

Do not  expect  comment  on hydrograph 2,  but  credit  a det ailed 

comparison up t o 2 marks.   

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .  

2 point s for a development  of  a marking point .  2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

6(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Hydrograph 1 could result  f rom urbanisat ion.  This decreases 

inf i l t rat ion and promot es rapid surface runof f  hence t he short er lack 

t ime,  and higher peak.  Deforest at ion or changing farm pract ice could 

have similar result s.   

Accept  impermeable rock t ype,  eg clay or granit e could produce a 

similar shape,  as could a small ,  round drainage basin.  Very heavy 

rainfal l / previous wet  condit ions.   

Hydrograph 2 could be in an area of  sandst one or l imest one,  

promot ing inf i l t rat ion (permeable/ porous) and t hroughf low,  

lengt hening lag t ime and reducing peak.   

Accept  af forest at ion or ot her land use change t hat  could result  in 

t his.

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No val id response.  

Level 1 1-2 The response cont rast s t he t wo hydrographs,  but  t here is 

l i t t le clear explanat ion.  Lacks a l ink t o lag t ime/ peak height .  

There is no dif ferent iat ion bet ween physical and human 

fact ors.   Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Some ment ion of  human and physical  fact ors 

in some det ail ,  wit h some balance on human and physcial  

fact ors.  Some explanat ions of  fact ors l inked t o processes and 

ment ions bot h hydrographs.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h 

l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  Balanced on bot h human and physical and 

bot h hydrographs.  Explanat ions focus on processes.  Likely t o 

have det ails eg of  rock t ype and explain how t his ef fect s 

processes.  Uses process t erms.  Well  communicat ed wit h good 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

7(a) 0.4 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

7(b) The t rend is downward 

(1),  t here anomalous 

periods,  eg 1980-1988 

(st able or r ising) (1),  

t here are periods of  

rapid decl ine,  eg early 

1970s,  very lat e 80s 

(1).

(2 x 1) 

A downwards 

t rend st at ement  

support ed by 

accurat e

dat a/ dat es might  

gain 2 marks.   

Upward or st able 

overal l  t rends.   

Lif t  of f  of  t ext .

2
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

7(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Examples could include St  Lucia,  Great  Barrier Reef  and many ot her coral 

areas.  The choice of  locat ion and ecosyst em/ t ype is not  import ant  but  

examples in L2/ L3 should be local  (not  ‘ t he At lant ic’ ) and marine (no 

rivers or lakes).  

Positive

There is a wide range of  possible impact s including conservat ion 

st rat egies t hat  might  involve zoning,  creat ion of  nat ure reserves or 

similar prot ect ed areas,  quot as of  f ishing,  bans on cert ain act ivat es such 

as dynamit e f ishing or l imit ing t ourism in part icularly sensit ive areas.   

Negative

Impact s could focus on overf ishing and damage t o food chains,  plus direct  

damage such as t rawl ing and dynamit e f ishing,  t ourism such as t aking 

coral as a souvenir.  Also pol lut ion f rom development s such as hot els on 

t he shore,  coral mining and ot her act ivit ies t hat  remove resources,  

pol lut ion f rom sea or land based sources such as oil  spil ls and 

sewage/ farm runof f .

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt s t o explain some impact s on marine areas,  but  

explanat ion may not  be clear.  The repsonse is unbalanced 

(most  l ikely negat ive impact s).  There are no named examples 

and t he impact s are general ised/ lacking det ail .  It  may be 

inaccurat e.  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  A response wit h some explanat ion.  Some 

examples are used but  t hese lack det ail .  There are some 

posit ive and negat ive impact s but  not  in great  dept h and t he 

response is unbalanced in t erms of  posit ive and negat ive 

impact s.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer.  Examples are used in det ail  in a response 

which is balanced bet ween negat ive and posit ive impact s.   

There is good use of  t erminology and t he response has clear 

explanat ions.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

8(a) Hot  Arid – low 

rainfal l / sleeping 

out side (1).  

Polar – snow sl ides of f  

(1). 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

8(b) Hot  Arid 

Small  windows – keeps 

heat  out  (1),  t hick 

wal ls keep inside cool 

(1).

Polar

Bedrooms in warmest  

part (1),  t r iple glazing 

insulat es f rom 

cold/ keeps heat  in (1),  

st i l t s prevent  

permaf rost  melt  (1).  

(2 x 1) 

Wat er t ank if  

l inked t o aridit y.  

Wood pile if  

l inked t o need 

for heat .  

Responses not  

l inked t o Figure 8.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

8(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Examples could come f rom a range of  locat ions,  eg for polar Alaska,  

Siberia and ot her areas wit hin t he Arct ic Circle and for hot  arid f rom t he 

Sahel,  USA desert s and t he out back.  For global act ions examples might  be 

of  t reat ies not  named places.  

Global

Expect  discussion of  at t empt s t o l imit  cl imat e change,  eg Kyot o,  Mont real 

or similar.  These are relevant  t o bot h.  There might  also be ment ion of  

ot her agreement s such as t he Ant arct ic Treat y and possibly even CITES or 

ot her at t empt s t o prot ect  wildl i fe and herit age (UNESCO world herit age 

sit es).

Local

At  t his scale accept  examples t hat  might  be considered regional ,  and 

nat ional.  Be f lexible wit h scale int erpret at ion.  Common t hemes wil l  

include prot ect ed areas (t he ANWR),  nat ional park and conservat ion st yle 

approached,  giving right  (land and prot ect ion) t o indigenous peoples and 

t heir t radit ional l i fest yles,  l imit ing resource exploit at ion.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion of  some act ions,  but  explanat ion 

may not  be clear.  The response is unbalanced bet ween local 

and global (or unclear).  Some general ised st rat egies may be 

ment ioned but  t here is no det ail  or clear examples.  Limit ed 

l ink t o t he chosen ext reme environment .  Basic use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure and explanat ion.  Some balance bet ween local 

and global act ions,  t he focus is on local or global  al t hough 

bot h are ment ioned or inferred.  Some examples are used for 

some ideas or st rat egies and t here are some det ails.  There is 

some l inkage t o t he chosen ext reme environment .  Clearly 

communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 Well  explained and st ruct ured answer.  There is a balance 

bet ween local and global act ions.  Examples are used and 

t here is dept h and det ail ,  eg named places and st rat egies 

especial ly at  t he lcoal scale.  There is a clear l ink t o t he 

chosen ext reme environment .  Well  communicat ed wit h good 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.
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 written communication will be assessed 

 – you should take particular care with your spelling, punctuation and grammar, 

 as well as the clarity of expression, on these questions.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
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SECTION A – INTRODUCTION TO PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Answer ALL questions in this section.

Topic 1: Population Dynamics

1 Figure 1 shows birth and death rates for four countries.  
 

Country
Birth Rate per 

1000
Death Rate per 1000

Natural Increase 

per 1000

Botswana 31 22 9

UK 11 10

France 13 9 4

Ghana 30 8

Figure 1

 (a) Calculate the natural increase per 1000 people for:

  (i) The UK
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Ghana
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Suggest two reasons why Botswana and Ghana have high birth rates.
(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (c) The UK and France have ageing populations. Describe what is meant by an 
‘ageing population’. 

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 (d) Explain why people in the UK, France and many other countries are living much 
longer now.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)
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Topic 2: Consuming Resources 

2 Figures 2(a) and 2(b) show energy use in different countries. The size of each country 
is affected by how much energy it uses. 

Use of ‘traditional fuels’ (eg wood, charcoal, animal and plant waste)

Figure 2(a) 

Use of electricity

Figure 2(b)

(Source: Worldmapper © Copyright 2006 SASI Group (University of Sheffield) and Mark Newman  

(University of Michigan))
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 (a) Study Figure 2(a). 

  (i) Which named country uses the most traditional fuel?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

  (ii) Study Figure 2(b).

   Which named country uses the most electricity?
(1) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Suggest two reasons for the difference in type of energy use between South Africa 
and the UK. 

(2)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (c) Define the term renewable energy resources. 
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 (d) Explain why countries using electricity may need to switch to renewable energy 
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(Total for Question 2 = 8 marks)
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Topic 3: Living Spaces

3 Figure 3 shows a street in Soweto, a town in South Africa. Soweto’s population is 
growing rapidly.

Figure 3

 (a)  Study Figure 3.

  State two disadvantages for people of living in this area.
(2)
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 (b) Suggest two reasons why people living in rural areas of South Africa might want 
to move to Soweto. 

(2)
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 (c) Describe some of the ways conditions in a shanty town like the one in Figure 3 
could be improved.
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 (d) Explain one benefit to rural areas that can be provided by those who move to 
urban areas like Soweto.
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(Total for Question 3 = 8 marks)
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Topic 4: Making a Living 

4  Figure 4 shows data about four countries. 

Country % working population 
employed in industry

Gross National Income 
in US$ per person 

Bangladesh 11 2300

China 24 7800

Egypt 17 4200

Niger 6 1000

(Source: World Bank, CIA Factbook)

Figure 4 

 (a)  Study Figure 4. 

  Rank the countries by completing the two blank columns in the table below. 
 One ranking has been done to help you. 

(2)

Country % working 

population 

employed in 

industry

RANK Gross National 

Income in US$ 

per person 

RANK

Bangladesh 11 2300

China 24 1 7800

Egypt 17 4200

Niger 6 1000
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 (b)  Suggest two reasons why countries with a high percentage of people working in 
industry also have high Gross National Income.

(2)
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 (d)  Explain one benefit that the growth of industries can bring to developing 
countries.
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 (Total for Question 4 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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SECTION B – SMALL SCALE PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Answer ONE question in this section.

Topic 5: Changing Cities 

If you answer Question 5 put a cross in this box  .

5 Figure 5 shows London’s eco-footprint in 2005.

Figure 5

 (a) Study Figure 5. 

  Identify one environmental problem caused by London’s eco-footprint. 
(1)
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 (b) Describe how the way people live in cities such as London, leads to high 
eco-footprints. 
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    * (c) Using examples, explain how cities are trying to reduce their eco-footprint. 
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(Total for Question 5 = 9 marks)
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Topic 6: Changing Countryside 

If you answer Question 6 put a cross in this box  .

6 Figure 6 shows a cartoonist’s view of one problem facing rural villages.

(Source: www.CartoonStock.com)

Figure 6

 (a) Study Figure 6. 

  Suggest one reason why the population of the village is higher at weekends than  
 from Monday to Friday.

(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 (b) Describe how this might have had a good and bad effect on the village’s services.
(2)

Good  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Bad  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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    * (c) Using examples, explain how rural areas are trying to improve rural services.
(6)
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

(Total for Question 6 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 9 MARKS



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 200874

SECTION C – LARGE SCALE PEOPLE AND THE PLANET 

Answer ONE question in this section.

Topic 7: Development Dilemmas

If you answer Question 7 put a cross in this box  .

 7 Figure 7 shows a photograph of the Volta Dam in Ghana. It was built with western 
help in the early 1970s to bring development to Ghana.

(Source: Jacques Jangoux, www.britannica.com) 

Figure 7

 

 (a) Study Figure 7.

  Give one likely use for the water from this dam.
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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 (b) Describe how a dam like this could help Ghana develop.
(2)
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    * (c) Using examples, explain how bottom-up schemes have benefited developing 
countries.

(6)
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(Total for Question 7 = 9 marks)
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Topic 8: World of Work 

If you answer Question 8 put a cross in this box  .

8 Figure 8 shows a photograph of company headquarters in Canary Wharf in London’s  
Docklands, an extension of London’s business district. 

(Source: Wikipedia) 

Figure 8 

 (a) Suggest one type of job done by people working in these buildings. 
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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 (b) Describe the characteristics of companies that might occupy Canary Wharf tower. 
(2)
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    * (c) Using examples, explain how TNCs may bring benefits and problems when they 
invest in a country.

(6)
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(Total for Question 8 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 9 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 2F: People and the Planet 

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(i) 1 1

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(ii) 22 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(b) Lack of  access 

t o/ educat ion about  

cont racept ion (1).  

Need children t o 

work (1).  

High Infant  mort al it y 

rat es (expect at ion 

some wil l  die)(1).  

(2 x 1) 

Rel igious or 

cult ural

reasons.  

Women begin 

having children 

early in l i fe.   

Al l  incorrect  

answers  

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(c) A populat ion in which 

t he % of  people over 

60/ 65 is large (1),  a 

count ry whose average 

age is increasing (1).  

1 mark for a basic 

descript ion of  a 

marking point .   

2 marks for a 

development  of  t he 

marking point .   

Low birt h 

rat es/ fert i l i t y 

rat es.

Top heavy (or 

similar) 

populat ion

pyramid.  

People dying.  

High deat hs rat es.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

1(d) Bet t er healt h care for elderly (1),  people 

survive hospit al  t reat ment  or sickness (1).  

Increased vaccinat ions (1),  enables 

children t o survive longer/ people t o 

recover f rom disease (1).  Increased 

prosperit y (1),  lead t o bet t er food/ diet  (1).  

Bet t er range of  drugs available (1),  names 

a now curable disease such as smallpox) 

(1).  Bet t er range of  t reat ment s available 

(1),  gives example such as heart  disease or 

cancer (1).  Accept  any reasonable/ relevant  

point .

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a 

marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

Family planning 

fact ors,  eg 

cont racept ion.  The 

quest ion is about  

longevit y – so 

point s relat ing t o 

family planning or 

lower birt h rat e are 

only credit wort hy if  

l inked t o a rising 

average age of  

populat ion reasons 

given.

Similarly ‘ lower 

birt h rat e’  unless 

qual if ied as shown.   

2

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(i) India 1

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(ii) USA 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(b) Reasons should focus on level of  

development .  

eg

Sout h Af rica is a developing/ poorer

count ry (1).  

People cannot  af ford as much 

elect ricit y (1).

Sout h Af rica has a more rural  

populat ion using t radit ional fuels 

(1).

The UK is more developed (1).  

Sout h Af rica has less fossil  fuel t o 

produce elect ricit y (1).  

1 mark per correct  reason.  

(2 x 1) 

General isat ions,  eg 

‘ t hey’ ve got  no 

resources’  ‘ t hey 

are t oo poor’ .   

Wit hout

subst ant iat ion or 

direct  l ink t o a 

count ry.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(c) Energy resources which wil l  not  run out  

(1)/ are not  f init e (1).   

One named example (1),  eg solar,  wind,  

wave,  HEP.  

 (2 x 1) 

Any answer t hat  

focuses on non-

renewable 

resources.   

Answers which 

st at e t hat  t hey do 

not  pol lut e.  2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(d) Non-renewable energy resources may run 

out  (1),  meaning t hat  al t ernat ive sources 

wil l  need t o be found (1).  They may 

become t oo expensive in t he fut ure (1) and 

people wil l  seek a cheaper al t ernat ive(1).  

