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¡  Understanding PARCC/Standardized Test history 
¡  PARCC assessment revisions 
¡  Standardized Test/PARCC Future 
¡  Utilizing the PARCC score reports for parents and 

educators  
¡  Impact on students and using PARCC data to inform 

instruction 
¡  What questions do you have? 

GOALS FOR TONIGHT 



¡   New Jersey has been committed to standards-based assessments 
for almost forty years.    In 1975, the New Jersey Legislature 
passed the  Public School Education Act (PSEA)  "to provide to all 
children of New Jersey, regardless of socioeconomic status or 
geographic location, the educational opportunity which will 
prepare them to function politically, economically and socially in 
a democratic society." One year later, the PSEA  was amended to 
establish uniform standards of minimum achievement in basic 
communication and computational skills. This amendment also 
included the legal basis for the use of a test as a graduation 
requirement. From 1978 through 1982, third-, sixth- and ninth-
grade students participated in the  Minimum Basic Skills  (MBS) 
testing program for reading and mathematics. 

¡   Beginning in 1981-82, ninth-grade students were required to pass 
the  Minimum Basic Skills Test as one of the requirements for a 
high school diploma. Students failing either the reading or 
mathematics section of the MBS test were provided several 
retesting opportunities through the eleventh grade to pass both 
sections. 

STANDARDIZED TESTING IN NEW JERSEY:  
A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 



“New Jersey will educate all students to 
prepare them to lead productive, fulfilling 
lives. Through a public education system 
that is seamlessly aligned from pre-school 
to college, students will gain the requisite 
academic knowledge and technical and 
critical thinking skills for life and work in 
the 21st century.” 
 

VISION FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION IN NEW JERSEY 



 
2009:  New 
Jer sey  adopted  
h igher  cour se  
tak ing  
requ i rements  fo r  
a l l  s tudents .  
 
2010:  New 
Jer sey  adopted  
the  Common 
Core  State  
Standards  in  
Eng l i sh  
Language Ar ts  
and  
Mathemat ics .  

RAISING 
STANDARDS College and Career Ready Standards 

 
“Align New Jersey high school 
standards and graduation 
requirements to college and 
workforce entry requirements.” – NJ 
High School Redesign Steering 
Committee (HSRSC - 2008) 
 
New Jersey has adopted standards 
that “are widely recognized as 
appropriate standards for college 
and career readiness.” - College and 
Career Ready Taskforce (CCRT - 
2012) 
 
 
 



NEXT STEPS: 
REPLACE 
HSPA 

“Currently the New Jersey High 
School Proficiency Assessment 
(HSPA) does not measure 
college or work readiness…
Further, New Jersey colleges 
and universities do not use 
scores from the HSPA for 
admissions or placement, 
because the test does not 
reflect postsecondary 
placement 
requirements.” (HSRSC - 2008) 



 
2015:  New 
Jer sey  adopted  
the  Par tner sh ip  
fo r  Assessment  
o f  Readiness  fo r  
Co l lege  and 
Career s  (PARCC)  
assessments  in  
Eng l i sh  
Language Ar ts/
L i te racy  and 
Mathemat ics .  

IMPROVING 
STUDENT 
ASSESSMENT 

A System of Aligned Assessments 
 
“Replace HSPA with a series of 
end of course assessments in 
math… and a proficiency exam in 
language arts literacy that are 
aligned with the expectations of 
higher education and the 
workplace.” (HSRSC - 2008) 
 
Current tests should be “replaced 
with a system of end-of-course 
assessments.” (CCRT - 2012) 
 



¡   In 2015, New Jersey adopted the Partnership for Assessment 
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) to replace HSPA 
and previous assessments in the elementary and middle 
school in language arts and mathematics. 

 
¡   Students took PARCC English Language Arts and Literacy 

Assessments (ELA/L) in grades 3 – 11. 
 