As t hey (eg oil ) become scarcer (1),  t hey 

might  have t o be used for eg plast ics 

inst ead of  energy (1).  Pressure f rom 

environment al lobby t o reduce pol lut ion 

(1) might  cause a swit ch t o renewable 

which pol lut e less (1).   

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking 

point .

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

Point s about  

resource deplet ion 

or exhaust ion are 

only accept able if  

l inked t o t he not ion 

of  reserves or 

suppl ies.

Rej ect  populat ion 

point s,  eg ‘ t here 

wil l  be t oo many 

people’ .

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(a) Any of :  

unpaved roads 

open sewers  

poor qual it y housing 

lack of  space/ high 

densit y.

(2 x 1) 

Any qual it at ive 

answer which can 

be evidenced 

f rom t he 

phot ograph.  

Answers which 

cannot  be 

evidenced f rom t he 

phot ograph.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(b) Can be push or pul l :   

opport unit y/ j obs 

available (lack of  

j obs in rural) (1) 

bet t er

housing/ educat ion 

(lack or rural 

services) (1) 

‘ bright  l ight s 

syndrome’  or similar 

(1).

1 mark for each.  

(2 x 1) 

Any reasonable 

answer relat ing 

t o improved 

services

compared t o 

rural areas.   

Accept  war,  

famine,

drought  as 

push.

Very basic one 

word st at ement s 

such as ‘ povert y’ .   

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

3(c) Could be improvement s such as paving 

roads (1),  adding drainage (1),  building 

sewers and wat er supply (1),  improving 

housing condit ions (1).   

Or st rat egies such as aided self  help 

schemes (1),  help f rom an NGO t o organise 

improvement s (1),  ut i l i t y wal l / sit e and 

service t ype ideas,  and social  housing (1).  

1 mark for each correct  descript ion.   

(2 x 1) 

 Answers such as 

‘ bul ldoze’  it  or 

similar,  or ‘ build 

new f lat s’  wit h 

no qual if icat ion.   

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

3(d) Any reasonable answer about  how urban 

dwel lers can bring benef it s,  eg sending 

wages home t o help older members of  

famil ies lef t  behind (1),  pay for school ing 

(1),  pay for medical t reat ment  (1),  

‘ pioneer’  – t hose who go f irst  can seek out  

opport unit ies for ot hers t o j oin t hem lat er 

(1).

1 mark for each.  

Award marks for point s which are l inked or 

developed,  eg ‘ By sending wages home (1) 

t o help older members of  t he family lef t  

behind (1).  

Unrelat ed

responses,  eg might  

mean more j obs for 

t hose lef t  behind.    

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

4(a) First  column correct  answer:  

3 (1) 2 4 

1 mark

Second column correct  answer:  

3 1 2 4 

1 mark 2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(b) Trade wil l  increase,  

so count ry earns 

more (1).  

Jobs may be bet t er 

paid in indust ry (1).  

Spurs t he economy in 

ot her sect ors (or 

some descript ion of  

mult ipl ier ef fect ) (1).  

1 mark for each val id 

point .

(2 x 1) 

General t erms,  

eg ‘ incomes’  in 

l ieu of  GNI.  

Accept  more 

general point s 

provided that

at  least  one 

point  has been 

made relat ing 

t o dat a,  eg 

‘ t here are 

more j obs for 

people’ .

General ised t erms,  

eg people are 

wealt hier.

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

4(c) Pollut ion f rom fact ories (1).  

Some f irms pay low wages (1).  

Some have poor working 

condit ions/ sweat  shops/ exploit at ion (1).  

Company may not  pay t axes (1) 

Prof it s f rom overseas companies go back 

overseas (1).  

1 mark per correct  suggest ion.  

(2 x 1) 

General ised

answers or point s 

which don’ t  relat e 

t o indust ry or 

which

misunderst and t he 

point ,  eg t he 

indust ries might  

not  want  t o go 

t here because it ’ s 

got  no services.   2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

4(d) Benef it s vary,  eg great er employment  (1) 

leads t o higher incomes (1),  more services 

(1) (wit h 1 ext ra mark max if  specif ies,  eg 

a company school,  medical care,  

elect ricit y or wat er),  more t rade (1) which 

might  lead t o higher incomes (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking 

point .

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

General ised

answers or point s 

which don’ t  relat e 

t o indust ry or 

which

misunderst and t he 

point ,  eg t he 

indust ries might  

not  want  t o go 

t here because it ’ s 

got  no services.   

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

5(a) Any reasonable answer:   

air pol lut ion/ release of  t oxic gases 

or CO2 (global warming) (1) 

deforest at ion (1) 

wast e needs t o be dumped,  burnt  

or landf i l led (1) 

runof f  causes f looding (1) 

wat er sources (rivers,  groundwat er) 

running dry (1).  

1 mark

‘ Bad’  t hings about  

urban areas,  eg 

‘ t he amount  of  

land t aken up by 

cit ies’ .

Do not  accept  

congest ion.

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

5(b) People l iving in cit ies use large amount s of  

resources for building (1),  use large 

amount s of  resources (fuel) for t ransport  

(1),  have t heir food t ransport ed in f rom 

elsewhere (1),  wealt h leads t o high car 

ownership/ consumerism (1),  people have 

t o use energy t o t ravel commut e (1).  

1 mark for each correct  descript ion.  

(2 x 1) 

Lif t ing st at ement s 

f rom Figure 5.   

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

5(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Attempts to reduce eco-footprint

A wide range of  st rat egies could be expect ed here.  These would include 

t ransport  development  for many cit ies,  especial ly t hose designed t o 

increase t he % of  people t ravel l ing on publ ic t ransport .  Wast e proj ect s 

designed t o increase recycl ing,  or green energy ‘ grand designs’ ,  eg 

BedZED in sout h London,  or proj ect s aiming t o reduce food miles,  eg 

farmers’  market s.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion.  Limit ed ident if icat ion of  at t empt s 

t o reduce t he eco-foot print .  General ly explained wit hout  

det ail .  Poorly locat ed areas/ schemes not  wel l  relat ed t o 

reducing eco-foot print s.  Basic use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure,  wit h some at t empt s explained.  Some range of  

examples,  wit h some l inks t o reducing foot print s,  and t here is 

some det ail  but  i t  is variable.  Only one scheme is explained in 

det ail .  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured response which includes a range of  det ailed 

schemes,  wit h examples which are wel l  locat ed,  wit h clear 

explanat ions and l ink t o reducing eco-foot print s.  Well  

communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical  t erminology,  

spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

6(a) Tourist s 

Second home owners  

Al l  incorrect  

answers,  eg 

‘ commut ers’  

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

6(b) Good:

Some services might  have opened,  eg 

cafes,  pubs and rest aurant s (1).  

Bad:

Ot hers may have closed such as Post  

Of f ice,  general st ores et c(1).   

Example needed for bot h good and bad for 

t he mark.  

(2 x 1) 

Good and bad 

answers which are 

t he direct  reverse.  

Answers in t he 

wrong place,  ie bad 

in ‘ good’ .   

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

6(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Schemes in rural areas 

Many schemes exist  in dif ferent  part s of  t he UK and t he world.  In t he UK 

and EU,  Obj ect ive One aid has led t o t he development  of  several schemes 

t o boost  service provision such as dial-a-bus schemes and mobile services.  

Ot her regenerat ion schemes in rural  areas include business invest ment  

and shared ownership housing schemes.  Overseas,  LEDC init iat ives t o 

build schools,  develop local service around ‘ CampFire’ -st yle proj ect s 

have also had impact s,  as have healt h cl inics.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion but  t his may not  be clear.  Some 

general ised schemes are out l ined which are poorly locat ed.  

Limit ed l ink t o improving services.  Basic use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure,  wit h some at t empt  t o explain some schemes.  

Some examples have some det ail  and t here is some range.  

Only one scheme is explained in det ail .  Clearly 

communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer which includes a good range of  det ailed 

at t empt s,  wit h examples.  Clear explanat ions wel l  l inked t o 

rural services.  Well-locat ed.  Well  communicat ed wit h good 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

7(a) Any of  

domest ic supply/ indust ry/ irr igat ion  

hydro-elect ric power – accept  ‘ elect ricit y’  

1 mark for one correct  answer 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

7(b) Wat er supply could help farming develop 

(1),  provide supply for urban development  

(1),  elect ricit y (HEP) for indust ry/ could 

at t ract  indust ry (1),  provides direct  

employment  and income (1).   

Any t wo descript ive point s for 1 mark each.  

 (2 x 1) 

Descript ion of  

development  not  

l inked t o aspect s of  

t he dam and 

reservoir.  

2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

7(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Small-scale projects 

Examples used must  be local- or smal l-scale – l ikely t o be at  vi l lage or 

local cat chment  scale.  Examples used might  include BBC World 2000 

video on La Pecha micro-hydro scheme in Peru,  which has not  only 

provided cheap renewable elect ricit y for t he vi l lage,  but  has benef it ed 

local schools who now use elect ricit y in lessons (eg t echnology) and 

al lows st udent s t o do homework.  An ‘ evening economy’  has developed 

around cof fee shops and bars which didn’ t  exist  before.   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion which out l ines some general ised 

schemes.  These may not  al l  be clearly bot t om-up,  poorly 

locat ed and wit h no real  explanat ion or l ink t o benef it s.  Basic 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure,  wit h some bot t om-up schemes explained and 

some det ails.  Likely t o be variable.  Some range of  examples.  

Only one scheme is explained in det ail .  Part ial ly addresses t he 

issue of  benef it s.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use 

of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured response which includes a range of  det ailed 

examples which are explained in dept h.  Clear l ink t o t he 

benef it s of  t he chosen schemes.  Well  locat ed.  Well  

communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical  t erminology,  

spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

8(a) Banking,  Account ant  or any ot her 

f inance-l inked (eg insurance).   

Creat ive,  media,  advert ising,  j ournal ism.  

Services,  eg securit y for people in of f ices 

or cleaning.  

1 mark for one correct  i t em.  

Of f ice j obs 

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

8(b) Very large employers (1),  

TNCs/ MNCs/ Int ernat ional/ global 

companies (1),  wel l  known/ global brand 

companies (1),  t ert iary indust ry/ sect or (1).  

Any t wo descript ive point s for 1 mark 

each.

(2 x 1) 

The named 

companies on t he 

phot o,  ie HSBC and 

Cit igroup 

Banks.

2



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 200888

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

8(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Benefits

TNC benef it s general ly include employment ,  t hough in LEDC t hese t end 

t o be at  t he bot t om of  t he wage scale,  wit h highest  wages and 

management  cont rol  remaining in t he host  count ry.  However,  companies 

such as Nike run t heir own schools and doct or surgeries,  wit h welfare 

benef it s said t o be on of fer as wel l  as j ob securit y in count r ies t hat  did 

not  have such j obs before.  Some candidat es wil l  chal lenge t hese point s 

but  a wel l -balanced answer should acknowledge t hat  TNCs can bring 

subst ant ial  benef it s and aid t he development  process.   

Problems  

These wil l  vary wit h t he TNC.  The kinds of  charges laid against  TNCs 

include sweat shop labour at  low wages,  for long hours,  and of t en in 

count ries who pay l i t t le more t han l ip service t o working hours direct ives,  

i f  at  al l .  Some candidat es wil l  chal lenge t hese point s but  a wel l-balanced 

answer should acknowledge t hat  TNCs have caused signif icant  problems 

and brought  t hemselves a reput at ion which some have had t o work hard 

t o repair.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion which ment ions one or t wo TNCs 

and what  t hey do,  but  not  in det ail .  May focus on 1 

sensat ional ist  problem.  No balance of  benef it s and problems.  

Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure in a response wit h some explanat ions of  bot h 

benef it s and problems.  Likely t o be unbalanced when 

explaining benef it s and problems.  Examples used have 

variable dept h.  Only one scheme is described in det ail .  

Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 A wel l  explained and st ruct ured response which includes a 

range of  det ailed,  named examples.  Well-locat ed and wit h a 

balance across benef it s and problems.  Well  communicat ed 

wit h good use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.
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SECTION A  INTRODUCTION TO PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Answer ALL questions in this section.

Topic 1: Population Dynamics

1 Figure 1 shows birth and death rates for four countries.

Country Birth Rate per 1000 Death Rate per 1000

Botswana 31 22

UK 11 10

France 13 9

Ghana 30 8

Figure 1

 (a) Which country has 

  (i) the highest rate of natural increase per 1000?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) the lowest rate of natural increase per 1000?
(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (b) Explain why some countries, such as Botswana and Ghana, have high birth rates. 
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (c)  Explain two problems faced by countries with ageing populations.
(4)
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Topic 2: Consuming Resources 

2 Figures 2(a) and 2(b) show energy use in different countries. In each case, the size of 
each country is affected by how much energy is used. 

Use of ‘traditional fuels’ (eg wood, charcoal, animal and plant waste)

Figure 2(a)

Use of electricity

Figure 2(b)

(Source: Worldmapper © Copyright 2006 SASI Group (University of Sheffield) and Mark Newman 

(University of Michigan))
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 Study Figure 2(a). 

 (a)  Describe the distribution of countries using traditional fuels.
(2)
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 (b)  Explain why the distribution of countries using ‘traditional fuels’ (Figure 2(a)) is 
different from those using electricity (Figure 2(b)).
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 (c)  In the future it may be difficult for countries to provide enough energy.

  Explain the problems that countries may face as follows: 
(4)
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Topic 3: Living Spaces

3 Figure 3 shows a street in Soweto, a town in South Africa. Soweto’s population is 
growing rapidly. 

Figure 3

 (a) Study Figure 3.

  Describe the urban settlement shown in Figure 3.
(2)
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 (b) Suggest two pull factors which attract people to move to urban areas like 
Soweto.

(2)
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 (c)  Explain two reasons why people who move to urban areas like Soweto sometimes 
find that it is not as good as they had hoped.
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Topic 4: Making a Living 

4 Figure 4 shows data about four countries. 

Country

% working 
population 

employed in 
industry

Gross National 
Income in US$ 
per person per 

year 

Life 
expectation in 

years

Bangladesh 11 2300 62.8

China 24 7800 72.9

Egypt 17 4200 71.6

Niger 6 1000 44

(Source: World Bank 2006, CIA Factbook)

Figure 4 

 (a) Study Figure 4.

  What is the general relationship between the % of people working in industry 
and Gross National Income per person? Use data to illustrate your answer. 

(2)
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 (b)  Explain how such data might encourage developing countries to increase their 
industry.
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 (c)  Using examples, explain how the growth of industries in developing countries can 
bring both benefits and problems.
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(Total for Question 4 = 8 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 32 MARKS
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SECTION B  SMALL SCALE PEOPLE AND THE PLANET 

Answer ONE question in this section. 

Topic 5: Changing Cities

If you answer Question 5 put a cross in this box  .

5 Figure 5 shows London’s eco-footprint in 2005.

Figure 5

 (a) Study Figure 5.

  Explain why cities such as London have such large eco-footprints.
(2)
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 (b)  State one negative impact on people of living in cities with very high eco-
footprints.

(1)
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    * (c) Using named examples, explain attempts that have been made to reduce the 
eco-footprint of cities and how well you think they are succeeding.

(6)
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(Total for Question 5 = 9 marks)
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Topic 6: Changing Countryside

If you answer Question 6 put a cross in this box  .

6 Figure 6 shows a cartoonist’s view of one problem facing rural villages.

(Source: www.CartoonStock.com)

 Figure 6

 (a) Study Figure 6.

  Explain the problem the cartoon suggests the village is facing.
(2)
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 (b)  State one negative impact the residents might experience because of this.
(1)
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    * (c) Using named examples, explain how schemes in rural areas have been developed 
to improve rural services, and how well you think they are succeeding. 

(6)
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SECTION C  LARGE SCALE PEOPLE AND THE PLANET

Answer ONE question in this section. 

Topic 7: Development Dilemmas 

If you answer Question 7 put a cross in this box  .

7 Figure 7 shows a photograph of the Volta Dam in Ghana. It was built with western 
help in the early 1970s to bring development to Ghana.

(Source: Jacques Jangoux, www.britannica.com)

Figure 7

 (a) Study Figure 7.

  Suggest one way such a dam could help a country like Ghana develop.
(1)
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 (b)  Explain how the dam could have had negative impacts on some people in Ghana. 
(2)
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    * (c) Using named examples, explain how bottom-up schemes meet the needs of 
developing countries, and how successful these have been. 

(6)
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(Total for Question 7 = 9 marks)
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Topic 8: World of Work

If you answer Question 8 put a cross in this box  .

8 Figure 8 shows a photograph of company headquarters in Canary Wharf in London’s 
Docklands, an extension of London’s business district.

(Source: Wikipedia)

Figure 8 

 (a) Study Figure 8. 

  What does the photograph tell you about the type of company that has chosen to 
locate in Canary Wharf?

(1)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b)  Explain why London is an attractive location for these companies.
(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

    * (c) Using named examples, explain how far TNCs bring more benefits than problems 
when they invest in a country.

(6)
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(Total for Question 8 = 9 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 9 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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BLANK PAGE
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 2H: People and the Planet 

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(i) Ghana 1

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(ii) UK 1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

1(b) Cult ural  reasons,  eg 

rel igion,  bel ief  in no 

birt h cont rol  (1).  

Family reasons,  eg t o 

ensure care in old age,  

ensure cont inuat ion of  

family name and land 

holding (1).  Economic 

reasons,  eg more family 

members t o work,  

value of  child labour,  

expense of  

cont racept ion (1).  

1 mark for each correct  

suggest ion.   

(2 x 1) 

Accept

They don’ t  

know about  

cont racept ion

Large famil ies 

can be wealt hy 

famil ies

More people t o 

work 

It ’ s part  of  

t radit ion

Lack of  cl inics 

t o promot e 

cont racept ion

They don’ t  know 

any bet t er.  

Lack of  educat ion.  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

1(c) Any t wo developed point s f rom t he 

fol lowing:

High cost s of  healt h care for elderly (1).  

High cost s of  pensions,  eg t axat ion (1).  

Lower percent age/ number of  working 

people in t he populat ion,  eg economic 

decl ine (1).  High dependency rat io/ fewer 

people working (1).  Might  be l inked t o low 

fert i l i t y rat e,  so could indicat e populat ion 

decl ine (1).  Might  have t o raise pension age 

(pol it ical  issue) (1).  Might  have t o reduce 

benef it s for t he elderly (privat e pensions) 

(1).

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a 

marking point  .  

2 marks for a development  of  a marking 

point .

 (2 + 2) 

Decl ining

populat ion wit hout  

any reasons given.   

Similarly,  ‘ leads t o 

economic decl ine’  

wit hout  reasons 

given,

‘ wil l  lead t o lower 

birt h rat e’ .  

4

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

2(a) Any t wo point s f rom 

t he fol lowing:    

Mainly developing 

count ries or cont inent s 

(1).  Named examples 

which can be eit her 

count ries (eg Mexico,  

Brazil ,  Nigeria,  India,  

China) or named 

cont inent s (Lat in/ Sout h 

America,  Af rica,  

sout hern Asia) (1).  

Some more developed 

count ries wit h 

examples (eg France,  

USA) (1).

Can obt ain bot h marks 

j ust  by naming 

count ries wit hout  

general descript ion.  

1 mark per correct  

answer.  

(2 x 1) 

Third World 

/ LICs/ LEDCs.

Af rica provided it  

is not  ident if ied 

as a count ry,  ‘ eg 

a count ry l ike 

Af rica’ .

Asia if  ment ioned 

as a whole wit hout  

qual if ying.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(b) Elect ricit y is used mainly in t he more 

developed count ries (1 ),  eg in fact ories,  

of f ices (1).  The elect ricit y producing 

count ries are general ly t he more 

developed (1) and t herefore use elect ricit y 

in indust ries and homes (1).   

Or if  comparison is made using developing 

count ries,  eg t he t radit ional fuel count ries 

are general ly poorer (1) and t herefore 

can’ t  af ford elect ricit y (1).  

1 mark only if  descript ion given wit hout  a 

comparison,  eg poor count ries of t en have 

no coal  or oil  (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a 

marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  a marking 

point .

Bland

general isat ions,  eg 

‘ t hey’ ve got  no 

resources’  ‘ t hey 

are t oo poor’  

wit hout

subst ant iat ion or 

direct  l ink t o a 

count ry.

Do not  credit  

‘ America’  as an 

example.

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

2(c) Traditional fuels 

Wood might  run out  as forest s are cut  

down or as drought s get  worse (1).  Cat t le 

dung might  be in short  supply as cit ies 

grow (1).  Anyt hing suggest ing loss of  fuel 

supply in a named count ry,  eg Nigeria 

which may become exhaust ed wit h 

increasing populat ion demands (1).  

Anyt hing suggest ing al t ernat ive uses (which 

must  be specif ied),  eg cat t le dung might  

have t o be used as fert i l iser inst ead (1).  

Countries using electricity 

Named supply of  fuel for t hat  count ry,  eg 

in Japan oil  might  become so expensive as 

it  import s a lot  of  i t s supply (1).  Anyt hing 

suggest ing loss of  supply wit h example,  eg 

coal in Aust ral ia,  l inked t o exhaust ion of  

reserves (1).  Anyt hing suggest ing 

al t ernat ive uses (must  be specif ied),  eg oil  

in China needs t o be preserved for vit al  

uses such as plast ics (1).  

1 mark per correct  explanat ion.  

Can award maximum 3 marks wit hin an 

explanat ion for wel l  developed or 

exemplif ied point s.  

Point s must  be 

l inked,  so do not  

accept

general isat ions,  eg 

‘ t he forest  wil l  al l  

be cut  down’  

(doesn’ t  say why 

t his is a problem),  

‘ al l  t he fuels wil l  

run out ’  wit hout  

specif ic problem or 

fuel t ype.  

Rej ect  point s about  

‘ t here wil l  be t oo 

many people’  i f  

st at ed wit hout  any 

l ink t o energy or 

supply problems.  

4

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(a) Shant y t own,  slum,  

squat t er set t lement ,  

informal set t lement .  

1 mark

Poorly buil t  

houses/ buil t  out  of  

scrap (1),  open sewers 

(1),  dirt  roads (1).  

1 mark 

(1 + 1) 

Unplanned  Cit y 

Town

Anyt hing t hat  

cannot  be evidence 

f rom t he 

phot ograph.   

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

3(b) Must  be pul l  fact ors,  

eg:

opport unit y/ j obs 

available (1),  ‘ bright  

l ight s syndrome’  (1),  

services available wit h 

an example,  eg schools 

or healt hcare (1).  

1 mark for each.  

(2 x 1) 

Any reasonable 

answer which can 

be evidenced.

Rural push fact ors  

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

3(c) Any reasonable point s about  poor l iving 

condit ions,  eg:   

housing is expensive (1),  j obs are of t en 

low-paid or non-exist ent  (1),  wages can be 

very low/ l ive in povert y (1),  lack of  

suit able housing near t he cent re,  eg for 

famil ies (1),  high cost s of  l iving (does not  

need t o be specif ied) (1),  t he bright  l ight s 

may be for more wealt hy people (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a 

marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

(2 x 2) 

Fact ors which are 

more about  t he 

rural area rat her 

t han urban,  eg:  

might  miss t heir 

house in t he rural  

area

miss t heir family 

et c.

4

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(a) The great er t he % of  

people in indust ry,  

t he great er t he GNI 

(1).

Wit h dat a t o 

i l lust rat e (1).  

(2 x 1) 

GDP in place 

of  GNI.  

Direct  count ry 

comparisons,

eg Niger has 

t he lowest  % 

in indust ry 

and t he lowest  

GNI.

Al l  incorrect  

answers.  

Al l  general  answers 

t hat  do not  specify 

dat a,  eg ‘ Niger is 

lower t han Egypt ’ .  

2
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Accept able

Answers

Rej ect Mark

4(b) Accept  minimum of  

one answer which 

relat es t o t he dat a,  eg 

incomes wil l  increase 

(1),  l i fe expect at ion is 

l ikely t o increase as 

people become 

wealt hier (1),  can 

af ford bet t er medical 

care (1).  

1 mark for a basic 

explanat ion of  a 

marking point .  

2 marks for t he 

development  of  a 

marking point .  

(2 x 1) 

General t erms,  

eg ‘ incomes’  in 

l ieu of  GNI,  or 

‘ people l ive 

longer’  in l ieu of  

‘ increased l i fe 

expect at ion’ .

Accept  more 

general point s 

provided that  at  

least  one point  

has been made 

relat ing t o dat a,  

eg ‘ t here are 

more j obs for 

people’ .

General ised t erms,  

eg people are 

wealt hier.

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

4(c) Benef it s,  eg great er employment  (1),  

higher incomes (1),  more services (1) eg 

elect ricit y or wat er (1).  

Problems,  eg pol lut ion f rom fact ories (1),  

low wages (1),  overseas company may not  

pay t axes (1),  prof it s f rom overseas 

companies go back overseas (1),  eg so t he 

count ry doesn’ t  gain much (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking 

point .

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking 

point .

Maximum 3 marks if  benef it s only or 

problems only described.  

Accept  answers t hat  refer solely t o TNCs 

provided t hat  of fer benef it s and problems 

in named count ries,  ot herwise maximum 3 

marks.

General ised

answers or point s 

which don’ t  relat e 

t o indust ry or 

which

misunderst and t he 

point ,  eg t he 

indust ries might  

not  want  t o go 

t here because it ’ s 

got  no services.   

4
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

5(a) High energy use (1),  food consumpt ion needs t o be brought  in 

f rom elsewhere (1),  airport s and ot her t ravel t o cit ies uses 

energy (1),  eg fossil  fuels/ add t o greenhouse gases (1),  wealt h 

leads t o high car ownership (1),  people have t o t ravel t o work 

which consumes energy (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .  

Do not  require development ,  2 basic explanat ions are 

accept able.

(2 x 1) 2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

5(b) High levels of  air pol lut ion lead t o 

healt h problems.   

Congest ion causes st ress and i l l -healt h.   

Cost ly places t o l ive due t o high 

resource use.  

1 mark for a clear st at ement .  

Benef it s.

One word 

st at ement  such as 

‘ pol lut ion’ .   

1
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

5(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Attempts to reduce eco-footprint

A wide range of  st rat egies could be expect ed here.  These would include 

t ransport  development  for many cit ies,  especial ly t hose designed t o 

increase t he % of  people t ravel l ing on publ ic t ransport .  Wast e proj ect s 

designed t o increase recycl ing,  or green energy ‘ grand designs’ ,  eg 

BedZED in sout h London,  or proj ect s aiming t o reduce food miles,  eg 

farmers’  market s.  

How well these are succeeding  

This can vary.  Many councils now,  whet her under t he cosh of  government  

t arget s or penalt ies,  or for environment al reasons,  are adopt ing st ringent  

recycl ing pol icies in order t o cut  landf i l l .  Therefore an answer about  how 

wel l  a cit y is doing might  refer t o t his,  t oget her wit h increased recycl ing 

amount s in t he face of  new t arget s,  or might  say how poorly it  is doing 

because it  is not  meet ing new t arget s.  In t he case of  London,  publ ic 

t ransport ,  especial ly buses,  is booming.  Similarly publ ic t ransport  

development s in Manchest er or Shef f ield.   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion.  Some general ised examples used 

wit h l i t t le range.  Poorly locat ed areas/ cit y may not  be 

named.  No at t empt  made t o explain success.  Limit ed l ink t o 

reducing eco-foot print s.  Basic use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Response explains some ways of  reducing 

foot print s.  Some range but  lacking det ail  but  some examples 

are named/ specif ic.  Some brief  explanat ion of  how wel l  t he 

cit y is doing but  not  in dept h.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h 

l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured explanat ion.   A range of  at t empt s in det ail ,  wit h 

specif ic named examples l inked t o reducing foot print s.  Well-

locat ed and wit h l inked det ail .  Clear explanat ion of  success.  

Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

6(a) Fal l ing populat ion/ depopulat ion (1),  which 

may be t he result  of  people buying second 

homes/ hol iday homes (1),  ie weekenders.  

Large numbers of  t ourist s who go t here at  

weekends (1),  which may result  in 

problems such as l i t t er,  noise and 

congest ion (1).  

(2 x 1) 

St at ement s t hat  do 

not  relat e t o t he 

changing

populat ion.

2

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

6(b) Decrease in local services,  eg shops,  

schools (1).  

Despit e large weekend visit or numbers 

t here is an insuf f icient  weekday 

populat ion t o sust ain services (1).  

House prices may have risen beyond 

t he pocket s of  locals(1).  

Environment al problems such as l i t t er,  

congest ion.

1 mark for a clearly st at ed issue.  

Rise in services 

unless it  is l inked 

t o a rise in services 

which are of  l i t t le 

use t o locals eg gif t  

shops.

Posit ive impact s.   

1
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

6(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Schemes in rural areas

Many schemes exist  in dif ferent  part s of  t he UK and t he world.  In t he UK 

and EU,  Obj ect ive One aid has led t o t he development  of  several schemes 

t o boost  service provision such as dial-a-bus schemes and mobile services.  