¡   Students took PARCC Mathematics Assessments in grades 3 – 

8 and End of Course Assessments in Algebra I, Geometry, and 
Algebra II. 

NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE  
ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 



¡  Requires that states develop accountability systems 
with federally required testing in grades 3-8 and in 
high school.   
§ The specific tests are NOT required by federal 

government.  States may decide which standards and 
tests are used. 

§ Requirements are virtually the same as NCLB, but 
states ultimately make decisions with the parameters 
established by the federal government. 

EVERY CHILD SUCCEEDS ACT 



¡  Final Report – November 30, 2015 
§ Recommendation 23 – Recommends continuing participation 

in the PARCC consortium 
§ Recommendation 47 – Recommends that the class of 2020 

(current 8th grade students) should be required to take the 
PARCC EOC –without having to achieve a prescribed score – 
before they can access alternative assessments for high school 
graduation.    Further recommends that beginning in 2021 
(current 7th grade students) that students must pass the 
appropriate PARCC assessments as a condition for high school 
graduation. 

 

STUDY COMMISSION ON THE USE OF 
STUDENT ASSESSMENTS IN NEW JERSEY 



NJASK RELEASED ITEMS 



PARCC ITEM STUDENT SAMPLE  



PARCC ITEM RELEASE SAMPLE  



¡  Designed to measure the state standards that 
are guiding instruction in mathematics and 
English language arts.  

 

¡  Focus on the skills students need in today’s 
world, including critical thinking, problem 
solving, and reasoning.  

 

¡  Because the PARCC tests measure these 
complex skills, which are different from 
previous state tests, scores on the PARCC test 
will look lower.  

SETTING A NEW BASELINE WITH PARCC 



TEST DESIGN CHANGES  
ONE TESTING WINDOW 



GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP 
2016 TESTING SCHEDULE 

 	
   4/11/2016	
   4/12/2016	
   4/13/2016	
   4/14/2016	
   4/15/2016	
  

Elementary	
   Grade 3 Testing	
  
 	
  

Middle	
   Grade 6, Grade 7, and Half of Grade 8 Testing	
  

 	
   4/18/2016	
   4/19/2016	
   4/20/2016	
   4/21/2016	
   4/22/2016	
  

Elementary	
   Grade 4 Testing	
  
 	
  

Middle	
  
Gr. 6, 7, &       
1/2 Gr. 8	
   Remaining Grade 8 Testing	
  

 	
   4/25/2016	
   4/26/2016	
   4/27/2016	
   4/28/2016	
   4/29/2016	
  

Elementary	
   Grade 5 Testing	
  
 	
  

Middle	
   Remaining Grade 8 Testing	
   Make up Testing	
  



TEST	
  DESIGN	
  CHANGES	
  	
  -­‐	
  90	
  MINUTE	
  
REDUCTION	
  

Overall	
  (mes	
  
include	
  Reading/

Wri(ng	
  and	
  
Mathema(cs	
  
across	
  all	
  test	
  
units	
  per	
  grade	
  



STATEWIDE ASSESSMENTS   
ALLOTTED TESTING TIMES 

PARCC ELA 
and Math 
Combined 

Science Total % of 
Instructional 

Year* 

Grade 3 8.25 N/A 8.25 0.73% 

Grade 4 8.50 1.25 9.75 0.87% 

Grade 5 8.50 N/A 8.50 0.76% 

Grade 6 9.20 N/A 9.20 0.82% 

Grade 7 9.20 N/A 9.20 0.82% 

Grade 8 9.20 2.0 11.20 1.00% 

Grade 9 9.70 4.4 14.30 1.27% 

Grade 10 9.70 N/A 9.70 0.86% 

Grade 11 9.70 N/A 9.70 0.86% 

* Calculated using a 6.25 hour instructional day. 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL SETTING:  
THE PROCESS 

¡  Panelists used PARCC - Performance Level 
Descriptors to determine grade level 
mastery 