Ot her regenerat ion schemes in rural  areas include business invest ment  

and shared ownership housing schemes.  Overseas,  LEDC init iat ives t o 

build schools,  develop local service around ‘ CampFire’ -st yle proj ect s 

have also had impact s,  as have healt h cl inics.  

How successful have these been  

This can vary.  Some generat e permanent  and add signif icant ly t o t he 

local economy.  Ot hers wit her,  eg t ourist  schemes t hat  bring only seasonal 

visit ors in.  LEDC schemes vary,  some t arget  healt h and have had great  

impact s in reducing child mort al it y,  whilst  ot hers suf fer for lack of  

sust ained invest ment .  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion.  Some general ised examples of  

schemes used,  wit h l i t t le range.  Poorly locat ed (may not  be 

ful ly rural).  Limit ed l ink t o services and not  at t empt  t o 

examine success.  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  

spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure.  Response explains some schemes wit h some 

range of  schemes and some det ails.  Some examples more 

specif ic t han ot hers.  Some brief  explanat ion of  success is 

present .  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured response t hat  explains a range of  schemes in 

det ail ,  wit h specif ic examples.  Well -locat ed and wit h l inked 

det ail .  Some det ailed explanat ion of  how successful  t he 

schemes have been.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

7(a) Provide a const ant  wat er supply for indust ry/ farming t o develop 

(1),  provide hydro-elect ric power for indust r ial isat ion (1),  

provide employment  and income direct ly (1),  elect ricit y/ wat er 

could be used t o improve healt h such as clean drinking 

wat er/ power for hospit als (1).  

1 mark for a correct  answer,  which must  have a l ink t o 

development .   1
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

7(b) Explanat ions could focus on:  

Farmers could have lost  land when t he dam/ reservoir was buil t  

(1),  which reduces t heir abil i t y t o support  t hemselves/ lowers 

income (1).  Some people may have lost  t heir homes (1),  forcing 

t hem t o move elsewhere possibly at  great  cost / loss of  j ob (1).  

The river may have changed/ no longer f loods depriving farmers 

(1) downst ream of  irr igat ion/ fert i le si l t  (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .   

(2 x 1) 2

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

7(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Bottom-up schemes

Examples used must  be local or smal l-scale,  l ikely t o be at  vi l lage or local 

cat chment  scale.  Examples used might  include BBC World 2000 video on 

La Pecha micro-hydro scheme in Peru,  which has not  only provided cheap 

renewable elect ricit y for t he vi l lage,  but  has benef it ed local schools who 

now use elect ricit y in lessons (eg t echnology) and al lows st udent s t o do 

homework.  An ‘ evening economy’  has developed around cof fee shops and 

bars which didn’ t  exist  before.   

How successful it  has been  

Again,  t his can vary.  The general rule is t hat  such schemes t end t o be 

successful  because t hey are local ised and owned by local people.  

However,  somet imes a lack of  t echnical help can scupper proj ect s,  eg if  a 

wat er pump breaks down.  Success is usual ly t he result  of  aggregat ion of  

benef it s,  eg economic or social  benef it s which mult iply.   

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able answer 

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion wit h l imit ed det ail  about  t he 

schemes,  which are  general ised.  Locat ions may not  be 

named.  Det ails non-specif ic wit h no real explanat ion or l ink t o 

success.  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure wit h some det ails of  schemes and some 

explanat ion.  Some range but  variable det ail .  Brief  ment ion of  

success but  not  in dept h.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h 

l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured answer t hat  includes det ails about  t he schemes,  

wit h specif ic examples and explanat ion.  Well -locat ed.  

Det ailed explanat ion of  how successful  t he schemes have 

been.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical  

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  
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Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Rej ect Mark

8(a) TNCs/ MNCs (1) 

Large global/ int ernat ional 

companies/ corporat ions (1).  

The named 

companies on t he 

phot ograph.  

Banks.

1

Quest ion

Number

Correct  Answer Mark

8(b) Highly skil led/ wel l-educat ed/ knowledgeable workforce (1),  

which would at t ract  global invest ment  (1).  At t ract ive locat ion 

because land is available in Docklands (1) and grant s might  have 

been available (1).  London has excel lent  connect ions t o Europe 

(1),  eg 5 int ernat ional airport s/ Eurost ar l inks (1).  The locat ion 

has prest ige and access as it s close t o Europe/ EU (1) and also has 

l inkages t o companies already t here (1).  

1 mark for a basic explanat ion of  a marking point .  

2 marks for a development  of  t he marking point .  

(2 x 1) 2
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

8(c)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Benefits

TNC benef it s general ly include employment ,  t hough in LEDC t hese t end 

t o be at  t he bot t om of  t he wage scale,  wit h highest  wages and 

management  cont rol  remaining in t he host  count ry.  However,  companies 

such as Nike run t heir own schools and doct or surgeries,  wit h welfare 

benef it s said t o be on of fer as wel l  as j ob securit y in count r ies t hat  did 

not  have such j obs before.  Some candidat es wil l  chal lenge t hese point s 

but  a wel l -balanced answer should acknowledge t hat  TNCs can bring 

subst ant ial  benef it s and aid t he development  process.   

Problems  

These are impl ied by t he quest ion.  So point s made wil l  vary wit h t he TNC 

chosen.  The kinds of  charges laid against  TNCs include sweat shop labour 

at  low wages,  for long hours,  and of t en in count ries who pay l i t t le more 

t han l ip service t o working hours direct ives,  i f  at  al l .  Some candidat es 

wil l  chal lenge t hese point s but  a wel l-balanced answer should 

acknowledge t hat  TNCs have caused signif icant  problems and brought  

t hemselves a reput at ion which some have had t o work hard t o repair.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 At t empt ed an explanat ion wit h l imit ed det ail  about  t he 

TNC(s).  General ised descript ions of  invest ment  in unnamed 

locat ions.  No balance of  benef it s and problems.  No at t empt  

t o say ‘ how far’ .  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  

spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure in a response wit h some det ails of  t he TNC 

invest ment .  Does address problems and benef it s but  

unbalanced in t erms of  benef it s and problems.  There are 

some explanat ions and a brief  at t empt  t o address ‘ how far’ .  

Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 St ruct ured and det ailed answer t hat  includes a range of  

benef it s and problems,  wit h examples and good explanat ion.  

Well-locat ed and specif ic.  Broadly balanced and j udges ‘ how 

far’ .  Wel l  communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  
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Answer ALL the questions.

SECTION A – INTRODUCING ANTARCTICA

1 Use Section A in the Resource Booklet to answer this question. You will also need to 
refer to other resources for particular questions as instructed.

 (a) (i) Give three reasons why Captain Scott, an early explorer, thought Antarctica 
was ‘an awful place’.

(3)

1 .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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  (ii) Suggest two ways in which the environment makes Antarctica a ‘very 
special place’ for tourists to visit.
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  (iii) Describe two ways in which the wildlife makes Antarctica a ‘very special 
place for’ tourists to visit.

 (2)
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 (b) Look at page 17 of the Resource Booklet which gives details of the Antarctic Treaty 
System (ATS).

  (i) Explain two benefits of the ATS.
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  (ii) Choose two of the statements about the ATS shown in Table 4.  

   Using your own words say how each statement suggests that not everyone 
supports the ATS.

(2)

   Statement number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 1 = 15 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 15 MARKS
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SECTION B – THREATS TO ANTARCTICA’S ENVIRONMENT

2 Use Section B in the Resource Booklet to answer this question.

 (a) (i) Complete the table below to summarise the threats to Antarctica.

   Use the key to insert the correct answer.
(3)

Threats Extent 

of threat

Present 

problem

Future 

problem

Success in 

management of 

threat at present

Degree of 

damage at present 

on Antarctic

Fishing in 

southern 

oceans

R ** **

Global 

warming

G ***

Mining L * None

Ozone 

hole

G ** **

Research 

stations

X * **

Tourism L X * *

Key to use Insert 

G (Global)

R (Regional)

L (Local)

 for present 

and/or future

X no problem

changes as in H

* managing well

** quite hard to 

manage

*** very hard to 

manage

None

* minor

** major

*** very severe

  (ii) State two pieces of evidence from the resources which show that global 
warming is having an impact on Antarctica.
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  (iii) State the type of emissions which caused the ozone hole to form.
(1)
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Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 125

  (iv) Suggest one reason why people are concerned about the ozone hole above 
Antarctica.

(2)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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  (v) Suggest one reason why the ozone hole is proving a difficult problem to solve.
(2)
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 (b) (i) Many people think tourism is becoming unsustainable in the Antarctic 
Peninsula. 

   Use evidence from the resources to explain why people think this.
(4)
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  (ii) Suggest two ways that research stations could be managed sustainably to 
prevent them having an impact on Antarctica’s environment.

 (4)
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(Total for Question 2 = 18 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 18 MARKS
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SECTION C – MAKING DECISIONS

3 Use all the resources in the booklet but with particular reference to those in Section C.

 The issue

 You should consider the following three options for Antarctica’s future:

Option 1 Make Antarctica a World Park managed by UN.  No further 

development should be allowed.  Antarctica should be conserved 

as a wilderness area.

Option 2 Allow small scale sustainable development only on the Antarctica 

peninsula.  Examples include ecotourism, new designs for research 

stations, sustainable shellfi sh industry.

Option 3 Permit some large scale development of resources for fi shing, tourism 

and mining throughout Antarctica provided the developments are 

sustainably managed.

 *(a)   (i) Choose the option you think is best for Antarctica.

   My chosen option number is . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

   Explain why you chose this option as best for Antarctica.
(8)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   
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The future development of Antarctica is a battle between conservationists and 
those who want to exploit the resources. 



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2008128

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 (ii) Give three possible disadvantages of your chosen option.
(3)

1   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 129

 *(b) Choose the option which you think would be the worst option and justify your 
choice.

(6)

  Option number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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(Total for Question 3 = 17 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION C = 17 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS
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Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 3F: Making Geographical Decisions 

(e) = extension of marking point/ extended point 

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(i) Any 3 of  t he fol lowing  

Ext remely cold t emperat ures 

Det ail  f rom graph of  ext reme cl imat e 

Ext remely high winds 

Frequent  whit e out s/ bl izzards/ snow 

Complet e isolat ion,  lack of  set t lement s/ people 

Wind chil l  making it  very cold 

Fear of  f rost  bit e 

Poor equipment  in hist oric t imes.  

(3 x 1) 3

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(ii) Environment 

Any of  t he fol lowing ideas – 1 for basic,  2 for ext ended point  

same wording as unit  1 

Beaut iful  coast  scenery (1)/ ice shelves/ ice bergs (e) 

Awesome views (1),  st eep mount ain slopes/ det ails/ chaf fs (e) 

Glaciat ed scenery (1),  ice sheet s/ glaciers (e) 

Volcanic t hermal (1) pools surrounded by ice (e) 

Opport unit ies for ext reme (X) sport s (1) wit h example,  for 

example of  a locat ion count  as ext ension 

Int erest ing hist oric set t lement s (1) f rom early explorers (e).  4

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(iii) Wildlife

Any of  t he fol lowing ideas – 1 for basic,  2 for ext ended point  

same wording as unit  1 

Opport unit y t o see penguins (1) breeding/ t ypes (e) 

Chance t o wat ch seals (1) breeding/ t ypes/ locat ion (e) 

Ment ion of  ot her birds (100,000) t ypes (e) 

Ment ion of  marine l i fe whales (1),  dolphins (e) 

Idea t hat  you can get  very close t o t hem (1) (phot ography,  no 

set t lement ) (e).  2
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(b)(i) Benefits

Any t wo of  t he fol lowing (1 for basic st at ement ,  2 for ext ended) 

Maint ains t he idea of  peaceful int ernat ional  co-operat ion (1),  

no nuclear/ mil i t ary al lowed (e) 

Has resolved conf l ict s bet ween nat ions (1) eg Russia and US 

(cold war) or UK and Argent ina work t oget her,  or no 

t errot orial  claims recognised (e) 

Has promot ed science (1) up t o 2 marks (e) for t ypes of  

science

Limit ed environment al damage (1) up t o 2 marks (e) for ways 

t his has been done eg no mineral exploit at ion and ecosyst ems 

conserved.

(2 x 2)  4

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(b)(ii) Accept  any of  t he fol lowing but  not  as a l i f t  of f  

(6)  Only rich nat ions do science,  LEDCs excluded 

(7)  The research bases,  eg new Indian one are not  real ly for 

science – j ust  t o st ake out  claims 

(9)  Only t he small  issues have been resolved 

(10)  ATS inef fect ive:  needs a World Park t o improve 

conservat ion

(11)  Decisions are so slow because democrat ic and al l  have 

t o agree 

(13)  Al low if  separat e t o (6),  LEDCs gain no benef it s f rom 

Ant arct ica (only 50/ 190 count ries have signed).  2

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(i) Global warming - *** 

Mining – future problem only so accept  only X (present ) 

(fut ure)

Research st at ions ext ent  of  t hreat  – local

(3 x 1)  3

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(ii) Any t wo of  fol lowing – precise evidence for 1 

Increased ºC must  say,  eg 3 ºC or in Ant arct ica peninsula 

Melt ing ice sheet s – must  say West  Ant arct ica or ot her 

locat ions

Melt ing ice shelf ,  eg Larsen for 1,  or appearance of  moving 

new icebergs  

Reject  sea level r ise,  not  real ly an Ant arct ic issue.  

(2 x 1) 2
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(iii) CFCs or halons  1

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(iv) Basic point  •  damage t o plant s (1)/ people (1) 

Extended answer •  impact  of  UV(B) rays reaching eart h leading 

t o skin cancer et c/ risk t o human healt h (2).   

Decreases product ivit y of  ecosyst ems (eg phyt oplankt on) (2).  

Use of  map t o report  a 95% deplet ion over Cent ral  Ant arct ica 

which is very severe (2).  2

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(v) 1 for basic point ,  2 for ext ended point  up t o maximum 2 

It  is a global  problem (1).   Negot iat ions needed bet ween many 

count ries t o sign Mont real Prot ocol banning CFC emissions (e).  

Many Newly Indust rial ised Count ries (China and India) st i l l  

emit t ing (1) problems of  replacement  cost  of  old st yle f r idges 

(e).

CFCs are being i l legal ly produced (1) and t raded (e).  

CFCs very st able (1) t ake 50 years for t hem t o disappear so 

ozone hole unl ikely t o disppear if  CFC product ion st opped 

complet ely (e).   2

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(b)(i) Basic point  (1),  ext ension (2),  maximum 3 for general answer 

reserve,  maximum 4 for ment ion of  Ant arct ic Peninsula specif ic 

informat ion/ evidence.  

Issues of  pot ent ial  damage (1) wit h det ails of  penguin st ress 

et c (e).  

Issues of  great est  accessibil i t y (1) wit h det ails of  

dist ance/ port s (e).  

Issues of  congest ion of  cruise ships/ zodiacs (1),  det ails of  

locat ion (e).  

Tourist  numbers rising very rapidly (1) 14% 2006-2007 (e).  

Very congest ed sit es (1) eg numbers/ locat ions (e).  

Unsust ainable at  present  (1) not  looking af t er Ant arct ic for 

fut ure generat ions (e).  

Issues of  t ourist  ship col l ision (1)  pol lut ion (e) or 

concent rat ed in summer 3 mont hs (e):  evidence f rom Rot hera 

graph. 4
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(b)(ii) 1 for basic idea,  2 for ext ension 2 x 2 

Recycl ing wast e (1) compost ing or ext ended idea,  eg making 

paper briquet t es (e).  

Using renewable energy (1),  det ails of  t ype,  eg wind t urbine 

(e).

Recycl ing wat er (1),  use of  grey wat er (e).  

Cleaning up t oxic wast e (1) and shipping it  back t o mainland 

(e).

Carrying out  an Environment al Impact  Assessment  (1) and 

assessing t he l ikely damage of  al l  act ivit ies before doing t hem 

(e).

Taking care wit h suppl ies(1) using biodegradable plast ic et c 

(e) or less damaging fuels so leaks are less problemat ic (e).  

(2 x 2) 4
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

3(a)(i)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Option 1 is a l ikely choice.   Candidat e may include det ails f rom t he 

World Park resource on prohibit ed act ivit ies and monit oring.  Reasons for 

choice wil l  be l inked t o t he import ance of  conserving t he unique 

environment  of  Ant arct ica in it s prist ine st at e (det ails of  wildl i fe and 

feat ures).  Problems of  environment al impact s of  development s,  eg 

t ourism,  research st at ion at  present  support  t he argument s for 

conservat ion.

Option 2 is again a l ikely choice – candidat es may show underst anding of  

sust ainable development  and recognise t hat  i t  would l imit  damage t o t he 

prist ine environment  for example giving examples of  ecot ourism,  or new 

st yle research st at ions such as Hal leys which are sust ainable in design and 

management .

Option 3 is a choice for t hose who see development  as import ant  for t he 

growing populat ion of  t he world,  eg oil ,  copper and need for TNCs t o get  

new resources.  The development s wil l  be sust ainably managed.  They wil l  

cit e import ance of  exploit ing minerals or need for f ish resources for 

Japan and advant ages of  more t ourism also wit h Ant arct ica being so large 

would development s spread across cont inent  have an impact .  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Lacks st ruct ure,  of t en a series of  random point s,  not  wel l  

evidence.  Does of fer one or t wo reasons but  shows l imit ed 

underst anding of  t he Ant arct ica cont ext .  Basic use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure wit h use of  evidence and t erminology.  Several 

reasons included – most ly relevant  t o cont ext .  Occasional ly 

reasons are lacking in det ailed support .  Shows some 

underst anding of  t he Ant arct ica development  issue.  Clearly 

communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 Well  st ruct ured wit h sound use of  evidence and t erminology.  

Includes a range of  reasons for choice al l  appropriat e.  Good 

underst anding of  conservat ion exploit at ion cont roversy and 

role of  sust ainable development .  Well  communicat ed wit h 

good use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

3(a)(ii) Note: disadvant ages must  be marked in t andem wit h reasons for 

choice.

Option 1 

Disadvantages might  include:  

t he fact  t hat  no furt her development  could prevent  useful  

proj ect s (1) such as more research st at ions(e) 

deny t ourist  opport unit ies (1) pleasure periphery/ global 

t ourism (e) makes Ant arct ica a must  

it  would deny people access t o vit al  resources (1) which 

Ant arct ica has such as minerals (e) 

pol icing t he park may be ext remely expensive (1) and 

dif f icul t  because of  i t s remot eness/ huge size (e).  

Option 2 

Disadvantages include t he  

locat ion in t he Ant arct ic peninsula which by being so 

accessible (1) is t he easiest  point  for t ourist s t o get  t o (1) 

t hreat  (1) f rom research st at ions (eg Fildes) as t hey are 

mainly based in a small  area (e) 

congest ion at  t ourist s sit es (1) such as Decept ion Island 

(penguin issues) (e) 

t here is no indigenous populat ion (1) socio-economic benef it s 

of  sust ainable development  wil l  not  be real ised (e) 

Option 3 

Disadvantages.  There wil l  st i l l  be:  

environment al impact s (1) and pol lut ion of  prist ine 

environment  (e) 

dest ruct ion of  ecosyst ems (1) (f isheries issues) (e) 

pot ent ial  t errit orial  disput es (1) over mineral r ight s (e).  

knowledge of  sust ainable development  (1) and how dif f icul t  

i t  is t o manage (e).  

(3 x 1) 3
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

3(b)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Option 1 t he key t o Ant arct ica is sust ainable development .  No furt her 

development  might  prevent  useful  science proj ect s or deprive al l  except  

r ich people t he chance t o visit .  Tot al  prot ect ion may not  be best  way 

forward.  Very dif f icul t  t o get  agreement  on and pol ice.  

Option 2 Ant arct ica peninsula al l  ready comparat ively developed.  Does it  

need more? Sust ainable schemes again are dif f icul t  t o monit or and also 

small  st art  ups may develop int o larger unit s.  Wil l  not  necessari ly prot ect  

Ant arct ic Peninsula suf f icient ly.  

Option 3 clearly maj or environment al impact s because of  t he nat ure of  

large scale development s in mining,  f ishing,  t ourism even if  sust ainably 

managed.  Inevit able dest ruct ion of  ecosyst ems (especial ly marine),  

pot ent ial  t errit orial  disput es over mineral r ight s.  End of  t he wilderness 

idea as spread across cont inent  leading t o yet  more pressures,  eg of  

shipping.  

Note: must  be read in conj unct ion wit h (a).  Wil l  be l inked t o choice of  

opt ion here.  No marks if  a repeat  of  choice in (a).  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Lacks st ruct ure one or t wo basic,  general ised point s.   

Sporadic use of  evidence.   Only basic t erminology,  some of  

t he ideas are inappropriat e or cont ext  misunderst ood.  Basic 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure,  uses some t erminology and evidence t o 

support  some val id reasons for non select ion.  Clearly 

communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 Well  st ruct ured,  sound use of  t erminology and evidence.   

Just if ies rej ect ion wit h a range of  appropriat e reasons why it  

was not  select ed.   Wel l  j ust if ied.  Well  communicat ed wit h 

good use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.
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Answer ALL the questions.

SECTION A  INTRODUCING ANTARCTICA  THE BACKGROUND TO THE ISSUE

1 Use Section A in the Resource Booklet to answer this question.  You will also need to 
refer to other resources for particular questions as instructed.

 (a) (i) Give three features of the climate of Antarctica which make it difficult for 
those who have to live and work there.

(3)

1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  (ii) Explain why many tourists and scientists visiting Antarctica regard it as ‘a very 
special place’.

(6)

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b) For this question refer to the resource on the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) on 
page 16.  

  Explain why this treaty was needed to govern Antarctica and to safeguard its 
future.

(6)
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(Total for Question 1 = 15 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 15 MARKS
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SECTION B  THREATS TO ANTARCTICA’S ENVIRONMENT

2 Use Section B in the Resource Booklet to answer this question.

 (a) (i) For either global warming or ozone depletion complete the table below 
using the key provided.

(3)

Threats Extent of 
threat

Timespan Success in 
management of 
threat

Degree of 
damage at 
present

Present Future

Sealing, 
whaling, fishing 
in Southern 
Oceans

R * * *

Global 
warming

G

Oil and mineral 
extraction

L X * none

Ozone 
depletion

G

Research station  
and science 
projects

L X * **

Tourism L X * *

Key to use Insert 

G (Global)

R (Regional)

L (Local)

for a 

problem 

X no problem

 a problem

X no problem

* good success in 

solution

** proving hard to 

solve

** very complex to 

solve

None 

* minor

** major

*** very 

severe
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     * (ii) For your chosen option justify your decisions for timespan, success in 
management of threat and degree of damage at present.

(6)

   Chosen option: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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 (b) Sustainable strategies are needed to manage Antarctica. 

  Using examples explain why sustainable strategies are needed for each of the 
following:

  (i) Research stations 
(4)
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TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 17 MARKS
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SECTION C  MAKING DECISIONS

3 Use all the resources in the booklet but with particular reference to those in Section C.

 The issue

 You should consider the following four options for the future of Antarctica:

Option 1 Maintain the current situation, as the Antarctic Treaty is working and 
protecting Antarctica well.

Option 2 Make Antarctica a World Park managed by the UN to strengthen 
conservation and avoid threats for example from mining and land-
based tourism development.

Option 3 Allow limited small scale sustainable developments, for example new 
research stations or ecotourism, but only in the Antarctic peninsula.

Option 4 Permit development of resources throughout Antarctica provided the 
developments are sustainably managed.

 Tasks

    * (a) Choose one option which you think would be best for Antarctica.

  Option number . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

  Justify your choice of this option as best for Antarctica. You should briefly mention 
any possible disadvantages in your justification.

(10)
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There are different and conflicting views about the future development of 
Antarctica.  The advantages of exploiting the resources have to be weighed up 
against the environmental impacts, pollution threats and dangers of international 
disputes.  Many see the conservation of the world’s last great wilderness as 
absolutely vital and non-negotiable.
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    * (b) Explain the reasons why you rejected the other three options. 
(8)
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(Total for Question 3 = 18 marks)
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TOTAL FOR PAPER = 50 MARKS



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2008150

BLANK PAGE



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 151

Sample Mark Scheme 

Unit 3H: Making Geographical Decisions 

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

1(a)(i) Any 3 of  t he fol lowing  

Ext remely cold t emperat ures 

Det ail  f rom t he graph of  ext reme cl imat e 

Ext remely high winds 

Frequent  whit e out s/ bl izzards/ snow.  

(3 x 1) 3

Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

1(a)(ii) Expect  det ails of  t he Polar environment  coast  and inland wit h names of  

feat ures - l ike no ot her place on eart h.  May get  det ails of  unusual 

at mospheric phenonmena wit h clear air.  Prist ine,  unt ouched nat ure.  

Expect  det ails of  being able t o get  near a range of  wildl i fe f rom whales,  

dolphins,  penguins and seals t o rare l ichens and moss mat s.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Uses one or t wo pieces of  evidence but  fai ls t o build up a case 

for ‘ specialness’ .  May be focussed on a narrow range of  ideas,  

eg j ust  wildl i fe.   

Level 2 3-4 Uses some evidence and t erminology t o j ust if y t he specialness 

across a sat isfact ory range of  ideas.  Tends t o be a t horough 

descript ion.   

Level 3 5-6 Uses evidence and t erminology t o bring ‘ specialness’  t o l i fe 

across a range of  environment  and wildl i fe.  Awe and wonder 

wel l  support ed,  may look at  scient ist  and t ourist  perspect ive.  
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

1(b) Two maj or st rands  

(1) prist ine nat ure of  t he wilderness environment  det ermined t o keep it  

f ree f rom damaging development s.  As it  was discovered t here were many 

compet ing t errit orial  claims and inappropriat e development s.  As t he 

environment  was so unique it  needed prot ect ing by Environment al 

Prot ocol et c.   

(2) Need a cont inent  of  peace and science whereby nat ions col laborat ed 

t o real ly f ind out  about  t he environment  rat her t han f ight ing over 

resources,  sharing in t he governance and regulat ion.  To ensure f indings 

f rom unique science laborat ory (det ails et c).  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Uses resources t o l i f t  of f  informat ion on ATS and idea of  

cont inent s of  peace/ science.  Superf icial  underst anding of  

reasons.   

Level 2 3-4 Uses some range of  evidence t o describe,  wit h more l imit ed 

explanat ion why Ant arct ica was governed by ATS and 

int ernat ional ly.   

Level 3 5-6 Uses a range of  evidence and t erminology t o explain why t he 

uniqueness and import ance of  Ant arct ica needed t he syst em 

of  government  such as ATS and Environment al  Prot ocol.  The 

t op end answers may put  t his in hist orical  cont ext .  

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(a)(i) For global warming expect  

 present   fut ure (1) 

xxx complexit y accept  xx (1) 

xxx impact  accept  xx (1) 

Rej ect  X for last  2 

For ozone deplet ion expect  

present  fut ure (1) 

xx dif f icul t  t o solve (1) accept  xxx 

xxx severe impact  (1) accept  xx 

Rej ect  X for last  2 

Mark t he t able again af t er t he j ust if icat ion has been read.    

(3 x 1) 3
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

2 (a)(ii) 

QWC

i-ii-iii

Global warming clearly a world wide problem af fect ing t he whole planet  

t o a lesser or great er degree direct ly and indirect ly.  Very much a present

problem – some may quot e t he hockey st ick curve and t he accelerat ion of  

r ising ° C since 1970s and must  include future (issues of  t ipping point  

et c). Past  would be harder t o j ust if y as global  warming not  cl imat e 

change.  Complexit y of  solut ions,  expect  det ails of  dif f icul t y of  achieving 

mit igat ion via Kyot o,  Bal i et c as many nat ions self  int erest s involved 

(reward det ails).  Det ails of  damage expect  worldwide,  direct  and indirect  

impact s.

Ozone deplet ion – clearly is global.  Informed candidat es may know of  

Arct ic holes,  i t  is global ly caused t oo.  Present  as discovered as lat e as 

1985,  and also future as while hole is f i l l ing in t here are issues of  t rading 

in i l legal  CFCs and also 50 year ‘ l i fe’  of  CFCs even if  no more are 

emit t ed.  Mont real Prot ocol was an Int ernat ional ly negot iat ed t reat y.  NICs 

such as India and China in height  of  development  found it  hard t o meet  

cost s of  replacement  t echnology so not  easy t o negot iat e.   

The concerns over damage t o human healt h and ecosyst ems would 

cert ainly place it  in at  least  xx maybe xxx al t hough by 2070 it  may be 

yest erday’ s problem.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 One or t wo basic at t empt s at  j ust if icat ion of  t able decisions.  

Likely t o lack det ails beyond l i f t  of f  and may show some 

incorrect  misunderst anding of  chosen issue.  Basic use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Makes an at t empt  t o correct ly j ust if y some of  t he decisions 

made in t he t able but  of t en t he support ing reasoning lacks 

some det ail / t erminology.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h 

l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion 

and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 Has a very sound underst anding of  chosen issue and is able t o 

support  t able decisions wit h a sound knowledge of  t he issues 

across t he range of  t he t able.  Well  communicat ed wit h good 

use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and 

grammar.