¡  Performance Level Descriptors were used 
with actual test results and empirical 
studies to review individual assessment 
items  

¡  At least three item review rounds occurred 
to determine cut scores for Performance 
Levels 



FIVE PERFORMANCE LEVELS 

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the 
knowledge, skills, and practices students are able to 

demonstrate: 

Level 1:  
Did Not Yet 

Meet 
Expectations 

Level 2: 
Partially Met 
Expectations 

 

Level 3: 
Approached 
Expectations 

 

Level 4:  
Met 

Expectations 
 

Level 5: 
Exceeded 

Expectations 
 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL  
DESCRIPTORS - ELA 



PERFORMANCE LEVEL  
DESCRIPTORS - MATH 



RESOLUTION: ELA/L AND MATH MINIMUM 
SCORES FOR EACH PERFORMANCE LEVEL 

NJSBOE Presentation 11/15 



SAMPLE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REPORT 



SAMPLE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REPORT 
 

Your logo here 



SAMPLE ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS REPORT 

Your logo here 



REPORT: MATH 

Sample Math Report  

Your logo here 



SAMPLE MATH REPORT 

Your logo here 



STUDENT ROSTER ITEM ANALYSIS 



WHAT CONVERSATION MIGHT YOU HAVE 
ABOUT THIS DATA? 

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100% 

Grade 3  

Grade 4  

Grade 5  

Grade 6  

Grade 7  

Grade 8  

Grade 9  

Grade 10  

Grade 11  

New Jersey  2015  PARCC  ELA Outcomes 

Not Yet Meeting (Level 1)  

Partially Meeting (Level 2)  

Approaching Expectations 
(Level 3)  

Meeting Expectations 
(Level 4)  

Exceeding Expectations 
(Level 5)  



WHAT QUESTIONS MIGHT YOU HAVE THAT 
LEAD TO A DIFFERENT CONVERSATION? 

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

Grade 3  

Grade 4  

Grade 5  

Grade 6  

Grade 7  

Grade 8*  

Algebra I  

Geometry  

Algebra II  

New Jersey PARCC 20 15 Mathematics Outcomes 

Not Yet Meeting (Level 1)  

Partially Meeting (Level 2)  

Approaching Expectations 
(Level 3)  

Meeting Expectations 
(Level 4)  

Exceeding Expectations 
(Level 5)  



2015 PARCC ELA/L Grade 4 51% 

2013 NAEP Reading Grade 4 42% 

 
2015 SAT:  44% 
met  Col lege 
and Career  
Ready 
Benchmark 
 
2015 ACT:  43% 
met  Col lege 
and Career  
Ready 
Benchmark .  

PARCC 
OUTCOMES 
IN CONTEXT 

2015 PARCC Math Grade 4 41% 

2013 NAEP Math Grade 4 49% 

2015 PARCC ELA/L Grade 8 52% 

2013 NAEP Reading Grade 8 46% 

2015 PARCC ELA/L Grade 11 41% 

2013 NAEP Reading Grade 12 41% 

2015 PARCC Algebra I 36% 

2011 ADP Algebra I 35% 

NAEP: National Assessment of Educational Progress https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/ 
ADP: American Diploma Project http://www.achieve.org/adp-network 



Count of 
Valid Test 

Scores 

Not Yet 
Meeting 
(Level 1) 

Partially 
Meeting 
(Level 2) 

Approachin
g 

Expectation
s 

(Level 3) 

Meeting 
Expectation

s 
(Level 4) 

Exceeding 
Expectatio
n (Level 5) 

District 
% >= 

Level 4 

PARCC
% >= 

Level 4 

NJ % >= 
Level 4 

Grade 3 656 16 16 30 37 1 38% 38% 44% 
Grade 4 699 10 15 27 40 8 48% 42% 51% 
Grade 5 690 9 17 31 41 3 44% 40% 52% 
Grade 6 704 13 24 36 26 2 28% 39% 49% 
Grade 7 714 22 21 27 24 6 30% 42% 52% 
Grade 8 741 18 19 28 31 4 35% 42% 52% 

GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP’S  
2015 PARCC GRADE-LEVEL OUTCOMES 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY 



Count of 
Valid Test 

Scores 

Not Yet 
Meeting 
(Level 1) 

Partially 
Meeting 
(Level 2) 

Approaching 
Expectation

s 
(Level 3) 

Meeting 
Expectation

s 
(Level 4) 

Exceeding 
Expectatio
n (Level 5) 

District 
% >= 

Level 4 

PARCC 
% >= 

Level 4 

NJ % 
>= 

Level 4 

Grade 3 657 7 24 33 32 4 36% 38% 45% 
Grade 4 703 10 27 31 32 1 33% 32% 40% 
Grade 5 690 7 29 38 25 1 26% 32% 41% 
Grade 6 706 6 29 37 27 1 28% 32% 41% 
Grade 7 713 10 27 38 25 1 26% 29% 37% 
Grade 8* 543 18 32 33 17 0 17% 27% 24% 
Algebra I 204 0 3 23 68 6 74% 31% 36% 

GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP’S  
 2015 PARCC GRADE-LEVEL OUTCOMES  

MATHEMATICS 



ELA PARCC % 
>= Level 3 

NJ % >= 
Level 3 

District% 
>= Level 3 

Grade 3 61% 68% 68% 
Grade 4 71% 78% 75% 
Grade 5 69% 77% 75% 
Grade 6 70% 77% 64% 
Grade 7 68% 75% 57% 
Grade 8 68% 73% 63% 

PARCC OUTCOMES USING APPROACHING 

Math PARCC % 
>= Level 3 

NJ % >= 
Level 3 

District% 
>= Level 3 

Grade 3 66% 73% 69% 
Grade 4 62% 70% 64% 
Grade 5 62% 73% 64% 
Grade 6 62% 71% 65% 
Grade 7 63% 70% 64% 
Grade 8* 52% 52% 50% 
Algebra I 59% 61% 97% 



¡  When we think about 
teaching and 
learning, how is 
assessment part of 
the cycle? 

¡  What supports do 
educators, parents 
and the community 
need? 

 
 
 

CONVERSATION   

Analyze 
Data 

Evaluating 
Standards 

Collaboratively 

Plan 

Incorporate 
effective 
teaching 

strategies 

Teach, 
Adjust 

REPEAT 



¡  PARCC’s Partnership 
Resource Center is a 
portal to a wide range of 
resources at 
www.PARCCResources.org 
§ Library 
§ Assessment 
§ Professional Learning   

¡  There are three levels of 
access available 
§ Public 
§ Registered 
§ PARCC Member 

1 

PARTNER RESOURCE CENTER 

 



¡   Access to PARCC’s released items 
¡   Access to most resources in the “Library”  
¡   Use of the “Ad Hoc” Technology Readiness 

Tool 
¡   Use of some social sharing features of the 

Digital Library  
¡   Opportunities to participate in open access 

Professional Learning Courses.  
¡   Access to select S&L and K-2 resources  

PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE PRC 



GLOUCESTER TOWNSHIP’S RESPONSE 

1 

¡  Curriculum aligned to standards 
¡  Increased use of technology in the 

classroom 
¡  Learning more about the assessment/

standards 
¡  Reviewing results – Combining with own 

data and observations 
¡  Focus on systematic improvement of 

instruction 
   

 



Local 
Data 

PARCC 

Understanding 
the whole 

child 

40 

OVERALL, WHAT DO WE KNOW? 



CONVERSATIONS ARE INTEGRAL  
TO THE CYCLE 

Analyze Data 

Evaluating 
Standards 

Collaboratively 

Plan 

Incorporate 
Effective 
Teaching 

Strategies 

Teach, Adjust 
REPEAT 



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/CONCERNS? 