 Not e:  could get  maximum, even if  no at t empt  at  t able 

depending on wording.  

Could do one aspect  very wel l ,  rat her t han specif ical ly 

ment ioning ot her bit s.  This would get  maximum 4 marks.  
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Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(b)(i) Research stations need t o:  

Guard precious environment  for fut ure generat ions.   

May be exemplified by past  damaging act ions at  bases (t oxic 

wast e,  f rozen rubbish et c).   

Action – expect  one st rat egy such as recycl ing or running on 

renewables.

For each award marks as fol lows,  up t o maximum of  4.  

1 for l ink/ underst anding of  sust ainabil i t y 

2 for examples as t o what  problems are 

1 for a named example of  a sust ainable st rat egy 

(4 x 1) 4

Quest ion

Number

Answer Mark

2(b)(ii) Tourism need t o:  

Guard precious,  prist ine environment  for fut ure generat ions.   

May be exemplified by pot ent ial  damaging act ions of  

t ourist s,  eg penguin st ress.  Pressures of  r ising numbers of  

t ourist s,  especial ly in congest ed areas (space) and t ime 

window each year.   

Action - expect  permit s or zoning st rat egy,  as wel l  as 

educat ion.

For each award marks as fol lows,  up t o maximum of  4.  

1 for l ink/ underst anding of  sust ainabil i t y 

2 for examples as t o what  problems are 

1 for a named example of  a sust ainable st rat egy 

(4 x 1) 4
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

3(a)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Option 1 is a possible choice,  as t he Ant arct ica t reat y is working wel l  in 

many ways,  for example encouraging scient if ic cooperat ion and banning 

any land-based mineral exploit at ion unt i l  2048.  Use of  Environment al 

Prot ocol,  conservat ion of  seals,  st at us quo a l i t t le complacent  as some 

failures.  Tourism only volunt ary.  Issue of  iceberg/ oil  spil ls.  Lowest  

common denominat or in t erms of  rat e of  progress in maint aining prist ine 

environment .

Option 2 is a l ikely choice.  The Greenpeace plan wil l  st rengt hen wildl i f e 

conservat ion as whales/ seals t ot al ly prot ect ed,  also prevent  t hreat s of  

cont inent al  shelf  oi l  explorat ion.  Improved monit oring of  some of  t he 

maj or issues such as wast e disposal at  research bases,  f ish and 

inappropriat e t ourism.  

Option 3 is a possible choice in t hat  t here is a recognit ion of  demand for 

resources.  Accessible AP is already a hot spot  for t ourism and research 

st at ions,  and has considerable minerals,  eg copper.  Development s would 

be sust ainable eg t ourism zoning,  but  issue is by concent rat ing act ivit y on 

Fildes peninsula already on SPA – already t oo developed.  Under t hreat  

f rom GN.  

Option 4 would be a less l ikely choice but  i t  would spread development  

t hroughout  Ant arct ica.  Possible argument s need t o develop minerals,  

growing world resources but  al lowing claims could lead t o disput es.  Issues 

over sust ainable development  as dif f icul t  t o pol ice could spread pol lut ion 

over a wider area especial ly i f  development s such as a large t ourist  resort  

t ook place.  Many of  t he resources such as ecosyst ems are already under 

t hreat .

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Poorly st ruct ured answer which raises one or t wo poorly 

evidenced point s in support  of  an opt ion.  Some 

misunderst anding and misint erpret at ion in argument s.  

Unl ikely t o see for and against .  Basic use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  Simple st yle 

lacking in clarit y.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure in an answer which describes a range of  

part ial ly evidenced point s most  of  which are 

appropriat e/ relevant  t o chosen opt ion.  Many underst and 

disadvant ages.  Clearly communicat ed,  but  wit h l imit ed use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 A wel l  st ruct ured,  wel l  reasoned st at ement ,  support ed by 

det ailed evidence which ef fect ively j ust if ies choice yet  at  t he 

same t ime recognises some disadvant ages shown.  Some 

evaluat ion.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  geographical 

t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.

 Not e:  maximum 7 if  no considerat ion of  weakness of  chosen 

scheme.
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Quest ion

Number

Indicat ive cont ent  

3(b)

QWC

i-ii-iii

Much depends on which opt ion st udent  select ed in (a).  The rej ect ions 

must  not  include t his choice.  

Option 1 may be rej ect ed,  because it  present s an over opt imist ic pict ure 

of  what  is act ual ly going on.  Current ly insuf f icient  st rong sharing on 

conservat ion for increasing pressures.  In support  t he st at us quo is working 

wel l .

Option 2 may be rej ect ed as t oo rest rict ive on any form of  development ,  

as t here is over emphasis on prot ect ion at  expense of  conservat ion.  Good 

point s are t hat  al l  fear on inappropriat e development s have gone.  

Option 3 may be rej ect ed as it  is inef fect ively al lowing development ,  

albeit  sust ainable,  in t he very crowded most  accessible area which is 

under some pressure already.  

Option 4 may be rej ect ed as even wit h t he sust ainable proviso t he large 

scale development s may be t oo explorat ive,  lead t o signif icant  

environment al damage and lead t o t errit ory disput es.  On t he ot her hand 

t hey may add t o useful  resources for t he world.  

Level Mark Descript or

Level 0 0 No accept able response.  

Level 1 1-2 Poorly st ruct ured response which does give one or t wo poorly 

support ed reasons for rej ect ion but  al l  in general t erms wit h 

poor use of  evidence.  Unl ikely t o l ist  any good point s as st yle 

is simple,  lacking in coherence.  Frequent  errors in writ ing 

st yle.  Basic use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 2 3-4 Some st ruct ure in an answer which gives a range of  reasons 

for rej ect ion,  support ed by some evidence.  Usual ly clear 

writ ing st yle appropriat e t o subj ect .  Clearly communicat ed,  

but  wit h l imit ed use of  geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  

punct uat ion and grammar.  

Level 3 5-6 Well  st ruct ured,  wel l  argued and reasoned j ust if icat ion of  

rej ect ion.  Beginning t o be evaluat ive.  Clear underst anding of  

spect rum of  opt ions.  Well  communicat ed wit h good use of  

geographical t erminology,  spel l ing,  punct uat ion and grammar.

 Not e:  maximum 4 for one,  maximum 7 for t wo only.  



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 157

     Turn over

Edexcel GCSE

Paper Reference

Geography B
Unit 3: Making Geographical Decisions 

The Future of Antarctica                  Paper 3F and 3H

5GB3F/01
5GB3H/01

Sample Assessment Material

Resource Booklet

*N35795A*N35795A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

3/3

Do not return the Resource Booklet with the question paper

Instructions to Candidates

Use this Resource Booklet to prepare for the examination for Unit 3: Making 
Geographical Decisions. You will be asked to use the resources in the examination.

Your teacher will go through the Resource Booklet, over a period of 10 hours, 
in the lessons leading up to the examination.

The Resource Booklet must be handed in to your teacher at the end of each 
lesson. You must not write on the booklet. No notes are to be taken into the exam.

This Resource Booklet will be given back to you when you take the examination.

Contents of the Resource Booklet

Section A – Introducing Antarctica
 • Fact fi le • Antarctica’s Environment   
  (pages 2 to 7)
Section B – Threats to Antarctica’s Environment
 • Global threats • Regional threats • Local threats  
  (pages 8 to 15)
Section C – Making Decisions
 • The Antarctic Treatment System • The Future of Antarctica  
  (pages 16 to 19)

Edexcel would like to thank the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) for making data 
maps and images available and for reviewing and checking this resource booklet.
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Suggested Activities

General

You should:
 begin by reading through all of the materials to have a good idea what each resource 

is about
 list all geographical terms used and make sure you understand their meaning.

Section A
 Learn the key facts about Antarctica. 
 Use the reference maps to find out about the size of Antarctica and its remote 

position. See where the locations of all the research stations are (including the UK 
station at Rothera) and where the top tourist sites on the Antarctica Peninsula are.  When you are studying the resources, make links with the topics you have studied. 
Think about what makes the natural environment of Antarctica so hostile and yet so 
special, and why it needs a unique way of being governed (see ATS resources on page 
16).

Section B

 Work your way through all the resources on threats to Antarctica. Think about their 
relative importance, and whether they lead to present or future pressures.

 Think about how the threats can cause damage to the unique Antarctic environment 
and how difficult the threats are to manage.

 You should consider the role that sustainable development can play in managing 
these threats.

Section C

Think about:
 how successfully Antarctica is managed at present using the Antarctic Treaty System 

(ATS)
 whether Antarctica should be a protected continent with no further development
 whether there should be development, if so what kind and where should it be 

allowed 
 what increased exploitation might do to the continent.

Background research

 Carry out some background research using the following websites:
 – www.discoveringantarctica.org.uk is a website especially designed for schools 

with a wide range of useful resources about Antarctica. 
 – www.antarctica.ac.uk is the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) website. You can 

download all sorts of useful information. There are some excellent image resources 
which show you what Antarctica looks like and the animals that live there.

 – http://earth.google.com/ for satellite images of Antarctica.
 – http://lima.usgs.gov/ is the Landsat Image Mosaic of Antarctic website, 

containing many satellite images of Antarctica.
 – www.iaato.org has details about tourist activities in Antarctica, and how tourism 

is managed in the region.
 – www.wwf.org.uk has a very useful fact sheet on Antarctica.
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SECTION A − INTRODUCING ANTARCTICA

1. Fact File

 Antarctica is a continent and covers an area of 14 million km², nearly 60 times the 
size of the UK. 

 The inland ice sheet which covers over 99% of Antarctica contains 90% of the 
world’s total ice and over 70% of the world’s fresh water.

 The peaks of the Transantarctic mountains rise above the ice sheet, which is over 
4km deep in places. The highest point is Mount Vinson at 4897m above sea level.

 Antarctica is classified as a polar desert. Snow falls and builds up gradually and 
compacts into ice which flows from the ice sheet towards the coast as huge 
glaciers. In many places these extend out to sea as massive floating ice shelves.

 Antarctica contains no indigenous (native) peoples. Whilst only around 1000 
scientists and support staff work there in winter, in summer the number rises to 
over 10,000. To these can be added nearly 40,000 tourists who visit during the 
summer, nearly all on cruise ships.

 All activities are regulated by the Antarctic Treaty System (1961) and its associated 
agreements, which designate Antarctica as a natural reserve devoted to peace 
and science.
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(Source: LIMA/NASA/BAS) 

Figure 2 − A map of the continent of Antarctica 
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2.  Antarctica’s Environment

a. The extreme climate

Rothera Research 

Station

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Mean temperature 

(°C)

0.8 0.4 −2.2 −4.0 −4.9 −11.7 −10.9 −9.9 −6.5 −3.2 −1.0 −1.2

Mean wind speed 

(km/hr)

16.7 22.2 25.9 22.2 20.4 14.8 22.2 27.8 20.4 29.7 18.5 22.2

(Source: www.discoveringantarctica.org.uk) 

Table 1 − The climate at Rothera Station (UK), Adelaide Island, Antarctic Peninsula

In terms of climate Antarctica is a continent of extremes. It is the coldest, windiest, 
driest and highest of all the continents. In the words of the famous British polar explorer 
Captain Scott ‘Great God, this is an awful place’. It is the coldest place on Earth with 
extreme temperatures, especially in the interior. The world’s record lowest temperature 
of –89.6°C was recorded at the Russian Vostok station. Even on the coast in the Summer 
temperatures are rarely above freezing point.

It is one of the windiest places on Earth. Strong winds of up to 300 km per hour can 
blow down the valleys from the interior to the coast causing ‘white outs’ or blizzards 
which can last for weeks. 

It is one of the driest places on Earth. Snowfalls are equivalent to only 150 mm of rain 
per year at South Pole.

There is huge concern that climate change could result in significant melting of the 
Antarctic ice sheet. This may disrupt the Earth in a major way, leading to a rise in global 
sea levels. If the West Antarctic Ice Sheet were to melt, it would raise global sea levels 
by 5 m.
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b. Wildlife

Antarctica is the world’s largest wildlife sanctuary. The continent and the surrounding 
ocean are home to millions of birds and seals. Only a few of these, such as Emperor 
penguins and Weddell seals, can survive in Antarctica’s harsh environment throughout 
the year. Whilst the whole continent is protected by the ATS, there are some areas 
which are designated as Antarctic Specially Protected Areas. These areas contain highly 
endangered plant and animal life.

There are three major ecosystems – marine, land based and fresh water. The land-based 
ecosystem consists almost entirely of lichens, mosses and small insects, as a result of 
isolation, lack of continuous ice-free sites and extreme climate. There are no trees or 
land mammals in Antarctica, and only two species of plants. The mosses and lichens are 
slow growing, extremely fragile and can be easily destroyed by seals hauling themselves 
across them.

(Source: BAS)

Figure 3 − Tourists from a cruise ship visit a penguin colony.
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(Source: BAS) 

Figure 4 − A variety of different wildlife found in Antarctica and South Georgia

Fur seal pup

Minkie Whale

Chinstrap penguins

King penguin

Giant petrel

Emperor penguins

Elephant Seal Weddell Seal

Wandering albatross

Gentoo penguin Macaroni penguin

Moss bank

Antarctica’s Wildlife 
and Scenery

Antarctica is a scenic paradise.

• For bird watchers there are 11 
different species of penguin 
living in colonies.

• You can also see the albatross. 
These huge birds fly huge 
distances around the southern 
oceans looking for food.

• You can see moss banks which 
are thousands of years old.

• There are six species of seal. 
Fur seals used to be hunted 
for their fur pelts. Numbers are 
increasing rapidly as they are 
now protected.

• Large areas of the Southern 
Ocean have been designated 
as a whale sanctuary. Since 
1986 the International Whaling 
Commission has banned all 
commercial whaling, but Japan 
still hunts whales for scientific 
purposes.

• The wildlife live in a 
spectacular and beautiful 
polar environment of icebergs, 
glaciers and mountains.
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SECTION B  THREATS TO ANTARCTICA’S ENVIRONMENT

This section explores how pressures from human activities are posing threats (both 
present and future) to Antarctica’s environment at a variety of scales. Technology is 
making it easier to exploit the harsh and hostile environment. The pressures frequently 
conflict with each other, but also with the conservation of Antarctica as the world’s last 
great wilderness.

1. Global Threats

a. Climate Change

b. Ozone depletion

Figure 5 shows the ozone hole over Antarctica on 13th September 2007. The hole was 
approximately the size of North America.

The Antarctic Peninsula is one of the areas most affected by rising temperatures (up 
3 °C since 1950). Most scientists now believe this is due to global warming, as a result 
of human actions leading to the emission of greenhouse gases (CO

2 
, methane). The 

increase in temperature has caused the melting of many glaciers and the collapse of 
several ice shelves (e.g. Larsen) in 2002 in the region. Locally these changes have had 
considerable impact on ecosystems, for example exposing new areas of land.

Scientists are still uncertain as to the likely impact of global warming on the Antarctic ice 
sheet. But melting is happening faster than predicted. 

In order to lessen the impacts of global warming, global solutions, such as the Kyoto 
Protocol, to reduce greenhouse gas emissions are needed. Global agreement is very hard 
to get. It also must be supported by national and local strategies to cut down on fossil fuel 
use. All nations are having to develop strategies to adapt to, and reduce the impact of, 
climate change.

The discovery by scientists at the British Antarctic Survey (BAS) of an annual hole 
in the stratospheric (upper atmosphere) ozone layer in 1985 caused huge concern. 
This is because ozone absorbs harmful ultra-violet radiation (UVB) from the sun. 
UVB radiation is very harmful to humans and can cause skin cancer, and also affects 
eco-system productivity. The ozone hole over Antarctica forms at the end of the Antarctic 
winter when the atmosphere is very cold.  This destruction of ozone, most marked in the 
Antarctic spring, means the loss of protection for the Earth from ultra-violet radiation 
(UVBs). This is very harmful to humans, and also affects ecosystem productivity. 
Scientists suspected that CFCs might be responsible for the ozone depletion. Following 
International agreements such as the 1993 Montreal Protocol to restrict CFC use, 
ongoing measures suggest that the hole is getting smaller and shallower. 

The CFC emissions come from the developed nations and more recently from Newly 
Industrialised Countries (NICs) such as India and China. The problem is that not all 
countries have signed the Montreal Protocol, and trade in illegally produced CFCs is 
occurring. Also because CFCs are such stable gases it will take at least 50 years for the 
ozone hole to disappear even if CFC production stops totally.
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(Source: NASA) 

Figure 5 − Ozone depletion in Antarctica

2. Regional Threats – exploitation of the Southern Ocean

The Southern Ocean which surrounds Antarctica forms over 10% of the global ocean. 

Man has exploited the Southern Ocean for over 200 years. In the 1800s millions of fur 
seals were hunted for their pelts, and in the 1900s whales were killed in their hundreds of 
thousands for their meat, bone and oil.

In the 1900s fishing became established in the Southern Ocean. For some types of fish, 
such as Antarctic cod, it took only a few years to reduce the stock to very low levels. As 
one species became scarce, fishermen turned their attention to another.

To prevent over-fishing becoming an ecological disaster for the Southern Ocean, the 
Antarctic Treaty nations agreed the Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine 
Living Resources (CCAMLR) in 1982. This protects the whole Southern Ocean ecosystem 
rather than the individual fish species being caught. CCAMLR now regulates fishing 
activity and ensures that fish and krill are left for penguins, seals and whales to eat. 
Problems remain, however, with illegal or pirate fishing, which is very difficult to police.
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3. Local Threats – direct threats to Antarctica’s environment

a.  Threats from scientific research stations

The value of science

The Antarctic Treaty (1961) established Antarctica as a continent for science. Since then, 
Antarctica has become a globally important natural laboratory for finding out about how 
the earth evolved and how it is changing today.

 studying life at the edge – looking at how animals and plants survive the extreme 
environment

 measuring weather in the upper atmosphere

 monitoring the ozone hole

 monitoring changes in the ice sheets to see how they are responding to climate 
change

 recording changes in the Earth’s climate by analysing ice cores.

Environmental impact of science

Most research stations are concentrated on the ice free coastal margins of Antarctica 
which make up under 1% of the continent, often in areas of fragile ecosystems and 
wildlife hotspots such as the Fildes Peninsula on King George Island. There was a rush in 
the 1970s and 80s to establish research stations, coinciding with the negotiations about 
mineral exploitation. 

The US McMurdo Research Station is the largest base in Antarctica. In the past, rubbish 
was dumped into the sea near the station and the sea floor is now heavily polluted by 
fuel and toxic waste. Now the station is run on strict environmental policies. Over 90% of 
waste produced at the station is now removed and recycled in the US. 

As a result of the Environmental Protocol to the Antarctic Treaty (1998) there has been 
a dramatic change in attitude towards eliminating, reducing and recycling waste and 
cleaning up the stations. Now all scientific activities have an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) and solid waste is recycled and removed by ship. Renewable energy 
systems are being introduced. Local problems remain however with raw or partially 
treated sewage dispersed in local waters. Although some old bases and rubbish dumps 
have been cleaned up, others have been abandoned with no attempt to restore the 
environment.

A recent controversy has been the building of an ice “road” from McMurdo base to the 
South Pole as a supply route for the US Antarctic Program. The road will only be used 
during the Antarctic summer; and will enable tractors to tow cargo to the South Pole 
for the first time. This will mean fewer aircraft will be needed, saving fuel and reducing 
emissions.
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(Source: Wikipedia)

Figure 6 − The US McMurdo Research Station, Ross Island, Antarctica.
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b. Future minerals exploitation

Reasons to exploit Reasons not to exploit

1. The growing world thirst for oil and 
gas from newly industrialised countries 
(China, India).

2. Rising prices make exploitation 
worthwhile for the oil and mining 
companies.

3. Developments in new technology from 
the Arctic make it possible to mine in 
the Antarctic.

4. Melting of the ice sheets may expose 
mineral deposits and lower exploitation 
costs.

1. High risk of activities damaging and 
destroying the environment, such as 
the threat of major oil spills.

2. Increased risk of minerals 
exploitation and development 
leading to territorial disputes.

3. Huge costs to prospect because of 
the harsh continent and lack of any 
infrastructure.

4. Development is not sustainable. 
More should be done to conserve 
existing resources and develop 
renewables and keep Antarctica 
pristine.

Table 2 − Reasons for and against the exploitation of Antarctica

There has been considerable speculation about the possible mineral wealth of Antarctica. 
There are claims that the continent is as rich in minerals as Southern Africa and South 
America, to which Antarctica was once attached over 200 million years ago. There 
are deposits of coal in the Transantarctic mountains. But over 50 years of geological 
mapping has not revealed any mineral deposits in quantities which would be worth 
mining, especially in such harsh conditions. The Environmental Protocol bans all 
commercial mining. In the future, improvements in technology might enable minerals 
exploitation of the sea bed around Antarctica. Some countries are now considering 
making claims for parts of the continental shelf around the continent.
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c. Tourism in Antarctica

Potential 
Impacts

Part of the 
environment 

at risk
Ways to minimise impact

Disturbance of 
wildlife

Breeding birds, 
hauled out seals

Impose minimum approach distances to 
wildlife. 

Educate visitors to behave responsibly.

Litter, waste,
fuel spills

Damages 
land-based 
ecosystems

Marine wildlife, 
particularly 
seals and birds, 
becoming 
entangled in 
rubbish or coated 
in fuel

Ensure ship operation conforms to 
international maritime standards.

Ensure ships are ice-strengthened and have 
modern ice navigation equipment.

Limit size of tourist vessels entering Antarctic 
waters.

Ensure ship has an oil spill response plan in 
case of an accident.

Oil spill equipment available and crew trained 
in cleanup techniques.

Environmental 
degradation 
(e.g. trampling)

Fragile moss mats Limit numbers going ashore.

Avoid sensitive areas.

Brief tourists before arrival.

Removing 
historic artefacts, 
fossils, bones

Historic sites, 
fossils

Tell tourists not to collect souvenirs.

Brief tourists before arrival.

Disruption 
to important 
scientific research

Research stations, 
field study sites

Allow only a few tourist visits per season.

Brief tourists before arrival.

Guide tourists around station.

Table 3 − The potential impact of tourism on the environment

Tourists first visited Antarctica as long ago as 1958. But only since the 1980s, when ice-
strengthened vessels became available have numbers started to escalate. Many people 
are fascinated by Antarctica, often after watching films such as ‘March of the Penguins’, 
and there is growing demand to see the continent at first-hand. In 2007, 37,500 tourists 
visited Antarctica, more than 5000 of them British.

The vast majority of tourists visit Antarctica by cruise ship, similar to the one shown in 
Figure 7. Tourists will spend about two weeks cruising the Antarctic Peninsula, often 
going ashore in small inflatable boats to visit wildlife, heritage sites and research 
stations. But only 20 or so sites are safe for people to go ashore, and the best sites 
receive thousands of visitors every year, such as Port Lockroy and Deception Island. 
Currently tourism is well regulated by IAATO (International Association of Antarctica 
Tour Operators) with whom tourist companies are voluntarily registered to follow 
environmental and safety code of practice. Under the ATS the most visited landing sites 
have special guidelines to protect them from impact and ensure tourist safety. Table 3 
shows the potential impact of tourism on the environment.
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There are significant concerns about the future of the tourist industry in Antarctica and 
opinions are divided about whether tourism should now be controlled by the ATS, and 
limits placed on the numbers of tourists and ships going to the region.

Particular issues include:

 The development of land-based adventure tourism, already established at Patriot 
Hills, in the Ellsworth Mountains could cause serious environmental impact if 
large-scale tourist developments are allowed, such as hotel resorts and air services.

 Cruise ships are not only more numerous but much larger with some very large ships 
taking 3500 people. At the moment they do not land but cruise the islands off the 
Antarctic Peninsula. Larger ships are not ice-strengthened, and carry more damaging 
heavy fuel oil. 

 Concerns have risen about the safety and environmental impact of the tourist 
industry. In 2007, the small expedition cruise ship Explorer sank after hitting an 
iceberg in Antarctica. Fortunately, there was no loss of life but the ship was wrecked 
sinking to the sea bed with over 190,000 litres of fuel on board.

 Development of an improved tourist management strategy for Antarctica is needed, 
including the introduction of shipping safety and environmental guidelines.
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Antarctica 

Antarctica is often called the “Great 
White continent” and it is one of 
the most pristine environments 
in the world. It was made famous 
by the heroic expeditions of Scott, 
Amundsen and Shackleton. 

During our voyage on the Penguin 
Express you will see that Antarctica 
is an area of outstanding beauty and 
is home to many different species of 
wildlife.

Great photo opportunities await you!

The Penguin Express 

Your journey will be on board a first class expeditionship, 
which is specially adapted to exploring Antarctica. It will 
also offer many comforts that you would expect at home

The most important feature is our experienced crew. They 
will guide you through the different parts of our cruise and 
lead the expeditions on the ship’s zodiacs (smaller boats 
for up to 15 passengers). They will also give informative 
evening talks in the ships and library. There are only 39 
cabins and suites on the Penguin Express, which means 
that every passenger gets the attention they deserve.

Arctic Adventure cruise – route 

 Day 1 Board the Penguin Express for an evening 
departure from the historic port of Ushuaia in 
Argentina.

 Day 2 to Day 3 Cruise through the Drake Passage 
where the cold polar waters sink beneath the 
warmer temperate waters. Watch albatrosses and 
petrels follow the ship.

 Day 4 Visit to King George Island, the largest of the 
South Shetland Islands, where you can go ashore to 
Potter Bay.

 Day 5 Land at Neko Harbour, your first stop on the 
Antarctic mainland. Here you will find spectacular 
scenery and wildlife. Watch out for blue-eyed 
shags, cape petrels, weddell, crabeater, leopard 
seals, orcas and humpback whales. The wildlife is 
not afraid of humans.

The Penguin Express arriving in the Antarctic

The route of the Penguin Express

 Day 6 Sail south past the dramatic cliffs and 
glaciers of the Lemaire Channel. Go ashore at 
Petermann Island, the southernmost point of 
your journey and home to colonies of Gentoo 
and Adelie penguins. Take a zodiac ride to see the 
glaciers.

 Day 7 Head north to Paradise Bay where again 
you will have time to explore the surroundings by 
zodiac. This evening visit Cuverville Island, with 
its dramatic scenery and home to a large Gentoo 
colony.

 Day 8 Sail on to Deception Island, the largest 
active volcano in the area, where you can swim 
in the thermal waters and walk around an historic 
whaling station.

 Day 9 Return crossing of the Drake Passage.

Figure 7 – A Tourism brochure (Adapted from Kuoni World Wide Brochure 2008)
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SECTION C  MAKING DECISIONS

1. The Antarctic Treaty System – How Antarctica is governed

The system of international governance that has been agreed for Antarctica is unique. 
The Treaty established Antarctica as a region of peace and science. Nearly 50 countries 
have now signed representing 80% of the world’s people. Since 1961 a number of 
separate international agreements have been adopted including the Environmental 
Protocol 1998. The protocol sets out principles for environmental protection, with 
sections on conservation of flora and fauna, prevention of marine pollution, waste 
disposal and management and Environmental Impact Assessment. The Protocol bans 
mining in Antarctica, and requires the environmental assessment of all activities before 
they can go ahead.

1. Military activities are not allowed. 7. Treaty nations will meet regularly 
to consider ways of furthering the 
principles and objectives of the Treaty.

2. Freedom of scientific investigation 
and co-operation shall continue.

8. Treaty nations will try to ensure that no 
one engages in any activity contrary to 
the principles of the Treaty.

3. Territorial claims are not recognised 
and no new territorial claims can be 
made.

9. The treaty may be modified/updated at 
any time by unanimous agreement.

4. Nuclear explosions and radioactive 
waste disposal are banned.

10. The treaty must be accepted by any 
nation wishing to join.

5. The treaty applies to all land 
including ice shelves but not to the 
seas within the area. Activities south 
of latitude 60˚S are governed by it.

11. The original treaty was signed in 1959 
and came into operation in 1961.

6. All research stations, ships and 
aircraft operating in Antarctica have 
to be open to inspection at any time.

Table 4 – The terms of the Antarctic Treaty
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1. The Antarctic Treaty 
System (ATS) is one of the 

few international agreements 
of the 20th century to have 

succeeded.

2. The ATS has 
maintained the spirit of 
peaceful international 

cooperation in 
Antarctica.

3. The ATS has 
limited environmental 

damage within 
Antarctica

4. The ATS has permitted 
Antarctic science to 

flourish and many issues 
of global concern such as 

the ozone hole have 
unfolded there.

5. The ATS has brought together 
many different nations, some of 

whom have been in conflict 
elsewhere in the world. For 

example, the USA and the former 
USSR during the Cold War and the 

UK and Argentina during the 
Falklands War.

7. Much of the science 
conducted in Antarctica is 

poor and is done to 
disguise territorial claims 

or potential rights to 
mineral exploitation.

 8. There has been no armed 
conflict within Antarctica 
since the Antarctic Treaty 

was signed.

6. The ATS is a ‘rich man’s club’ 
run by a select group of developed 

countries for their own benefit.

9. The ATS has focussed only on 
the issues that are easily 

resolved, for example scientific 
cooperation, whilst avoiding 

fundamental problems such as 
competing territorial claims.

10. Antarctica is a 
‘common heritage for 

mankind’ and should be 
governed as a ‘World Park’ 

by the United Nations.

11. Government by 
consensus is a recipe 

for achieving the 
lowest common 

denominator at the 
slowest possible rate 

of progress.

12. The ATS has only succeeded 
because the principle Treaty 
nations feared what might 

happen if it failed.

13. The ATS doesn’t 
provide any benefits to 
countries unable to pay 
for expensive scientific 

programmes within 
Antarctica.

(Source: BAS) 

Figure 8 – Comments on the Antarctic Treaty System
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2. The Future of Antarctica – Two Views

a.  Maintaining and strengthening the Antarctic Treaty – the view of Treaty nations

 The Antarctic Treaty is working well, with more nations signing up every year.

 Current fishing levels in the Southern Ocean are below the quota of total allowable 
catch for many species, such as krill.

 Levels of pollution in Antarctica are extremely low by global standards.

 Most research stations are making a valuable contribution to science especially to the 
study of climate change. Nearly all are now sustainably managed to minimise fuel use 
and waste disposal.

 Tourism is currently well managed by the tour operators and is at sustainable levels.

 Global warming is a world issue – activities in Antarctica have little or no impact.

 No problems have been experienced over mineral exploitation as the Environmental 
Protocol has been observed.

 Antarctica remains the world’s last great wilderness region.

 The Treaty enables scientists from around the world to work together to study some 
of the most important global threats to the planet, such as climate change and ozone 
depletion. 

b.  Creating Antarctica ‘World Park’ – the Greenpeace Vision

In 1994, Greenpeace suggested the idea of a World Park in order to protect Antarctica. 
There was concern that Antarctica could not cope with increasing threats and protection 
of the Antarctic environment should be the most important consideration. 

The Greenpeace vision of a World Park is guided by four principles:

 the recognition of the value of the continent as the world’s last great wildernesses

 the protection of all wildlife and ecosystems

 the use of the continent for high quality, collaborative scientific activity

 maintaining the continent as a zone of peace, free of all military consideration in 
order to focus on Protection of the Antarctic environment as the main consideration.

Note: Greenpeace is a campaigning environmental pressure group
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d. Arguments for development

 The world’s population is still rising, and as development takes place, for example 
in China, more resources will be needed.

 Developers have a large amount of experience in the Arctic of sustainable design, 
development and management and can thus protect the unique environment in Antarctica.

 Development can be strictly controlled through the Antarctic Treaty and zoned in order 
to minimise environmental impacts.

 The world should be able to share more fully in the beauty and scientific, environmental 
and economic value of Antarctica.

c. Arguments against development

 Antarctica is unique as the world’s last great wilderness. Once it is developed the continent’s 
near pristine state will be lost forever.

 Should development take place damage will be very severe in such a fragile and vulnerable 
environment. It takes the environment a long time to recover in the cold climate.

 Most resources are finite and would only last a few decades. There would be extensive short 
term damage for little benefit. The long term strategy should be better stewardship of current 
resources so that resources in the Antarctic would not be needed.

 The research programmes rely on a completely 
 natural and unpolluted environment 
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THEME: COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS

Task question 1:  Along most coastlines, there are striking differences in the   
   physical nature of the coast and its ecosystems.

    How far does the research you have carried out make you   
   think that this statement is correct?

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested.  
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college.

b. Methods of data collection

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include.

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually.

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: COASTAL ENVIRONMENTS

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested. 
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college.

b. Methods of data collection

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include.

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually.

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.

Task question 2:  The type of coastal management depends on local conditions.

 How far does the research you have carried out make you 
 think that this statement is correct?
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2008184

BLANK PAGE



Edexcel GCSE in  Geography B Sample Assessment Materials  © Edexcel Limited 2008 185

     Turn over

Edexcel GCSE

Paper Reference

Geography B
Unit 4: Researching Geography
Theme: River Environments
Task question 1
Sample Controlled Assessment Material

5GB04/01

You do not need any other materials.

N35797A
©2008 Edexcel Limited.

2/1/

*N35797A*



Edexcel GCSE in Geography B  Sample Assessment Materials © Edexcel Limited 2008186

THEME: RIVER ENVIRONMENTS

Task question 1:  The channel characteristics of a river change along its course.

  How far does the research you have carried out make you  
   think that this statement is correct?

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested. 

  This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college. 

b. Methods of data collection  

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include. 

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually. 

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.  

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.  
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.  

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.  

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: RIVER ENVIRONMENTS

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested. 
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college. 

b. Methods of data collection 

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include. 

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually. 

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.  

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.  

Task question 2:  The use of a river and its flood plain vary along its course.
 
 How far does the research you have carried out make you  
 think that this statement is correct?
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.  

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.  

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: RURAL/COUNTRYSIDE ENVIRONMENTS

Task question 1: Rural areas close to towns and cities face particular 
  challenges.

     How far does the research you have carried out make you 
  think that this statement is correct?

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested.  
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college.

b. Methods of data collection

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include.

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually.

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical  
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.  

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: RURAL/COUNTRYSIDE ENVIRONMENTS

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested. 
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college. 

b. Methods of data collection 

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include. 

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually. 

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.  

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.  

Task question 2:  Remote rural areas must diversify if they are to survive.
 
 How far does the research you have carried out make you 
 think that this statement is correct?
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.  

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.  

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, 
or the reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: TOWN/CITY ENVIRONMENTS

Task question 1:  No two CBD’s or residential districts are exactly alike.

    How far does the research you have carried out make you   
   think that this statement is correct?

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested.  
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college.

b. Methods of data collection

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include.

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually.

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, or the 
reliability and accuracy of your data.
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THEME: Town/City Environments

How to tackle the task:

a. Planning 

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Your fieldwork investigation will need to have a focus linked to the task question. 
This may include, for example, any geographical models that could be tested. 
This focus will be provided by your teacher.

 • Begin the initial background research into the topic area. You can use any 
resources normally available in your school or college. 

b. Methods of data collection 

 Limited level of control. Suggested timing 2 hours + 1 day.

 • Decide how you will collect the data for your fieldwork investigation.

 • When you carry out your fieldwork investigation you will be working as a team to 
collect your primary fieldwork data. Your findings must be recorded accurately 
and reliably. You may use any recording sheets you may have been provided with 
or developed yourself.

 • Record any secondary sources you are going to use to provide you with 
additional data, e.g. other peoples’ photographs, videos, newspaper editorials etc. 
Consider the reliability and usefulness of these particular.

 • Decide whether you will take photographs of equipment or people involved in the 
investigation or to produce some field sketches or sketch maps.

c. Data presentation and report production

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Decide how to structure your report and which sections to include. 

 • Use maps to locate your field study area and consider why this location was 
chosen.

 • Describe the specific aims you were given in relation to this fieldwork and also any 
aims you decided upon individually. 

 • Explain the methods you used, suggesting why particular techniques were 
chosen. Record your investigation technique in a suitable way, explaining what 
you did and your reasons for doing it.  

 • Ensure that you communicate your findings clearly using correct geographical 
language, grammar, spelling, and punctuation. The quality of communication in 
your report will be marked.  

Task question 2:  Recent changes in inner urban areas have brought many  
   benefits.

    How far does the research you have carried out make you   
   think that this statement is correct?
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d. Analysis and conclusions

 High level of control. Suggested timing 5 hours.

 • Use a range of appropriate techniques to refine and display your results and 
findings.

 • Carry out the analysis of your data. Make sure you refer back to a range of data 
sources, both primary and secondary. Provide an explanation for the patterns in 
your data.  

 • Explain your conclusions.

 • Explain how far you agree with the statement given in the task question. Draw on 
the evidence collected, both primary and secondary data.

e. Evaluation

 High level of control. Suggested timing 3 hours.

 • Explain how accurate and reliable your results are.  

 • Explain how what might you do differently if you were going to repeat the 
investigation and how may that help you to improve the results collected, 
or the reliability and accuracy of your data.
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Mark range Descr ipt or

0 No out line of the purpose of study or locat ion.

1-3 Lim ited out line only of the issue to be studied;  locat ion m ay be absent  or unclear. 

Lim ited int roduct ion, contex t , f ram ework and rat ionale are absent  or wholly incom plete. Use 

of secondar y dat a m ay be absent .

4- 6 A sat isfactor y st atem ent  to ident if y t he issue to be studied, including aim s and locat ion.

A sat isfactor y int roduct ion providing som e geographical background and purpose. Likely to 

reference to secondar y dat a and research.

7-8 A clear, focused st atem ent  of aim s, purpose and locat ion, of the issue to be studied, 

including appropr iate m aps. 

Som e just ificat ion for study provided in the int roduct ion, for exam ple an at tem pt  to 

contex tualise fieldwork and research. Student  uses secondar y dat a and research to inform  

study.

Assessment criterion b − Methods of data collection

Mark range Descr ipt or

0 No descr ipt ion of m ethods of dat a collect ion.

1-2 Ver y lim ited descr ipt ion of dat a- collect ion m ethods, no explanat ion of choice of m ethods. 

The evidence for dat a collect ion is absent  or ex t rem ely lim ited and the use of GI S is not  

included.

3-5 Sat isfactor y descr ipt ion of dat a- collect ion m ethods (m ay include som e explanat ion at  top of 

band). The evidence for dat a collect ion is som et im es appropr iate and will include the use of 

GI S, which m ay not  be relevant .

6-7 Clear descr ipt ion (and possibly som e explanat ion)  of m ethods used to collect  and record 

dat a. Expect  som e just ificat ion for m axim um  m arks. There is evidence of dat a collect ion 

which is linked to the t ask and GI S is used well.

Assessment criteria

Assessment criterion a – Planning

Assessment criterion b – Methods of data collection
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Mark range Descr ipt or

0 No dat a present at ion techniques have been used and the repor t  is not  st ructured.

1-3 Ver y lim ited range or only par t ial at tem pt s to present  dat a in a m eaningful way. Lim ited to 

ver y basic techniques. These m ay be incom plete, with no at tent ion to det ail and finishing. 

GI S is not  included.

Ver y lim ited organisat ion and st ructure, and weak st y le of wr it ing. Abundant  spelling and 

gram m at ical er rors. Geographical term inology likely to be absent .

4-7 Lim ited range of som et im es appropr iate techniques to present  dat a. Er rors in term s of 

technical cor rectness and finishing. GI S is included but  m ay not  be relevant . 

Organisat ion and st ructure likely to be sat isfactor y;  som e er rors in spelling and punctuat ion. 

Work is legible. Use of geographical term inology has been at tem pted.

8-11 Uses som e range of appropr iate dat a present at ion m ethods, although they m ay not  always 

be technically cor rect . The present at ion techniques are near ly always clear and com plete. 

The use of GI S is relevant  and clear.

A generally well- organised and st ructured piece of work linked to the enquir y sequence. 

There are few gram m ar, punctuat ion and spelling er rors and use of geographical term inology 

is generally accurate.

12-15 A good range of appropr iate dat a-present at ion m ethods which are fi t  for purpose. The 

techniques are neat  and clear, possibly including som e or iginal ideas. The use of GI S is clear 

and suppor t s the repor t  well.

An organised and well-st ructured repor t  showing the sequence of enquir y followed. 

Gram m ar, punctuat ion and spelling er rors are alm ost  non-existent . Clear and accurate use of 

geographical term inology.

*  Opportunity for students to be assessed on quality of writ ten com m unicat ion st rands:

i)   ensure that  text  is legible and that  spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar are accurate so that  

m eaning is clear

ii)   select  and use a form  and style of writ ing appropriate to purpose and to com plex subject  

m at ter

iii)   organise inform at ion clearly and coherent ly, using specialist  vocabulary when appropriate.

Assessment criterion c* – Data presentation and report production
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Mark range Descr ipt or

0 There is no evidence of any dat a analysis. A conclusion has not  been at tem pted.

1-3 Dat a analysis is ver y basic and highly rest r icted. There is no linkage to geographical t heor y.

A ver y lim ited at tem pt  which form s a shor t  and ver y basic conclusion. Com m ent s are br ief 

and unfinished. Or iginal aim s tend to be over looked or ignored.

4- 6 Par t ial dat a analysis which is br ief and descr ipt ive only. Connect ions bet ween dat a set s have 

not  been explored. Lim ited linkage to any geographical t heor y.

A basic conclusion is at tem pted, using generalised and sim plist ic com m ent s. There is lim ited 

linkage to or iginal aim s.

7-9 Dat a is analysed in a sat isfactor y m anner, but  tends to be m ore descr ipt ive than analy t ical. 

There is a lim ited at tem pt  to ident if y possible geographical connect ions bet ween dat a 

collected.

Plausible conclusions are drawn, but  there is som ewhat  lim ited evidence used to suppor t  

findings.

10-12 Dat a is analysed using som e analy t ical t ools. Links and connect ions bet ween dat a set s m ay 

be ident ified. There m ay be som e linkage to relevant  geographical t heor y.

Conclusions are generally clear and relevant , with som e linkage back to the or iginal aim s of 

t he invest igat ion. Som e evidence is used to suppor t  conclusions, possibly recognising their  

wider geographical significance.

13-14 Dat a is analysed in det ail using appropr iate processing tools. Som e links and connect ions are 

ident ified bet ween dat a presented. Expect  linkage to geographical t heor y (where relevant).

Conclusions are clear, relevant  and focused. Evidence is used to suppor t  conclusions. Expect  

com m ent  on the wider geographical significance of the work. There are links to the or iginal 

aim s of the invest igat ion.

Assessment criterion e − Evaluation

Mark range Descr ipt or

0 There is no at tem pt  to either review or evaluate the work.

1-2 There is only a lim ited or par t ial at tem pt  to either review or evaluate the work. There is no 

com m ent  on the validit y of the t ask quest ion set .

3- 4 The work is reviewed/evaluated in a sat isfactor y m anner. There is som e at tem pt  to evaluate 

the outcom es with respect  to the t ask quest ion. Expect  som e of the lim it at ions of the 

evidence to be recognised.

5- 6 A reasonable range of lim it at ions of the evidence are considered. There is good reviewing 

and/or evaluat ion of the process and findings. The student  clear ly at tem pt s to link the 

findings from  the work to the t ask quest ion. A reasonable range of lim it at ions of the 

evidence are considered.

Assessment criterion e – Evaluation

Assessment criterion d – Analysis and conclusions




